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PREFACE. 

IT is now upwards of thirty years, Cacc^ie 
Lord afforded to the renewed church of the 
Uftitas Fratrum the firft opportunity of being 
fubfervient to the conyerfion of the blind Hea- 
then in . various parts of the world. He hath 
been with them herein, and given his benediftioa 
to the word of their teftimonyi their prayers, 
tears, fweat and toil, have not been without blef- 
fing; yea, he granted them even a plentiful har- 
veft in this and the other place. 

We, who then obferved them at a diftance, 
read and heard the accounts they fent us from 
time to time, indeed often not without pain and 
companion, becaufe of the many and hard trials that 
befel them ; but moftly with tears of joy and 
gratitude for the glorious viftory the Lord helped 
them to obtain; and were ourfelves thereby ani- 
mated to fliew faithfulnefs in the fervice of the 
Lord, Many a foul, that was ready to faint, was 
by this means put to fliamc, and excited to fur 
render itfelf anew to our Saviour, in Cmpliciiy 
believe on and cleave unto him. 

When the faid accounts were read on the 
monthly fo called prayer-days, or congregation- 
days; and when any friends, who lived at a diftance 
from the brethren's . places, or others who pafTed 
through, happened to be prefent at fuch a time ; 
they were ftruck with what they heard, and gene- 
rally expreffed their furprize at the brethren's not 
. publiflung any diipg of that kind, which they 
Vot. L b fuppofed 
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ii PREFACE. 

Aippofed could not fait to redound to the glorjr of 
God, and to the faiisfadioD of the reader, lliey 
added, that CTen thofe, who thought themfelve^ 
pretty well informed of all the _proceiedings of 
the Brethren, had however, not only a dcfcftive, 
if not falfe notion of them ; hat were entirely 
ignorant of that real blefCng their lahour among 
the heathen was attended with. And therefore 
■ they dcfired, yea iofiftcd on it, that the brethren 
were in duty bound to communicate to the pub- 
lic, part of whom were mis-iaformed, and the 
grcated part ignorant and innocent, or at lead 
to after-ages, an authentic relation, whereby 
to form a true idea of the foundation and labours 
of the brethren's coDgregatlon. 

To fatisfy the honeft defire of fuch friends 
and other lerious people, abfl:ra£l8 of diaries of 
the heathen-miflionaries among the Negroes, the 
North and South-America' In^ana, Greenlandcrs 
and Hottentots, as alfo letters of converted Ne- 
groes and Indians, together with the teftimonies 
of refpeflablc pcrfons concerning the labour and 
blelling of the millioDaries among the heathen, 
and even edifis of different governments relative 
to the miffions of the brethren, were inferted 
and printed in the Budingen^olle£lims. But, 
though this may have proved a bleffing to fome 
few, yet the great benefit, which our good friends 
.hoped would arife from it, not only failed, but 
there even were fome* who took occaficn from 
thence to judge the brethren uncharitably, and 
by a fcoffing levity, or more lerious oppofitioo. 
to depreciate this worlc of the Lord. 

To avoid this evil, they chofe rather to be fi- 

lenr, to adore the hand of the Lord in llillnefs, 

and only to give notice of their labour to fuch 

perlbnsi as had a right to demand it. And the 

confequence 
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PREFACE. lit 

tonfequence was, that many a one fuppofed, and 
endeavoured to perfuade the public, that there 
Was DO truth in all that bad been faid of the bre- 
thren's labour among the heathen, or that ic 
was now all at an end ; aad that whatever ftill 
occafionally occurred .in printed relations, was 
either fiftltious, or greatly magnified beyond what 
it might in reality be. This opinion did proba- 
bly gain more ground by the ftile of fome re- 
ports from America, wjierein the brethren indeed i 
were mentioned, not much to their advantagei 
but their labour among the heathen was carefuUy 
paiTed over in filence. They had folid reafons 
for leaving the injurious ufage they met with in 
thofe reports, un-noted till now. They waited 
for more peaceable times, when they could lay 
Open fome account, containing a true hiftory ot" 
the breAren's labour, before fober and fincere 
minds, who are not fo narrow-fpirited as to de- 
fpife and rejeft every thing that is not doae within 
their own pale. 

This dcfireable Halcyon feems lo have drawtt 
nearer, even during the general troubles of the 
late war ; for in that otherwifc calamitous period, 
many thoufand people of all nations and perfua- 
fions, and efpecially the chief commanders of 
almoft all the armies, had an opportunity, by 
clofe converfation as eye-witneffes, and by fre- 
quent and ftrift enquiries, to get an idea of 
the brethren's congregations, which proved quite 
the reverfe of what they had conceived from the 
nnmbcrlefs writings of their adverfaries, and 
from the pi£hire drawn of them in notorious li- 
bels. The patience, wherewith the brethren 
had borne all fuch ill ufage in filence, caufcd 
fnrprize and refpeft, from whence arofe an ho- 
neil delire to be made better acquainted with the 
b 2 define 
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v. PR E-F ACE. 

dofh'iae and conftitutioa of the brethren: atKl'> 
the iodubiiable information which they tlnis , 
obtained, has evidently been well beilowed. And- 
efpecially, the labour of the brethren among the 
heathen made many a one very attemivc, and 
left an abiding impreilion, which was produftive 
of farther meditations on the divine power of 
th&Gofpel. But it feemed, after ail, fo much 
the more unaccountabIe» that the brethren made 
nothing at all public of this work of God, Ma- . 
ny and various argumeniB were ufcd to induce 
them to it: yea feveral difinterefted divines and> 
modern hiflorians have uttered a wilh to the 
feme purpofe. 

It was therefore believed, that a circwmftan- 
tjal account of the beginning and progrefs of the 
brethren's labour among the heathen, might at 
prefent not be unwelcorap to many, if not to moft 
of thofe, who hitherto thought the courfe of the 
brethren's congregations worthy trf their attenti<jn; 
or might at lead be read with fatisfa£tion and 
edJHcation by fuch minds, as are inclined to ck- 
iamioe pnd value what is good, wherever they 
meet with it. To anfwer their expeftation, as 
well as for the fake of our own people, and par- 
ticularly of our poflerity, we holdoutfelves bound, 
to leave behind us an authentic, compendious and 
yet full account of a work of God, the rife and 
Kue connexion whereof would otherwife remain 
unknown, except to a very few pcrfons. There- 
by our defcendants may learn, ou what principles 
their predecelTors a^ed; what difficulties they 
Jiad to encounter, before their labour ripened 
to that harvcft, into which they now are come; 
what , methods they purfued ; and no lefs, what 
faults they committed, and how the fame were 
redreHed through the grace of Godj in Ihort, 
that 
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that ih&y, being made wifer by the experience 
of their ■ fathers, may, through their iaith, he 
excited to follow their example with fidelity. 

This Tefoiut'roa was already taken in thi: life* 
time of the late Ordinary of the Unity, and it wis 
thought proper to maketho beginning with a 
hiftory of the Mijften afneng the Greenlanders, and 
to premife a defcription of that coaatry and iu 
inlutbiiante; lirnhis view it was deemed aeceirary^ 
that a brother ihould make a Toyageto Davis's 
Straits; and whereas ihips gothitlur and retmrn 
but once a year, he was to ftay there a twelve- 
month, and on the fpot, from verbal aud.wriucn 
relations, to compile a defcription thu might be 
depended upon. This oommilBon I was- charged 
witht as early as in the fiunmerofiliB year, 1759; 
but various occurrences retarded my going ab<mt 
it till the momh of March 176J, Whcij I fet 
out from Newwied on the Khine,. en my p3urne]f 
to Greenland. But the polkbn of .tt^ .artnies -at 
that juiJfhire basing ftopped tbi:i .ordiliary 
courfe of the poft-coaches m 4jflcrent.plact5.;and 
1 being, twice attacked on tbe road by Stjof.ill- 
nefs, lo much^time was loft, that., th<High I 
reached CopenBagen before the veiTd failed 
wherein the raiuionary Frederic Bci^jufi.rre* 
turned to Greenland, yet I was too much ilrauened 
for time to provide inyfelf with ihe-:whj>!e'_ 4]^a- 
ratos wiiich was rcquifite foK the' iotcntion of 
my voyage. All that !■ could get togesbcf, vtui^ 
Andetjar^s Relatiott of Iceiand and Grefblaad; 
the late 'Bijhep. Egede'j natural th^f of Gneeiir 
land;, 71: Reiatioh or Jbarndi i^f. bii i^A^^-and 
the Cmfiutailion of tMeJa.'Re/atiens, pi^bliflud ia 
,tbe-.l>anilh:hnguage;b^dbM wi'o ib^-thcHev. 
Paul EgkU, and C^iaia TUcolgs F,gedt. . 
.. .:. b 3 ■ ■ With 
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"V^ith this fcaniy ftore I went on board, May 
the 17th. A minute account of my voyage is 
foreign to my prefeni parpofe, and \ ihall tberer 
fore not trouble the reader with it. Oa Auguft 
the ift, 1761, I arriTcd at Niw-Htrrnbutb m 
Greenland. A couple of weeks after, I acco?a- 
panied the raiffionary Beet to the fecond fetllc' 
ment of the brethren's miffioB, at L'chteafeh,' 
and took a view of the country thereabQUis* 
as well as of thofe fevai defolate places whore we 
lay at night in going and coming, as far as I was 
able during a fonnight of boifterous, rainy and 
fnowy weather. From ^ew-Uerrnbuth I went, 
as oft as it fuitcd, to the neighbouring ifland^ 
and in the fummer months' on the herring-fiiliery, 
and reconnoitred one branch of BalPt BJver, fat 
the reft, I fpent ray time in collcfting the ^a- 
fural Hijhry. of the country ; and here jiie Ter- 
bal account giTeo me by the miifionaries aad Drt 
nifh faSors, ■ K^ether with a few wriiien raemor 
randums, di4 me the befl fervice. I had juft 
finiflied thisf work, ^iMox^is Hiftoryi^ the mfi 
Jion, when the veffel failed into the harbour on 
Auguft the 26th, 17(52, in which, after touching 
at the colony ^t Zukkertop, diftant 60 leagues 
from Gflorf-Afl^tf, I returned to Gtpenhaiea, where 
^e aiTiT'ed Dec. the sd. 

After my rei«m to liermbutb, I commuixicaied 
the miqutes I had taken down, to fome ingeaious 
and learned men, whofe friendly and nfeful 
remarks, together with feveral writings that treat 
pf the NertbeFjt Countries, the pcmfal whereof 
i was kindly faypvired with, enabled me to amend, 
^lonen or enlarge What I had written. 

Mean while a French and German tranflatiOQ 
pf Bp. $gede's De/criftion of Gretnlamf was .p«b- 
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PREFACE. Tii 

lilhed at Michaelnuu 17^3. This iacident made 
me almoft refolve not to trouble the public with 
the firfl part oS this mj work, and 0DI7 to refer 
the reader to the laid defcriptioo, which I fouod. 
though ihort, yet every way faithful. But, at 
the requell tn many of my friends, I altered 
my mind; and I hope, my labour mil oot be 
ffMind fuperfluous. For nca ooly thofe. who read 
the hillory of oar miHioa* would be at a lofs 
' how to uuderliaod various drcumftaoces ia ex^ 
tenuis, if they did not find them defcribed here, 
not having perhaps any other oatoral hifiory ol 
that country at hand: but it is alfo tra^ that the 
late Bp. Egede either pmitted many circomftan-; 
ces entirely, or only touched vary briefly Upon 
them. Whoerer has got his Defiriptioh, may 
look upon mine as a fanher commentary upon it ;; 
for his is the chief bails of mine, and enlarged 
out of the cootituiatioDs publifhed by his two fons; 
fhe only tca&M I have not quoted his book, is, 
becaufii I Ihould have been obliged to do it too 
often. 

The contents of my Dcfcription of the country 
.irill Ihew, that I treat of fuadry circumfhuKcs 
pecoliar to the Northern regi<ms> fuch as partly 
^vere hitherto unknown, and partly not foffi- 
iciratty. exj^aioed ; and which ferve wtihal to give 
.Uie reader a clearer infight into the nature o£ 
this miflton. 

In the firft book, concerning the Situation and 
Mature of the Land, there is to be found a geo- 
graphical defcriptioQ of the Coun/;^, the colonies 
and miffion-feitlemems, which, though as yet 
impcrfefl:, is however needful ; likewife an ex- 
tenfive definition of the nature, diverlJiy and ori- 
gin of the driving ice and floating ice-mountains, as 
aUo of the wood that is driven on fiore, whereof 
b 4 either 
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either no accouDt at all, or dO Jblid one, has hi- 
thtC'io been given. What little is mentioned 
concerning the articles of Jicnes and vegetables, is 
alfo more explicit' and compleat, thaa any be- 
fore. 

. In the facond book, of the animals, I am fome-' 
■what brief in fpcaking of the birds and^w; 
and in what I fay of thi whales, I have moftly' 
followed Mr. J^ndetfon, But I am fo much the 
mcwft full in defcribing ihc/eais, which are the 
proper fupporE of ■ the Grecnlanders, and the 
Aloft- profitable commodity of the factors. 
■ ' Ih' the third book, of the Greenlandifh Naliofit 
li^efcribe thc'-means and method of the Greon- 
landtrs eaffung their Ihelihoed, as plainly as pof- 
Cble; I alfo enlarge fomewhat more on their way 
vf -living, manners and £a/?o/«j ; treat more par- 
iicalarly of their virtues and vices, and endeavour 
lobring their notions of the human ySw/ and- of 
fpirits, their fuf'etfiition, and their fmall know- 
ledge of natural things, into a more rtgular pn>- 
fpefl, than I have met with any where elfe; ■ 
■ In the foarth book, ff^ /Af i/^mVa/ £wn/J o/" 
■th€ Country,- 1 ha^c taken all ■ tlie ■ pains I conli 
aft^r my- return to Europe, to fcarch the account 
■1 !bund before me to the very fduntain-head, aUd 
■toccfflipare onevith theother j. and according t» 
"the-moft probable conjeftitfes, to defcribe the 
fo-called loji Greeitland, partly from the Gtvtn- 
' hndiaayitifua offorfaus, and partly fpomthe 
narratives given within thefe ten years, by -tile 
•Greenliuiders from the Eaji-ftde, to our mifliQ* 
ilaries; as ' alfo to inveftigate, where the prefesc 
favage inhabitants of Greenland camefran, anil 
how the ancient NorioegiaH inhabitams came tD 
be fo total ly CMtil-'pated. The hiftory of the ^rfi 
•polony aiidM'iJjim- in this country.is arawt abfttaft 
■■-■ ' : ' ■ ■ ■ of 
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*f.the liu Sp.'Egede's reiationof the Rifi' and: 
Progrtfs -of the GreerUanSflt Mijfumt 6avmxo the 
year 1736. • 

- 'As' for the iltte, I have ix>t fo much ftu^ed 
ornament as cleamcfs. To pleafe fndi of nrf 
readers, as have not profeffedly applied ifaemfelTes 
tb' natural philofophy, I have '.limbed vhat' 
belongs to this fcieoce, not accordiag to the dai^ 
fifications and charaAerifticks,' wfaicL iare generaltr 
adoptod by, and needful for the jnodem naoi-^. 
ialtus. bat acoording to>a cert^n affinity or like-' 
mefs, vhicb afibids . the reader's mind the nicdlt 
quick. liTely<and eafy r^irefentation; and I hmro 
taken particular care, neither to allege. any &r> 
fetched rdaibns, nor to .dcterniiK any thing po< 
fidvely among a niimber of probabiUties, excepG 
vvhere it vasievident of itfelf. -r. - 1 

-. ; Ktiw I comi: :.Hir die m^n iut)jea of my book, 
tHtHtftorytfthe'Bpetbrerf.s Miffion in Greetdattd. 
Xhefaurces«:' from whence L- gathered .it, were 
their diaries,'. ai^ fome. few, letters, Thsfe I 
ftudied audntively, noted dovn vrhatcver ap^ 
peared remarkable- to die, "and'-relate it in the 
■ way of yearly reports under certain heads; qsi 
■how the Gofpel wasfpread ihroogh thetcftimcarf, 
■aa well of!. the Greenlanders thetnfetres, as of 
the mil&onaries^ -what was the in^rnai and ex- 
ternal courfe of the baptized Greenlandets; famtr 
-thay grew in grace and the knowledge of Chrift, 
■how ihey were prcfervBd from going aftray or 
-were- reclaimedjiaw they wo-e proteftcd and 
fared in various frats of dangers ;i hour xhe con- 
gregations increafed or decreafed:; ' to which I 
have. added a Ihorx account of the life and chi- 
rafter of fome departed Greenlanders. 
■ But here I hardly knew how to write fo, as to 
.^Toid a certain lamenefs in ^{xpearance betwem 
.' ." ■ . t^ 
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the hiftory of different yeari, though the mat-. 
ter be indeed differ eat. And od this account, 
I conCdered more than once, whether I ihould, 
not mould it into another and much ihorter form. 
But I was advifcd to the contrwy ; and . obliged 
to confonn to the taffe of thofe, who will pro- 
bably bethe najority of ijiy readers. Thefe will 
chiefly be our own brethren, and their defcen- 
dants ; . and they: will iirant minutely and ' circum- 
ftamially. to know, how their brethren or pre- 
decefifors fared in the work of the Lord: and 
next tothebia our friends, who don't live with us, 
wfaa. were hitherto edified by. the little they got 
to hear of our miihom, bnt foe want of knowing 
the h'ftory from.iiie beginnings could have no 
cpnneited idea iherec^. And thai alio many 
other ingenuous minds, who either know nothing 
at all, or nothing rigiitly ,of the labour of the 
brethren's congregation, wiU be glad thereby 
to be enabled to trace, the breth?cn*s way of 
thinking and aAiDg from ftep to Hep, in an im* 
pprtant though imall branch of their labour, 
and thua to form ''a conduiion with regard to the 
reft. And this method of yearly reports will 
aot feem either too prolix or tedious to the afore^ 
faid three dafies of reader^ who will aot be ia* 
tisfied with perufing the title-page, and ihon 
funUnaries of a book, and cannot always giie cre> 
dit to the word of an hiftorian, as he is plea&d 
to reprefent a thing, hot waOt themfclTcs to ob- 
ferre and judge of the fcene in its daily courfe 
and various fucceffive changes. 

This is- alfp' the reafon, why I infcrt verbatim 
feveral fragments of letters and diaries, aiid lb 
often let the miilionaTics themfelves fpeak : and 
I have only taken the liberty, to coUefl their - 
Cbonghis of one and (be iame affair, which lay 

, 4 ■ perhaps 
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perhap* fcattered }iere and there,, tog^hcr in 
OBS proper pLace> ;and, only leaving out wh^t 
was not material, to repder them more compad 
and coK^ept,; taking: c^i'o always, that the 
though,!^ aod words be thofe of the miiHonaries 
themfeives, snd.notpiipe. 
] Among the Gree^lsaders we are not to look 
for a numerous and rapid propagation of the 
Chridian i^ligion, ^tteqclcd with many fiirpri- . 
ling and extraordinary incidents. This natioq 
ftfelf if not '3t '^1 popi^lpus : and whoierer reads 
the ijiird ;b<?ol^ with attention, wiH find theiE 
itupidity To great) and their way of living fo favage, 
(hat he. will retUlily owp it to be a wonder a( 
fiod, thait, however, foifliaay ar« made obedient 
to the Gofpel, jreip^^ faithfiil, and gr<>w auui 
ipcteafe in the knowledge qi Jefus Cbrifi. Tbei? 
difeoprfes, their laft hours, yea the very jnftances 
pf their deyiaticms^pd errors, when foHpwecl bj 
repentafl<(: and amendment, will help to atieft, 
that th.ey.are built, up upon the only true founr 
datAot^i-^R^ :fts -tendej* ^rattches engrafted into 
the true' vifie, «> whom tbcy clenYej and thrive 
add bear fruit. 

In w^idng ahiiftt^y-which is to ih?w not fo 
VW^ the incrcafe in n^iraber, as; the , inward 
growiji im knowledge and grace, I ought as 
little Eo pafs by fuch teftimooies, as the letters of 
the Graenlapders, which they partly write them- 
felves,. btti for the inofi: part dictate to the pep 
gf one of the miffionartes. And thefe having 
beep ^ mofl: entertaining to . thofe who hav« 
hitherto r«ad the accounts of our Greenland- 
miffion; I truft, they will not be counted fuper-^ 
fiuous in this biitory, efpecially as I have in> 
fcrted bnt a very few out of a great number, 
Mid-evep thofe of tec. much abridged. The only 
liberty 
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liberty l.tiaVe taken herein, is, tkat I Jia** no-vi 
and' then drawti togethrt-inco one tetter, the 
reinarkablc expreffibns of onci' iiid the fame 
Greehlander, which; h« made ufe of in'different 
letters to utter his thoughts; yet always fo as to 
apprize the reader of it by proper -marks or 
breatks : for I aimed not St iraerting many and 
Icmg letters, but at giving the reader an idfea of 
the way of thinking and ftate of heart of our 
baptizoJ Greenlariders. ' 

I wifeed very often that our miffionaries iad 
noted down more of th* cafual incidents' and 
changes among their peoplej but- more efpedally 
<rf the public difcoarfes of the Greenland helpers, ' 
and how the baptijfedowes weafiOflaHy*xprefl 
themTelves concerning' thft truths of ,the Gofpel 
ind their experience thereof. I was but a twelyc- 
nwrnth in the country ; yet in that fpace I fre- 
qucntPr', but hot till foifie time after and cafuallyi 
learned federal ftriking anecdotes (rf that kind; 
whereby I "perceived^ how genuinely and 'heart- 
affeiftingly this and the 6ther Greenlailder,-Gf a 
different age and- degree of grace, hid uttered 
his fentitnents. And this made me conclude, that 
but a vit^- (mail porttoB "Was prefcTTcd in the 
diaries I -foand before rrte. '-Yea, I met with mdre 
than one chafm of feveral days and weeks, where 
I either foiind nothing at all I'ttcorded, or at leaft 
not what I flwuld have valued mc^ -Their fi- 
toatiori in externals, is a fafficieiit excufe for this 
defeft: Our mifilonaries in-GreenJaad ha« their 
time f» takcn-i»p with hat'd labour, efpecially 
•when they are alfo obliged to fptnd feveral days 
from bottie on'vifiting thft'Greenlanders,' that 
they cannot po&bly write every thing doWn attha 
moment ; and does it not ofren happeif,'th^ hCj 
who hath the beft experience a&d mews the. raoft 
- faithfulncfs 
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fxithfulnefs ia praAtce, has lefs aptne^ fpr the- 
ory th^ others ? Such chufe rathcF to do, than 
to defcribe their doings. This defeft however 
made it difficult for me to aitertain-);he reader 
agrecaWy with a variety of fubjeiis. And yet 
this very defcft convinced me ■ affiwedly of the 
authenticity of the vouchers, out of which I drew 
my mateiialsj even though! had not badotherwife 
fo good an opportunity of being fully latisfied of 
the fincerity, fimplicity and ingenuity of the mif- 
ficmaries, by my peribnal converfatioa with them, 
and as an eye-vritnefs of their labour among the 
Greenlanders. Peop)e, who are not accuftomed 
to take down in writing whatever occurs, and 
have belides but little time to fpare, are not at 
all apt to fet matters off in too fine a drefs. lliey 
take down from time to time, of what happens to 
them, only io much as fulHces to put tbemfelves 
is mind in future days of the connexion of afiaks ; 
but they leave it. entirely to the abfent reader, 
what judgment he from thence can, and may be 
difpofed, to form of the whole. This is the ad- 
vantage which journals have with all attentive 
readers, who will take the trouble and time to 
trace a fubjeft from flep to Hep, and are withal 
qtialiBed to frame a connefied idea out of differ- 
ent and feparate events. But feeing the diaries 
themfelveS' might appear too prolix to the greateft 
part of readers, and things entirely alike being 
too often repeated, or now and then not related in 
the moll proper place; i have attempted to 
ibOTten and bring them into one point of view. 
A too concife narrative of the chief occurrences 
and changes, would anfwer the end but with 
very few readers. Therefore I chofe the me- 
thodof annual reports, that the reader might 
2i%ve the miUQs to become acquainted with the 
inward 
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inward and outward Ctuatioti of the Greenlatfd 
coDgr^ation from year (oyearj and I geoerallf 
leave it to himfelf to judge thereof as he finds 
grounds and inclination, 

Thefe annual reports I have divided into five 
general feftions or periods, dlftinguiflied by fome 
main incidents. 

In the firfij the labour of the brethren was 
very toilfome, and moftly fruitlefs. ■ But even 
there one Way obferve their faithful and patient 
perfevcrance trader numberlcfs hardfliips, and 
inward as well as outward trials-, and by noticing 
the deplorable condition of ■ the favagcs, and 
the method then made ufe of to gain them, one 
is better enabled to difcem the fubfequent 
change and fuccefs of the imffion. 

In xhc/econd period, after a vifitation of one 
of the elders, and the firil miffionary's having 
paid a vifit in the brethren*s congregations in 
Europe, we cannot but acknowledge and revere 
the power of God which refts on the fimple 
preaching of Jefus's meritorious blood- (hedding, to 
the awakening, converting and gathering together 
of the otherwifc dead, bHnd and ungovernable 
heathen. 

" When they had got a regular place of wor- 
ihip, and other buildings ncceffary to outward 
good order ; but more particularly when they 
were fo highly favoured as to be made partici- 
pants of the higheft good in the holy commcni- 
wi J the third period exhibits to our view a duly 
regulated Greenland-congrcgaiionj which is boifc 
■up in internals and externals, and proves an ho- 
Bour unto the Lord of the houfe, notwithftanding 
all its faults and deficiencies. 

At a fecond vifitation in the fourth period, the 

Greenland congregation is coiifirmed in its go«l 

order. 
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order, ftiil better regulated, and vitliin itfelf 
edified by the appoiniing of fome national help- 
ers, and alfo increafed from without by means of 
the word and walk of the believers. At this 
time the Lord of the harrelt gathered many a 
one into his garner, whofe deceue indeed often 
caufed paiD> but prored the greateft of all joys 
to themfelves, and of great edification to the 
furrivors. 

In the^A period, the oldeft nuffionary is 
reftored to the Greenlaaders; fae erefis a new 
iniffion, and foon after is rejoiced to fee a fccond 
congregation, every way like to the firft. De- 
scriptions of the inward {ituatiob of the Green- 
landers according to their different degrees, flion 
abftrads of the difcoorfes of fome of the GreeiH 
landifh helpers, and a ikeKfa of the life, cha- 
ra^er and leners of fome of the deceafed, do in- 
deed render this and the preceding period fome- 
wJiat more extenfire, but at the fame time more 
^feful. 

Then follows, in the tenth and laft beoi, the 
etttward and inward Cot^tution or Rtgulation of 
the Greenland Congr^ation; and the Appendix 
contains an abftraftof the reft of the UiterSy to- 
gether with a fliort life of the milEooary Beeb' 
nijh. 

While I was employed in preparing this work 
for publication, a neighbouring clergyman, with 
whom I converfed concerning the labour of .the 
brethren among the heathen, told me a good 
deal of the earnejt defire of many ferious divines 
and others, to fee fome faithful account of our 
labour among the heathens ; and fliewcd me a- 
mong other things, the late Lutheran Abbot 
Steinmetzh public Call upon us ; .which is to be 
found in the Sptrittml Magazine, VoL L Part iv. 
Page 
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Page 428. printed at Magdcburg,-i7(Sa. Th^re* 
Milder the article of Accounts from the Weft-Indies, 
$ 4. is firft this quotation (*) : 
. " As it is well known that the fo called 
•* Hermhuthers have for thefe many years, by, 
** the mod gracious permiiEon of his Danilh ma- 
•• jelly, had a fiMtlement of their own in thefe. 
** iOands^ and full liberty to isbour among and 
•* take care of the poor heathen : it is but )uft 
•* and priident to provide, that neither they lay 
•* any. thing in the way of ,our . miffionariesi 
"nor thefe in theirs, to. hinder this falutary 
'* work, and much more, that neither of them 
•* caufe any concifion or hurt through partial 
** differences or wangling'; which is the rathei: 
•* to be avoided, as the Hermhuthers have ac- 
** quired great advantages, both with regard to 
•* the language, and to the way and manner of 
*' converfing with the heathen, through their 
*' experience of fo many years." 

To this, the author of the Spiritual Magazine 
fnbjoins the following remark : 

« We will only add one thing, viz. that the 
•* Herrnhuth people, mentioned here by the 
** Rev. Mr. Lori, take great pains to convert the 
** negroes or black Haves to the Chriflian i-eli- 
" gion, not only in the aforefaid Daniih iHands, 
** but alfo in other parts of America, and, as we 

** hear,' not wthout fucccfe. Thefe en- 

** deavours of the fo called Hermhuthers, are 
*' undoubtedly in themfclves praife-worthy ; but 
•* ii is only very odd, that they keep thefe their 
•* undertakings fo fccret, and let none, but the 



• Out of the CalleSaiua n thi Chureh-Hi/hry efom- voih 
Ttmt, by the Rev. Mr, yo/foi i«r-t, German preacher at St. 
Savioar't church in Copenhagen, Vol. U. p. 92. 

I « members 
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" members of their own communion, know any 
** ihing cither of their way of treating the ne- 
" gropfi, or of the good effcfts that are thereby 
" wrought among them. If they really think 
*' this bufmefs to be a work o( Gdd, which he 
*' is pleafed to carry on through their fervice ; 
*' then they ought to follow the advide of the 
*• Angel, Tob. xii. 7. It is good to keep clofe the 
*' ftcret of a king, but it is honourable to reveal tbt 
*' "Works of God. The praife due to him is oiher- 
*• wife obftrufted, and it Is the duty ofallbeliev- 
" ing hearts rather to promote it ; at leaft the^j 
" expofe themfelves co fufpicion, as if they were 
*• afraid of laying their method of aftmg with the 
" negroes open to others, who might examine 
*• it, whether it be regulated according to Divine ' 
" prefcripiion or not. The fcruples of carnal 
" reafon, which, -as far as I know, arc the only 
" impediment therein, are inconfiflent with a true 
" reliance- on the grtiat and almighty Saviour. 
** Whatever he" hath determined, to bring about, 
" is not to be rendered ineffeftual by any man, nor 
" needeth it to be hid for fear of any, fuch confe- 
** quence." 

This wiQi of the late Rev. Abbot, for whom 
the brethren ever had a great veneration, prom- 
pted me to haflen the publication of this work, 
though various important reafons, which don't 
altogether deferve the appellation of fcruples 06 
carnal reafon, prevailed till then for poftponing 
it. I mull alfo obferve at the fame time, that the 
brethren never fought to hide their labour among 
the heathen from their fuperiors and others, whb 
were entitled to be informed (hereof. They al- 
ways, as in duty bound, made^cir report to the 
fupreme magiflrate, under whSjjurifdiition they 
laboured among the heathens, as alfo to the fub- 

VoL.i. c ordinate 
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ordinate governors and courts, and this they diii 
fo explicitly and fully, as to meet with- a gracious 
approbatioQ : and many worthy and ferlous men, 
who do not belong to ouf congregations, have had 
the accounts communicated to them at their re- . 
ijueft ; not to mention thofe abftrafts, which 
were made public long ago iq the Biidingen- 
Colieftions. And befides, their labour in tnofe 
places, where the congregations from among the 
heatheii arc planted, is done in open day-light, 
and the fruits muft (hew, whether the tree be 
good or not, whether the foundation be laid 
according to the Kule of Ood's word, and the 
building carried on agreeably to the true order 
of falvatioii, or not. 

And here I might alledge many very pertinent, 
both verbal and written teftimonies, which eye- 
viinefies, who are not of our church, have; ih 
proper places and when called Upon, delivered 
before their fuperiors; but the conjunfture of 
the times, whei-ein we ftitl live, makes mt think 
h more advifeable to omit them. Inftead of that 
therefore, I will at prefent refer the benevolent 
reader to th? Declaration of Mr, John Laurence 
Carjlens, direftor of the Daniih Weft-India coin- 

})any in the ifland of St. fhomas*s, tancernifig the. 
abourofthe brethren there, as it is inFerted in tSe 
Bndingeh-Collcftions, Part It. pag. 197—215 *. 
ifid will only add three teftimonies, given to three 
different fniifions, the firft and kft of which hate, 

, • Perhaps'the Ftain declaratim ef fkt Prttefiaia Morai>Un 
Chardh, coyv^.rmng thiit paft end fhtart tahair ^IMg the Sa-Pa- 
ffi, JUvei and Btber h^thea, (iated July the nth, 1.740- (^^^ 
Budingen-ColleAJoBi, Part I. pag. 182.) might alfo afford 
the reader fome Sht Into the brethren'^ call, intention,. 
doSxine, and meiwd of labouf icg' among the heathens. 
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■ appeared in ppint without our promotingi or even 
knowing the Icaft of It. 

Mr. l^aurence Dallager, at that time faflor 
pt the pani(h colony Frederic's-Hope, wrires at 
the concluljpn of his Accaifnj: tif Greealani iji 
■the year 1752, pag, 91. as follows, concereing 
the Greenlanders: 

" I wiilonly obferve in a few ■words, that the. 
■** Moravian brethren have gained that large 
" number of Greenlanders, who 
.*' with them, as well through th 
■ ■•* njeek ctMjverfation, as through 
" vitaiipQ in ap evangelical prea 
." I am 9qt inclined to demonftrai 

■ ^ rgftitnd* of th^ir doftrine and E 
" ing, for that is fuiEcicntly km 

r '* will onJy,otf(erve, that when 1 confider what 
." faardfhtps, diflrefsand coatemptthey underwent, 
;" ip the firft yjcars of their abode in this country, 
-*f and feijw they at prefem, afte: 
b*-* ef a fc^f Jnspe years, have ereA 

■ ■** or oicfjii^-beufe, into which on 
r^ 500 Q-j^nJanders crouding eve 

** may heir them fend up hym: 
■P tbwkp ,«> God; then I ftand a 
** ihcr viy ^Q^bi) nor fenfes can 
• smi at 19ft I ?m forced to concli 
^ finder 0/ Qq4" j 

Of the Indiana in North-America, we find ja 
,ri»e.,Bud«»g«i-CptI«ftipns, vPart III. pag. 282. \ti 
the year 1743. ^^ following letter of a jurtice 
laS ^S»fX, f/lT. Conrad Weifer, who did othcy:wife 

■ jwt.alwap fpeak jhc.iaoft favourably of the bK- 
.thrcaj „ 

*• The faith of the Indians in our Lord Jefus, 

' ^ libeir pUin -awit uoaHiB&ed -behaviour, tb^ir- vi- 

^ tal experiCBse tA the gfftcc procured by. the 

c 2 ** blood- 
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" blood-fliedding of Jefus, and preached by the 
" brethren, gave me the fuHeft impreiEon, and 
" certaintj" of belief, that the IxM-d is with 
" you. I thought, I faw a little flock of primi- 
" tive Chriftians dwelling together. 

* The, old grey-headed Indians fat in the 
" meeting, partly on feats, and panly, for want 

■ " of room, on the ground, full of gravity and 
" devotion, and heard the difcourfe of brother 
*' P; fo attentively, as if they would catch the 
*' words out of his very heart. John * was intft- 

' " preter, and performed his part admirably well ; 
" I look upon him to be a man, filled with fpirit 
" and power. — In fhort, I count my vifit at 5^^- 

' *' kcmeko one of the greatefl favours granted me - 
", in all my life-time. That word: Jefus Chfijl 
" the fame yejlerday, to-day ^d for ever, became 

■ " as it were quite new and lively tb-my heart, 
" when I faw thofe patriarchs erf"- the American 
" church fitting round, like fo maoy living mo- 

■ " numents of the atoning facrifice ctf oiu: Lord 
" Jefus Chrift. Their prayers muft'celne in re- 
" mdmbrance above before God, and Heaven 

' " itfelf.mufl: fight againft their enemies, ^c" 
To the aforefaid two eye-Witneffts, 1 will (KlI 
add that excellent teftimony, which the rfght 
Reverend Siftiop and Chancellor ' PohU^idan fti 
Copenhagen, gave of .the brethren's'laboUr among 
the Negroes in the Dani0 Wejt-India'' Iflands, 
in his preface to Ijwis Ferdinand Rimer's Ac- 
count of the Coaji of Guinea, ,1760. 

" For my prefeni purpofe it is fufficient to fay, 
" that thefe Negroes in 'that part -of the world 
". (viz. on the plantations iu the Weft-Indies,) arc 

' * A Nofth-Americati Indiat), of whoma fine letMris in^ 
: felted ia the Bud.- CirfJ. fan U. p.. 68i-,. 

• ' " come 
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" come much nearer to the light of- the gofpcl, 
** than m their own country. Add to this, that 
** the fo called Moratian brethren (whofe word^ 
** and undertakings in Europe, I cannot for the 
" reft entirely approve of) however certainly 
" dcferve thanks in America, and cfpecially in the 
" ifland of St. Crux, and are juftly commended 
" by many, who have had an opportunity of being 
•^ cye-witne&s to their labour in the Gofpel. 
" But what fort of Go/pel? you will afk. In 
* this part of the world it often happens, that the 
" fuccefe of the Gofpel is blafted by that antiruh 
" ?»/Vn fpirit, which at the time of the Rcforma- 
" tlon, yea as early as the days of the Apoftle 
*' Paul, 'Branted to fef alide the law through grace, 
^ whereby the lall evil often becomes worfe than 
•' the firft !" " I anfwer : That was the Tery thing 
" I myfelf was afraid of, till I got acquainted with 
** feveral fenfible and ferious gentlemen, who arc 
" returned from their plantations in the Wefi-Iri' 
*f dies, and are otherwife in no danger of being 
" fufpefled of Moravianifm : they affured me to 
" my furprize, that, let the Herrnhuthers be 
" what they will in other places, yet the truth 
" is, that their labour ^in the ifland ofS/. Crux 
" js attended with greater and more evident fruits, 
** than >ph?t is fcen in other congregations that 
"' are provided with regularly appointed minifterf. 
*• For among the negro-flaves, even of the moft' 
*' wild and barbarous nations, who in their own 
*' country fcemed to have quite loft all humanity, 
*' one may meet with very many inftances of a 
'^ fincere and abiding c^nverfion to Chrift, that is 
f to fay, a converlion unto his mind and the fol- 
" lowing of his example; fo that, if the old rule 
** ftill Hands good, ye Jhall know them (viz. 
*• propticts) by thtir fruits; then one miift give 
c 3 " honour 
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** honour to God, and own the tfuth, that in 
•' many a Lutheran congregation there is very, 
" oft^n not fuch a number of bleffed fruits of 
" the miniftry to be feen, as ampn^ the flaves in 
'* the aforefaid Danifli colonies. One proof or 
" this is, that many a planter, who by his own 
" way of living plainly fliews, that he and his 
'/ houfe don't ferve, God, and confeqUently does, 
" not favour the Ilerrahuthers from motives of 
** piety, yet is greatly taken with them on ano- 
" ther account, namely, for the fake of his own 
*.* OEConomical advantage, as Labdn lov'd Jacob, 
'' becaufe he was a profperous and ufeful fervant. 
V One :gentlcman ftrives with the other to get 
- *' the brethren to their plantations, becaufe they. 
" make their flaves Chrifl:ians. And that this is 
•' effefted in truth, appears from thence, that 
" they from that day forward are no more guitty 
" of lying and ftealing, nor join in Miy riot or 
" other raifchiefs, but prove the beft workers 
" and moft profitable fervants to their mafters. 
" J am glad of this opportunity to give an irapar- 
** tial teliimony to what is true; and this I do fo 
'' much the more boldly, as I can appeal for 
** the proof hereof to the unanimous affent of 
*• many men of integrity who now live here ; and I 
V am ready to tell any one, who ftill retains 
*' any doubt about it, who they are. To God alone 
" be glory." 

Now unto thit God and the Lamb, that was 
flain and redeemed us with his blood out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people and nation, be 
all honour and giory for this bleffed work ! What 
men have contributed thereto by their fajthfuj 
and patient perfeve'rance, through the preaching- 
o: the Gofpei, and through careful nurfing of, 
iouls, is but a hiiall matter. It is tiie Spirit of 

the 
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the Lord, that gave power to the word ; called, 
gathered and enlightened thefe poor heathens 
by the Gofpel, and hitherto has kept them with 
Jefus Chrift in the only true faith. May He blefs 
and give hisun^Hon to this limptc account of the' 
congregation out of the heathen in Greenland ; 
and may he let every reader tafte fomewhat of 
thatgrace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which the 
miiEonaries there perceive in a rich meafure at 
preaching the Gofpel and adminiftring the 
holy facraments ; and which has caufed a deep 
abafement and joyful gratitude in thofe, who 
have hitherto read fuch accounts Gngly, and alfo 
in me, during myabode of fourteen months on th? 
fpot, and while I was writing the hiftory of this 
miiEon. 



Hennhuth, On the Memorial' 
Day of the firil Mifiion to the 
Heathen, Aug, the zift, 176^. 
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H 1ST O R Y 

O REE NL AND. 

B O O K I. 

Of the SUuatwn and Nsture of the Land, the Sea, the 
. iilff, the Earthy the Stones, and Vegetables, 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Country in CENEftAL. 



GREENLAND is the remotcft traift df land 
in the north ; it lies between Europe and Ame- 
rica, and is commonly ranked by geograjAers 
" among the northern countries that are ftill un- 
known. "It reaches from thefouthermoft point of Cape 
Farewell, and Statenhoolc, in the 5gth degree, on the 
right fide north -eaft ward, towards Spitzberg, to the 
8oth degree ; and on the left fide oppofite to North 
America, north-weft and north, till about the 76th de- 
g(*e. So ftr the coafts have been difcovered. 

AVhether it isanidand, or contiguous with (bme other 
land, has not yet been dedded, as nofhip has yet pene- 
thited to' the uhermoA end towards the north, on account 
p£.the ice. The conje<^urcokits joining on theeaft with 
Spitzberg, Nova-zembla, and Tai^ary, is pretty welt, 
.-■•si;..... B if 
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2 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. I. 

if not cntirefy, -roiiftited by-the-nCTr di fe o rc r i g s of Ae 
Dutch and Ruffians, It might be fuppofed with more 
probability, that the nortji-weft.fide borders on Ame- 
rica ; becaufc in the firft place, Davis's Straits, or rather 
Baffin's-Bay, grows narrower and narrower towards the 
78th ieg, north. Secondly^ becaufe the coaft, which 
in' other places is very high towards the fea, grows 
lower and lower northward. Thirdly, The tide, which 
at Statenhook, nay even as far up as Cockin's Sound, 
in the 65th deg. riles 18 feet at the new and fuU moon, 
fo decreafes in t}ic north above Difko, that in the 70th 
d^.. it does not rife tniich above 8 feet, and probably 
loles itfelf entirely at lad *. To thismay be rubjoine<f, 
4thly, the relation of the Greenlanders (which, howe- 
ver, cannmlw mndi depcinted nponj^namely, thnthe 
Strait contracts jtfelf fo n^row at lail, that they can 
go on the ice fo near to the other fide,' as to be able to 
fSiJi over to the Inhabitants, and that they can ftrike 
a fifh from both fides at once ; but that there runs fuch 
a ftrong current from the north into the Strait, that 
ithcY cjnnot com^ to f>np another. 

§ s. 

The n^me Greenland was given to the eaft-fide of 
this Land feveral hundred years ago, by the Norway- • 
men and Icelanders, who firft difcovered it ; and the 
reafonof the ^pcllation or epithet &-«ffl'landwju, be- 
caufe it looked greener than Iceland. But this Eaft- 
fide, which is commonly called OU or La/i Greenland, 
is now almoft totally unknown, becaufe ifaips cannot 
navigate this coaft, on account of the great quantities 
of floating ice. 

Sofne are of opinion, that that Old Greenland fo 
I)ompou,fly delcribed by the Iceland authors as adojrned 
witi; churches ajid villages, is now loft and not to be 
found ; and therefore are curious- to know if we 
cannot gather fome account of it from the Qreen- 

• See £/&'! nrp^* fo Hedfon'i-By, fir tti difievaj ^ ibe trtt-m/l 
fiffagr, p, 50 ID 54. For diis reifonthe Engliih Capt. Baffifi, gavt up all 
h^m of finding a paflage into the SMitfa-Sei thn>' Dovii'i-StrMa, md 
c>Bafin|U«Dtljr CMclud^, ihll CrKnI«it<lj.4igi with ..Afnuit,. 

landers. 
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Janders. But the weft-fide may with the fame propriety 
as Ihc eaft-fide, be called the old loft Greenland (which 
is now found again, fmce (hips have failed thither), for 
the old Norwegians had houfes and churches (hetc too» 
plairf traces of which are ftill to be folind, and the 
foil produces, now at leaft, as rtiuch as the eaft-fidej 
which was fo famous and is fo much fought for. * 

When tailors fpeak of Greenland, they gcneralljf 
lAean the Spitzberg Iflands above Laplano, oetwccn 
the 75th and 80th deg, together with the eaft coaft of 
Greenland lying oppofite thereto; and if they were told 
of a heathen milTion in Gre^snland, they would look 
upon it as a fifliori, becaufe they know that no men 
live in thofe above-mentioned countries. They call 
the weft-fide, which is now inhabited again by Euro- 
peans from the 62d to the 71ft deg. Davis's Straits 
from that great gulf which feparates Greenland from 
America. Thefe Straits were firft difcovered by an 
Englifliman, John Davis, in the y^r 1585, in his 
attempt to find a north-Weft paflage ; fmce then they 
have been frequently traverfed for the fake of the whale 
fifliery by feveraT nations, particularly by the Dutch, 
who have alfo ^ven us the heft charts tfiereof. What is 
properly called Davis's Straits, is only the fpace which 
reaches between Cape Walfmgham on Jaifies's ifland iii 
North America, and the South-bay in Greenland, froffl 
the 67th to the 71ft deg. above Difko ill arid, and is 
about 60 leagues broad ; for lower fouth' there is a wide 
fea between Greenland and Terra Labrador. But the 
failors chufc to call the whole coibpafs of Water oh the 
weft fide by this name. 

The Weft-fide is high, rocky, barrtn land, which 
rears its head in moil places, Clofe to the fea, in lofty 
mountains, and jnacceflible cliffs, and meets the ma- 
riner's eye even 40 leagues at fea. All thefe, except thd 
m'oft cxceflTve fteep and ' flippery rocks, aje conftantly 
covered with ice and fnow, which has alfo in length of 
time filled all the elevated plains, and many vallics, anJ 
probably increafes from year to year. Thofe rpcks and 
cliffs t!iat are bare of mow, look at a diftance of sv 
dark brown, and quite naked ; but near, we fee them 
interfperfed with many veins of variegated coloufs 
B 2 of 
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of ftone, here and there fpreadover with alittle eartli 
and turf, and a fcanty portion of grafs and heath ; and 
in the valleys, where there are hiany little brooks and 
ponds, we alfo fee fome fmall flinibs growing. 

The coaft is dented with many bays and creeks, that 
enter far into the land, and it is lined with tnnumeirable 
^reat ^and fmall iflands, and both vifible and funkep 
rocks. 

Whoever has feen theNorway coaft, can form a pretty 
good idea of Greenland, only with this dtiFerence, that 
here the hills are not enriched with trees, nor the vall^ 
with grafs, and alfo that the mountains do not run up 
high and pointed only at adiftancefromChefea, but dole 
by it. However, here and there are long flat ;noun- 
tains (juga ma^ii^m) to be feen, butthefe are clad with 
perpetual fnow and ice. ..,..■ 

■ ' '■ §3- 

that any compleat geographical 
of this favage and thinly-inha- 
id thereare.no inhabitants, and 
V : yet I will make a fmall at- 
lica! delineation, andcommunr- 
of notice concerning the coaft, 
aiftor, employed many years in 
the country. 

Moft of the Greenlanders live from Statenhook to- 
. the 62id'degree ; or, as the inhabitants are wont to fay, 
in thefouth : but no Europeans live there, and there- 
fore thefe parts are but little known to us ; however, 
at the conclufion, I intend to annex from the relation of 
the Greenlanders, fome account of that country, as 
well as of what is elfe unknown to us northward. 

We will now fpeak a little of the feveral Colonies 
fettled here by the Europeans, and begin with the 
fouthermoft, viz. the colony of Frederic's Haah, or 
Frederic's Hope, in the 62d deg, lying on a point of 
firm land, called by the Greenlanders /iamj«(, or a tail. 
This was begun in the Year 1742, by Mr. Jacob Se- 
verin, merchant, who at that time carried on the Green- 
land trade from Jutland. It is a good haven and place 
of traflic, a mile and a half from the open fea. In the 
illands 
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Chap. I. Of the Country in general. 5 

jflands where the Dutch merchant fliips formerly had 3 
haven, many GreenlandMs live, being well fituated for 
catching hfli, fea-calves or feak, and rein-deer. The 
firft faftors here, Qelmeyden, avid Lars Dalager, and 
the firft Danifli miffionary Arnold *«n. Weften Sylo, 
were brought hithw' from Godhaab. In the beginning 
things went v^ytilnprofperoufly with this colony. The 
Ihip that brought the firft inhabitants hither from that 
other colony, was loft in its return to Jutland, with 
every creature on board. The fecond £hip, which had 
carried over the buildings for this colony, was obliged 
to winter in Norway at a grerft expence. In 1743 the- 
fliip bound hither with provlffjins foundered at Tea, and 
half of the provifion fent over from Good-hope, toge- 
ther with 2 men, was loft. In 1744 the {hipfiiiick. 
againft a piece of ice, and beat a hole in her by broad 
day, only 16 leagues from the colony, and nothing but 
the mariners were faved and brought to land, after 
having toiled two days and two nights at fea. In the 
following years the toipe have feveral times been pre- 
vented from running into the harbour on account of the 
floating ice, and were obliged to unload the pravifion at 
the colony Good-hope, and convey~it hither 60 leagues 
in boats. For fome years paft they h&ve not had to 
many difafters from the ice, and fince then the colony, 
hath put on a new face, and now drivefagood trade 
with feals. blubber, , and the fkins (^ 'ftals and foxes. 
The prcfent fa^fi»'l name is Peterien, the miffionary's 
Mullenfort,j^n3 thecatechift's,Greenbcck. There arc 
lix or eight lailora belidee, fome of whom arc married 
to Greenland women, ' '- j 

Four leagues, north of the colony is an inlet^ In which, 
belides the laAgmarfet, or capelins, herrings are alfo' 
taken. 

Twelve lei^ues fnms the colony lies the famous Ice-, 
glance, or fliining ic^in the charts named the £is-blinlc,; 
or dt wittt Bli«k. It'-iS'^a.rg^at high Held of ice, whofe 
glance in the air may be feen-.'&nr many leagues at (ea'y 
relembllng the Aurora Borealis. The mouth of this in- 
let is blocked up in fuch a manner by many areat 
pieces of ice driven out by the ebb, that it. ftrms 
a pluenomenon like an arched ice-bridge, firctch- 
B 3 ing 
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ing from land to land, for the fpace of 8 leagues in 
Uaffh and 2 in breadth, over iflands and all. Tiie 
openings or arches of it are computed to be from 14, 
to 40 yards high. People might pafs thro' them in 
boats, if they were notafriud of tbefragmentsof ice that 
often fall down. The ebb drives thro' them into the 
fea the pieces of ice that come tumbling off the hills, 
When the Creenlanders intend to go into this harbour, 
they carry their littlfc canoes over land on their heads, 
and then th^ find open water for 20 leagues in length, 
and about two in bre^^. Places are found here where 
Greenland houfes once ftood, which proves that the 
mouth of the harbour was once open. The points of 
land that reach out into the fea on both tides the ice- 
gjance, ue fand-banks, and the fand is fo iine and light) 
5iat any kind of ftrong wind raifes it, darkens the air 
with it like a mill, and carries it fo far that it falls into 
peofde's eyes an4 mouths at twelve leagues diftance. 

About 32 leagues from the colony, there goes an 
opening within the land, now covered with ice, which 
in the maps is called the Bear-found, and the r^wrt 
goes, that there was formerly a paflage thro' to the eaft 
Hde, Accordingto the account the Greenlanders giye, 
there are ftill ruins of the old Norway buildings to he 
&tn there. 

Not far from thence, within the land, there ts a lalt* 
of brackilh, or half-falt water, occaftoned by the fea- 
water, which finds its way in thro' two little open- 
ings v/ith the tide. In the fpring great numbers of 
ipotted feals go into this lake, and are caught with little 
trouble by the Greenlanders when the tide fatis. 

In the 63d deg. 36 leagues* from Frederic's Hope, 
there is a narrow bay, 10 leagues long, which the firft 
miffionary, -" Mr. Egede, called Fifchers- ftorte+t or 
Fiflier's bay, on account of the multitude of i}ifi«rent 
Jbrts of iilh X' At the mouth of this bay tbere ^e two 

• The degms uidrmautsof a pUce cinijotb^ MQij hial, aotti* 
diflaqce of I pbM u cctn^aud bf rollowine tbf wii)4iqt£ bcttM*^ th* 

* Finrtt (ignifies a bay, iarbt, a creelc, 

X A,t pnfEnl vaj few fiA an caughc thtrt, ml leoM fytdm an no maa 
tobcliien. .TfacCieeolaiutcn fay, diit fomc of theii pcn^ once w^qtoaly 
cat off tlu back), of the N^lja, or cat-filh, and threw the reft agaio int« 
t^( va^r, and fm^ tlieD l|u> (oit of 6^ ftiilcqfc Aeir coaft enljR^. 

large 
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Isrge iflantls, nine leagues in compftfs, befides fotne 
finuler ones. 

Secondly, a couple of leagues from the fea, at th« 
end of the foutb-ifland, lies Fijhtr's-lodgt, en an 
agreeable fpot where a good deal of grafs grows. The* 
Greenlanders call this fpot Kikkertarfueitfiak, from tbc 
ifland that lies over againft it. When they fail in thctr 
boats, they fteer by the bearing of a certain high bill 
there, with the top9 of ibmc other hills, and thus find 
the places where the feals frequent. 

This failory was begun by the affiftant at Good- 
hope, Andrew Olfen, in the year 1754, by order «fth« 
general merchants-company. The name of the pre- 
ient factor, or principd affiftant, is Schade. A lodgs 
offadory diflers ham a colony only in this, tfaattha 
faSor is fubordinate to the neareft colony, and has lewer 
people. The traffic here is but middling, becaufe few 
Greenlanders live in thefe parts. On the fame ifland^ 
about three Englifh miles from the &^ry towards the 
fea, the United Brethren eftablilhed their lecond mifllon, 
in the year 1758. It is called Lichtenftis, and will be 
more particularly defcribed in its proper place. 

In the upper part of the bay there are ruins to be 
found, and alfo a metal like bell-metal, which is proba* 
biy relics of the church-bells of the old Norwegians. 

Tour leagues from the factory is Innukfuk, a dwelling 
place of the Greenlanders, and itx leagues furt4ier it 
Graeder-bay, where fome Greenlanders alfo live. Twd 
leagues from thence is a large bay, with a (tat fandy land, 
which is called the mufter-place, becaufe 'tis (q large 
and level, but it is uninhabited. So far reaches the 
traffic of the fa£tory northwards, and this place, and 
Frederic's Hope, is the mut of one Ihip. 

Afiter this, four leagues further, follow the Kdlingeit 
iflands, or as the Danes call them, Klingarne, which 
aretncludedin the trade of the following colony. Here 
is an excellent and eaty hunt, or fifiieiy for teals, becaul^ 
the natives can cutoR their pafs with great £KiUty, in 
the narrow waters betweeu the iflands. 

B 4. Eight 
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» HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. I. 
: Eight leagues from hepce is Merkoitfok, and then 
Buxc-bay, containing the Dutch haven, where fome- 
tiiAes wanderillg Greenlandera winter. 
: Th? ifland Keilingarfoak, four leagues further, wa| 
once much inhsbited. In Kariak, two leagues further, 
and near a river on the continent, fome Greeiilanders 
live to this day. 

Two leagues fr<Mn hence the great Amaralik-bay runj 
liorth-eaft into the land, being 20 leagues long, an4 
four broad. In the very beginning of it fouth-eaft is the 
jitiallPriefler-fiorde, fo called becaufe the firft mlffionary, 
Mr. Egede, made fome preparation to fettle the colony 
there, on accounr pf the great quantity of grafsand 
buflies. In the Amaxalik-bay 
inarfet, or capelin, and feals: 
Tcin-deer. We find here alfo 
the old Norwegians, likewife a 
bufties, foit ftone, which fom 
veins of red garnet; but there a 
Jiereatprefent. 

A couple of leagues from hence we fall undtr ihf 
Hioite-tak, or Stag's-horn. This is the higheit niniuir 
Cain in this country, and perhaps in all Greenland. The 
higheft of its three branches or points may.be feen 40 or 
60 leagues off at fea ; and its fteepnefs prevents the ic;: 
pnd fnow lodging any where but in its crevices. This 
mountain ferves the navigators for a fea-mark, and the 
Greenlanders for a weather-token ; for when a ftorm is 
approaching from the fouth, its fummit is enveloped in 
a fmall mifty cloud. 

Under it the Kobe-bay goes 4 leagues up into the 
Jand, where there is a falmon elve, or brook, deepening 
here and there into little ponds,- and near it a good place 
for rein-deer. 

Thenpafling under the Malina, and Partridge moun- 
tains for a couple of leagues, you come to the third co- 
lony Qodhaab, or Good-hope, aswewill henceforth call 
k,' lying in the 64th deg. 14 minutes, and 36 leagues 
from F iflier's- lodge : 'Tjs fituated in Beis-uweyi or 
fall's river, zs that whole Diftfidt is called, * on a bay 
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that flretches north-eaft into the country, a8 leagues 
from the outmoA illand, and in many places four leaguet' 
^OiA. There' are fopie hundred illands crpuded to- 
gether in die compafs. of fix leagues, the outmoft of 
which'are c^led Kooj^e^neu or Cock i&ands, and by 
the G:[^lwiprs*^l^Si!*si, . Between thefe and Kan- 
gek, tb4f;^'s th^ navmi t^ ^c ufual pafTage called the- 
Norder|at, .or the north, paffiigc. Kangek, called by 
the Danes aifo Hope-ifland, becaufs the colony Good- 
hope firft ftood on it, is cncompalled with many fmallcr 
iflands, and borders on Wefterlandt which is feparatcd 
from the continent by a'narrow founds Thia.found is 
called from the row-filhes, orcat-fiDi,'the Nepifet-found, 
and here the Grcenlanders haye the belt feal-iifhery in 
^e autumn* Towards the fouth the Kooltoeinen are 
leparated by a palTage, which is called the South pafTage, 
fi^m a multitude of large iilands, viz. the Blue, Raven, 
Partridge, Idol, Wood iflands, &ic. between which 
theiwirapaflkge that is called Hamburgh-found. From 
the Kookoernen there is a paf&ge fix leagues north-eaft, 
up into the country, which terminates in a haven for 
Jhips, formed by a peninfula, where the blubber-houfe > 
flands. Half a league weftward on the ihore lies the 
Brethren's GrcenlaiwMcongregation, New-Htrrnhutb; and 
the fame diftance north, the prefentDanlQi colony Gwi^ 
hope. This conlifts of the principal building, in which 
the factor, mifiionary, and their people live ; the church, 
which ftands not far off on a brook, the provifion-houfe, 
fmith's ihop, and brewhoufe. The Grcenlanders 
houfes lie fcaitered here and there. 
- A couple of leagues further, near Wildman's-nefs, 
lies .the iAand Saalberg, or Saddle-hill, fo called be- 
cau^,i{s. topmoft peak refembles a faddle. It may be 
^Vn SkS» Ifagues off. Many eider-birds are Ihot here 
every wirttgrtvening. Not far from hence lies Bear- 
ifland, and near that the iflaod Aupillartok. Each of 
thefe iflands are eight or ten leagues long, and very 
high, and divide the channel into two bays. One of 
thefe bays cuns fouth-eaft towards PifHkfarbik, where 
there is the belt capelin filhery ; and out of this bay 
a fmaller one goes up into the main land, which is called 
fCook, OntheweAfid&of the northern baylies Kannei- 

fut. 
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{at, 1 widcflat country, interfpcrfed with little Fockyhills. 
There is a good (aliqon-fiihery here, aito a lak< of 
frelh waur at Icaft eight le^ucs long, but iiot ftoclced 
with many fiOi. 

Higher up, this northcnnoft bay fubdivideB itfclf into 
twoannt. Oneof thefe is called UjaTakfoak: ; on its fliwe 
there is the fineft foft flone, or French chalk, and alfo more 
f uins of the old Norwegian dwellings than any where 
cJ(e : the other is overfpread with ice far feveral miles. 
This arm is fcparated from the Piffikrarbilc-hay, by a 
finall trad of land, ind the Piflikfarbik is divided from 
the Amaralik-bay by a litde rifing ground. 

Good-hope, the eldeft colony in the country, was 
founded in theyear 1721, at Kangck, by the firft mif- 
fimtary Mr. Hans Egede, and the merchant Mr. Jen- 
toft, on theaccount,dnd by commiffionof acompany in 
Bergen; but in the year 1728, this colony was re- 
moved to the main land by governor Paars. Its trade is 
one of the beft in the country. The prcfent facer's 
name is Lars Dallager, and his afSftant's Raven ; the 
miffionary's name is Grcgerfen, and ht has two Danifti, 
and two Greenland catechifts. 

Formerly thcfe parts were inhabited by fome thou- 
iand Greenlanders, for fcarce any place on the coaft is 
to be compared with it. But fince a run of the fmall- 
pox in 1733, they have fo decreafed, that except thofe 
belonging to the two milBons, and fome ilraggling 
fouthlanders, who are fond of wintering in Kangekf 
there are very few -other fettled Greenlanders to be met 
with here. 

Here I will take occafton to prefent the reader with 
the neareft computation poilible of the number of the 
Greenlanders on the weft ftde : It was drawn up by a 
fa£tor who lived many years in the country, and who 
colle£l:ed fuch an account from the Greenlanders of all 
parts, as may pretty much be depended upon. Hefbunil 
in thecompals of about 4oIe<^ues, which was the cir- 
cle of his dealings, the following. 

In Kellingeit - - . ^ fouls 
Kariak - - -- -zo 

Amaratik bay - - g 

K.ook<xtneo. - - - 10 

Kanzek 
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Kangjjk - . - - II , 

New-herrnhut (Ann. 1761) - 440 ■ 
Good-hope _ - _ aoo 
In the bay of Ball's rirer - 6S 
InPiffugbilc - - - 110 

957 fouls. 

Thefe conftantly lived there. There could be m 
cmnputation of the roving buthUnders, that ve al- 
ways coming and going. This country is one of tbe 
moftpc^ulous, except Difko bay and the foutfa j lor in 
other parts a pcrTon may travel fixty miles, and not 
meet with one foul. Should we now admit that tha 
country is Inhabited fur the fpace of 400 leagues, and 
make the calculation of even a 1000 fouls for 40 Icagves, 
in confideration of the fouth and north being more po- 
pulous, ftill the total amount would be but io,Doo ; 
but the above-mentioned ia&or will allow only 7000* 
becaufc there are To manydcfert places. He indeed auots, 
that the natives of Greenland amounted to 30,000 in 
the year 1730, and when hf made his firft ^cujation 
in 1746, there were ftill 20,000 1 and confequently 
their number has diminished almoft two thirds, or at 
leaft one-half fince that time. 

After leaving Kangdc, there is no dwslling-place of 
the Greenlanders till you come ten leagues north to Pif. 
fugbik, where they live both on the continent and the 
illands. Four leagues further is a JUhing bay, where 
the firft milfionary aljb made an attempt to fettle, cm 
account of the filhery, and the quantity of grafs. Tfait 
neck of land is very narrow, and alfo very flat, in com- 
panion of the high land in general. It runs parallel 
with Ball's river. > 

Thirty leagues from Good-hope, we come to the 
Napparfok iilands. There and on the main land we meet 
with good grafs-plots, and dry wood driven in by the 
fea; as alfo iifli, birds, and leals. The floating ice 
that comes round Statenhook, &om the eaft fide, witil 
the ccAlrie of the current, and the fouth wind, gMs no 
fnrdter than this place, becaufe the current abates here, 
and is at an entire Hand funher north. In the year 
1 756 the ice obliged the Good-hope fliip to put in and 
ftay 
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ftajr here, till an eafl and north wind had wafted the 
ice weftwards from land.' 

Not far off. is OmenSk, a place where Greenlandfers 
live. The former inhabitants of this place were ftig- 
Hiatized wrth ah ill chancer all over the country, on 
account of murdering. ' - 

Then come mountains called alfo by the Dutch Saal, 
that is Saddle -mountains, leather with many great 
^nd finaU iflands, one of which, called by them Kin van 
Saal, is the land-rmark by which the navigators fteer. 

In thefc parts a good deal of albeftus, or Hone-flax, 
chryflal, rol dyer's earth, and white marble is found, 
as alfo the lad ruins of the old Norwegians ; fca further 
north we can get no certain account of any. 

In the 65 deg. 46 niin. 56 leagues from Good- 
hope, is a bay which the Dutch callBruyne bay : In 
this bay on the little illand Katigak, that Is Forehead, the 

Fourth colony, Zuiierfop, or Sugar-loaf, was f6und- 
edin the year 1755, by order of riie merchants com- 
pany, by the fa£tor Andrew Olfen, who is ftill there. 
The name is derived from three tops of hills that look 
atadtdance like fugar-loaves, and which the feamcn 
fteer by when they enter the harbour. The harbour is 
one of the beft and fafcft in the country, and lies only 
half a league from the open fea, between two little 
iflands ; but the coujjtxy is very barren and baj^, and has 
no rein-deer. On the other hand,, ^elides the ordinary 
filhes, feals, and birds, the fea. af^rds now and then a 
whale, which arc very feldom feen in the more fouthcrly 
parts. The whales come here in January and Febru- 
ary, but they are feldomtaken by the Greenlanders, and 
never bythe Europeans, forw&it of proper boats and 
tackle. The faAcr Hruck one once, but not having 
line enough, he faftened what he had to fome empty 
calks, inllead of a bladder, as the Greenlanders do, but 
the fifhefcapcd. 

There are but few Greenlanders hereabout, yet the 
trade is pretty good. * Hitherto there has been no mif- 
lionary here, but a catechift, Berthel Larfen, theeldeft 
on the Danifh miffion, and the grcateft proficient in llie 
language. This colony and Good-hope, are frequented 
by one fliip. 

Having 
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, Having paSjei a couple of b<iys, one of them about 
35 leagues long* bordered with much grafs and many 
buihes; 20 leagues further we come to agreatlAand, 
(furrounde^ wi^ many fmall ones,] on which we meet 
with fome deep jJ^!a arul levd land, and alfo good 
fe!mon..iiIheries. '"There we alfo find a white clay that 
ihinc? lie iUver, and docs not burll in the fire. Among 
the rocks is one very large one, with a deep iTpace or 
valley in the middle of it, which is 'overflowed at high 
watitf*' and- in ferene fampier weather fcores: of feals go 
in Wfith the tide, which, when the water is fallen, are 
caught and killed by the Greealanders> like as in a 
decoy. 

5 s- " 

In the, 67 deg. is the Wyde-bay* before which the 
?fiand, Nepifet or Nepifcne Ucft. A faflory was efta- 
bliflked herein the year 1724, fw traffic and the whale 
filberyi but, the next year it' was forfaken again, and 
the houfes. burnt by foreign failqra. In the year 1729 
afecond attempt wa^mitdi^ to fettle a cekny, and a 
caftle or fort was bi^t, butf^n-^fter it. was again 
abandoned and dentohme^ by ^e Icing's orders. 

Not far from hence,, about 4.0 leagues from Zukkcr- 
tppf 'is the A'lOirlok inl^t, aiid in its vicinity fome 
-whales are kilW cf cry year, by {Hfi'^reenlanders, 
, In the- year 1.759 the ^^^^ cglony was begun there, 
and called Hal/ieinbHrg, in remembrance of the privy 
counfellor and preiident of the honourable mifllons 
coUcge, Count Holftein. The .prefent £a^pr is cap- 
tain Niels Egede, a fore of-,the firftjriiffionary. The 
miffionary is Japob BiSQr, and his .catechift Chriftian 
Wolfe ; who is at tbe;^^e:tim9 an affiftant to the fac- 
tory, as the fadx>r'is aSftwtto,the million. Thiaco- 
IcSny is onb- 0/ ^e;.moft commodious places both for 
dwelling and ib:aatng., '. ' , 

• From thit place )^ur up, IcouU oolfea'tioconipleit oor eeroljft ac- 
cmiDt, becaufe the fi£tcn-,nrho cammunicved the forcgaiog tome, bad not 
luyigited not feen ihi land my further. TLt couniry lioriiwatd viri" but 
little from that which Iluve already dercribed, and 1 Hiould- be able lo fay 
nothing new, waa 1 to Vice md delineate the b*;t, iiflets, iOands, filhei, 
and biid) thereof. 

Twelve 
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Twelve leagues further comes 6thly, the well-known 
South-hay in the 67th d eg. 30 min. wbtrre the Dutch 
whale-fifhers had their heft haven, and when the fifhery 
Was ended, this Was their place of rendezvous, in order 
to their i^urfl. A colony was erefted hefe m 1756, 
but fince the laft-mentioned colony was fettled and 
improved, this is occupied only by one man, who col- 
lefls the blubber from the few ncighbotiring Green- 
landers. 

Sixteen leagues farther, in the 68 deg. lies theyth 
Colony, Egedis Minde^ i. e. Egede's memorial. This 
WaSercfled in 1759, by capt. Egede, who gave it that 
name in memory of his father. The preient factor's 
jiame is John Peterfen, said he is catcchift at the fame 
time. The whale fifliery has been very profperous Tome 
years in the parts about thefe three laft fafCorieS, but yet 
the Grcenlanders have mo^y quitted thefc parts, tho' 
the coufttry abounds in fifli and fowl. BieMcs, 
fhfl laft place is frozen up all the winter, and is not 
Apentill May when the whalc-fifliery is over. For this 
reafoi> they are confulting about removing this, cokmy 
further to the Dunk illands. 

§ 6. 
We come next to RilFkult, and then the aorth-bay j 
after that the fea mattes its way feuth-eaft into the 
land, and forms the well-known great EWfko bay, where 
there are a multitude of fm»ll iflands, the prind- 
pal of which are the Weft, Whale, Gr*en, Dog, and 
Dunk iflands. Part of thefe extend tbemfelves eaft- 
ward as far as Spiring bay, and part northwards to Di&o 
ifland. This whole bay is about 160 leagues in con»- 
pafs. The land is high, flat above, and clad with ice. 
Beneath near the Aipe resldis a flat level country. The 
Dutch maps intimMc, that <m> a place theycall Schans, 
good coals have been found, but they ware offnr made- 
ufe of. On this ifland are many rein-deer, which are 
found on no iiland befKtes. The water between this 
and the firm land is called the Waigat, and is fix 
leagues broad. The fifliery in the bay is the beft in tl!e 
whole country ; in the winter when Ae bay freezes up, 
■ the Greenlanders take a multitude of fcals on the ice, 

, and 
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•nd ilk Ac f^ng they catch fiiull whales, and Ibme- 
l^mcs great one*. Many Dutch whale-fifhcrs alfo come 
here every year. Dilko-bay is the moft populous place 
. of any on the coaft, except thofe parts furtheft fouA, 
wbere there are no colonies as yet. Difko is alio the 
heA place for tr»de. 

Therefore the eighth colony Chrifitmt-hept, was efta. 
Uifhed here in 17341 by order of Mr. Jacob Severin. 
It was fixed in Vure «- Fir-bay, in the 69 deg. 30 min. 
OT as others reckon, the 68 deg. 34 minutes. The lirft 
Hiiflwmary there was Mr. Paul Egede, the eldefl fon of 
tlic late fupcrintcndant Egede, who is at prefentprofef- 
for at Copenhagen, and provoft of the royal Danilh 
miffion in Greenland- The prefent faiSor is Suanen- 
bielm Lilienskiold. But the miifionwas removed eight 
leagues further north in 1752} by Mr. Block, the mif- 
fiooary at that time. 

Aad.lhere 9thly, the faftory Claus-havm was erected. 
The name of the fu^or or ailiftant thire is Hammond, 
the miffionary Stage, and his catechili Jens Peterfen 
Moerk. They are now lo have a church. 

Four leagues further north is the Ice-bay, v4iich, 
according to the report of the .Grecnlanders^ was for- 
merly an open found, as far as the eaft-fide of the 
country, but it isnowquiteflopped up with ice. Many 
and the largeft ice-hills are every year driven out of. this 
bay. A great many Greenlandcrs live here.' 

Therefore the tenth colony, 'JaceVs-birutn, was 
b^n here in the year 1741, not far from thebayMak- 
lykuyt. It -ins. lb called in remembrance of the di- 
redor of trade Mr. Jacob Severin. The name of the 
chief aJfiftant now there, is Peter Hind, the milfionary 
Fabriciuf, and thet^tcchiH Jacob PaulTen. Allthefe 
three places are afiigned to one Ihip, which often ia 
loaded with 400 hoglheads of blubber, each containing 
eighty gallons, and confequently is bdl freighted. 

5?- : 

From Jacoh's-haven thecoafters fail iirfi north and thea 

weft, for Z4leagues out of Dilko bay. Then between ' 

the 69 and 70 deg. they come to the nth colony, Riu 

taiitai, founded in J755,by thefaftorCharles Dala^, 

who 
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viho b Aill there. In' this dountry Ane white w^ct4h)iie< 
BTC found, n^ich are fometimes caljed oil-A<Aies, - j 

The twelfth and laft colony is Noegfiak,- i. e. the 
great Nefs, which was erefled in 1758, in the 71 deg. 
at the end of the Waigat. The fair's name^isjcdin 
Bruun: both thefe colonies are vilxted by Mie fliip ; 
but -hitherto they have not prodiiced a great deal, be- 
caufe 'tis ims^ined the lafl is not fituated in the right 
place; for which reafon preparation is making to tcanf- 
plant it fome leagues further into Jacob's -creek, wtere 
many Greenlandera live. There is no qfiffion at:cither 
of them, only a catechift at the lirft place, whom thd 
Green landers call Jacungoak, /. «.. th^ ' little Jac[4>. 

We have no certain account of the. conntcy! further 
north. William Baffin, who, -with' captain SiobertBylot, 
attempted to find a paf&g^thr(^ Qavis's llraits in 161 6, 
and called the fea from the -jiA to the 78th deg. Baffin's 
Say, fays, that he traded with the Greenlandera at Horn- 
tound in the 73 deg. but ia the 74th deg, he found too 
natives, but feveral places wliere tents had been fet up, 
fromwhenceiiec<mcluded, that at certain feafons in the 
fummer people reftded there. The fea was full of feals 
and uoieorn fifh, and in Thomas- Smith's^ fwndi in the 
ySthdeg. he found the largeft^whales.- .: .-j .:.- . " 

The Grcenjanders in DiftO fay^ that the coontry Ja 
inhabited for 200 leagues upward, that is, as far as the 
78th deg. yet very thinly ; for tho' there is jJenty of 
cider-fowls, white bears, feals, and whales, "yet no 
body liked to live there long, becaufeof thetcdious me- 
lancholy winter nights. They hid alfo a want of. ?W-ood 
and iron, which they procured in barter from tfie fbuth- • 
landers for unicorn-horn. The land was nothing but 
dreary rock and ice, and did not produce fo much grafs 
as they ufcd in their ifaoes, therefore they bartered for 
grafj too. Inftead of making their houfe»with wood- 
work and turf, theyraake them with the, hwa of. uni- 
corn-fifh, clay, and feal-fkins. The land ftretches 
north-weft towards America, and is fenced with many 
iflands. Here and there, they fay, are ftiMies.ftan^ng 
trefl, with arms extended, uke the guidc-f-pofts- in ouf 
country. Fear has alfo perfuaded them^ that there 
iUnds a great Kablunak, or European, on-a certain 
4 hill. 
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hill, to whom they offer a piece of wbale-bons wheii 
Ihcy pafi by; 

The fouth part Of the coimtiyj a^ yet uhinhabiwd by 
Europeans, has however been more traverfed than the 
north. For in 1723, in autamn, Mr. Egedemide i 
Voyage for (lifcoTeries, as far as the 60th deg. which ihall 
be further fpoken of in its place j and in the years 1 749, 
and 1752) a fcrvant of the factory undettook a vc^age 
to thofe parts for trade, and in his laft excurfion hd 
fpent two futnmert and a winter in the fouth i but no- 
thing Was made public. The principal accounts havd 
hitherto been colle&ed from the relations of the Green- 
landers, 2 number of whom come up every year from 
the fouth, northward, and then gobacic again. 

They reckofi fi»e days voyage fr«ih Fredcric's^bope 
to Cape Farewell^ which, is the nttcrmoft end of land ^ 
the medium of this five days voyage may be about 100 
leagues or upwards along the coaft. They mention by 
name the following places, where they are ufed to take 
lip their nights lodging, or tarry^ for a little reft. 

I. Sermeliarfok, t. /, the great ice^bay. Here Is l 
good place for catching feals and fmall htfirings;. Pn>- 
bably this bay was formeily difc Straits of Forbilher* 
which are now quite blockaded inth icet In the tnaps it 
is fixed in 61 deg. 20 minutes. 

a. Kudnaimc, a popnlnus place on high firm land, 
nearRiany illands. A Ikde farther there goes a loncb nar- 
row, low neck of land out into the fea, which the Green-' 
landers call Itttblik. . Theydon'tlike to coaft round ii^ 
bccaufeof the wild fea, but imload their boats, and car- 
ry them acrofs the land; 

3. Kikkertarfoak, ('. e. the great illani^. It has i 
harbour wherd the Dutch formerly carried on a good 
trade. In 1 742, a Dutch Jhip lying at anchor here wai 
crufhed to pieces by the ite, which was driven in by a 
fiortn ftom the fouth j and the crtw ifrere obliged to goi 
in their boat to the whalc-fifbers in South'bay. 

4. Ikkerfoakj i. e. the great broad bay or found. A 
little way from it lies the Igalik creek, >'. *. the Boiling- 
place : here many tranfparenft an^ulated ftones ^ d 

.Vei. L C fouKdi 
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fbundi which are fo hard that they will cut glafa. Then 
follows Tunnuliarbilc, or the cornered bay, with a^ood 
haren j as alfo Kangek, and Aglutok. Many Green- 
landers live in this place, and in all likelihood it is the 
beft, moft froitfiil, and agreeable, place in all Green- 
land ; for we not only hear all the Greenlanders extol 
it, and in that view invite us thither, but a great cjuan- 
tity of ruins of old Norwegian dwellings are found 
there. 

5- Onartok, or the warm place, a beautifiil verdant 
ifland, in the mouth of aa fruitful an inlet. The ifland 
derives its name from a warm fountain, which boils up 
in winter as well as fummcc, and is fb hot that a piece 
of ice thrown into it diffolves dire&ly. In thefe parts 
there is a good herring or capclin fifhery, to.wjiicb the 
Greenlanders of the eaft-fide come five days voyage. 
After this follow two populous iflands, Sermefok, 

./. *. Ice-ifland, having lofty rocks ^ and Nennortalik, 
that is. Bear's -Ifland. They both lie about the 59th deg. 
and form the well-known Cape-farewell : fevcral large 
and little iflands are fprinkled up and down in its neigh- 
bourhood : between thefe and the main land is a pretty 
wide found or ftrait, which a rapid ftream pafles thro*. 
Thro' this found they fail to the eaft-fkle : the Green- 
Isuiders fay, that on the eaft coafl of thefe iQands, they 
in fummer no longer, behold the riling fun afcending 
over the land, but emerging out of the ocean ; whence 

' we CMiclude that this is the furtfaeft fouth-eaH point of 
the land, and confequent^' Statei^ook. 



CHAP. n. 

Op the Sea and Ice-. 

§,. 

WE have already mentioned the Straits of ForbiHier 
in§S, and thofe oftheBear-foundin ^j.Bothof 
thefe are, marked in the Dutch maps of Davis's Straits, 
as paflages to the Eaft-fide. There is belides the Ice- 
bay in Difko, which they report to have been the third 
, . -paflage 
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paHage thro'. But as neither Mr. Egede, who in 
1723, attempted to find out the Straits of Forbiflicr 
for a paiTage to the eaft-fide, could difcover the fame, 
nor the Icelanders make any mention of it in their dc- 
fcription of Old Greenland ; a doubt has arifen whether 
Martin Forbiflier, who was fent hither by Elizabeth, 
Queen of England, in 1576, ever difcovered and failed 
thro' any fuch Strait. I will not examine into it ; 
but at prefent 'tis imagined that the above-mentioned 
great ice-bay SermeliarfoJc, which lies a day's fail fouth 
of Frederic's- hope, between the 61 ft and 62d deg. is 
the Straits of Forbiflier, but they cannot now be tra- 
YCrfed on account of the ice. A factor that refided ma- 
ny years in Frederic's -hope, communicated his thoughts 
about it to mc, which deferve to be recorded, becaufe 
they convey at the fame time an idea of the romantic 
form of the upper inland country, and of the ice. 

Here follows an extraft thereof. 

'* I have had a good opportunity, in my trading voy- 
'* ages, to examine into thofe countries. In the be- 
'* ginningl could not conceive how fuch vaft quantities 
'* of ice could drive out to fea, without the Icaft di- 
" minution of the vifible remainder, from a bay, which, 
" tho'itwiisevcrfolong, vetwasclofedatoncend. Thi? 
** efflux continues from July to November ; and when 
'* the ftream is ftrong, and the weather calm, the 
" pieces Boat out in fuch quantities, that they reach 
V 20 or 30 leagues in length into the fea, and five or 
" fix leagues broad, if a high wind doth not drive 
" them further out to fea, ana difperfe them. When 
'*■ I enquired of the Grecnianders for the caiife of it, 
*' the anfwcr I got was :— '* The cavky is great, and 
*' has no end :. our anceftors have related that they 
" could pafs thro' there." — Now feeing noonecoul4 
*' inform mc any further, I ventured in i747> at a 
" place where theGreenlandersreforttocatch rein-deer, 
" to go I4leagues thro' the ice into the bay, and then 
" mounted a hill with fome Greenlanders, in orderio 
** have a profped of the Forbiflier Straits. But I &w 
" little or nothing; for the higheft land, as far as I 
*' could fee, which might be about 40 leagues, was 
*' nothing but mountains and ice. The place indeed 
C z " •* where 
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*' where the frelum ftiould be, was perceptitly lower, 
"but crouded with heavy flakes of ice heaped one up-' 
" on another. But there was much more of the mar- 
*' vellous to be heard than to be feen ; for there wa» 
*' fuch a frightful rumbling, and cracking of the ice, 
" as if many cannons had been fired at once, and then 
*' cnfued a violent nojfe, like the roaring of a cafradc j 
" which all together excited in me the fenfatrons of ter- 
" ror, wonder, and entertainment at the fame time. 
'f Now tho' I plainly faw the Ibwer ice, and heard the 
" water lulhing under it, and could conclude ftom 
" thence that there muft be a flrong ftream of water 
" running there, yet I could not comprehend howthi* 
^ fretum could remain obftruifted in fuch a manner 
',' . with ice ; and yet how every year, within the fpace 
*' of a few days, fuch an isnmenfe fpread of ice, many 
" leagues long and' broad, coultf i flue from it. In the 
*' year 1^51, I'got aclcarer folution of this ; when, in 
'' September, I and fome Grcenlanders undertook a 
*' journey at the Eii-hlinkf or fhining-ice, fo fei into 
** the land as any Grcenlander, and no European, ever 
** was before ; which may be feen in the cxtrafl of my - 
" journal, in the appendix to the GreenlaBd relation*. 
" Here I found, that tho' fronting the fea there appears 
*' nothing but firm land, overfpread with ice, yet 
*' within the land there may ftill be open water. 1 
'' alfo found how the pieces of ice make their way into 
f the open fea, under the firm ice, by means of th» 
*' current. When and how the month of this bay, 
"which is called the Ice-glance, was ftopped up, is 
•' unknown. It is probable that in the midft of win- 
" ter, during a long continuance of c^m weather, the 
" floating ice flagnated in the mouth, upon which a 
*' fevere frtSft and fnow cnfijedj afterwards, in the 

, * This cmtire wa camraunicatcf 

ftudcDt, bui a nun of reading and fi 

fttvatinnj on Ibe Grtenlandets tnin 

zn a«ouRT «f the tcmperanunt, monls, eujinna and fupeiflitiiin of tb« ' 

OnEnlandns. Thii h* did, and lent it in 1751, with > dedication, to ■ 

tcj-fcn of now. ^At my iciutn from Crcenlimd, 1 found ihiitKitife puh- ' 
illed'urtdtnht dtleia Danift : Cnalmdiki rilaiimcr, hidcbtliltnit Grta- 
'^iri'di'Mi iH'cgUvrui, Jtra fiikit tg vidtargttr, fami Untfmmm erfif'fi'' 
'fWi lUiig' itxi itnt rrgahnrr evir mi^tncn, pmmcnihcvii vitlrruark'c- 
M^'-t -Miflit i <lt>i«Ur.d, af Uri Daltgir, Khttmai. 

- «' fF«i6». 
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" fpring, it might thaw and melt in the ilay time, and. 
*' freeze again at night ; .and tbiis foldcred and cement-^ 
" ed the ice together, that neither the fun, the ftream, 
'■ nor the wind, could diflblve and difperfe it the fol- 
*' lowing fummer. And after maiiy years, the quaii- 

■ " titles of fhow being confolidated to ice, 'tis now 
*' augmented to that enarmouE Hze, that the oipenings 
" or arches under it, which by x^afon of their narrow- 
" neis increafc the foiTce of the flream, are is many 
*' places 20 fathom high. The pieces cf ice diat ajre 
*' precipitated every year from the mountains into the 
" bay, are hurried by the llream down upon this icy 
'' hridge ; the fmall ones glide thro', butthc great ones, 
" -whi^ are fome of them 20 fathom high, and up- 

. " wards, by frequent dalhing againll it are broken, till 
'* they can pafs thro' toou Such is the formation of 
" the Ice-glance. In the iame manner may the amaz- 
** ing quantities of ioe driven from the eall to our vfe& 
" fea, thr.o' the frozen i^orbijher-ftr^ts, under more 
** than one icy-bridge, be accounted for : and in lilce 
** manner may this fretum, as well as the Ice-glance 
** bay, be ftill open in fome places within the land. Mid 
" on the eaft fide of the country^ Tis alfo obferva- 
** hie in the pieces of ice iiat drive out of this channel, 
** that they ate not (inooth and entire like other ice, 
" but ragged and cruj[ljed, and fretted into holes, which 
" demonftrates that they have been impelled and rub- 
■" fccdaiong lime hy fhe ftream in the paflage." 

To give ahetter Mea of the afpefl of the uppo- coun- 
try, I will infert, by way of extradi, the above-men- 
tioned fadtor's relation of his tour at the loe-glance. 

*' AuguftaS, 1751, I fent the great boat to tearch 

" for lire-wood, nonh of the ice-glance, and I ac- 

" companieditinmy hunting-boat. On thisoocafion, 

" I almoll refolved to attempt a journey to the e.'^ft fide, 

*' over the great icy plains ; and what induced nic to 

. *' it was this : Laft July a Greenlander in hunting, 

" came by degrees fo high, that he faid he had fecn 

■ ^ the mountains of the ancient Kahltaais* on theeyft 

* TkeOrccnUnden call an Eiiropem a Kaliliipiii. ' 

C 3 " Mf, 
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fide. This excited a dcfire in mc to fee the country, 
and I entered upon my tour in a bay fouth of tfae*ice- 
glance, with this Greenlander and his daughter, and 
three young Greenlanders befides, Sept. 2, we bound 
our bag of provifion and lodging furniture together, 
and gave it the girl to carry. The reil of us took 
each his taiai {as they call the little fingle man^s 
canoe) upon his head, and his gun on his fhoulder, 
and begun our march with a ftaff in our hands. The 
firft league, on the bank of an elvc or brook, was 
level and good. But then we were obliged to climb 
an high, and very uneven rock, where we often 
tumbled down with the boat upon our heads.- At 
fun-fct we defcended on the other fide, to a large 
bay, as long as a good day's palTage for a kaiak -row- 
er, i.. e. 20 leagues long. . Formerly the Greenland- 
ers C0UI4 row into it from the fea i but in fucceeding 
thnes, the ice blodced up its mouth from land to land, 
in fome places a league, and in others two leagues in 
breadth. On the 3d, we put our kaiaks in water, 
and rowed a league and half acrofs the bay to the 
north'fide : there we laid our boats on land, and co- 
vered them with ftones, and then profecuted our 
journey on foot, over a rock, towards the norfh- 
eaft. In the evening we came to firm ice. On the 
,^th, jn the morning, we entered upon it, to 
mount to the top of the mountain that lies in the 
middle of the ice-glafice, to which we had a couple 
of le^ues to walk : the way to it was as «ven as the 
ftreets of Copenhagen. An hour after fun-rifing 
we came to the top : there we ran the whole day 
after rein-deei%, and fhot one, the flelh of which 
fell to the Greenlanders fbare: for as there was 
was neither Ihrubs nor grafs on this plain to make 
fire with, that fomething of it might be boiled for 
me, I was obliged to be fatisfied with a piece of 
bread and cheefe. On the 5th ,we travelled further 
over the ice, to reach the higheft rock on the ice- 
glance, to which we had about a couple of leagues. 
Wefpcntfeven hours in this march, becaufe the ice was 
uneven andfullofclefts, which obliged us to go rotind 
about. About cloven o'clock we came to the lock, 
" and 
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*' and having refted an hour, we began our albent. To- 
*' wards four o'clock we advanced to it8 fummit, with' 
** much fweat and toil. Here was I truly filled with 
*' wonder at the extenfive profpeft on all fides, but' > 
*' chiefly at the fpacious field of ice acrofs the country 
'* as far as the caft coaft, where the hills were covered 
" with fnow, the fanje as on this fide. In the begin-' 
" ing it appeared to me as if it could not be above ten 
** or twelve leagues to the eaft-coaft : but » I could 
** alfo fee the mountains by Good-hope, 48 leagues' 
** diftant from us towards the north, which prelented 
'* themfclves as big as thofe on the eaft, and when I 
'* reflcftcd on thediftance between Good-hope and us,' 
" I was obliged to make my eftimation higher. We' 
'* ftaid on the top till feven in the evening, and then' 
" defcended a little, and laid oifffelves down to fleep. 
•' But I could fleep but little for the aflivity of my 
•* thoughts, and the fharpnefs of the cold. On the 
" 6th in the morning a rein-deer wasfhot juft by our' 
" fleeping place, and as I had enjoyed nothing warm 
" for five days, I drank a good draught of the blood, ftill 
•• warm, which Ifound was far from doingmeharm. The 
*' Greenlahders cat a good piece of the raw flefli for 
*' breakfafl-, and took a hanch of it with them. Now' 
** tho' I would gladly have proceeded one day's journey' 
*' further on the ice, in order to form (bme computation 
*' of the diftance from the caib-fide ; yet we had many 
" reafons for thinking of our journey back, one of 
•* which was of weight, viz. that we were next to bare- 
" foot ; for tho' each of us was provided with two pair 
*< of good boots, yet they were worn full of holes by ' 
'< the fliarp ice and ftones, and the GFeenland girl 
•' could not mend them, becaufe flie had loft -ter few- 
** ing implements. 

** The difcoveries I could make of the land towards 
" the eaft-fide were as fi>llows : About north~caft, or 
" eaft-north-eaft, are the ncareft hills on the eaft fide. 
** They are lefs thanthc^e on the weft-fidc, which I 
'' fuppofed from hence becaufe they were covered with 
" lefi fiiow. The country where the ForbUher-ftrait 
" is imagined to be, appears pretty much upon a level, 
** and conftantly covered with ice. I don't know that 
C 4 « Ifaw 
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*f I faw more than two or three little hills, that could 
'^ be fuppofed land. On the contrary, towards the 
*' north-eaft and north-weft, the rocks plainly rear 
*' their beads above the ije, and fome of their tops are 
'f entirely naked of fnow, I faw particularly one long 
*•' hill, between two huge focks, whofc bare back lookT 
" ed all over of the natural colour of earth. 

'• Were I to give my fentimenu of thjs whole icy 
*f region, that cuts off the communication with the 
** «m-fide, I fliould imagine that as far as relates to the 
'5 way, the journey might be pra^icable ; for the plains 
i* of ice did ^ot fecm fo dangerous, or the pits in it fo 
" deep as they are faid to be, Somp of them may be 
*' pffed thro' like a valley, and others may be leaped 
*' over, as we often did with the help of our guns, 
*' and in general I did not find them deeper than four or 
'* five fethom. 'Tis true, thcrewere chinks or chafms 
'*. here and there, which, according to appearance, 
*' werebottomlefj^but theywerenot long,an<lwecould 
*' go round them. But on the other hand, for the fol- 
*' lowing reafons, it would very likely be impoffiblc to 
*' perform fuch a journey : Fiiil, becaufe no one can 
" fake fo much prpviiipn with him a$ would be necef- 
** fary fur it. Ag>tn, I look upon it to be impQilib)e for 
** a living creatitK to draw breath, ip fuch an in'toje-- 
" rable fcvere cold, pfpccially as he muft encamp fo ma-r 
'^ ny fucceiEve night; op the plains of ice. For tho* 
*i we took up out' night's Ipdging, not on (he \ce, but 
*' the earth, and were wejl provided with furs j for I 
f* had two warm under-garments, and the furred (kin 
*' of a rein-deer over them, apd put my feet in a fu:k 
*' ,-made fw the purpofe, of bear-fkin ; yet when wc 
** had fat or lain down for an hour, it was to me as if 
*f my limts wopld have frozen ftiff with cold ; fo that 
*' the cold never incommoded me fo much in all the 
" winter nights I have Iain in the open air in Grecn- 
*' land, as it did thefe firft days of September. 

M On the fevQnth, in the evening, we came again to 
'* the bay, where we had laid up our karaks. On the 
*t eighth wc fctrytid qyer^ and came in the evening to 
}'. our tents," ■ ■ '^ ' 
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From the above we may in fome meafure form a re- 
prefentation of the upper inland country, which is 
moHly glazed wi^h ice, and alfo of the ice fwimming 
in the bays and oceaii. I will not here enter upon the 
enquiry how ice Is generated in rivers and Teas, and bow 
it diilolves again. This belong^ to the ftudy of the 
courfe of nature, which no one is entirely a ftrangcr 
to i but I would only fliow how the aflonifhing fieuls 
and mountains pf ice m this fea are formed, and whence 
they arife. 

The fliips that have failed to find out a paRage to 
China, fome to the north-eaft, by the way of J^ova- 
Zembla j fome to the north-wcft thro' the ftraits of D«- 
vis and Hudfon's-bay ; have been commonly hindered by 
the ice from attaining their end, and fome of them havs 
even been fliipwrecked in the attempt. To fee this, wc 
need only read the Recuiil dt vvjagts au Nerd. In the 
fame manner the ice has hindered the difcovery of the 
countries towards the fouth-pote, where the feamen have 
met with more ice in the temperate degrees, and confe- 
quently a colder air, than in the fame latitude towards the 
north. In the year 17^9, it was feen in the 47th deg. 
fouth lat. but a certain indifiin^tnefs prevails in the 
defcriptlons that have been given of the ice, becaufe 
the floating mountains of ice, and the AiWlii'g flakes or 
fields of ice, have not been properly diftlnguimed, and 
therefore alfo the origin of each kind has not been 
duly difcuITed. 

The ice-mountains are pieces of ice floating in the 
fea, ofmonftrous magnitude and fonn*. Some of them 
look like a church, or a caftle with fquare or pointed 
tiirrets ; others like a (hip In full fail, and people have 
often given themfelves fruitlefs toil, to go on board and 
pilot the imaginary {hip into harbour. Others appear 
like large Iflands, with plains, valleys, and hills, which 
toften rear their heads 200 yards above the level of the 
fea. Nay a milHonary, a man of veracity, told me, that 
. in Dlfko-bay, on a ground which thewh^e-Jiihersfayis 
300 fatljom deep, feveral fuch ice-mountains have flood 

fall 
* The IcimcDCiU it hen; ice. 
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faft for many years, one of which they call the city 
Harlem, and another, Amfterdam. Sometimes they 
laften their fhips to diem, and unload their tratn-barrels 
on the flat.icc. 

This ice it for the moft part very hard, dear, an<} 
tranfpatent as gUA, of a pale green coloar, and fome 
pieces &y-blue ; but if you mdt it, 'and let it freese 
again, it beccxnes white. Seme large pieces appear grey, 
and fome black; and if you examine them more nearly, 
they arc found to be incorporated with earth, ftones, and 
bru&-wood, which weic waflied off by the rain from 
the hillocks (that peep out Hill above the ice), and fo 
were unmnredin ice. Nay Budbn*s^rts, out of a 
vc^age of the Dutch into the north feas, that pee^le 
have found not only earth, but nefts with birds-eggs 
embofbmed in fuc^ a piece of ice. Some of thefe 
pieces haveadiidtcruftof fait water froicn upon them, 
thro' their lying many years on fome fliallow fea-beach, 
whene after the fun had thawed away a good deal of 
^cir upper part, they became lighter, and floated 
Bgun. 

Thefe }umps of ice, fome little, and fome lar^, are 
fcen in numben in the bays of Davis's-ftraits, but moAly 
in the fpring time, after a violent ftonn, when 30 or 30 
pieces come driving out, and then in agun, one after 
anotho-. Some of them (as mentioned before) lie a 
vi4nle on the fliallow (bore, and partly diHolve, partly 
an fet afloat again, by the tide or floods, and driven out 
«e fea i -till U laft th^ are either Ibftened, and daflied 
to pieces by the continual waihing of the waves, or are 
idriven by the ftre»n further foirth, between the 50th 
and ^oth deg. on the coafts of Newfoundland or Nova- 
•Sootia, and there entirely melted by the warmth of 
the fun. 

Martens, in his voyage to S[ntzberg, (ays thatthere lie 
fuch great pieces of ice there at the foot of the hills, that 
arc higher fome of them than the hills themfelves. 
There are particularly feven fudi mountains of ice all 
■ in a row between the rocks. They are blue, full of 
clefts uid cavities made by the rain, and are powdered 
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with iiiowonthe n^bythemeltingandAvesiRgag^n 
ofwhicfa, theyareemy ycaraugmeneed. This ice is 
more Tolid than the driving ice, anddifpUys a variety of 
curious figures agreeable to the eye. Muiy pieces loolc 
like trees with branches, and theJakes of mow that fadl 
upon them, appear to the &ncy like lexvcs. Some of 
them are formed lilce a church, with pomades on the 
top, and pillars, windows, aicfaes and doors on the 
itdes, and ibe blue-coloured rays darcuig outwards &om 
within, yield the rejemblance oC a glory. 

According to thecitation of BnSaa, out of Wafe^t 
VBjagKt and odiers, there are pieces of ice towards the 
icHi^-pole, particuWly about the IbutlMirmoft point of 
Amerioa, near Terra del Fuego, which die Tailors at firft 
took to be iHands ; they computed them to be from one 
to two French leagues long, and 400 or 500 foot high. 
Ellis found pieces in Hut^m's-bay, 500 or 600 yards 
thi<^*. Bamn alio meafured fndi a piece, and found die 
part that lifted its head above the water, to tie 140 foot 
hig^, and yet it was but tl>e Icventh [art ; from whence 
the dimenlions of the entire piece might be eftimated. 
Nay thoe are &id to be fome ioe-tiflandi near Nova- 
Zembla, ^aax ftretch above 100 &diom out of the 
water. 

Where wA how ^efe enormous ice-mountains coa- 
gulate, difengage them&lves, and then enlarge ; is hard 
to fay with any certainty, yet conjedlures-may be made 
from parallel ci^. Some ia^ine they t^e their rife 
from fea-water that freezes in the bays down to the bot- 
tom ; that they ai« forced off by a rapid flood, when the 
fnow melts in the fpring ; that they are augmented by 
the mifts and rains, which ditei^ly congeals to ice, and 
at laft are wafted into the fea h^ a high wind. But this 
cannot be ; for, not to alledge that the fea-water very 
' feldom freezes more than a few yards deep, and even in 
Ae fmalleft and ftiUeft coves never to die bottom, or 
clfe the Greenlanders could not lifli in the ice ; without 
infifting on this, I fay, it. is 3. certain confutation of 
the above hypothefis, that diefe pieces of ice are not 
lalt like the fea-water, butfweet, and therefore can be 

* Set hit yiyage a Hadfaft-liq, p. 117, 
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ibnaed tio where, but fome in the rivers, andthofetbe 
finalleft pieces, and the moft and greateft on the moun. 
tains and hills, and in large caverasof the rocks. 

The iiu>u|itains are not only fo high, that the fnow, 
especially what falls on the north fide, is not lb liable to 
ipelt as is the valleys, and tarns inftantly to ice in the 
night ; but they ilfo contain Tuch clefts and cavities 
where the fun leldom or never tnje£ts his cfaearing 
beams : Belides, there ate prc^e^ons, or landing placet, 
on the declivities of the fteepeft hills, whfcre thcrain 
And &K>w-water lodges and congeals to ice. When now 
the accumulated flakes of {how Aide down, or fall with 
the rain from the emiocnces tAkm^ on thefe (belves, or 
here and there an elve or mountain-fpring comes rolling 
down to fuch a lodging-place, where the ice has already 
fcated itfelf, they ml freeze and add their tribute to it. 
This by degrees waxes to a body of ice, that can no 
more be overmaflered by Ae fun, and which, tho* it 
may indeed at certain fcafons dimifiifh by a thaw, yet 
upon the whole, thro* annual aoquifitioDs, afliimes an 
annual growth. Soc^ a body of ice is often prominent 
(aroverthe nxJcs; it docs not melt on the upper fu- 
periicies, but underneath, and withal cracks into many 
larger or fmaller clefts, from whence the thawed water 
trickles «ux ; by which it becomes atlaft fo wc^, that, 
being overloaded with its. own ponderous weight, it 
breaks loofe, and tumbles down therocks, with a mighty 
rattle and crafh ; and where it happened to hang over 
a precipice, it plunges into the bays in fuch huge pieces 
AS we fee, with a mock like thunder, and with fucfa an 
agitation of the water, as wilt overfet a boat a good way 
off; and many a poor Greenlander, coafting without 
concern along the fhore, has loft his life by it. 

The great pieces of ice that don't fall dirc£Uy into 
the water, but reft upon fome abutment in the moun- 
tains, are enlarged by the fnow-water, and at the fame 
time mixed (as obferved already) withtheearth, ftones, 
and Ihriibs waihed off from the hills ; which enlarge- 
ment and mixture thofe lumps may alfo undergo that 
freeze in the bays, and may lie many years increafing 
till they are rent off by a ftorm. Thus we need not fa 
miffh wonder at theif height and thickn^l^. 
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Whoever has fcen the ice-bll)s of Switzerland, and 
tboie among the Grifons and in Tirol, or has read the 
dcfcription of them, will be able to form an idea how 
fuch monftrous pieces of ice in the Greenland moun- 
tains, can difengage themfelves, and fall down b^ means 
of the cradu. The account of it may be feen in 
Grunert Eisgebirgt det Scbweitzerlandes, Part iti. The 
clefts or cracks in them are occafioned by the water's 
thawing underneath, and freezing again in the winter, 
or at night, in fuch a manner ai to inclofe a good deal of 
air. This confined air in the morning, efpccially in 
fiimmer, according to its elafticity, requires more room, 
andastheairandwaterthatisfealed up by froftin a veflel 
or bottle, afterwards burlls the bottle, lb this does the 
upper covering of ice, which thereupon fplits with an 
aftonifliing notfe, and with fuch a concuflton as they 
aptly denominate an ice-quake, by which people that 
are near it are obliged to fit down or they would tumble. 
At fuch times, earth, wood, and fiones, nay fc»netimes 
men and beafts that have fallen in, are fpued out. This 
in fome meafure I law in the month of July, on fuch a 
glaetjbir. When this happens, whole pieces and 
plains of ice Hide down the hill. Thefe plains of ice 
have overfpread fevejal meadows ; and at GrJndelwald, 
in the canton of Bern, it has filled up a road that wat 
open 60 years ago, to Viefcher's-bath in the Va^ 
]ais, together with the chapel of St. PetroneHa, and 
whole woods of larch trees, which are fiill feen peeping 
out here and there. 

The fize of thefe fallen pieces may be feen in the fame 
writer's defcrtption of the RfaeinwaM-glaetlher, in the 
country of the Grifons, P. ii. p. 170. which at the fame 
time illuftrates the nature of the Ice-glance in Gre«fi- 
land. This ^laetfher is laid to be two leagues long, one 
broad, and from fome hundred to a thoufand fathom 
high ; itconfi&s of nothing but fo many great columns 
of pure ice, perpendicularly cut, which have tumbled 
down from the mountains, and Ibmd near together. At 
the weft-end flows a muddy flream, that foon lofes itfelf 
again under the ice. Attheeaft-endamagniftcentar^ of 
pure ice yields an avenue into the body of the glaetflier, 
&«m whence a nrulet meets you as clear as cryftal. Ac- 
2. cwding 
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cording to the report of the neighbouring inbahitants, 
a perfOTi may walk on a whole hour eieii under this icy 
vault. 

If ftich enormous pieces of ice arc precipitated from 
the mountains of Switzerland ; and if the CardilUrai dt 
hs Andni in Peru, a chain of monntains 50 leagues 
long, one of which, called Chimboraflb, (probably the 
high eft mountain in the world, nut far from Quito,) lies 
dire^y untfer the meridian line ; if thefe, I fay, are 
conftantly covered with fnow and ice : then let no one 
wonder at the amazing ice-mountains that float in the 
watere of Greenland. But here I have one thing to 
obferve, that people ftretch the conclufion too far, if 
they fuppofetbat the freezing climate, which, in the torrid 
zone, they imagine to be 27.30 fathom, above the fuper- 
Ikies <^ the ocean, finks gradually towards tjie pole in 
fuch a manner, that beywid the polar circle it reaches 
to the plane of the fea, or the loweft lands. Ocular de- 
monftration difproves it ; for not only do Greenland- 
erslivein the 75th deg. andEuropeansinthe^ift^but I 
am an Cye-witnefs that in fummer it has not always 
fnowed, but motlly laincd, on the tops of the higheft 
Greenland-mountains ; and when fnow does fall there, 
it foon yaniflies again: I own, they are not 3200 fathom 
high, likb Chimbora^, nor 2750 like Gotthard, but 
yet they arc at leaft 1000 &thom high, 

% .2. 

'Tis certain the mountains of ice fwimming about in 
tbefe feas make the navigaticui difficult and dangerous ; 
but as they arp only feen fmgiy, and with a good deal erf 
fjace between, they may be very well avoided, unlefs 
indeed there be 3 thick fog, or a violent ftorm, or un- 
lefs a Clip be driven upon them by the ftream, in a dead 
calm ; however, we feldom hear that the lofs of a ftiip 
is occafioned by them, either here or in Hudfon's-bay. 
But there muft be a couple of men looking out day and 
night, to watch againft them. The fiat driving ice is 
by far the more terrible. Thefe fields of ice cover the 
coaft of Davis's-llraits mofl years, tho' not every 
year, in the fummer, from Statenhook, as far up as 
4 the 



t, Google 



Chqi. 2. Or THE Sea and Ice. 3^ 

the 65th deg. * and muft be carefully fliuimed, and failed 
round by the mariners, till they find an opening made by 
the ftream or the wind, through which they can fail,t>ut 
with much. peril, becaufe often another wind, or a con- 
trary ftxcam or tide, or even a ftorm, drives the ice 
together again, and cruflies and fmks the fliip. 

I have never feen fuchan ice-Aeld, andean onlyjudge 
from the relation of others ; but when I compare the 
account of the mariners,, with that of the Greenlanders, 
who come at the fame time a good way from the eaft- 
{nie, I caijnot but conclude that fuch a trail of ice muft 
be above aoo leagues long, and in many parts 60 or 80 
Ie^;ues broad. Where there is no opening made by the 
wind, and Aream, one piece follows another lb clofe, 
that a perfon may leap from one to another, and may 
plainly fee the joints where they were broke off. The 
thicknefs of this ice is different ; 'tis commonly three or 
four yards thick. Thefe flat pieces are fajt, becaufe 
they were congealed out of fea-water ; but yet there arc 
adlb targe pieces of frefh-water ice among them, which 
may be eafily diftinguilhed by their bright tranfparent 
colour. And, as £lli* obferves in his vopLge to Hudfon's- 
bay (compare p. i3oand 140) and Doil. Gmelln, in 
his Journey tQ^iberi a, (fee P. ii, p. 425. J thefe are from 
four to ten fathom thick, according as they arefIngle,or 
conlift of feveral pieces heaped and frozen together. 
The latter ftretch higher above the water, andfome- 
times a quantity of fweet water lodges upon them, as io 
a pool; and the fhip's crew that EJlis failed in, tilled 
their veffels with it. Here and there are fmall and great 
ice-mountains -among them, which, wherever there is 
an opening, are driven out by the wind and ftream, that 
can exert a greater power upon them, than on the flat 
ice. Therefore fuch a lield of ice at the firft appear- 
ance prefents a profpe6t refembling a country with hilts 
and valleys, towns and villages, houfes, churches, and 
towers. As we advance nearer the ice, the air Js fenfi- 
bly cooler ; and this, as alfo a thick low-hung mill, 
that attends the ice, is faid to be a true token that we 



* So Tu the ice-GeUi Racked in iijS ; lincelhea there has b:enna ice 
m the Stniu, 'till ihu fear, 17(1', wbeo it came u far as tb: 61 deg. 
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fhall foon tuat it*. On the other hand fome litilori 
have obferved, in the Straits of Davis, that the tntft. 
Which was othcrwife very thick, withdraws when- they 
approach nearer the ice ; likewifc, that the further north* 
the lefi ice they have met mth, and alfo a warmer air. 

§■3- 
No one has a better opportunity o^ learning the na- 
tureof the floating ice, and the danger that attends it, 
than the £ulors vmo go to the whale fifliery at Spitz-' 
bet^ ; for they cannot always evade it, and fail round ic^ 
but fometimes muft venture into the midft of it* Irt 
hopes therefore that it will be agreeable to thofe readers^ 
who have perhaps little opportunity of reading fucli 
voyages, I will comprife, in a brief account, the prin-' 
cipal things concerning the ice, and the methods the 
Ibips ufc againd it. 

In April and May the ice breaks in thofe countries, 
and comes in great quantities, partly from Nova-zem- 
bla, and partly, and indeed moftly, from Eaft-Green-> 
land, driving from eafl to well. This laft is called the 
weft-ice, and the other the fouth-ice. Theweft iceaU 
ways comes in great pieces, or what they call fields or' 
iflands, covered with deep fnow. When the ice is broke 
loofe from all other places, it is ftlll found faft in the 
, northof Spitzberg, and from hence 'tis concluded that 
there muft be more land towards the pole, for this ice ta 
adhere to. Before they get fight of the iixed ice, 'tit 
difcovered by a white glance in the air. It is not po-> 
lifhed and pellucid like the frelh-water ice, but looks 
like fugar i it is alfo fpungy, becaufe it melts and dimi- 
nifhes beneath, and is of a pale green colour like vi- 
triol. When the whale-fifliers don't care to venture 
among the finall floating ice, they l^ften the diip to the 
fixed ice, or to a great field of ice : but this is a periloul 
Ctuation ; for if it fhould btvakby the agitation of the 
waves, the many hundred, nay thoufand little pieces^ 
cccafion, belides the convulfion of the Tea, a vortex, or 
«^rt-pool, that attra<£ls every thin* to the centre. 
Should they whirl the fliip into tb« middle, 'tii orec 

* xau, p. Hit 
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with it. The fhips mull guard moft againft the lelTer 
pieces, becaufe they fwim fafteft, and fometimes inclofe 
the fliip, and crufli or dafli it to pieceSi Thefe, im- 
pelled by the wind and ftream, heap upon one anqthcr 
like rocks, which often overtop the fliip. When now 
the fhip can no longer efcape thefe accumulated frag- 
ipents, it is thrown on one fide, or lifted up aloft, and 
often broke to pieces. Therefore thefe ftiips areftronger 
built than others, and yet many are deftroyed ; in which 
cafe the people efcape over the icej or in a boat till they 
are taken up by another fliip *. And yet the fbips mnft 
follow the whales among the floating ice^ to which 
they like to I'etreat when they are ftriick with the har- 
poon. In this cafe they hang a piece of ice behind the 
fliip, that the telocity of its motion may be retarded^ 
and that it may be kept back from ftrlking with the fore- 
part againft the ice« when the wind and ftream is ftrong: 
They try to keep off the pieces tha£ drive towards the 
ildes of the fliip, by means of a Jong paie, flrengthened 
with iron ; or they hang a dead whale, or at lealt a tait,- 
or fin, on the tide of t£e fliip, to defend it againfl the 
force of the ice. 

' . ^ '*■ . , 

But to return zgain to the amazing long and broad 
trails of ice, in Davis's-iftraits ; the qiieftion how it 
generates, and whence it comes, cannot be eafily an- 
fwered, as long as we can have no fufficient account of 
the f<3 called Ice-fea. It does not fdrm itfelf m Davis's- 
, ftraitSj becaufe there the fea cannot freeze even in the 
bays, oti account of the continual agitation of the wa- 
ters, by the ebbing and flowing of the tide, and the 
winds waving on the furfacei The fmall Quantity of 

• ThereiTCTfety few accounts tifthtfeklndi of aitBcil]tiej,dang:t3,9Eif 
- won Jerful deliverances, to t* iiad wnh fuch » (huddcring amufsment is 
William Barents, and the fainooi Dotch fea-hero Heemlkerk's voyage; for 
the difcoTciy of the north-taiV ftO'ticj An. I5<|6 I'nd 97. After they had 
wintered on the eaft fide of Nova-Zembla, they loll their Ihtp in thcice,- 
and then failed riany hunditd leagues in an'opciibaat, thro' the ice, during 
ifrhich they were often altialted by the white bears, and Ibmetiiiies obliged 
to drag the boM. aai alt its lading » good vij aver the ice. They came it 
lift to Kola in Lapland, where they were taken up by a Dulch relTcl, An 
•itraft of it nay be read in Zer^dragiy't Grenlank Jtfiiiy, from p. 167,' 
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ice that gathers between the narrow pafEges of tkt 
iflands, and in the creeks that are IheUerea from thtf 
wind, nay even in the great I^dlco-t>ay, loon vani&es 
again, or is driven by the ftieams to the coaft of 
America. The flioals of ioe ciMne from the eaft-fide of 
Greenland with the ftream. fiut even there* the Gfcco- • 
landers -fay, there is no fixed, bat only iloating ice^ 
Therefore it may feem chat it cooies out of the proper 
ice-fea, and any one -may fee by the charts^ that the 
MaregkciaU., which reaches from the Ihores of Taf- 
tary to the pole, i^ fo long and broad as to be able to 
aflTord more tban one fuch floating £eld of ice. But 
if there was nothing but fea under the pole, the waters 
could not Coagulate even there, bocaufe die reftlefs 
waves, fhac are kept in motion by the wind and cur- 
rent, even in the northermoft parts« will not fuffer the 
waters to freeze; and bcfides, experience teaches that 
there is not fuch durable cold weathw there as one 
- might imagine according to the climate. Where there 
fhdl be ice generated, there muft be land for it to 
iaften on at Jirft ; then it can Aretch itlelf further by 
degrees, thoilgh after all it does not reach far into the 
open fea any Where. If wC were to imagine that there 
was land under ttie pole, and to filppofe that the fe^ 
froze there in fome gi«at calm bay, and that in fummef 
fuch a great plain of ice was dittevBred by the thaw, 
and driven out byftorms* (and this was my £rft notion:) 
yet the experience of fome, quoted byBuifon, clafbea 
with it *, if it doth not r«& m^Aly on hearfay^ as feems 
to be the cafe. He (ays, that Capt. Monfon, an Eng- 
lifliman, who tried to fijid a nordi-eaft paflage cowards 
the pole, failed within two deg. of the pole, and found 
no ice there. A Dutch mariner gave out that he had 
failed round the pole, and foond it as warm there as 
in A^lTerdam. An Englilh feaman, Capt. Goulden, 
afTured King Charles the lid, that two Dutch fliips, 
finding no whales at Spitzbci^, feparated from him ; 
that they came back again in a fortnight, and told him, 
confirming it by their journals, that they hadfailed as 
far as the 89th deg. where they found no ice. 
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Therefore one would rather fuppofe, that part of the 
floating; ice comes from the many and great rivers 
that pour themfelves out of Great Tartar/ into the (o 
called Ice-fea ; and this is the frefli-water ice, that rears 
itfelf aloft in the plains of ice : the other, and the 
greateft part, annually breaks oiF from the fliorcs of 
Tartary, Nova Zembla, Spitzberg, and efpecially the 
call fide of Greenland, and is driven ti^ether by the 
wind and the ftreams that run in diiferent directions in 
thofe waters, till it falls into the regular current on the 
eaft-fide, which conveys it between Iceland and Green- 
land round Statenhook, and fome of it, perhaps, thro* 
Forbiilier's-ftraits under the ice, and lb into Davis's- 
ftraits as far up as the 65th deg. where it is carried hj 
a contrary ftream further off from land and away to 
the American coafts, and fo fouUiward till the fun dif- 
folves it. 

The lefler gulphs and bays, which fell in Co far be- 
hind the fheltering mountains, that the wind and ftrcam 
can caufe no great motion of the waters, are every win- 
ter overfpread with pieces of ice, partly frefh and partly 
fait. Thefe are broken off by the ftormy winds in 
fpring, and carried out to fea. The northern arm of 
Balls-river is covered for many leagues with fuch pieces 
of ice froze together, I will give a brief defcription 
of it. I vifited the brethrens miflionary in Piffikfarbikj 
when he was there witji his Green land congregation at 
the herring fifliery. June i. I failed fix leagues fur- 
ther to the end of the inlet, which was ftill frozen there, 
and open only towards the land. Then I landed and 
walked up the valley for a league, to fee fome ruins of 
the old Norwegians, by tl^e fide of a great lake of 
frefh-water j but thefe relics of antiquity were now no- 
thing but a great fquare heap of ftones, grown over 
with high grafs. The valley feemed to me to be fuH 
two leagues long, and one broad.,. In the middle flows 
a little brook, which here and theve halts and fports in 
little ponds. The adjacent hilts do not afcend all at 
once fo haftily as thofe by the fea, ere beautiiied witlk 
a gpod deal of grafs, mofs aUd buihes, ^d prefent a 
D 2 prefped 
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profpeft like Vogelfberg in Wettcravia. The fun, 
which was exceffivcly feorching between the hills, 
drove me bacic again foon. As my Greenland boatfmeii 
were bufily employed in catching falmonj I went alone 
vp a tittle hill, from whence I had a view of the nor- 
thern-bay full of ice. Curiofity fpurred me on acrob 
a marfh half a league broad, covered with a green car- 
pet of grafs, over which the Grecnlanders walk to the 
bay with their kaiaks upon their heads to kill feals. 
But as I could not ftill fee the ice in its full dimenfions, 
I went about the fame fpace farther, over an elevated 
jieck of land. There I faw with wonder a field of ice 
about 12 leagues long and one broad *. But, as far as 
1 could fee between the hillS weft, or toward the fea, 
J could difcern no open water-; only the water-fog was 
a token that the bay muft be' opert there ; it was about 
fun-fet near lO o'clock. Towards the eaft or 'the land, 
the field of ice confifting of great pieces ftretched itfelf 
into a plain of about a league long and half fo broad. 
Then, according to the meafure of my eye, it raifed itr 
Xelf to the. height of a very lofty tower, and prefe'nted 
itfelf, from one hill to the other, in the picture of a. 
long ftreet of houfes with pointed gable-ends. I ima.- 
gined this to be the end of the bay. For from hence 
the ice afcended by fteps between the mountains for 
the fpace of fix leagues, like the cafcades in a ffream 
rulhing down between hills. A hill crofling the vifta^ 
which was low and feemed to have but little fnow and 
ice upon it, terminated this long extent of ice. Yet 
.on each fide, northward, and efpecially fouthward, a. 
pretty broad tra£l of ice feemed to fpread up into tHe 
land, who knows how far. 

. § i6. 

When a perfon hears only curforfly cf thele fright- 
ful drifts of ice, without attending to the caufe, hc 
.thinks the eaft-fide of Greenland is fo befet with ice, 
that the poor inhabitants can find no palTage out, nor 
the {hips any palTage in; and therefore he is afniiJ, 

• Not far from i: may be fccn frem i KIl an eitent of blue Ice lo 
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that the.wcft-fide will once- (hare the fame fate, and al- 
ready laments the. unhappy deftiny qF the poor-natives. 
We fliall hear afterwards more about the caft-fide. 
Oh the weft-iide this fatality is not to be dreaded, till 
iiniverfal nature alters its' courfe. We need only re- 
mark the C3ufe of the floating ice. 
current, and is invariably hurried ft 
the wind. If the wind is wefterly 
It drives' with the tide, into all the 
the viiiifd. turns northerly, or eafti 
with tlje ebb out. of the bays again, 
the ftream as, fat, .as .that talcee its 
whence it. makes towards the coafts 
ler^h'fo far fouth till the rays of t 
gain to water. ' Therefore as long as 
rent, the fouth, weftj'-and eaft wii 
region, fo long will this coaft be : 
with ice, and again delivered from it. It Is true when' 
the ice advances to a certain height, and the weft 
wind blows at the fame time, the CJreenlanders cannot 
go out, nor the (hips come in, and then they are ex- 
pofed to many difficijlties, and in danger of their lives. 
Put divine Proyidence has taken care that this di(tref8 
fliall not coi)Tinue long, and it feldont docs Ia(t a fort- 
night. , 

§ 17.. 

The Founder of nature hath combined a great bene- 
fit with thefe very i neon yen iencies. For as he has de- 
nied this frigid rocky legiori the growth of trees, he 
has ,bi4 the ftreams of the ocean to convey to.its (hores 
a great deal of wood, which accordingly comes floating 
thither, part without ice, but the moil , part ■ along 
with ii, and lodges itfelf between the iflands. Were it 
;ipt -fflr this, we Europeans fliould have, no wood tQ 
burii-'there, and the poor Greenlanders (who, it is 
true, do not ufc'wood but train for burtiingj, would 
however have no wood to roof their hoiifes, to ereft 
thcir'ten'ts, as alfo to build their boats, and to fliaft theic 
arrows, by which they muft procure their maintenance, . 
clothing, and train for warmth, light and cooking. 
Among this wood are great trees torn iip by the roots, 
D 3 which 
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which by driving up and down for many years, and 
daOiing and rubbing on the ice, are quite bare of 
branches and bark, and corroded with great wood- 
worms. A fmall part of this drift-wood are v^iIIoWs, 
alder and birch-trees, which come out of the bays in 
the fouth } alfo large trunks of afpen-trees. Which mull 
come from a greater diftance ; but the greateft part is 
(fine apd fir. We find alfo a good deal of a fort of 
wood finely veined and with few branches j this I faiicy 
is larch wood, which likes to decorate the (ides of 
lofty ftony mountains. There is alfo a folid reddish 
tvood, of a more agreeable fragrancy than the common 
fir, with viftble crofs-veins ; which I take to be the 
fame fpecies as the beautiful filver-firs, or zirbel, that , 
fiave thft fmell of cedar, and grow on the high Grifon- 
htlls, and the Switzers wainfcot their i<^oms with 
diem. 

It is plain this wood comes out of a fruitful, but 
cold and mountainous countir. But it is difficult to 
decide where this country is. It cannot come out of the 
neighbouring America, as for inftance, Terra-Labra- 
dor, becaufc it is generally a companion of the ice, 
which does not come with a ftream from thence, but 
drives thither. Should any one fay that it comes fi'oni 
Canada, and drives north-eaft with the current till it 
falls into the ftream coming from Spitzbergj and from 
thence drives hither; in this cafe there muft be fome 
kinds of that country-wood among it, efpecially oaks; 
but none of thefc are ever feen here, except fome {bat- 
tered fliip-planks. - ElUs, who alfo found fome of it 
between Greenland and Hudfon's-bay, fays, p. 125, 
126. that fome people believe Norway to be its nur-^ 
icry, but he thinks that the ftrong north-weft winds of 
thefe riegions would obftruft its voyage hither j the 
fame as the rapid ftreams that proceed fouthward out 
of Davis's-ftraits and Hudfon's-bay, would be In its 
way from the American coafls. Therefore he proceeds 
to derive it out of the fouth part of Greenland, and 
builds his opinion on a mifapprehended account of the 
reverend Mr. Egede ; who indeed freaks of birches and 
Aldersj which are' as thick as a thigh j but the drift- 
wood 
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trood is moftly pmes> which never grow here, and are 
olten as bij as the mall of a fliip. 

I will trace this fingul^r fubjeft a little further. 
It is evident that it comes with the ftream ^long with 
the ice. This comes from the eaft. Where the greateft 
qtiantity of that kind of wopd which floats, is to be 
met with growmgi from thence it mufl come ; and the 
further it is to be traced, the further ofF muA its fource 
be Jwight. It is foiind in much greater abundance near 
Iceland than here. And t fee by an old Dutch fea- 
ffharti there are two woodrbays on the fouth-caft fide 
(^ John May's ifland in the 75th deg. where To much 
wood is driven in with the ice that a fhip might he 
fretghted with it. Therefore wc myft trace its fource 
ftill further,' either towards the pole or towards the eaft. 
Now fuppofing there Ihould be land under the pole, 
ftill wood could a$ little grow there as in Greenland j 
therefore it muft come out of Siberia, or Aflatic Tar- 
ftry, where the trees muft he waihed down the moun> 
tains by the wild waters that the rains and floods oc< 
cafion, wbifh carry away whole pieces of land with 
the large trees on diem, and thefe are plunged into the 
great rivers, and thus carried oat to fea. ^om thence 
it is driven with the floating ice by the eafterly current 
towaid^ the pole, and then the northerly current that 
comes by Spitfberg me^ts it, and con.du4ts it between 
tcelaifd and Orecnland to the eaft-fide, round Suten- 
book, into Dayis's-ftraits, up to the 6jth deg. As 
^^ ftream varies dicre, the wood goes no farther north, 
and accordingly |)one i; found at Dllko nor above it, 
bitt the fm^l remainder of this wood i^riven by a 
cotltrary current weftwacd to America. 

I have found fmnertting about this difift-Wood here 
and there in Gmelin't travels through Siberia. The 
Ruffian veflel that fct out 1735 by the Imperial orders 
frftm ths rjver Lena to Kamfliatka, for the difcovery of 
a jK(ftli>£aft paflage, mef a great quantity of fuch large 
ioating wotii in jts wintering haven, and the crew 
buitt uieic boufes of it. In the fecond part, p. 415, 
the atithar AiAes this obfeiyation concerning it. 
f* On thte Ice-fts iro woods are to be found within 
?f 299 Vfcrfts 9f the fliore, and yet the fliores are co-' 
P^ vere4 
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.'* vered with quantities of *ood, which fwims hither 
," from other countries, fo that in many places therS' 
*' are vaft heaps of fuch floating wood piled up. It 
** confifts of larch and fir-trees.'' According to the 
author's account, great heaps of larch, cedar and fir - 
are found on the fea-ftiore between the rivers Ob and, 
Jenifei. The frefheft lies clofe to the fliore, and fur- 
ther on the land lie dry and rotten trunks. No oaks 
nor beeches indeed grow near the river Tura, that falls . 
into the Ob, nor in jnoft other places of Siberia, nor yet 
on the Riph:ean mountains that divide Siberia from ' 
Ruffia ; tut there grow gteat multitudi:s of pines,' apd • 
crpecially what they' call the Siberian cedar, the deC-r 
criptioh of which agrees with the fore-mcntioncd zirbd, ■ 
or fragrant fpecies of pine. N'ow if (according to the 
fame author) lio floating wood is found on the fea- . 
fhore between the Jenifei and the Lena; and though 
great quaritities lie on the (bores eaftward of Lena, yet 
I Tione can cptne 6ut of the country by means of rfje 
rivers, becaufe they are but finail and m^ low as fer as- 
Kolyma ; if this, I fay, be triie, then the nurfery of 
great part of this wood muft be traced ftiUferther. ^Bot- 
this Hoating wood is alfq found in K'atnfhatka, where 
there are no firs growing, but as the inhabitants report, 
it is driven thither by an eaft-wind, and probably from 
the parts pf America which he oppbfite to it *. There- 
fore; fince the motion of the fea, and confequently the 
moft and largeft currents fet from eaft to weft, one 
might imagine, that, though part of this wood comes 
out of Siberia through the Ob, yet part may come from 
the weft parts of America, round Kamchatka to the 
Lena, from whence a good deal makes towards the 
pole, and fo to Spitzberg, and Greenland. ' 



The ftupendous ice -mountains, the no lefs prodi- 
gious floating ice, and the curious circumftance of the 
arift-wood, being objcfls that may well employ a 

■ iCBir'i coUcftion of Ruffiaa 
Bitivo liOi up great beasu bclucci 
fcbuKs with tbem. 
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thinking mind, have betrayed rae into a prolixity,, 
which I muft endeavour to xompenfate by obferving. 
njorc brevity on the following fub)ei5b, which »» beti- 
ter known- i - , ' . ■, 

The "Xide pf ^ifqd, which gives the ftream its tru^ 
force, a^id tjrives th& ice and wood alhoie between the, 
iAands and in the bays, changes here every fix houjrs. 
with the ebb, as" regular as in other places, according 
to the increafe or decreafc of the moon. The tide flows 
from fouth to northj and rifes 3 fathom in the foutb, 

2 in this latitude, and i at I)ifko, and then decreafes 
fo much, that further north it- does not rife much a- 
bove a foot. But at a fpnng-tide it rifes here above 3 
fathom, that is, at new. and full-moon. The wind in- 
crcafes with the flood, provided any wind blows, and 

3 days before and after the fpring-tide, efpecially about 
the equinox, ftormy weather is foreboded, bift this 
4oes not always happen. The variation of the needle 
«f the compafs amounts to about 2 points and a half 
towards weft. At the upper end of the flraits in Baf<r 
fin's-bay it is faid to vary 5 points, that is 56 degrees, 
whidi is thegreateft variation that has been obfervedi 
imy where. It is remarkable, that the wells or fpriijg» 
in the land rife and fall in proportion to the wax and 
wane of the moon and tides. In winter efpecially, 
yrhen all is covered over with ice and fnow, new, un-r 
known, and brifk fountains of water arife at fpringt 
tide and difappear again, in places where there is com- 
monly no water, and which are elevated far above the 
level of the fea. 

This land in generd U not fo well fupplied with 
jvater, as the hilly countries in warmer regions ; and 
moft of the fprings that prefent us with very clear, and 
wholefom, water, have no other fupply than the melted 
and imbibed Inow- water- Here and there in the vallies 
at& pretty large ponds, which are fed by the ice and 
Ciow diftillmg from the mountains. And the falmon 
elves, or the little fireams from the hills, arc not 
fo confideraWe as the hill-waters in Switzerlandi 
There cannot well be great rivers in this countryi 
The vallies are pot long, for the inountains prefently 
mount up aloft, and are covered with perpetual ice, 
which 
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yrhlcb mclM bat little or ncrt ^ il!, and cohfeqtiqitiy 

dRrfifi the fprittji Wt -?. fcanty fup^ly. Thercftwff 
maity fjWfegs' Jry up iii* faqimer, an3 ip iVinter are ifr-- 
refted by" the ,froft in their courfe. Men and btaft*' 
wdnlif th*h dit for tWrft, if a i*ifc Providence had" ho^ 
orderetf, that in tttfe h^tdift winifci' raiA and ihri*' inter- 
yetttf,- when the- filtrated fnoW-Vater gathers in pocAa' 
u^der tht ice. 



e HAP, m. 

Of the Air abd hejisons, • - 

' §'9- . ,;; 

S this coumty Is covered ift moft places witfr 
i- everlaftiftg ice and fiiow, it i^ eafy t:o imaginey 
Tit muft be vtr^ coW and raw. In thoti jSfci^ 
where the inhabitants Anjfej'the vifits 6f the fim, for at* 
)amt OT two in a da/, in venter, the cold is bearable^ 
. Aonigh even there ftrohg trquors wiH freeze 6ut of ilw 
Witm rooms, my Ibmetitnes in them. But whtre the (a^ 
Entirely forfakes the horiXon, while peojile are drink- 
ing tea, Ae emptied cup, when deprfittd. Will fiteM 
to die table, Mr. Paul Eged* iii his j<iumal of Jan. 7, 
1738, records the following aitiatirig eflcds of th« 
e6W al Diflto ; *< The ice and hOw-froft reaches thrft' 
<» the chimftey to th« ftove's mouth," withftut being 
*' thawed by the fire in the day-time. Over the chim- 
♦' t»^ is a« atch dt frtft Widi little holes, tfirough 
** which the fmokft difcharges itfelf. The dooran^ 
*' walls are as if they were phiiftered ovftr with froftj 
*' an.d, which is fcarce credible, beds are often froz6 
f to the bed-fted. The tinen is frozwi in the drawers. 
*' The upper eider-down-bed ai^d the pillows are quitti 
»* ftiff With froft an inch thkfc from the breath. The 
*' fleih-barrels muft be hewn in pieces to get out the 
'' meatj when it is thawed in inow-water, and fct 
f over the fire; the outfide is boiled fufficienlly befbf^ 
•* the infide can be pierced with a knrfe." 

.5 ■ . ■ . ■^ 
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in HUdWfl's-bsy,' xfiiiri Ellft' wHtercd J74.6; itt 
IsK. 57,tfc biy *as ffofech oVct to'tlft Sift atCiSldiyiT. 
TK* iiffi fr6*e ty flic fire', atid tRe bottled' befr, thb* 
w:^^j^Supihtow,f'o*^"^ the^Mm rooAi/ Altffrortj 
drinVs ftoze to Ke, ahd bdrfl! tliii fcotflis pir veflMsr. ' 
Brahdy Ind eve^l' ^rits of yiAt tHiclceAfel' ftki' cori- 
gcaHaoil. Theidampsfittled Oh the wails (Jfttewkrirf 
t6oiri lite fninf, aiid the iwd-cl6^hs frm^t faft, Bot 
iie alfo ofeftrtfed tfiat the fhir^ cold and cuttfn'^ air 
laftM oiifjr fiSiirf or iWe dlys at s tilftb, aid theh chan^ 
altemateiy tij' thawing we^ljr: 
'Tie rfWft fe*cft cold fi& ii^v as e^eij w^ere,, after 
ttie riK*r-;^ii', iin<i is fo f^efCiK^ ih FcbtiWty artdl^rch; 
that the ftones fplit in twain, iiW flit ffia rerfks rati an 
OTcSi; ci|*cfaHy in the bays. TRs is cdlidd-^e' frift- 
ffhoke. But yet tKB iijnot fo cold^ &ii Ahy^lr. For 
if a perfoh goes off from laHfl info fiictj * frdft-fiiioll^ 
ht [ierceivW the air direftly rtiOre rtlild;- ieii nttt w 
pitichlrig cold, though his cloaths and h^r ftrffcn With 
rime and ice. But the froft-fmoke is more apt to raife 
Miffers than the dry cold, and' as fooh as rfiis ftoofe^ H' 
wdfced into the colder atmolphere, it freeiis t6 littltf 
iCc-particIes, which are drivert on- by the wind, Ahif 
create fuch a cutting cold on the lan'd, that one c^ii 
fcarce go out of the houfe without having han'ds and' 
ftet feized on by the froft. When one boils Water, it 
firft freezes over the fire, till at length tfctf heat gains' 
the niafte^. The froft then proceeds and paves X 
path of ice over the fluid fea between the iflands, and 
in the confined coves and inlets. At fuch tithes the 
Grccnlinders are almofi ftarvod with hfinger, as the 
Ctild ahd ice lay an embargo on their excurilotU for 
ibod. 

§ 20. 

We liiay fix the limits of their fummer from the 
beginning of May to the end of September j for during 
thefe fiv6 months the natives encamp in tents. Yet the 
ground is not mellowed by a thorough thaw till June, 
and then inly on the furfacc ; and .till then it does not 
^uite leave off fnowing. In Augull it begins to fnow 
^in i but it leldom lafti on the ground for a winter 
carpet 
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4+_ HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. I., 
carpet tU^ Of^ober. It is faid however that lefs rain 
and fiioW; falls here than in Norway, and indeed I fel- , 
dom^ faw the fnow on the lea-fide above afoot deep, 
except where the wind drove it in heaps, and that never ,. 
to lie iong. The fiiow. ta . either foon diflblved by the , 
fun, or ififperfed. by tbe-^wipd ; in the laft cafe the . 
wind fcatters fuch a fubtil fno^-dull, throne fcarce , 
dare put one's head oi)t. , of doors. .. But the winter I_ 
fpent there, was extraordinary moderate and.intcrroitted, . 
In maay .years the fnow lies from September to 'June, , 
blows in drifts in fome places feyeral fatlioin bi^Ji, and 
foon -freezes fo hard that people can^walk over it in 
d then it muft continue raining for fe- 
; it melts. 

: fummer-days it is fo hot, that we are, 
w off the warmer garnients, efpecially 
vallies, where the fun-beams concentre^^ 
I winds from the fea are excluded- The 
remains behind in the bafons of the 
efs of the tide, coagulates by the power '■ 
L beautiful white fait. Nay it is fome- 
timcs fo hot, in ferene weather an(^ clear . fun-fliine, 
upon the open fea, that the pitch melts on the {hips 
fides. Yet we can never have a perfeft enjoyment of 
the Greenland warmth, partly on account of the chil- 
ling air epiitted from the iflands o£ Ice, which is fo pe- 
netrating in the evening that we are glad to creep in- 
to our fors again, arid can often bear them double;, 
and, partly on account of the fogs that prevail on the 
coaft almoft every day from .April to Auguft, and 
are frequently fo thick that we cannot fee a fliip's. 
length before us. Sometimes the fog is fo love that it, 
can fcarce be diftinguilhed from the water, but then the 
mountains and upper regions are feen fo much the' 
tiearer. The moft agreeable and fettled weather is in 
Autumn, but then its duration mud be tranftent, and 
it is interrupted with fliarp nlght-frofts. 

When the mift in the cold air 'congeals to hoar-' 
froft, thefubtil iccy fpicula ms^y be difcerned like fine 
needles or glittering atoms, efpecially when the fun- 
heaniK llream through an opake fliade. They overfprcad 

the 
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the water with 2 concretion that appears like a fpider'v 
web. 

It ha5 been manr times remarked, that the \reather 
in Greenland is jult the rcverfe to that in Europe ; fb 
that when the temperate climates arc incommoded with 
a very hard winter, it is here uncommonly mild, and 
vice verfa. It does not always happen fo ; yet I firaJ 
Mr. Egcde obferves in his journal, diat in the well- 
known cold winter between 1739 and 1740 it was ft> 
mild in Dilko-creck, that the wild gerfe fled from the 
temperate to this frigid zone to feek warmtti Jn Janu- 
ary. There ' was no ice in the bay till far in March, 
though in other winters it is commonly covered with 
ice from O£tober to May. He alfo fays, that though 
the firmament was often bright and clear, they could 

' not fee the fun till February, though he generally makes 
his welcome appearance again foon after the new-year. 
The author afcribes both thefe effeds to the warm and 

- yet imperceptible exhalations, that were forced hither by 
the rigorous cold in the milder climates. 

In Mr. Pontoppidan's Natural Htftory ofNonoay, We 
find, that in the cold winters of 1709 and 1740, the 

' fwans retreated the firft time to Norway for the fame 
reafon. His words are :- " At that time the frofl was 
" fo vehement even in France, that the centinels froze 
'" to death at their ftations, and the birds of the air 
" fell down dead. The Baltic was all arched Over B> 
*' fuch a degree, that people travelled over it from Cd-' 
** penhagen to Dantiic, as if it had been a turn-pike 
" road. Yet all the falt-water in this country vna 
** open, nay even the haven at Bergen. And on this 
" occafion the wonderful providence of God directed 
** fcveral kinds of water-fowls unknown 'to us before, 
•* -and among the reft the fwan, this uncommon way, 
'* which a philofophcr would certainly have ad vifed them 
" againn, namely, to fearch for open waters in the 
*' north, when they could not find them in die 
•• fouth." 

The lateft accounts from Greenland inform us, that 
the winter of the year 1763, that was extraordinary 
cold almoft throughout Europe, was fo mild there, that 
it is often colder in fummer. 

§ at. 
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^ 21. 

Jn gegffifJ.-^^cre is ,a,)»ri(ol6lbmc, pure, light air here, 
.in jwhidi ,a perfon n^y rcnuin bri^ and )iealthy, if be 
im? i^ut Wi^:m garsipnts, eats moderately, and has 
fv^cient Ijodily exerciic. Therefore wc feldom hear of 
.Hhe iife^fes .cqnmipn in Europe, except the fcurvey *, 
.or boils, j^nd fpme ^iibrders in ;the breaft and eyes, 
yju«d» 9»y jV'o<;^(l^y from the unwholefom Grcen- 
jafid.dUt, 4iid partly from the cold ajid the dazzjing ^»f 
4hcrnQ^j but even thsfe are iv>t vcxy conunon. It is a 
,coimaRati9n of this, that the firft German miffionaries 
fa^ve held qtit healthy ajid vigorpus, and without any 
. e^ctraprdin^ illnefs for thirty years, notwithftanding 
.their very Ijard way of living, efpecially in the begin- 
ning, when they fared very badly, and with the 
.gre^efi .di^culty fubfifted at all : at the fame time 
that .their hcethrcn in other miiHojis in warmer coun' 
,tries yreat off into eternity very faft. It is true the 
cold is rigorous and durable, but the people know how 
to fleibid ^tbemlicLves againft it ; and when tb^ come 
00 9 viftt fa Germany, they are more incommoded with 
the ItuntWT-heats th^e, and with the cloudy, moift- 
cold winter rweat^er, than with the clear and perma- 
nent cold here. 

The weather indeed is changeable, but there fs fel- 
dom a long Ufting rain, efpecially in Dilko, where 
they fay it is fine weather all the fummer. There are 
few or 00 fiidden Ihowers of rain or hail. The winds 
are as variable here as in other countries, yet the moft 
blow fixun the land and the mountains, but they arc 
not fo ftonoy nor fo cold as one might imagine ; there 
is often the moft ^ree^ble weather with fuch winds f. 

But 



* JEJlii la p, ]Q9, ind Gmetin ia P. IL p. 419. defbibe at. l»e.tbe 
origiii and fymptoms of the taarj in cold coumiut. " The yrita of ei- 
" ociJe (thef bj) and tbe iminolentc d* of bnndf funent It tnofi." 
Aodin tnith a ftftoa thatnent ala bnuidj, but iaaCa of tk^^igbeft 
AttclTilT, and tt the bme time muB 6ek bU.food vath bun^e in the 
diarpeft cdd, will preTerK hii helll£ bcttCi tlLan oM Uiat hal ia aAucnce 
of ncty thing. ' 

t BvSoo divide* the irindtaccoriiif t»-AB«o|tei) aod fvptwfo, ibtt 
m in the tonid zone the eaft^vind nilet aJiqoA cf^irel]i } fa the north-wind 
autt motdj frtnil lA the ^d mx, vbkh auta diAle parti Is (old. 
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But when it once begins \ft be ftouny, which ha^ pe;i3 

jnoftly in auJumn, it rages lb vehemently tb^t the 

houfes quiver and crack, the lents and lighter boats fly 

up into the air, and the f 

land like fnow-duft. N 

the ftorm rends ofF fton< 

and mounts them in the 

tuch times to go out of 

into ihelter, he mull con 

belly, that the wind ma 

fummer, whirl-winds all 

Waters out of the fea, i 

tipies. The moft and & 

and take a compafs roui 

fubfide, and terminate ii 

the ice in the bays is 1 

into the Tea in heaps. Wben ttie moon is hooded in. a 

circle, and rays of various colours ftream in the air, 

it is looked upon as an omen of an approaching 

ilorm, 

A thunder-cloud fomctimes gathers, and emits flalhes 
of lightning, but it is feldom accompanied with thuR' 
der ; and when fomcthing like it is heard, one cannot 
decide whether the found proceeds from a dilhuit thun- 
der clap, or from the crack of ice and ftqnes rending 
and precipitating from the rocks. For 30 years they 
have been fenfible of but one motion of the earth that 
had any refemblance to an earthquake. The Green- 
landers know nothing of volcano's or burning-moun- 
tains, though there are fuch in Iceland ; and as far as 
I know, no brimftone is found here. 

§ 42. 

In fummer there is no night at all in this country t 
for above the 66th deg. the fun does notfet in the 
longell days; and here at Good-hope, which is In the 
64th d^. it does not go down tilt 10 minutes after 16 
o'clock, and 50 minutes after one it rifes again, to 
that it only ftays three hours and 40 minutes beneath 

But he b miAabm, for the triodl TO7 here too, ud the fuither north ws 
- fa, the mure butb'wui^ Uaw, wbich prsdBcss tluw-wcalltM in tb». 
Iwdeft wintct. ' 

the 
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the horizon. In June and July it is fo light here all 
night long, that a perfon may read or write the fmalleft 
charafters in a room without a candle, and in June 
one may fee the tops of the mountains t)ainted with the 
raysof the fun all the night. This is of great benefit 
to the Greenlanders, who in their fliort fumttier can 
hunt and jilh all the night through ; and alfo to the fai- 
lors, who would otherwife run great hazard froifa the 
<juantities of ice. Where the fun never fets in the 
midll of the fummer, it however does not fliine with fuch 
luftre at night as at noon, but lofes its fplendor and 
fiiines like a very bright moon, which a perfon may 
look at without being dazzled. On the other hand the 
winter-nights arc fo much the longer, and in Dilko- 
creek the face of the fun is never feen above the ho- 
rizon from Nov. 30 to Jan, 12. During that period 
the inhabitants enjoy but a moderate twilight, which 
irifes from the repcrcuflion of the fun-beams on the 
fummits of the highefl: hills, and on the cold damps in the 
atmofphere. And yet there are never fuch quite dark 
nights here, as there are in other countries. For the 
moon and the ftars yield fuch a bright repercuHion in 
the c^ear cold air from the quantities of fnow and ice, 
that people can do very well out of doors without a 
lanthorn, and can fee plainly to read print of a middle 
fize.. And in the (horteft days fometimes the moon never 
goes down, as on the other hand we fee little of it in • 
fummer, and never fee the ftars from May to Auguft. 
And even if the moon does not fliine in the Winter, the. 
hOrthern lights, with their fportive ftreams of varie- 
gated colours, often fupply its place ftill better. I will 
not enter into the illuftration of the origin of this 
wonderful phenomenon, but only obferve fo much, 
that neither I nor thofe that have lived many years in 
this.country, have ever feen the true aurora horealis ©r 
northern lights make their appearance in the north or 
north-weft (except a faint blue glance over the 
horizon, which might arife from the reflexion of the 
fun], but they hive always fprung up in the 'eall and 
fouth-eaftj from whence they have often, if not always* 
extended over the. whole, horizon as far as the nor^- 
Weft ; and fometimes they may be feen in all the {HOc 
2 ^ quarters 
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qn8rM»^f: ttw &.fit. onocb • Confequently tbeyhave a 
ffliite difiWeht fituadoil to thofe that 'are obloved in 
Norway, ^Lapland} Ruffia> and all the other countries 
fff Encode. As now mdft o£ the ice-apuntains; as weU 
as thefal^ureom Iceland^ lie dafl: and &uth-eaft of us 
here id jQood-Jiofie} and. are increaluig &om time td 
time^ as the dorthem-lights alfo are : this may not be 
maiinSigiithczat hint in- the dofer examination of the 
easfaof ^ aurora iartalui cfpecially if we beftow a 
littk attention on the fentimenti of the Daniib Oiup* 
captain, John Heitman, concernnig the eSeOs of th^ 
rays of the fun^ u aUb of the north-lights, and d^ 
fem-fire (moor-ild), ss barOij ftolbdfg has.done. 

I have heard no particular obfcrvations concenilng 
the confequencCs of the northrlights, except that wheii 
thev feem ftill and mottonlefs, mild weather follows^ 
and -vihea they look rsfl^ aiid the ftreanis mavb vebe- 
mentlyt ' ftormy wefilMir out of ibi fouth enfues j 
tolitah ftedis to be the reverfe of the obferratibnt madd 
in our temperate counti%:a. ' 

Of Ute years, people bare, fecn balls of fire in the 
'frtitter faHiQg down &e &y/ IiritI mike no mention 
^ tfce rainboir^ ihooling iflars, and other phasnomenA 
in the air ; yet the parhelion or mock-fun, and lami-i 
nous cSrclis round ^e mom are oftener feen Here thatl 
uiytvhtre, which ate fonneel by the frOft-finoke, thougM 
Aeaii- 'tKraa to be quite clear. On my voyage back C 
&w «< rabtbow, which inftead of its ufual variegated 
«iet^, w;ls onty white With a pale grey ftrip^. It wa3 
fioye *, or fqually weather with hail. Martens has takcii 
padtA of die lame by Spitzberg^ But nothing mora 
fufpriacd tab, or entertunCd my fancy more, than 
whfii on a fine, warm, ' fcrene furfimer's day^ the 
Kookoerneh) or the iflands that lie four leagues Weft df 
Good-hope, prefented ajiiuitedifierent fdrin thab wha£ 
they have naturally. We not ohly faw them hi 
greater, as through a magnifying perfpeiaive glafs, and' 
^nly defcriid all the ftoncs, and the furfowsfillw 
with ice, as if we Aoo4 clofe by, but when that had 
lafted a while, they all locked as if they were but one 
contiguous Ixrid, and reprefemed a wood or tall cu£ 

* A Aoye ii a finktei] Imt boit Aorm atliuif from i nin} dmd. . 

Vol. h £ hedge 
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hedge. Theh the fcene fliifts^ and Ihows die iqipea*- 
ranee of all forts of curiout figures, as fliips with ^1^ 
fircamere and flags, antique eleraied caftles, with de* 
cayed turrets, ftork's neAs, and a hundrod fuch thin^t 
which at length retire^loft or diftxnt, and then vaniui. 
At fuch times the air is quite feiene and clear, but yet 
comprelled with fubtile vapours, as it is in very hat 
weather, and according to my o|iinkiii^ ^riten' thefit 
vapours u% ranged at a proper difiancc between. the eys 
and the illands, the obje£t appears much larger^ as it 
would through a convex gtafs ; and commonly a coii- 
ple i^ houis afterwards a gentle wefl-wind and a vifi- 
ble mift follows, whi^ puts an end to this lufia no* 
tura*. 

§23- 

At the oonciudon I will only Aibjoin fome curlbry 
obfervations of the weather from Augufl 1761 to 1762, 
firft premiling, that the winter was eztraonUnar^ mild 
and variable, and but little fnow fell. :• ■ ■ 

In Auguft, was warm fun-fhine with intermiMcd Mift 
and rain, from the foiith. Tow2rds the fend, lime, and 
ice in frelh-water^ yet wann' fun-fitine, afteiwards ihow 
or cold rain. 

InSeptcmber,in thebeginntng north -eaftwind and warn 
fun-fliinc,atthe fametime iceafioger thick vrfiejethefim- 
beams were excluded.' Aftenrards fouth-wind with un- 
common wai'mand fettled weather. Then enfued a ftonK)r 
fouth-weft wind with much rain, and at laft a hard ftorm 
from the fouth and then from the Aorth. Now the earth 
and windews froze without thawing in thfe fun-flune, 
the ice in the frefh-water two or three inches thick. 

In October, north-eaft wind and much Jhow, which 
lay fevera] days. Then north-eaft ftonn and cold. At 
laft fnow a hand deep, which remained, with ftonny 
weather from the fouth. 

* I 1u«e obfernd (bnutliing like this at Bern and NeurchUtI, t^ the 
CUelAen, lying towaidt (h= fculh. When thefe niTOnlaiin »ppar 
Dtxia, flainci and brgrr than nfual, the counttyman looki for rain tQ fol- 
tuir, which axnmoti\j makes geod hji eipeflulon the next day. And ths 
Txnar* K ihe mouth of the river- Jcni/ei, in 'Siberia, look opon a ilia|ni- 
' ' ~ ~~M of liiEtdudt ai the piefigcef album. Cmclia'jjoimiejr, 
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In November, in the beginning, uncommon rtorth- 
caft coW, fo that ftrong drinic froze out of the vnpn 
room, and water in it. The remote bays drove full of 
flakes of ide. Which froze ipgether with the fea-watcr. 
At the fame time the fUn flidne fo warm by day, that 
what fnow had fallen before, Was quite evaporated. 
Afterwards was fouth-eaft ftorm and fnow-duft. Then 
thawmg weather, rain, fiiovt, and at lall a foUth 
ftorm. 

In December, all was covered with fnoW. After a 
little lightning, followed aS fevere a cold as was ever 
heard of; but it foon changed to mild pleafant wea- 
ther with fouth-eaft winds, and thus the year ended. 

In January, the north and north-eaft "winds ufhered 
In the cold in good earneft, and forced off many great 
pieces of ice from the upper end of the bay, and drove 
them out fo fca. Then enfiled mild fttowy weather, 
interchanged vtith clear cold, which however only lafted 
five or fix days. 

In February, the beginning was the fame. Then 
rain and flippery icd, alfo clear mild weather with a 
little fnow. Then followed tha*irig and rainy weather 
with eaft and fouth .winds, aild at 1^ cold and rain to- 
gether. ' 

In March, almoft conflantly fine WSnii; fpring-wca- 
ther, better than it iifes' to be about this time in Ger- 
many, with fouth, eaft, and alfo north-eaft winds, but 
in the. day time m'oftiy Calm. Therefore a cold April 
was predifled, and becaufe of the fouth ind eaft winds, 
a good deal of floating ice. 

In April, at firft very cold with north-eaft wind, 
then the cold bearable, and after that rainy weather with 
afouth-wind. One could bear to be withouffirej but 
towards the end, the cold grew again very piercing 
and fettled, but broke with an eaft-wind and thawing 
weather. 

In May, thawing weather with intermingled froft 
arid much ihow ; anerwards hot days and cold nights, 
and at laft rain. 

In June, in the beginning, warm. The earth thawed 

pretty deep. The garden was fowed. Afterwards, cold 

in owy weather with ftormy fouth-weft winds. Then 

£ 2 a^eeable 
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agreeable fummer weather with a north-caft wind, an<J 
at laJl much fog and rajn out of the fouth-weft. 

In July, in the beginning, rainy weather, then fe- 
vcr^ days agreeably warm, nay hot weaker with 
ibuth aiM cafl hreezes, but moftly calm. 

Here it h to be obfcrved : 

1. That in this part of the world there is a good 
deal of calm weather, which is the more fettled the 
further north it is. 

2. That the winds here arc as variable as any where ; 
and often a violent wind blows on the fhore between 
the i/lands, when it is quite calm out at fea, and fo 
vice vtrfa. Frequently in fummer, land-winds prevail 
in good weather, which change the next day with the 
fea-winds. 

3- That often in the hardeQ winters f^rong fouth- 
winds blow and ulher in a mild air and rain. This oc- 
curs more efpecially in Difko and further north. They 
fay it is the fame in Finlahd and Lapland, which is a 
great alleviation for man and beafl, becaufe To much 
»iow dilTolves as fuffices them to drink. But the ice 
generates fo much the more, becaufe the rain and the 
thawed fnow-water, like water that has been warmed, 
freezes the fpeedier and harder in the cold nights- In 
Difko it is often for two or three months conflantly 
calm, and the air clear though filled with vapours ; 
but then far more vehement fouth-ftorms fallow, than 
in the foijth, which rend off the ice on the water 
tnd on the mountains. They fay there is alfb a good 
jeal of calm weather in Spitzberg, and in autumn the 
fouth winds rcien. Therefore we might eafily fuppofc, 
that it is almo^ quite calm further up, even as far as 
the pole, and that no wind but the fouth wind can 
blow there, which brings in mild thawing Weather, 
btit by this means again the ice grows the fafler, if 
th«ie be but land there. 
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Of THE SOKTS Cff.iSTOHS AND JEaKTH. 

*1|^TO sue con give 2 pun^ual and circumftantial 
Xlll account of the contents the mouhnini embofom, 
h^caufe tliey have never yet been opene4 ^^ liiarchetl. 
Therefore we can only draw onr inferences ftom the 
external appeariince of the hill^ Uid frtSll the djf- 
m^mber^ fragments of the rocks. The hille are pf di- 
vers Idnis, The bi&ieft-fninmits of jock that over- 
top the rell of the billsi are not fo high^ according to 
my judgment, as the mount^ns of Switzerland.. And 
this is an old obfervatidft,' that the mountains that lie 
neaier.the line, are 4iigher- than thofe that lie towards 
the pole, fiut they are much more fteep and pointed, 
and therefore lets Cowred with Ihow aAd ice, efpecl- 
ally- towards the Ibiith lids. Tbey all' leem tt> be a 
hard roCky ftone of a: ligbt-grcy 'cn^kMir, withdUt 
ftrata or veins, only they have lin^y-dnpichiiika^^ 
crevices filled with fnow. -The midi^ltjsied hills, that 
form a long broad beck, are conftantly )da4ed with ice 
and IhoW. Here and there- large fragment of rock 
fall off from thefe broad failb,. as well as from the fbi- 
mer, and in their jail dalh down many lets piec^, dhd 
when they all lie at the foot of the hill, "they look like a 
derAolifl)^ city. We might difcbver the Coitfents of 
the hills from thefc fraginents, if it was not fo ex- 
celEvely fatiguing to get <»i among thefe broken piec^, 
that, though it be ever fo cold, one (a]U into a viio- 
lent fweat, and is in danger of breaking- cmd's' heck, or 
one's limba among %e fragments, and alfo ^f btiing 
cruPied every minute by the faH of frefti ^ocfes. The 
leflcT hills or Hdges of roCks aiX'fiiil jnoFe fu^eft fo 
breaking, and mtliy of tbeingrowfo rotten ttftd brit- 
tle with age, that they are puivs^iz^d by the air." Tlrffe 
are mofily of a dark-grey or brown colour, and it 
migJn be ■ fifppofcd from their Tra^urCS^ ^f haf tH^ fytje 
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all forts of ores in their womb. The cliffs on the lea-* 
fide and the illands, are, <:ommpiily more folid than the 
above-mentioned, and ait either as'fmooth and hard as 
marble from the contiimal wafhing and furious dafhing 
of the wavesy or are hbllowctt out 'into' long^ deep 
clefts. 

Moft of the rocks are fuller of clefts than ever I 
obferved in any other inoantnnous countty, yet they 
are feldom wider than half a yard, and run- through the 
rock in a pei^endicular, andfetdom' in a horizontal 
dire^ton. They are filled with fpat, quarts^m, gar- 
nate, ifme-glafs ftqne, and other fuch heterogeneous 
ftony fubftancca- There are but few rocks that liein 
layers or veinsj as landy flonil iifes to do, and they arc 
ieldofO horizontal, but dicing. 

§■25.". 

Thus the moft of the rocks confift of alight-grey, 
hard, T'^cky flone.*, part of the gravel, and part of 
the olay^-kiiid ; and fomr are fandy, of the fame kind 
as the. free>ftonc diat is uli^ for building, or the mill- 
ftones in other countries. 'Some fine Whet-ftones' are 

. alfo found, among them, which arc of a red or yellow 
colour ; they are fometimes called oil-ftones. - Little 
fquare bright garnets are li>und in a coarfer black whet- 
ftpne with a kind of glimmsring rays ; this IVone ffllitt 
into long Hates.' The . Gceenlanders bring out of the 
fouth a fine red gritty ftone with white round fpots, 
which they ufc for a whet-feme. There are ftill the 
ruins «f a church there, of that kind of flone, and tlie 
floor is laid with large fiat pieces. It takes a pollfti like 
coarfe marble. There are no flints here any more thaii 
in Norwayi tbefe muft be brought from our own coun- 
try. And I gpt to know of but one pale agate, 

Qf the lime-Aone kind, we find on the Tea (ide a 
good deal of coarfe marbh: of all forts of colours, but 

, the gr^teA part white and black, with veins running 
through lU On the ftraod we find broken pieces of red 
piarhle widi Mrtiitc, green, and ether veins, which Jic- 

nbicl) ibt hJEheft Kills in Swhieriand covtred witli "ite, tonfift, 

^uire 
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q^irt liich a polifh by the frequent rolling and wafliing 
of the wavea, that it b not much inferior to the belt 
Italian marble. I Jcnow nothing of any of the proper 
ilate or roofing Aones there, though there are here and 
t^ere large layers of a fine dark-grey flone,. which by a 
iiqvf er the daOiing of the waves fall into fquare pieces, 
Xhcfe may perhaps be fpat, they are met with in 
moft clefts of the rocks of all forts of colours, and fome 
of them are almoft pellucid. Sometimes the Green- 
landers have brought out of the fouth as a rarity, great 
pieces of a white hatf-tranfparent ftone, that is a> 
frangible as Ipat, and is at the fame time To foft that it 
may be cut with a kqife pr bit with the teeth without 
hurting them ; alio white alabafter, that does not fbine, 
i)OF take a polifb, and when it is cut it falls into fine 
Bqui like hair-powder. 

There are ^veral forts of ftones found, that are 
fire-prQoff as glimmer^ cat-/ilver, and the white, black 
and grey ifing-glafs ftone, yet not in fuch large panes 
M to , make windows oijt of it, as they do in Ruf- 
fia. 

I law no proper Talk, nor fcrpentine-ftone. But in 
many places, and efpeci^ly at Balls-river, is fpund the 
Weicfaftein or foft ttone out of which they make 
veflels, ellari} * ; which fome call baflard-marble, on 
account pf ifs m^ble-veii^s, but the common name is 
French , ch^k' Its beds rufi pretty broad and deep 
bptwen the ro(;ks, The outfide coarfe fliell, commonly 
conlilU of grey glimmer and hard glafly amianth fpccks. 
Th^ greateft part of tlfis French chaJk is of an alh- 
gfey colQUf, though fome is of a yellow marble call. 
It is not tranfparent ; yet the bell fort is fo, of a fea- 
green colour, and has often beautiful red, yellow, and 
other firipes, but the ftripes are feldom tranflucid. They 
fay there is alfo fonie^uite white, and fome fprinkled 
with black. It is not compounded of fand, but of the ' 
fineft vifcous clay, which falls ofF in wodting it like ' 

* Ldtlim, Lmrctcb Aonc, i^ii timnfii PUa. X^i fiii a>Mnr lar. 

aownit « vafa nauadii cith uiiBt, ■utf td ifculaitnim ujm, jutd 'm Ca- 
mn^HaB* itpi^ viridi ateyUri feimia. Sid m hbiat StguUn, f»«/ a~ 
odtfaBia tin a^JcU 4>ir^cUf»t, wm mtlls^ma. Plin. Hat. liifi. L,XXIIL 
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the (fneft -wttite flour, and mak«t th« lingers gfe»fy. It 
k To foft, that it may be ruMed, tut, or bit wich the 
teeth ; yet it is very ponderous and compaA, 'dnd as tt 
does not lie in firata, nor feale or exfoliate, it is difi 
ficult to loofen a great piece without crumWing it.- 
1'his ftone is oatier wrought in eiltting and turning 
riian wood. It feels foft and.greafy like foap o* tA\]mX 
When it i« rubbed with oil, it affHines a beautiful lAdtu^ 
ble fmoothnefs, neither have I obferved that it lofes it- 
(jr becom« porous by the air ; fo much is certain, it' 

f;row3 more firm and folid by the fire. The GrSen-' 
anders cut their kettles and lamps out of i£, which thej 
prize very much, and fell dear j and-a» thtf food (dat ti' 
drelled in them is more wholefom and bctttr taft^ thahi 
in our iron or copper vcflfebj therefore fotne <rf theft: 
kettles are fcnt to perfons of the firft <]uali^ in t>n- 
ifiark, where they zre- highly vUued. The beft aid 
moil dura^ble crucibles may be rtiade of it. And I ffiake 
no doubt but that much better v^els might be iprC(Ughe 
of this fine compa^ ^one, ahdyMided with mon ptdiit^ 
than the laTetlh-yeffelB made near Chiavenna on tb« 
Comcr-iake*, which are fomueh liked all dvferlcaly, 
though they 'do not equal the Greenland ve0^!8 by 
far. 

The amiantus and albeftiis <» ftene-flax, arc fbun4 
in plenty in many hills of this country. Even in the- 
Weich-ftein are found fome coarle, foft, ad-grey 
veins, with greenifli, cryftalline, tranfparenC radti 
fliooting acrols them. The proper aA>e{his or ftone-" 
d»x looks like rotten wood, either of a white-gety, a 
green, or a red caft. It has in its grain long fitemeSts 
or threads, and about every fingers Jength a (bit of 
joint, and the broken end is hard and fine like a hone. ' 

■ Tbirf 3ts hewn out of the rocfc dierejn Ae ferni of « refn!c&iul|E - 
cylinder. Ofle end h pi;dkbl aier Udbf.thit ORHO clongtq i ki^ oi; ^ 
lave Inovcd by > watir-mUL Firit it ii wrou^ or turned with a ftni^t imo 
■rvl, ifterwari)! with lucb is ire more and mon bended, fa thatfiVe titttf 
v^Hcls ate wrought out of one piece. An iron-ring is faflened mund tbe dm 
of each, br which Oiey hang it over tht fin. Ptni^ «hidi wu ucibBllr a 
vill«ge, U reported to haw gained (hooo duntiBBlnjidiy by badng, iB^tilb 
Vdleh. MealftcwibettrrtDd feonerin tlMMthuiin Dthcn, udfivfoina 
iu good ind nifunl Rili<b> S« Jtim ^^ SMtinttf-i Ifmr'd Hi/^ tf 
SviUmrleMj. P. I. f'. J79. ■ 
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But if it is ponnded or rbbf>ed, it devek^ ItfHf to 
jine white flawen threads. When this ftone-ls better^ 
mollified and walbed feyeral times in vrann water from 
its lii^y part (hat cemented the threads into a ftone, 
then dried upon a fiere, and aftl^rwants combed with 
thick combs which the clothiers nfe, like wool or flaj^ 
you may fpin .yarn out of it and ■weave it like linen. K 
has this Quality, that it will not hum, but the fub 
deanfes jt mflew of lye or fuds. The ancletiti fhrouiJetf 
iheir dead, and burnt or buried them, in fuch'^otii- 
buftible linen. They ftiU make purres </>r' fudi kind of 
tWngs of it for t curlofity in Tartary and the Pyreniaj) 
mountains. Paper might be made of this ffneir. ' TTifc 
purified filaments may aHb be ufed as we ufe cqtfcn jjji 
3 laihp.' But we mud not miagme that the GKfitt^ 
janders have fo much invention : They ujfa it dipped % 
train, (for as long as the ftone Is^ oily, rt'burris mUi^ 
Out confuming) only inftead of a match or chip, to 
li^t, their lamps and keep th^Qi in order. '^ 

' neither is there any w5nt of h^atirifii) pebbles e/ di- 
vers colours, ^ark and tranf^renfj a yello* figurta 
pne and a red jafper, with white pellucid veins',- fc$ 
into my hands. ■ . ; 

' There are alfo. quartzes ai\d cryftala tn prtjcty lai^ 
pieces. Some among them are yellow and black,' or 
fcopazcs. There are alfo fome that, Hke the opal, refieA 
the colours blue, and yellow according as thw are turned^ 

I reckort the Greenland wrnet under the fpecies of 
quartz, becaufe it is feated m the uppermoft clefite <^ 
the rocks, and hreaks in uneven pieces. But it is of gt 
bright tranfparent bltSod-red colour, that inclines a lit- 
tle to the violet, and at the fame time it is fo hard, ■ 
that the lapidaries raidc it ^ong the rubies. Only th? 
pieces are fo brittle, that it is feldom diat one is lar- 
ger than a fmall. -bean when it is bumiOled, 

I procured fome quite bright, fix-ang]ed cryfblt of 
the colour of fleet. They were joined togpethcr, an(^ 
lefler-ones grew out of them. Alfo a white one with 
fine red flames running through it. I alfo got from die 
Greenlanders thin, pellucid flones like China flierds or 
fragments, broad and flat, and two are always cc.: 
2 mented 
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.me^l^ ^together with i-j^ddift flitlK. Tlicfe wHl 

( :liV« find fome traces that leveral minerals ,an^ 
^metals ]ie inthc boi^els of- the mountains, but no oRf 
^as -:yet been ^ble to -explore tbofe inacce^b|e civerns. 
fPpceijtt^r? yvas 9 IHiKM' miner, and afib a judicious 



, Thers are butiew; (Ulpbureous floii^i ticre. -Some 
CMlswete found at £>ilkD, but they are {aid to burn 
baflly and flink. Mftrcaiites are foun^ bene and there, 
They look like brafs, and arc fo hard that when they 
ai«_nruck with fted ibfty emit many ffwrk?. .They are 
commonly fquare and mt, ^dTevenil cohere together. 
Some coficentre tbeir ibur fides to a pointy at ^e to^ 
jike a cry(lal< 
I There is no want of iron Hpnes and. ore. In fome 
places the rocks tuip ouj jjluc and green, and they 
imagi|ie copper to he there. I found in a dark-grey, 
fine-grained rock an excrcfcence of a pale yellow uiin^ 
ing cojour like brimftone ; the gravel thereabouts waq 
reddilh. A kind of lead-ore is fomctimes found ifi th^ 
French chalk, which is part folid, and part fcales into 
thin laminte. The Greenlanders bring fometimes great 
and' Onall pieces of ore, that are very heavy and fpark- 
ling. Some have taken fhem for real metallic ores. 
^ut they have been alloyed and fourid to be nothing 
but ^ poorfe bell'meul ; uierefore I fuppofs them to be 
A^mcfifs of the bells tl^at the old Nprweglans ufed ui 
their churches, 

I never 
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'. I never &w any petiiiications, except one piece «f 
confolidated cby fbaped like a flat button } but t»w»ds 
^e Jaft I was told by the Greenlandcrs that ■ many 
petrified filltes had been found in foroe diftant places, 
.They (bowed a» a broken piece of one that loolced 
lilce a fiih's t^l ; the infide confifted of a greenilh Hone, 
!ind it was covered with an iroDrcoloured hard rind. 
This rind had a cruft which might be fcraped ofF. It 
«ns. tDtvetfed with little lines that ran fquare through 
000 anotber, and had alfo knobs like-lentils.. Another 
quite: naturally reprefented an egg as to its form and 
c<Jour^ it cQimfled of the above-mentioned fubftance^ 
;ind was as hard vid heavy as iron. 

The pumice-Aone is rare here, becaufe diere arc 
no burning mountains that we know of} yM thej 
find white, grey, but mostly black ones, which pro> 
bably the fea has brought hither from Iceland. 

§ 27- 
Lefs can be (aid of the kinds of ear(h than of tho 
ftones, bepaufe there i? very littl^ ^irth at all, ;fi|d that 
never deep. Tbe country round Good-hope confifts 
molHy of either clay, fand, or turf. The clay is a 
pale blue, very fandy, unfruitful, and of little dura- 
tion. In othfer parts we find 4 light grey, loamy kind 
of clay, mixed with a mineral like cat-filver, which 
«idures the fire. There is alfo found a very fine and 
light g^immer-fand, which is greafy to the feel ; likc- 
Wfe & very fine white pearl-fand,' uncommonly heavy, 
and filled with many black and red tranfparent garnets. 
Aioft of the fandy foil in this country is grey or brown, 
mixed with' many ftones, and if it is manured, things 
Will grow tin it. Turf is found in the fenny places, 
mixed with fbme little mouldj fand and gravel, but it 
is n&t good for firing. Tht right turf is interfperfed 
with many roots, withered mofs and grafs, and fome- 
times rotten wood and bones. It is found on low lands, 
feme on a fandy bottom, and'fome on the folid rock. 
We find a- fort of periwinkles in this turf, which are 
not met with any where etfe in this country, and one 
might fuppofe from thence that the fea once retired 
from if^ 'But yet we might rather think with the fune, 
nay 
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nay siqre fvobzbility, that this turf-ngmundwas formed 
iiom till: 'light enth and grafs we&ed <^ from the 
yieig^bouring bilU by the cain. The beft turf grow* 
ion the high^ ridges of the little iminbablted iflaftds 
and naked xocks, on which a multitude of birdls Jit ' to 
^uoft in the. night, or to depofit their eggs. In their 
dung,' togethei withibsie.eartb blown there, mors iuid 
grals grows ift timci this- increafing with more dulkg, 
feathers, fhells, facnes, ; and other things^ (in^iich are 
difcemible.entmgh a little deep) forms at leegtha toogh 
bed of tilrf a foot thick, which overfpreads the ridges 
pf, the rocks,, and in one place has entombed a ftoa&^ 
beacon, erei^ed in former ages by the failors. This 
Ifaey. cdi Kupp-turf. It is. very hard work ^ cut it, 
Iwcaufe-of.th&'maay-tough roots; but it repays tht 
tothbya good flaine and heat. 



C H A P. V. 

■ Of- THE Land and Sea Vegetabies. 

. ■§ 28. 

TpE reader m^ eajily. conclude from the fltuation 
and nature of the country, what. he is to expeft 
in regard to its fertility. The vallies for the inoft part 
o other garniture than mc^s and fouf 
wer x:liS, that are covered here and 
^da^ earth, and (ilfo the uiUnha- 
re tiie J^irds neft, and manure the 
lung^ fuitiilii us with a few herbs, 
But they are very fmall on account 
of the aridity of the ground, and cotdnefs of the air. 
Hpwever, near the Qreenland houles and encampmei^ 
the land, though in itfelf nothing but barren fand, yet 
by jnany years cultivation with the blood and fat of tl)e 
feals, produces the fineft herbs in uncommon quantity 
and fize } though few are fo large as in £urope, fiW" 
they commonly come up and blolTom a month later. 
There are many among them that I never remember to 
have feen. No doubt they would bf veiqi: wftpUbme 

for 
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Chap.5> Of Land akd Sea VfCEtABUs. 6e 
for the natives in their ficknefles,. if the^ were ac- ' 
(|uainted with their virtues. Thofe herbs I coitld col- 
lc£t»nd'namey which were but few, fliall be mentiooBd 
in alphabetical order. 

jfato/a arveh^i lemceolafay Sheeps-forrel, with pointed 
leaves, the length and breadth of a finger, formed like 
afpear, and growing on fandy plains. 

Acetefe mmtana rotvniifalia. This Ipecies of Sorrel 
grows here vcnr plentifully, tho' 'tis not common in 
other places. It has round darlc-green leaves like fcur- 
vy-grafs. The ftalk is three feet long, two thirds of 
which are occupied by the flowers and feed. This and 
the foregoing have red flowers. It grows on the cra^y 
locks, and the ruins of the Greenland houfes. Though 
the Grecnlandcrs eat very few herbs, yet they fcarch 
after this, but only in fuch places as are free from dung. 

Jicttafiilat Wood-forrcl. ' 

Adiantum aureum^ Golden Maiden-hair, It grows 
amone mofs, 

AUhimilla vulgaris^ Ladies-mantle. It grows in great 
quantities and large, 

Jlfme, Chick-weed, of ftveral forts. 

Angelica. This grows plentifully and very high and 
firong, in moill narrow vallies which tie warm. The 
Norwegians call it Quanne, and becaufe the Green- 
landers call it almoft the lame, viz. Quannek, 'tis be-: 
lieved that they adopted this, and a few other words 
that found alike, from the old Norwegians. They are 
fond of eating the ftalk and root of this herb. It alfo 
taftes better here than in warmer countries, which is 
an obfervation common to all mountain-herbs. 

Anfirina, Wild tanfey. 

Ajperulat Wood -roof. 

Biflarta minimay Small fnake-weed or biftort. This 
grows very plentifully here, but fmall. The Green- 
landers love to eat tfie root, which has a very rough 
aftringent talle. 

Carjtphyllus mBntanus, Mountain pink, hath an agree- 
able, but not ftrong fmell. 

Ctchltaria, Scurvy-grafs, the beft medicine againft th^ 
fcurvy. This grows here in great quantities, where- 
ever only a little fcals iat or other manure falls, or 



t, Google 



6i ril^TORYOF GREENLAfJD.-^fi.t." 

upon the cliiTs, efpecia] 
where the birds build th 
The ruins of the Gret 
Overfpread with it. Its 
that twelve ftalks and \ 
chough it can ftitnd but i 
Jbrts ; fome have round 
jagged in, which are g 
fame time thicker, more 
round. The feed fows i 
bly fcattered about alfo 
thefe places about leed 
fpring under the fnow, a 
mer year grow green tho 
in autumn* ana laid up 
fodv, in order to make fo 
lean in this barren lam 
phyfic agaiiift allibrts ■ 
like fallad, and mod a 
for it does not taftc fo n 
country, but like an ag 
if much of it is eat in 
Aeep ; a (ign that, . as ! 
ting and heating parts, 
warmed and by it put ini 
want of fufiicient exercil 
with any fymptoms of th 
fure on the limbs, heat, 
the breaft, which are p 
Boils J a handful of fcury^ 

to it, was my beft and Ipeedieft remedy. Therefore 
this herb feems to be kindly fuited for the inhabitants of 
the north, where it grows in the greateft quantity and 
vigour, and might prove a catholicoh for all the difea- 
fes of the Greenlanders, if they had not fuch an Invinci- 
ble averfion for all herbs to the production of which 
any human ordure has concurred. 

Cmifilida mediae Bugle or middle comfrey. 
* Mquifitvtft, an herb ufed for policing, called Horfc- 
tail. 

Eryfimum, Hedge-muftard. 

Filix petraa mini^. Little fern or brak&. 

mix 
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filix rtimtfe et tomuMy GtUt fern. THofe-that do 
not JiiUband their tobacco well, fublUtute' tkis^ rather 
than fait, for linokiiig. , . ■ . 

Genttaaella, Dwarf-gentian or fellwort. 

JacBhita marhinta, fea^ragwort. 

Lsvijlicumy Lovage, it has a .very agrebaUe tlftfl, as 
well as its root, aimoft like cellery. . . - ' 

Liifimatbit ffueta, fort aWe, ■ Whito-fpitod willow 
berth 

Morftts diabaUy folili hirfutis. Devil's bit. 

Nqfturiium pritinfii Ladie»Jinodt or cucltow ilW«r. 
I faw only a little of it in one place. 

Ophrys, Twayblade. 

Peditularis, Loufewoi't. 

Pmtapbyltum, Cinqiiefoil or five-finger-graft. 

Pdypedium, Polypody. , ■ 

Pyrala fpicata fiorida, Wintw-grecn. 

Sjmufuultit aquaticuSf flort luUe, et alh», XVattir crow- 
foot, yellow and white ; it delights in dung pits^ but 
is very fmall. ■ 

RsfmariHXS Jylveftris, Wild Rofemary, or turpentine 
plant, of which it has a flrong fmell ; it grows in 
great plenty \a dry molTy places, and is of two kinds, 
one with long pointed leaves and a yellow down t>e- 
tKatb,, the other With Ihort leaves and white beneath. 

SanUuia diapenjuj. Mountain lanicle. 

SoKifraga elba. White faxifrage. 

Ser^llum, Mother of thyme, moftly of a reddiib caft, 
it has a ftrong fmell, and grows on the rocks in fuiuiy 
[daces. It may be ufed inftead of tea. 

Taraxacum^, dens leanis. Dandelion, it grows plenti- 
f|illy in'moilt places. The Greenlanders like to eat 
the root, ' but prefer it raw, 

Telephium, Orpine or livelong. The root of this 
herb* which the Greenlanders call SortJak, in other 
countries has ufually the appearance of tittle oblong 
nuts, but here it is long, branched out, reddifli infide, 
has.aflrpng. fmell of rofes or clove-gilliflowers, efpe- 
cially in the fpring and fall, and it retains this fmell - 
after 'tis quite dry. The Greenlanders lOve to eat 
both the root and the whole herb. It grows plentifully 
on the rocks, and alio in the Kupp-tutf. When I. 
looked 
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loftlcod tt this footagaJs afya it had Uita above a yszr 
in paper, ud moftl^ in, a wana room^ 1 found tlut it 
had ftruck out fevcral fprouts, therefore I gave it to ft 
phyfician to plant, who cailcd it faJiM rhodui. It gtv/t 
green for a little while, but afterwards ratttd, &ng 
&t io too moifk a place. 

TermaaiUay Tormcntil. 

TrifiJiKm ^riKmaiy Maiih trefcHl or buck bean. 

Veronica fitri tteruleat Baftard fluelUn or fpeedwell irith- 
Wue flower$. 

FtelJt. ttlia tt cttubitt White and Uue wild violetf* 
without IJnell. 

Grafs gftnn here not only on fetiAy, fandjr and turf'-' 
ground, where it is generally very. Anall and bad, 
but alfo in the clefts of tie rooka wlwre any earth has 
lodged, and aJiove all near the Greenland houfcs, where 
it grows very thick, and long.. I fu[qiolc moft forts 
might be found here, but I will only mention two. 
One is like the recd-grafs (gramea armidinautm tmljta} 
but very thin ; it likes to grow between the rocks, and 
the Greenlandcrs twift it into very neaf baftets. The 
fecond fort I never law any iriiere elfe. It comet neareft 
to the barley-grafs (gramm hardtaaam). It grows near 
the dwellings of the Greenlanders in a fandyor gravelly 
bottom, and between the ftones. It has long broad 
leaves, and a thick ftraw a yard long, lik« wheats which 
it alfo moftly refembles in its Car, only that it i» ofteri 
fix inches long. It is bid the grain locks like oata^ but .■ 
feldom ripens becaufe the fummer is fo fliort. 

The Greenlanders lay this graifs inftead of ftraW 'VA 
their fhocs and bootSf in order to vhXt firft and- 
dry*. 

The Europeans have feveial times attempted to fetf 
barley and oats. They grow as fine and high as in out 
countries, but feldom advance To far as to ear, and never 
to maturity, even in the warmeft places, bCcaufe the 
frofty nights begin fo foon. 

-* ItUpnAtUetMtiitbeTCrrgTdiiiticIitherciU wilil-tleliilcdladi 
Tbaj' >l"tcli thtuboiilci witli it, uid Mconot in meal IiMter thta ttuttm 
DinnuA. Ste iTuk Btrr^nf, Nmurei Bifio^ »f Utkxdf C^ TCXN* 
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For this reafon, they ^ahnot raife many firdffu^bn* 
of the g;arden, becdtifeifl'ie feafori will not adtnit th-erti 
to fow till the middle bf Jitte. Even then tKe ground 
is frozen beneath, and in September the furface freezes 
hard again. Every thing muft then be taken up out of 
the earth, and laid by to keep, except leeks, which will 
endure the winter. Sallad and Cole will not bear 
tranfplanting, and remain very fmall. Radifhes grow 
as well here as in otlier countries. The black Radiihes 
ire fmall, and the Turnips feldbm larger ihaij a 
pidgeon's egg, but they may be eaten with the greens, 
and have an excellent talte. This is all that art can 
rear in fhe garden, and even thefemullhe fo/ituatcd as 
to be ihefter'd from tlig North-wind and the fpray of 
fhc Sea-water. 

. . § 3*. 
The flioft that gfows here is mofs, i« fuch quanti^ 
ties and of fomany forts, that as I was once fitting uport 
a rock, I counted near 20 forts roiftid mf without riflng. 
One fort is like a- thick foft furr. The GreCnlanders 
make this ferv^ to flop the chinks of thdr houfes, and 
iifr it as we da wafte pajier. 

Anfatfer fort, whoft fi%its are 6ftXa a fpaSi Jortg, and 
Bifcere tb- (Tach other dike fottfc fungous eUcrtfcences, 
ftrvesthawfor tinder, and wicks for the lamps. A third 
ftnT looks like tender 'fif-fp'routs', Or the lycopbdium, 
only it produces nekh^ flowers nor powjer. , Among 
fhe leavetf kirids of tfiofs there is orle quite whit^ 
which fupplie^ the reindeefs with food in winter, and 
may-CTTitinnetelfity pteferVfe the life of a hungry rtian. 
An' Icelander affured me that there is anothef fort of a 
daric-browrl colour, with broad leaves like youngcol^, 
whfch. is Bferf Infttad of bread irt Iceland, or boiled 
vrith"hflftl inftdad' of oatmeal. It alfo gr&Ws here. 
Theycan it tiicte /!d!fa gres or mouiitain-grafs'. Thcjr 
Ravt botH arough t^e at A-ft, but wheh werf chewed 
ktiA 'fWaHowed, leave a Jweetifh tafte Jikrri^i! The, 
fifft heatiy. ftfeWbles mufiils ttfreflt'ts itfi(H«i'dif^ and thft 
iMteV'nki'fiffs p'utmstuiHds. ■ . -;-,■ ■■ ■ ' ' 

'Yb^Aj- ■ \ .: ■' T ' ■"■'■' ■' A» 
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,66 HISTORY OF GJIEENLAND. B, I, 
As w Fungi or muflirooms, there grows here the 
yellow miiihroorn, feveral alfo red, and fome in the 
torm of claves, but dieyareall very fmall. 

Concerning the Shrubs and underwood, there is onft 
fort which creeps very low upon the ground like wild- 
thyme, and bears many bloflbms, but has neither 
fmell nor berries. Anothei- fort has little round fipooth 
leaves, always in pairs, and fupporting a little downy 
flower between them. They fay this ferves for the 
food of the rein-deer. Thofe forts thit bear berries, 
called in Greenland bcrryjgrais, which they gather 
■for kindling fires, are, i. Thofe that the Norwegians 
call Crow-berries, a low, tough plant, with little thick 
leaves like fpruce, and v{hite blolToms which produce 
black berries, with a red fweet juice. Thefc grow 
There is another plant quite 

ilet bell-flower, ,as large as, a 

i no. fruit. 

ortle- berries, 

V5 Nerwegica, This grows here 
too, but never ripens. The leaf and fruit comes 
neareft the mulberry, only the fruit is yellow^ Its 
item is the length of a finger, and the flower white 
with 4 leaves. They grow only in the NorthcTH 
countries, and are there packed up in little veflels.^and 
exported. They are a very refreflijng delicacy, and a 
good medicine, againlt .the fcurvy. ■ ,. , 

The GreenlandeiB gather all thefc berries and eat 
them with pleafure, eipecially the crow -berries, which 
keep all. winter under the fnow. On the other hapd, 
they don't regard the Juniper-berries at all. Thcfe 
grow much larger and have more ftrength than in £u- 
.fope, thoiish the bulb does but creep upon the ground. 
Three foris pf Willows grow here, one with pala 
green leaves^ a 2d with bright green pointed leaves, and 
'a 3d with" broad, downy leaves. The repofitory of the 
Teed of flielaft'fbrt is filled with a good deal of. dowji. 
JBut the cold obliges them to creep upon the ground 
like the broom-buAies. The Birches can mount no 
higher 
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higher neither, ' they are fomethtng diS^retit from ours, - 
aAd have little den^ leaves. But in'theha.ys, whpro. 
' there is a much more gbnial and dur^bl^ •w»rntb^ thpfe 
buflies^atid the Al(ifers,-vduch gro* by the fiide of the 
n^MT'hnxiks, are ashi^ as.a man,:.aod;3or4 inches 
thicltjiVct they arcf* cKw^ed, that,bu.t fej* of them . 
can be loaded in a boati< neither x:an this wood (pleiiti- > 
fill as>it ii) ferve for ilceing.; but iot thek fires they, 
mlift'cot turf, ^gather-jSoattng wood, or intpott cosJs or 1 
iirC'-tyogd from othfer countjies. { 

Accoi^ng t» therreport of the, Grtenlanders thefo i 
fhnibs 'grow in the Southern parts of this lind twice ^ 
the faei^ti.ofa maili and u thick >as a man's leg, i 
The vild-Scryjccttrce alJa grows there in ahuhdance, ; 
andbrih^itsfi^it to maturity. They mUfthave Afps 
thste iaOf becaufe tb? lea fbtnetimes tttrows in fome.of : 
its branches here. They likewife taHc of a kihd. of. 
wild Feo, ^and fince they have feen the!:i(re we make of > 
tlwm, "diey boil amtieat them, Th^ alfo-mentionat 
f^t growmg there, which, according to their defcrip* 1 
tion comes near to our laxge ydlow plum^, and which.i 
they even connote tainranget. But tbe fur^ef we* go 
nofth, the tn6re naked and Aeril is the; land) until 3t> 
1^ nothing is to be fonnd but bare rocks» ; ; 

■ ■ .;■■.. ,§ 32- '■' ■/■■■■/-■ 

■ W* fliall concluiie tt^ account or tbe' Vegetables, 
with.thpf^ that grow ill the Sea. The-CT<p of men! 
have probably difcovereid the lejift ppj-t of riiem, yet. 
the^iMcas numerous and variou^, and why may they 
not-lKasHu^efui, as tlK produita aS the Jaod,, had we 
Ijlifc.a fu^cicnt knowledge^ of them ? It h^,b(;en Jong^ 
ob^^CVjcdt that the Ocean is;^ diverfified in its form. 
bcfi«ath,,aE the land above, (that there are level ^plains 
»)di champains, fucih as tbe^brqad faud-bapksj and alfo: 
hilh *nd' vales. The iilands ^d the rofks we only the 
upperiRoft funnnit of t^e,-:i^untain^.of the ocean, and. 
the -higher and ftceper .tire fliore is, the. deeper is the 
fta-bpBpath it. The plu^if^rline alfoevidencej fuffici-.' 
. «ntiy^ th^t there are differenlforts of foil "in the bottom 
of .the Je?, for it fometin^s^bnngs u^'flii^e and mud, 
and««(^r tipies all kinA^ of, tiniJ^' lyhereforewe 
i . ' r 2 '' may 
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6a HISTORY OP GB;EE*tLAND. B..1,. 
may fuppofe that the bottom of the fea is grown MBf ' 
wrth plants- ind' h«bs, a part oif'wJiucli ii. bow and 
then Brek««)^'by the ftonnsand caftupoadBeflijanii:,, 
rfty 'tis p©*We that fwge trees mjiy. be growiiig tbere). , 
for fometimcd the fiihen tines ^taagls in, liian, aaA 
b»i>g up broken branches, whiich''hsve'faitheito,oRty:. 
ferved to'd«cofate the cabinet of tbe «irto6fi»oii as- : 
cttatit of'thaiic rarity, but their true intent a^ ufe.v itt 
tb» -Aorc-lioufe' <tf nature has- not been cktEnninitdt:- 
However they certainly fprcad a tabk' foi raasiy, fan!': 
cetdd Kre oene^^te^ enough iiKo- that ceconaiK)^ we 
nugbt porbap9 fay, for n>ilft| o£ tl» irdiaUtast&'todC 
hungry inonlVcr» of tJle ocean, that fddDni 0^ nevsi! 
pnlsnt theififalres to our vi^wi Ik fououcoLltlnai, E' 
have obfavsdt'th^t the rnia]leibaBd<Underefl:i«^<|ilRnt9i:: 
that^bn'f'gityw- far &«Ht the ftibttd, hadxwr^nd &)«t: 
a mukitiid* of wbfnw or an inhale hies: fi:arcr4ifiUe; tn'' 
the eyei »id that foractimcs the^ target aad . ftm i fem/ 
foa^nnxss 't^KLE are call ouD fi-OKftlic deeper ntcf^jtcil 
the oeean, brJifg with tb0in^tharlu.a£ the tootAcJlip't 
hble&eeettfroBgh in various wa^. ' ■■ • ■ ■ i 

ThoiTMg-ft^Sea-giafsiB.oomiKKinlyajf a daritgreflrt; 
or bFowR ookrur. There is ^Itle here tiiat ncfeijabkr 
the grafs which< grows in thlc'ctepth of the oQian,, biU: 
is moftly like herbs. The tender roots ferve rather to 
anghor the plant than to nourifli it, becaufe^ as a na- 
tive of the -waters, it can imbite mrtrirtfrtrt eVery 
wfiere. Theft 'roots embrace t«e locks, and'ltiftie' 
ffone9,anS eyfen the mufclcsfofbfti that 'lis^dHfesgagwH 
witfe difficulty^ fo that nothing but the inoft *^Anenfr 
ftorms' and the molt violent agitation of dfc' hJHbwt- 
tbateven ret]} along large ftones, can- break ^ hold! 
HTtd caffi it^ upon land. The ftttaHfeft forts pfam* tbeaV-' 
felves ntareflf the landj and afe from a fmgert»-'a fooP 
Ifang.' 1 beitcTC lonce counted 20 ftwts'of th^fe. Th» 
Jcepttr'tfte fta defcends, the taHer and broader 'aw ib«l 
plaritsj and- the more diverfffiei*' from thofi tiwcesjlce 
their ftation neat* the land, "ftic' feed- pedicles m*y be 
plamly feen in' the lefier forts-, formed like:t»eaf«'anA 
Bj^n [>o*V and filled with hWIc- Mack corns. Bu« S 
never ehce could find that.Hi'clelrttle grains: artiWd to 
any Mi^ty or maturity j (d'fWniffi feed foF '^' pK>i»a- 
. ' - gatlon 
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gatioQ af'theplaDti^.therefore I Hiould rather imagine 
ttnn flie toTl|ti flftne That enwraps ihHn,~iHay be fup- 
pofcd to be ihejimefi. Spme of them look like oak- 
leaves, others like pcafe-tltaw, locln of hair, peacocks 
feathers and other things. But further from the ftrand 
the long ffti-graSi lies, an4 i£ tike Ihe Weeds' fwimming' 
on ponds. This twifts itfelf together like a rope by 
ffie FSltlRg Cf The waves, "Often" as thick as uue's am, 
and feveral fathom long. Some look like a great 
calve's chaldron. The largeft has a hollow flem 2 or 3 
fadiom long, 'tis llender beneath at the root, but an 
inch or two tbick above j its leaf is 2 or 3 fathom 
long, and above a yard broad. Another of the long 
br(»d ibrts has a flat cooipafted ftem, that divides the 
Jeaf in J:be middle. If we dry tbefe 2 forts in lihe 
&ade, clpecially their flems, on the iirfl there congDils 
a fofe mt in long fubtil cryflal particles, apd oa the 
other a kind of fugjar. This, very like, was the ulga 
/accbart/frot which Barthelitt lays the Icelanders eat 
wfth butter. The flieep like to eat ir in winter, and 
.thQ Gmnlanders, nay even the Europeans mull: put up 
Vwith iii .when they can get nothing elie. But the 
Oreenlanders frequently eat a bright iled and ^reen 
^.leai^. very tender, aa a lefrefhmem, as we do wlad, 
^'which is ferviceahle to thetn againltrthefcurvy. 

,., I. fanr.none here either of 3ie foft an' is fea- 

. productions or trees, or thofe of the fto , fuch 

as are/ound near Norway, and are defer Pon- 

. ^ppidan'6 natural hiflory of that country ; I faw 

but one litde branch of the Coral tree j ti pretty 

.larg^tree of it was once fent to Copenha nd 'ti; 

probioile theie is |to fcarcicy of the o< Cs here 

'"too,.; 
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B O p K II. 

Of tie Beafts, Birds and Fi/hfs. , \ -i 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Land Akimals. 

-■■"''■ § I. . r . ,.■ 

UNFRUITFUL as this Land is, yet h affbr^ 
nourifliment tp fom?, thoagh 'but vfefy few 
kinds of beafts, which ftirtiifli the natives with 
food and raiment. They are beafts that can otily fubl(ft; 
in' the cold northern cpuntries, and will find a mai,ntd?i- 
^ce fven in* Spielberg, ani fiicb places where ho |nda 
lives. 

Of the wild-game kind here arc Hares and ReiiisJcer j 
hares are in pretty good plenty, the reindec'r hTv^bcen 
pleiity tooj but arc now grown very fca^ce, ' ■•' ,-' ^ 

The hares are white both winter and fuiniper, it 
leaft I faw po grey ones, fc that they may perhaps be 
fome^hat different from thofe in Norway, iriiiclr arc 
^rey in fumpier jind white in winter. They are pretty 
^rge, aiid lined with a little fac between the'ikin and 
fleth ; they live Upon grafs and white mofs, bui'itt'S nJDt 
s|t all regarded, by the Greenlanders. 

The reindeer are the northern deer, that are not only 
met with in Greenland, but alfo in Spittberg, Siberia, 
Norway, Lapland and the nortliern parts of AmCflCa. 
But they cannot fiibfift in vvarmer countries, where 
they have npt the pure mountain air tp breath in, oOf 
can crop the tender grafs and mofs. It is well know^i 
that the Laplanders have whole herds of fevcral hunW 
(!rcd head of reindeer, which like the cows, ferve thefii 
for flefli, milk and checfe, draw their fledges loaded 
witll'tbeir baggage, nay animuft ferve as poft-borfes 
two. Thefe here in Greenland are wild, can run 
1 fwift» 
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ftvift, and having a qukk Icent, they rarely let the, 
hunter ileal upon them, if the wind blowi fram him to 
" them. They once caught a, young one and hfdi it Qp ; 
it grew as tame as a cow, but bccaufe it did alt kind of 
Dii&hicf to the Gteenlandeirs, they were obliged to 
lull it. The largeft are of the fize of a two years 
heifer. Their: colour is commonly brown or grey^ 
with white bellies; their tkiti is very thick of hair, 
which is above an inch long. Their antlers or. 
branching horns differ from thofe of the common bucl^ 
only in their being fmooth, grey, and of. a hand's 
breadth at the top. They caft them every year towards 
fpring. As lopg as the new growing horn is Ibft, it id 
dad with, a woolly Ikin, which the bead afcerwards 
rubs off. In fpring they get new hair, which is very 
fliort ; at this feafon the beaft is alfo very lean, and the 
Ikin very thin, and of little value ; on the other hand, 
in autumn the fkin is very thick and full of hair. I'hey 
are lined then with two or three fingers thick of fat 
between the fkin and the fleih, and are full of blood. 
Thus, as Anderf»n in his Hilary of Greenland obfcrves 
of all the beads of the north, they can better endure 
the warmth of fummer and the amazing cold of win- 
ter. Their flefh is teiider and well tafted. They are 
very cleanly and contented creatures ; In fummer 
they regale themfelves on the little tender grafs in the 
vallies, .and in winter they dig after the i^hite mofs 
under the fnow between the rocks. ( Formerly there 
jvere the moft reindeer at Ball's-river, and the Green- 
landers caught them by a kind of clapper-hunt ; that 
is, the women and children furrounded a certain fpace 
of land, and where people were wanting, they fet up. 
kigs of wood covered with turf on the top to look I'ke 
men, and thus marching forward frightened them, ti]| 
they drove them intd a narrow denle or pafs, where 
the hunters killed them with their darts ; (x the wo- 
men drove them down to the fide of fome bay, and 
then hunted them into the water, where the men killed 
them with harpoons or darts. But fince they have got 
powder and fliot, they have thinned them very much. ' 
Many Greenianders ftill negletSt their beft fiftj aftd iea 
F 4 caiiiurc 
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cat^tilri for this hunt, aiMl Sptafi their priiht &itnntf! 
monthe to get a cowpie of ikins to nuke a Agure JQ. 

The furuier we go north, the fewer reindeec we.mwt 
with. Yet there ire fome feund on DiUcp-tflafld'. 
Their being found on this illand g»»e occaiioB tn'&its 
foUoving fabulous ftoiy, that a g;igEuitic Gi^enUnder 
diHevered this piece of land fnun Ball'snriyer, uii 
towed it thither with his Icaialo Hq intended to have 
united it with tbs main land, but becaufe the curiolity 
of a lying-in woman tempted her to pee|i out of her 
tent, he could not quito oompleat his forcefy. They 
ftill (how the hole in the tock thro' which he drsw tha 
rope, as a token of the truth of it. * i-^ ' 

The foxes are lefs, and of fomcwhat diiferent fhapo 
than thdfe in the fouth cotiijtries. They approach 
the neareft to the rock-foxes or pefzi, as they ^ 
catled in Siberia. Their head and feet, refembl* a 
dog's, and they bark almoA like a dog. MoA: of thea 
are blue or grey, but fome whits ; tkey are very thick 
of hair in winter. They ^on't change th«r CQJour» 
only when the blue fort change, hair, they become 
fomewhat fallow, andare^thea good for ntdhii^. They 
live upon birds and their eggfc* and when th^y «an't get 
•them, upon crow-berrie*, mufcles, orahl, .and what 
the fea calls out. I could gathee na ligns qf their An- 
gular cunning, unly thM they plafii with their feet in 
the water, to excite tha cimofiCy.of .ibme kjnd of 
filhes to come and fee what is going forwaid, and .then 
they fnap them up ; and the Greenland wsmen have 
learnt this piece of art from them. They have thsir 
holes among the crevices of the rocks. One way,fthe 
Greenlandcrs catch them is by a (rap, which js built 
of ftone like a little houfe,- in which a piece of flefli 
is tied to a ftick, which w4ien the fox lays hcM of^ it 
pulls a ftring, by means of wtucii a broad ftone falls 
before the mouth Of the tvap. Another way is by 
fpringles of whale-bone, which they lay over a pit in 
the fnow filled with capelini j mean while a Green- 
lander fits near in a tent of fnow, and when the fox 
comes, draws the fpringle clofe. Another method is 
hy a deep pit dug under the fnow, then covered flightly 

• Soi M[. PaiJ Eg/Jt'iCsslinuarist of the Bilaiitrs, Set. ^. 93, 

A, and 
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aai tMit Wfn, and fimced with capeliiw.^ Thslilue 
foxTftioi art s^flriy boi^t vp by the ftiAois. . If the ' 
Grotnhadea are in waot, they will eat Eosccsnther 
than hflnee. ..-.;■. 

Thele : creuures - are not hurtful but beneficial t« 
them. The white bear$« andthe^ only, are fierocuid 
mifchieydus. Thoy tJt often fcen in the- fouth uti 
north part.df Gixcnlond, oUb in Hudfon't-bay, in Si- 
beria, and in Spitzberg mofl: of all. Th^hav« along 
narrow head like a dog,' and ari laid to bark lilce a 
dog. Their hair is long, aiul as {ok as. wosl. The^ 
are much larger than the black omm, and often 3 '(v 4 
yacds long. Their Aelh. is white and fat, andis'faid to 
tafte like mutton; the Grsenfanders like'ta eat it. 
They have a- great deal of -At, out of whidi good 
train is melted, and the ht of the paws is' ufed'in me- 
dicine. Tliey go upon the flakes of ice aiter the Teal* 
and dead whaliK J they alfti attack the norfe or fc^lion^ 
but diii creature defends ilfdf'noldy' with its long 
teeth, and fometimes infers them. They fwim from 
one ilake of ice to another.) when they aKc attacked 
they deftnd tdwHifehvsj and fariflciy encountering a fcou 
full of men, many a man lefts hns life. iBut if rtiey 
are purfiied, they dive ind Swim on under fhe water, 
according to the relation in the dclcriptioh of Spjez- 
.)>erg. When they are u|mn knd they live upon birds 
and their eggs, and if''tiKy- am impelled t^'hvnger 
^ey will denxa* men, and the daad bodies out of the 
graves. Id winter tiiey immttro thejnlelves in A« 
holei between the rocks, or bury themfetves in th« 
fnow, till the fun invites them idiroad i^n t thcwthey 
aris aMiired by the firent of tlw feils flefli (o hunt out 
the Graeidaiid . houfes, which they break into and 
pUutden. The Greenlandcrg in their turn fet up the 
hue v^dcvy after the robbure, ^irroand them with their 
dogs* atulll^l diem with their lanoea and h^pot^ts, 
biit minyl a tithe lofe riuiiE<n*n liMt in the fray* T^e« 
is vcry'i&Idoil any fetn in the country round Good-* 
hope, but they have killed fome Greenlandera this 
winter nckr the iwlpny in' ttv SoudHny. 

The 
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The GreenUiiders.aUa givcout that th^ Haveleen 
black bears, ^icb either fear or fancyhztfa magnified 
to the fize of 6 6uhctin Icing. But there are more 
that talk of a kind of Tiger, which they, call ama^ 
nk. They fay they art white, fpotted with black, 
«n(i as large as alcalf, but :no European has ever yet 
fcen any of them. This may perhaps be the fort of 
l^ned bears that go upon the ice from Greenland to 
{cejandi. N. Herreiow, kc. cit. § 2+. 

The Greenlanders have no tatne beafts but dogs of a 
middle (lae, which look more like wolves than dogs. 
!M(^of thun are white, yet there are fome with thick 
black hait>: They don't bark, but growl and howl fa 
much tho more. . They are fo ftupid that they can't be 
ufed )n.huiiting, only to drivie the bears into a corner 
or decoy. They ufe tbein-inftead oif horfes, -harnelfing 
frftm 4 to lodogs for a Hedge, and in this pompous 
figure vifit one another or draw home their feals over 
iSe ice, tho' the latter, can be done only in Di&o, 
where the bay freezes over. Therefore they are valued 
as much by the Greenlanders as horfes are by us. * 
Some Qf the Greenlanders will eat the dogs, nay all of 
them^when pinched with hunger ; they nfe their fkins 
as coverii^s for their beds, and alfo tQ border-aitd leain 
their cloaths with. 

In the year 1759 one of oui miffionarics brought 3 
Sheep, wnh hiqi from Denmark to Newhcrmhutb. 
Thefe have fo increafed by -bringing ibme 2, fome 3 
lambs a year, that they Mve b^n able to kill fome 
every year fince, to fend foqte to Lichtenfels for a be- 
ginning there, and after all to winter 10 at prefent, 
V^e may judge how vaflly fweet and nutritive die 
grs^sis herefrom the following, tokens, that tho? .three 
^usbs come from one ewe, they are larger even in au^ 
tumn, than a flibep of a year old is in Germany, and 
that they often get more than 20 pound of f uet agd 70 
of A^ from one nun. The meat has but little lean 
on . itj but the fat is lb mild and tender liuU one may 
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.^t it witixoitt prejudice. This little breed of fin^I 
cattle fiands our brethren in very good ftead, efpec^- 
.■»i\y on acQount t^ th^ gpe^t ^creafe of rein-deer, and 
^e fmall flock of bn(ter. They cpiild probably paf- 
ture^ 200 Oi^ on the little pl^n round New-Herrnhut 
during the r^iiunfr, but then the fu^mer lafls only 
four months, and'fof the long winter after, they muft 

^.{barch put the ^mal) quantities of grafs among tj^e old 
abandoned dwelpng- place; of |t)e Greenlanders, and 
luring it by V^teiwith a gre^.dJEJ^ pf trouble; on this 

r^ccdnnt'tbeywili hardly be aBle to >viflter more th^R 

.'ten' (heep.' - - ' ■ • 

Formerly they kept cows too a( (jpod-hppe, but tl^e 
poft and trouble ^3^ fg great, that they g^vc it ^p again 
long ago. T'^y might keep goat? f^nd pigs hcfq wjtjj 
jefs trouble ; but they decline it becaufe diofe be^s ,^8 
^nruly, and the tents pf the GrpenJanders, which arc 
of fkihs, and their proyifionSi which often lie in the 
open air, would havf ao. cqmpliment paid them l^ 
thofc creatures. 

.'.■■,,»'• 

Thei^e is. neither a great number nor variety of laad 
birds, becaif fe there is but little food fisr them } yet 
■ there arc a gpod many rypen, as they are called in 
■JJorway, that is the northern partridges, which only 
frequent cofd countries and the Alps. In Switznland 
they call them mow-hens. They are grey in fummer 
and white in winter. Some people imagine that they 
keep their feathers, and only change their colour ; but 
we here have taken ftriil notice that they t;aft their 
feathers every fpring and autumn,, and get new ones; 
only the bi]l and the top of the tail-feathers remain 
grey. In the fupimcr they,jcc(Qrt,to.the hills, where 
they find th? niqft crow-berries,. which theyfi^ upoii 
together witfi the leaves. ^Kcy do not reUre far from 
thefnow, becaufe they like',"i^e. cool j but wHcn the 
fnow falls too abundantly for thein in winter, they are 
obliged to. betake themfelves nearer to the fca,, where 
{he winds fweep fo much fnoyr , i^om the rocks, that 
they majr gatos'c their food. Man reaps the beneJit of 
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-thiff nearer approach to'his hand, and they jin^ve'a 
wholefom and rdifking rcpaft to him. 
■ - There are To many pretty 'Ain^ reported of diis bird 
to the praife of the maitrfold -wilaom and providence if 
God over the poor irrational creatures', diat one coufd 
read them with plealure ; bnt. they are not ^l to be 
^depended iq>on, and fome of them contradtft themfdvCs. 
Thtis they pretend to have obferved, that in Order to , 
have a little fuftenancc for die long -winnir, it gathers 
in a harveft of Ijcrries' ntar its licit, irhich is faid to be 
tnirit in the higheft rocks. ' Alio, thattowards winter 
it ftuiFs its craw quite full, then beds'itfelf in the fhotv 
for warmth, and Is norn^iflied all the winter by the 
ftpck 'in its ftomach. If'iliji is mi refated of fome 
-other bird (which by th6 ddcrtpridn, Jt does not feem 
-^ be) then it bdtcs the Greenland partridge ; for we 
Ifeetlrem all the winter long flying in great numbers a- 
ijout the rocks. Where ^t^ey daily feA l»nd find their 
food. A kii^d providence is more mailifbft in other ref- 
pe£ts. It is a filly bird ; -if a little hedge W barricatfc 
of twigs or ftones is fef-to fallen a fiiare or noofe to, 
it does Hot ftep ovcr^ but out of flrupidity runs into 
tlhefnirCi I myfdf have obferved, that when it fpi?s 
4mian, infteadcf hiding itfelf betwefen the ftones, It 
betrays Itfelf by iis noife and by ftretchJng Out its neclt. 
It Hands unconcerned when the fowler takes' aim at 
its life, and when it is' Mgfatraed' on the wing by 
Ihmes, it perches again prefently and ftands gapii^ at 
its fee. 0«lj ind«d in winter they lie flat upon the 
fnow to -conceal tbemfelves, as if they had more fenfc 
in the CoU feafon dian i!he v'^rm. Now as this bird . 
js vefy eagerly hunted after by the birds of prey, it ap- 
pears to me that the divine Providence bad an eye to 
its preferv«Jon in jhe change of its colour, fo that in 
the fimmer it is-drift titgrey like the rocks, and in 
■winter IHte ttie fnOW,!. thdt the murderous bird of prey 
■ may not' diftihgutfli it froth' the floor on which it fits. 
Again tXic darws'of Iti IKbt late provided with thick 
■b^lx^orereJover with''fiiirfH feafhpR tik^wool (con- 
traryto the taatfce' ofpfher lai^d-bitd^, which procures 
it thenanwAifapa>,thjrtis,- hare's-foot )"veiy likely that 
It may the better endure the cold ; and its toes are not 
feparated 
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IqnvatML all At wtj niK I^UK tf it. fliould tinwarily 
wsDtore over topwidC a wWvCy atril weatiacfe n^ajof i% 
dflofvin, it nu^ be'il>le to^ fnd'ltfelf Jbjf fansum^ aqti 
1*1^140. ihat-it^mBy fit os tie w4t«t4-m fafciy frofn t^K 
robbflis of th^ air~ 1 1 o^rfdif '&«( j.youitg «nt), ttiat.^e 
Gracnboders nauM b^e,biilxrt* , fall int» thq'iratcr 
m itt flighty Mui Mm JIIu<ii totter-Wnw 1 bw^, ;^ 
fean ih^'dw.ivt»^$cntlff':bir4,':)>ftt;Mi^n> it It c^v^tt^ 
caiinoel»tamed:u 3iQ(^tive«.bW W&ij^^ f9tt4* aRiit 
disi fiv^ckf-^ an houc «r twt,'. .^..-■■r. 

As tO'fhndkr binfa^ here a« fniptn, that, Uvoiino^lijf 
on ^e little flielf^fifii OK Af rftrmMti; tiuy 4re go9fl tfl| 
,rat^ but verf ^nd^j B«&tcs the^ rosnO Mnd 0f Uulft 
fti^ftcri- favour Taa.'witii Atvill iir fiiinlBCf, wh^ tbc 
ft«£ of the he(bft» addielj^i^)(]th»fcun7f$e«i9t are 
ripe. On««f£h8fi)FsfeBibl«s:fpiirroWf osIx.it itt r(»}^ 
u4iat ' kU^,'^ non: beauti^, snd fut^. ^;ritpal>ly.- 
Atio^ei) i3:lilae'the liriiistj. itu veiry fimilL, paM <lf U|) 
head i» as ted as blood, atd it' iingk yaftly agmtablie* 
Thtf 'Ki}rwe^an9 call it ieij^ Tht^ m^ he both nKuIe 
fanM uid'fed with greats^ ■ but chcy itsidomi live out t^ 
wiiitcrltcomfe'-'of the ftcat of th&.rQomt- The]i) are^ 
lbinetnne& ' throws by: a Jlwniir.tm boainl aflitp wh«n it 
is 8o«r rdo>)«agucs.iram ^ivik A thi«d 6x(i^ Ult^ the 
wagtail, arid is called : Stitn^utttt id Norway.; i^ lives 
upon worfflsi Andthen 1 hitv« oli&wed by th» watep- 
falh'oMang the Kniiihabtced racJu a linle fingl«g,bird 
with a^gK)) Ikm^ and ^ white bdl}', vHtach muft be ei- 
Uierthe fbfflB'-fald> (water'-&ll) oi the f)iQWri»Fdt<dfi^ 
cribed ft^rPoHtoppidari. The, Qceanlamiefa fay, .thw 
tJKtq l^ds- abide dtddn^ VintOF in thtf cleitBi.Df th« 
i^ocks. ■"..■.. 

As tO'foi'eiign birds, tlie.Etuiapcaiis: have brought hi- 
ther common poultry and pigeons, .but they .arc,, too . 
expcn)rMi10''tTmfiCBtii. It. wnard he cv&er tp. muntiain 
tatne-ducKfs^ but as they ventim toQ far out to fea> they 
are neVeP fafe from being drtrezi quite away by tliQ 
Waves .in aftorm. ■■ 'i. 
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'Of'bi*iii of prey We -Slid here the great flarlt-broiini. 
e^^) i^hich IS iftlgbt" f«et tong^ if tnezftrtd when its 
U'iHgi ire exteiidtd! They'not only ^reyupon laodn. 
birds but '^fo fta-bi^di.y^They w&tch' froat the lmi,_ 
~^hcre they dive, tad thitiier tbeyhafien, i^itattUei 
fpot till tncy rife, and then feizc them. Tbcy wiU> 
^fi> draw a jlsung fell out of the water with theiri 
felons. There are' alfo' grey and fpotted faleons, like-' 
)^iff! owls, which are white. Thele fets of rob Ws are> 
not numerous, and refort moftly among the mountains^ 
On the othbr'hand the ravens, which are cenfidcr^ly 
linger '^an ours, hsve theih ivfoit in. gteat nUmberci 
&6ui the' houfes, holp the GiMnlandcrs off with wb«t) 
they have, and often pull their leather-hoaia to pieces; 
out <^ hunger'; but they are ddiged to:live qjoftly^ 
upon' fea-inleds, as mufeles, ftar-filhes, ,&c. Thefe- 
they drop fr<»n a great lieight iipon at rpck to brealc 
diem, but when th^ ireivefy hungry thfcy fw^low 
jheli and all. They eat' ;Ufe crow-^rries.! They are 
iard to be fhot, but -the Greenlandcrs catch tb<in iit' 
ftiares,- and if theft is afctrcity of whale-bone they 
ilf^ ^ir feathers for Jiifaing lines. When they fly 
about in a refllefs manner making a noife in the air^ 
it is the [nrefage of a ftrong fouth^wind add Aprm. ' 

As to infers uid veitain, there are here fofn.e finall 
ghats, and great ones in fuch quancitits, ihut in hazy 
Ainuncr-weather we do not know whcreito fcreen our- 
fclves. T'heir fting 'makes the part fwell ;> hut they 
lafl-only about fix weeks. Konnd the Greenland houfes^ 
frhere half rotten bones are never wanting, the Wowipg-i 
ily-f«^rms. We fee but few of the little flinging 
£ies, and feldomer a little kind of humble-bees thati 
gather their food from the flowers. I dvt a <;ou[de of 

yellow butterflies, but no catterpillars. 

- There are all forts of earth-worms and maf gQts, but 
no venemous vermine, except fmall fpiderif, ng fprpsnts, 
loads, frogs, rats, mice, or fuch things. TH^(e «^ea■^ 
tures can as little endure this cold cQuntfyi.a^ |Cbe jiot' 
them part of Norway. 

They know nothing here of fleas, itt^ ^A ■ other 

ve^in as we find in houfes elfewhere ; and-fi»hide I 

was in the Ih.ip, I took notice that a dog that was full of 

them 
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tjhem, was <quitG delivered as foon as we airived ,be- 
tween Shetland and Iceland. On the other hand tha 
Greenlanders are lb much the more infeftcd with 
lice. 

■ ' %i' r [ „ \ 

, Deflitute as the land is o( living creatuter, t£e 
riches of the Tea make it up^ as wdl in varie^ as mul- 
titude. , 

Firft, Math reladc 
fowls have all alilce 
legs are commonly I 
baclcwards, which n 
(6 much the better p 
ing. All of them, a 
deep, are furnilhed i 
clofe, and linderneatli 
ment of Toft down> 
fkin and fiefli, and 
warmth, and for the 
It is alfo dbferved i 
high, they always Iw 
thers may not be di 
fhot from behind, be 
trate the feathered co 
tides. Some have 
others have alfo a foi 
but yet fupplied witl 
fiave Ihort wings, bi 

for diving, and therefore remain moftly on the. water. 
But thefe are diverfiAed again by their bills, for inftance, 
fome have them broad and dentgd in as the duck^ others 
round and pointed, as the wiUock. Again others are 
furnilhed with long wing^, as fea-mews or gulls, but 
- then they cajinot dive, but muA watch on the wing 
for their prey j therefore they are provided with a long 
croolced bill. Now as the dIfFerence of, the outward 
form of the wing and bill, by means of which they get 
their livelihood, is more plain and palpable to di& 
fenfes, than the difFerence in the number of the wing, 
and tail-feathers, &c, therefore I will divide them inta 
the three clafles of duck, wiHock, and mew or gull, 
though. 
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rtwii^ ibme miglit *ith greater propriety; bit bttor ac* 
cdUntSi'fie rank«l » fonfle ctthcr clafe. 

"■' ' " §4- 

Among the fowl of th« 4nck genus that have flidrt 

fripgs and a broad depted bill, , belong I 

't, Tht wild ^rey geefe, which arc better fenowit in 

life warmar cmmtries than here. They dome into this 

imer probabljr .out of the 

•teed their yotnl^, and to* 

l^t bacfe ^in; ■ 

k frequent 'iomrtiiwre tte 

h a broad tHf'caffed ill 

.15 Ijke the tflrttt duck srf-* 

mother wfraft QWei^nd' 

in^ ftarp biW, and » tirft 

tfrchr joGtrg hy the frcfli* 

; alfe-a tfrfrd' forr, calfed iff 

r, or Solaild QtJo(c) it is 

Hacft lir^aft. Some-haye 

f any cggj> nor propagattf 

ty thOT other creatures do^ 

but t*artfcy-are generated' from the (bt-ffirHc- or frbtfii 

wWch- fctths CO <rf4 wood' drivfrfgiii the (ca. They 

fency tfriy flime, breeds Jtrft,-a fteU-fifh (eafted cenda 

anmifirii) the flieH-fiflr breeds z warm, dijil' dw worm 

in (iCie gets wings, and llierr creeps oirt of'tHe egg aX 

a chicio does', fiimches intb die- fta; and" at" leirgtlt 

grows' tff-a complcat dteSr^ This gave rife t& the fay- 

mg;^ thM; tftfs'fowl grcws' irpoo trees-. Mahj'of the an- 

cferiTS'were of this opmiair, and therefore oiie of their 

celebratei^umverfitics- declared, thae it might ,fe eaten' 

firieiiTi-wi'thonf any oifence t-o ffte confcieHce; becaufif 

Sr^^bs Of . the fift-kind. But the abflird^ty'of 'tliis no- 

liori-' has Tang been detCtfted, arrd it has beeh' provej 

that thjs bird' lays eggs, and a great miny'tdo, and" 

haflches ttem like the- crther fowls, ani that the couth* 

aiWtiftra-, that fattens itftlf ro the rotten-woorf, is ^ 

peculiar fpecies of rmifcle or poljTJiis-. S'ec PinfopfiJhn'i 

'If'ahavi'-Hfff: tf Nirway^ Parr If . Chap. 11. § 12; 

smd'Qiajr. In. f4.'*- 

3. The 
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3. The fea pheafant, wtiich the Greeijanders call 
a^k, is, a lefs bird than a diiclc, grey above and white 
beneath. 

.4. Ternauviar/ui; it is very much like the b^d- 
coot, only a broader bill. It is a beautiful black bird, 
the fize of a little duck; has white fpots upon the body, 
and red ftreaks upon the head. It is probable it was 
not known in Norway, becaufe Mr. Egede could give 
it.no name in his Greenland Di£tionary, 

5. The eider-fowl oTbhckduckjanasplumitmi>lIiJ^h% 
it is one of the prettieft and moft profitable birds of the 
duck-cliifs ; its ufefulnefs confills partly in its flefli^ 
which here moftly fupplies the place of other frdh 
meat, (yet it is to be obferved, that all fea-fbwla tafte 
fifty, trainy, and unpleafant, though fome more and 
fofnc Isfs ;) it is very profitable too, on account of its 
ftin, of which both the Greenlanders and Europeans 
make their fined warmeft under-garments ; alfo for the 
fake of its eggs, which in June and July are gathered 
in greatinumbers and eaten. But this fowl is moft ce- 
lebrated for its valuable eider-down, which is plucked 
ofFfrom it in great quantities, after the coarfe feathers 
are pulled out. Yet this is not worth much, becaufe 
it is apt to heat by lying, and does not fwell and dif- 
tend itfelf rightly ; therefore it is called dead-down. 
The beft is found in their nefts, where the tender mo- 
ther drops it or plucks, it off her own body to provide 
a foft warm bed for her young brood. But mis is mixed 
with all forts of dirt and dung, from which they deanfe 
.it on a fort of harp or fievc, making the ftrings to vi- 
brate with a ftick, fo that the dirt and what is heavy 
falls through, and the light down adheres to the 
ftrings. If their eggs are taken away, as people often 
do in Iceland, where they take great pains wirii them, 
they lay again the fccond and third time, always four 
eggs, and every time pull off freft down fijr the ntft. 

But there are two forts of eider fowls. The Green- 
landers call the moft common fort mittfk. The hen has 
yellowilh feathers bordered with black, and appears 
grey at a diftance. The cock is black beneath and 
. white above, has a violet-coloured head aijd white 
neck. The other fort they call iingalU, i. e. rtafuiui. 

Vol. I. G becaufe 
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liecaure, it, has an orange-coloured protuberance like a 
comb growing between the ho(lr!ls upon it's bill ; but 
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. • V«7 lately was publiilied arCopenhage'n in iiia.A Mt^altifhr^ eftbt 
tlSit-fiivl, by MsnTiraatSrgr'iiki', in wiuch siftie i) £ud oT-thubinl. . 
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/>j( of'Pontoppidarii of which manj^' prettj tilings arc 

' obftfved. . ■■ ;.i . 

■'' 2. Th emmer'6rpvtgiiin,'C3\\td by the Greenlandcrs 

■ efU'/iiit/Bi (i. e. little wing) and m Ihfe Qrkneys, em- 
bei--gooIe, is not niuch diifferent fromthi foregoing, ex- 
cepting that its Wings are fcarce' a'fpan long, and 

flum^d with fo few feathers that if cannot fly at all. 
16 feet ftand (b fat behind, and are licnt fo hr back- 
ward, that itis'hard to conceive how' the bird canibnd. 
Therefore tlie- Norwegians think that it is never Teen 
.on fliore only the week before Chriftmas, whith ' for 
that reafon' they c^ll emmer-week^ and they aifolma- 
gine that the heh' dpps riot broad and hatch her two 
eggs (for fhe is faid never to'lay'tnore) onlhelaads 
"But between hfei!"wings and her rump; ' ' ^ ■ 

'■'■3. The Shar/, Irr Greenlandlfhi vhit/oi, thatislit- 
tle-tongqed, becaufe it , has fcarce any tongue, and 
''tnikes no found at .all'; is fiiaped 'almoft like the pre- 
' ceding, but hasa very long bill and legs, and might 
' yery -weirlie fcaflcd the fea-ftprk. It is fo voracious, 
■'that it willddviUr dn iiicfedlble riumljer of fifties, Mrhith 
"it fetches Up 'from a depth of 26 or 3ofathdm;'and1rtce 

■ the ftork it fwkilOws them whole, even' though th^ are 
"ifbotand half long, nay even flounders that are-a foot 
''■'Btoad: It tietfer can be fliot but'when it b 'bufy in 
■^gorgeing itfelf ^ith thefe mortels. Elfe it is very vigi- 
lant, and can look well about it wjth its large [Promi- 
nent fiery eyes, which are encompaflcd with a ydlow 

' snd red ring. .:-.., ''-'•• 

Thefe three forts may moft properly be' ret:fc6ned to 
"the mergi or pormoraflt-genus, of which Johnitdn courtts 
'twelve fpeCies'ih his Hi/htia .nafuralii . de jfdHms, li, 
IV. Chap. VII. He fays fome of thefe can betamtfdy 

■'and 'trained to ijUchEih. - j ' ; ■'. , 

■ 4.. The la/NTti, 'in. Latin atyrrAu!^ 10 Englifc 'iffWr, 

''lob or loon, approaches the' neareft to the' fca-'ftt>flc, 
'but has the I'oMgeft wings amcttig'all the fliott-wingted 

"ciafe i therefdre it flies very high,'cohtrary to tfiriman- 
ner of the reft. It has a datk-grey headj ■ a ?ight- 
grey back, and a white belly. The hen lays her^ggs 
near to fome frelh-water pool, and abides fitting m her 
' poll, even when the place is overflowed. This fowl is 
Q 2 her? 
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84 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. BJt 
here called the fummer-bird, becaufe the natives can- 
not depend upon' a pennanent thaw till this harbinger 

. of the rummer makes his appearance. Therefore ne 
muft keep his ifinter quarters In warmer countries, 
like the wild gecfe and other fuch fea-fowla, which are 

I feen here only in fummer. The noile he makes is like 
the ducks, from whence It is probable he got his Green- 
land name Karfaak. His cry is looked upon as a pre- 
iage, fometimes of isin and fometimes of fair weather, 

, according as he contiafts it Ihoit, or lengthens it iit a 
chearfal tone. 

5. The willock, in Latin alca, and m GrcenlanduQi 
.. aipa *, is as large as a common ifuck, and has a coal- 
black back and white belly. They remain in flocks 

' far off at fea, and do not approach the land till t}ie 
moft intenfe cold fets in, and then they enter in fuch 

. vaft numbers, that the waters between the illands are 
like as if they were covered with a black cloth ; then 
the Greenlanders not only kill them with their darts, 
but drive ithem in flocks afliore, and catch them with 

, their hands, becaufe they can neither run nor fly much. 
In February and March the Greenlanders live moftly 
on thefc birds, at leaft here in the opening of Ball's 
river, (for thefe fowls do not vifit every where). Their 
fleih is the mofl nourifliing and tender of all the fea- 
fowls, and they make -molt of their under-garments of 
their (kins. 

6. The fca-pidgeon (in the Greenland language, the 
bird of the ftream, becaufe he feeks his food where the 
ftream is the ftrongefl), is like the willock in almoft 
every thing, except its being lefs, and having a fine 
vermilion-coloured bill and ,feet, which are grey in 
winter as well as the body. 

7. The northern fea-parrot has a beak and claws an 
inch broad, Ain, ornamented with yellow and red 
ftcipes, crooked and fo fharp, that he can mailer his 
enemy the raven, and draw him down under the water 
with himfelf. As to the left it looks like the alk or 
willock, only it is lefs. 

8* 
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8. There Is aaotJier Ibrt of fea-porrot, ^hkh the 
Greenlanders call iallingak, it Is bladt aJl over, and as 
]arg^ as a pidgeoti. 

q. The akpalliarfuky or fea-fparrow, which its beak 
refembles ; in Newfoundland called ice-bird, becaufe 
it is the harbinger of ice ; Is no larger than a fieldfare, 
but elfe ihaped like a willock. 

10. The leaft bird is a fea-fnipe, which like the 
land'fnipe lives on the little white cockles. It might be ' 
called an amphibion, for it can fhift for itlUf both by 
land at)d water, two of the claws of its feet being 
joined by a goofe^web, aif4 tl)e third at }tbeity.lil(e 4 
land- bird. 

Now we coflK to the third clals, the bird^ with long 
^jngs and bills. 

,1. The vuevtt in Latin Isrus, and in Greenlandiih 
pavitty our gull or mew. This is the moll known. But 
(his fpecies is again fubdivided into feveral kinds. The 
putch call the fjrll fort burgom^fters, and the other 
ibrts fenators, the Norw^ians call the {ii& fcbwartt^ji- 
ier, becaufe their backs are black. It is the fiie pf a 
duck. The other forts differ from this partly in the 
fize, (the fmalleft being no bigger than a pigeon), 
and partly in the colour, fome bf ing grey, others bluifh, 
and others almoft entirely white, Thqr have a Igng 
fmall bill, rounded ih at the tip, with a rifing almolt 
like the baTb of a harpoon to ftrengthen and enable 
them to hold their prey the better. The nollrils, which 
are up clofe to the head, are fomewhat long and wide. 
The wings jire very long, with which the bird keeps 
itfelf hovering in tl^e air, watching for its prey, and as 
foon as it fpies any thing, jt dart; down upon it like a 
hawk. It can alfo dive a little, yet it feldom fettles 
upon ^hp water, except whe^ it vants to reft itfelf, 
an4 can light of no ice nor woqd. They ntoAly hover 
(««r the uiallow rocks to catch up the fifh that are 
waflied upon diy ground by the raging waves. But 
this bird is well known in idl maritime countries, and, 
^9 far as I can recoiled, on the lakes of Switzerland., 
Q 3 Johnltoq- 
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JohnAon defcribes eight forts.of them, moll of which 
frequenc the rivers. ' ' 

2. The fifth fort of gulls is called by t(ie Datch.'- 
maiUmutkey i, e. the footiUi fly; 'becaqfe they fall upon 
a dead whale as eagerly as a %, and fiifier themielnes 
to be killed. Indeed all gulls; ave foolHhly bald^ and:, 
eafy to be (hot. The NorwegianEcailthis bind iatfej/^ : 
fea-horfe •. They feldom ap|>roach the land, but>fwAnn 
in To much the greater abiuidancc every day alxnit: d>e ' 
Jhips even So- leagues otF'at fca^' '^to'caa^h up any flefli . 
thrown overboard.' If they.'haro eat too much, thttj\< 
thfow it up, and' eat it again tillthay are tiredJ lAn'r : 
dtrfin gives an extenfive anatomical defcription o£ .tikis..; 
bird in his account of Greenland, p. 177 — 183. 

3. A fixth fort the Nofwegians call ja-dieb, and the 
"Dutcii Jirunt-jageFf^ becaufe he perfecutes- the other 
gulls till (according to the vulgar notion, of the faili;^) 
they drop their excremence out offear, which, as they 
fay, he catches flying, and fo quenches the thirlLlra 
has contradied from eatingtbe fat of 'the whale. But^tfaie 
truth is,thatbeing himfelf no fwimmet:,-and 'only-raltin^' 
on wood or fea-grais, he tries toMb'the gulls, vibtate-: 
more fbilful Hthers^'of-their prey, which theyareobUgrd. 
to let Fall as foon as they begin to cry out; ThcreSue!^ 
he may be j uftly called the fea-robber. It ofcen mak^s di'-- 
vcrfion for the* laitors in an idle hour, Llntkeut delcrribts^ 
him amply, und^r the -name' Laihn, larus rt£iricibus in' 
Urmedlis langiffin^i. ■ ' 

4. The tattaret, fo called by the Greenlandera be^ ^ 
caufe their cry has the found of- the nanft. It 'n xnir- 
little common gull. It is the siolt bettutiful, tb>9ugh ■ 
the lead of the gulls ; modly quite white, but on the 
back flcy-blue. They are bii^s of -paffage,- thatTpend 
the jvinter in warmer countries, but aae, fome oi our 
carlieft vifitants- have. ■ They refemble a pigcon-the- 
moft, have a fliort, crooked, yellow bill, and only^hrtp. 
claws on a foot. They follow the courfe that the 
fmall herrings fleer, at Which time the Greenland 'boys 

\* It ii probably whiitW cafl Wabiis.]' \.i\.\ 

ft I'robabl, whaLfome of our ftUof* cJl the «i«» .^ owir iW, foJ U 
Naulouadliiid [he dung-towl.J ' ' . 
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are very dexterous in catching them with a fnare or 
hook, with a fi(h at the end 'of it, which is fallencd to 
* faggot of bniJh-wop4. , TJiey make their nefts in 
^oc^ together, on the fte^peft precipices of the rocks, 
ant] )f a pccfon goes by underneath, they all ^akc to the 
wingandmakea frightful noife, as if they woiild, for- 
£>ot^, . terrify him from their borders. 
. 5. The leaft of the clafs of long-winged birds is the 
'Taetif, hiruruia marina, in, the Greenland tongue iWr- 
kotetiak-, i. e. a diver *.- It is larger than a fwallow, 
but its head and long forked tail is very much.^like it. 
Its CQlpur is whitilh, only it has a black fpot upon the 
headline, a calotte \ ; it. has an excellive long (harp 
bill in ptppqrtjon to its fize. It is alfo a bird of paflage. 
Maf t^ns cf lis it Urmeeye in his defcription of SpitAierg-, 
jand hqs pliSured it very prettily, as well as moft of the 
fea-fowl there. 

Thpre are fomc other forts of birds both in the fouth 
and north parts of Greenland, that are not feen in this 
latitude, ib as otfrsare not feen in fome other partSf 
Thus further norfh there is a kind of alks, that are 
white all over, and much lefs than the black ones. The 
Greenlapderp that live in the, extremeft parts of the 
north, wfaera there ar,e,nar'Eiiropean <;6iopies, relate 
tbatafmall bird, which they call oii/dZ/if, Shaped like 
a pigeon, comes every fummer acroia the water, pro- 
bably fir<>i" America, in fuch numbers that theymake 
the frcQi Tifatcr quite fq^l, They are fo tame and fa- 
miliar, that t^cy go into t^ tenf s, but the Greenlanders 
are afraid to touch them ; bei;4ufe when a bird comes 
into a tant, they look upon it to be a fign that fome- 
body will die In that tent. They talk alfo of a fort of 
penguinsia the north, tWtlike quarrelling a/id. biting 
ib piHch.) vhat they fell ve*?" \^ iC^ecnlanders in their 
Kajitks, , ■■ . 

r*] Qua KtwfoundUnd Tiilin cpU, it^boalfrjuii'i vhifile, but it n 
nolt^ cilUd > li^rwiJlow. '- '■ ■■■■' '■ - . 

G-4 
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5 7-' 
1, myfclf, have feen fuch « multitude ^d variety of 
fca fowl, eyen in this latitude only, that I think it 
would be one of the mpft amufing refearches, how^ 
and HI what manner they got their food, for my part, 
J had not fuflicicnt time nor'opportimity to learn any 
thing about it; \>ut I frippofe the firft clafs, viz.- the 
dUck-kind, are not qualitkd for catching and eating 
fifh, becaufe of their broad blunt bill; but the more 
ealily feed themfelvcs with fhejl-fifli, fea-grafs, and the 
little animals fwarming in it. And a perfon brought 
me a mufc]e found undigefted in the crop of an Eider- 
fowl, that was at leaft as broad again as his beak. 
Therefore all of the dugk-kind, that eat very little or 
no fmatl fifli, and no trainy fat at all, don't tafte fo 
much of iifh or train a? other fea-fowl j and the Eider- 
fowl, that feeds moftly on fea-grafs, the leaft of all. 
The fecond clafs, viz, the Alks, ftem to feed mofily 
en fmall fifli, which thev dire£Hy bruife with their 
fliarp beak, and then fwallow them whole. Both 
thefe claffes are furniflied with fliort wings and tails, 
that they may be no impediment to them in diving; 
and fome of them have been obferved to dive more 
than twenty &thom deep : but thofe of the third clafs, 
the Sea-mew or Gull-kind, are hot equipped for divers, 
becauA of their long wipgs and tails, but fly fo much 
the better. Thcfe probably feed alfo on little ftfhes, 
which ^hey fpy as they fly hovering on the furface of the 
waters, apd efpccially on the {hallow rocks ; and then 
Icize ^em with their long bill. They keep themfelves 
up on the water with their wings, th^t they may be 
able to dip their head the better ; fome indeed dive 
quite under water for a fhort fpacc, and others wrap- 
ping thpir wings round their prey, feizc it in the water 
and bear it away. But thefe live mofily on dead whales 
and feals, Therefore their beak is not 0(ily long iin4 
piarp, but alfo bent inward, and furnifhed before with 
a riAng, that they may the better cut into the flcfh and 
Inck off 9 |>iecct Yc( I i^vpf heard of any among all 

tt)e 
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the mulmude of fea-fowl, that followed the occupatioD 
of birds of prey, in perfecuting and devouring the in- 
ferior forts of fea- birds. ■ And their element prcfcrves 
them pret^ fecure from. tb&iQiuderous birds and^beafts 
of the land. 

Anderibn makes. Some pretty ohfervations on the 
manqer of their fecuring their eggs and young ones 
from thofe marauders, (p. 174.) Moft of them lay 
their eggs on the protuberances or in the clefts of the 
ficepeft rocks, where neither men nor bears nor foxes 
can reach them; and as they'breed in flocks there to- 
gether, Uiey know how to defend themfelvcs very 
valiantly againft the birds of 'phy, and to conduS their 
young brood into fafety, fometimes by creeping into 
the hollow rock-clefts, and fojnetimes by carrying 
ttiem on their backs dowri to the waters. But were- 
they all fo cautious and yi^ry, the Greenlahders would 
get qo eggs, for they are not fo fkilful as the Norwe- 
gians, who let themfelves down the fides of the ftcepeft" 
rocks by a rope. Mfiny birds think it fufiicient to 
make their nefts on the fmall iflands and rocks where 
the foxes cannot come. The Eider lays its eggs even 
on the bare ground, therefore we get the moft of them. 
In former times the natives could gather a boat full of 
Eider's eggs in a flioit time, on the iflands of Ball's 
riverj nay they have fcarcc known where to fet afoot to 
^void treading on them. But it look? as if they were 
continually diminidiing, and yet there is an aJlonffhing 
number of them ftill. Moft of the Jba-birds eggs are 
green, yet fome are yellow or grey with black or brown 
^ots, and all of them are much larger in proportion to 
the fize of the bird than land-bird's eggs. The fhell 
and efpecially the fkin is much tougher, the yolk rcd-r 
difti, efpecially the gulls quite red ; ^d the cggsof the 
laft have a larger white tnan common, and arc bigger 
than other birds eggs. We may fee a wife providence 
for the prefervation and vaft increafc of fea-fowl in this 
particular, that the eggs are fecured from the injury of 
the coidj tho' the bird is frequently off her neft. Moft 
of them lay but few and fome only two eggs ; yet, acV 
cording to tfte obferv^tion of the -Norwegians, they are 
hstfhed iil'a fliort tifticy often, in eight days. The 
reddcf 
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redder tbe yolk is, the fatteri^ but the more difagreeable 
ths eggf tafte; and they. will, alfq fooner grow rotfpn, 
fo that,t))cy:Caii feldoni.behoardedamoi)tl). 



c H A P; n. 

Of the Fishes. . . 

5 8. 

^ H E north is the proper readc 
of the moft, and moft {M-od 
£iid Ihelter under the ice from the p 
of whales that live upon them ; bi 
animal, the whale cannot go far wi 
breath ; fo that here is their retreat 
tp fatten. Therefore we find the i 
the fatten fifli in the northern parts, 
]^d, Norway and the Orkneys, ai 
w;e coipe the leaner they are. Th 
cjent, proof of this. But were they 
beqeatK the ice all the year round, 
con^e food for the gther ihoals of fiil 
tt»cy j^ield, t}ie tribute they owe to ma 
tp Ij^,lord over the fifhes of the 
wifdom arid care of the Creator has 
vernmcnt of the deep, that the leHc 
betringa, which is unqueftionably 
tfi^l ar,^ driven forth out of their ii 
uinMniei;able ihoals like fwarms of I 
t|Ot fl^gn with certainty the proper 
ub^bci^auf^ of their ovei:-grown nu. 
Jj|pp}„j9. tr^H^Jaiit foine clonics, o: 
4iprt, or from an inJltint^ tg bed thi 
climates, or only to fcek, the food 
1^^ advance, theji are chafed by 
a^ other ravenous fifh ; and aJl 
flowed and frighted by the feals an 
are neccilitated to betake thentfelves for !^tty to the 
llullow.'aA fand-banl;?^ bays and haven^ o£ the! coaft>, 
Bartly to fpawn, and partly to efcape.the whale> tHatj 
-;';J;. . "^^ 
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dafc not venture into iJ^Iqw places. But even by this. 

ttieyrun into tHeh^nds.ofthemhabitants of the country, ■ 
who ufe thefli,^Q£ foq^^ and, 'perhaps often for their only ' 
foodi and not, only f(4 but h'x. the fale of them are put' 
inaxapacitypfprocuringfor themfelvesthofeneceflaries, 
whi^^ the unfruitfulpeb of their own land denies themj ' 



quarter calks; ^ ^ 

. In. thij. {igbhtiOUTj ;^rL-|iglued intnds 
Iqft.fonjf) fp(q^^' gf.fifli, wtiufh'. are i 
ajlrpQiftpOg; tqwmWes ; and are^ pcrhaj 
i^iU greater,b}i(o^t»sr„fiilies i fliouldat'l; 
tirpate4:: fqf .f(xae-f(fA of ^ha]^s ifwall 
.. barrels- fulL;j-pj:,[)*Ji|eis Horrebow (in t 
hit ^«/i(r^^(^i^[jQF,g/' Iceland) fays, that 
in a.,whale,..)iMt.^A once Ib-anded in 
cod^ fix;, t^tjlii4jqed. living cods, befides 
and f^Mft^ ljfF4c*;iiBu^ even the meafure 

i^y iju's Kfift smw^\°^. <li<p'^y tht k 

v/iiiom *ndip,i^,<ff God for the prefe'rvi 
* Sfc in .fpvi''i^0^t^y°i-'O. dap. 6, p, 177. 
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the fifiies that are the moft raVenous multiply the leaft, 
ahd the innocent creatures that myftfiiVve for the food 
of others, increafe more abundantly, according to the 
degree of their ufefuinefs and confumption. Accord- ■ 
irtgly it is faid that ten thoufand Peafe or femlna have 
bfeeii found in the roW of a fingle herring. I have 
taken notice of the Greenland capclin, that they do 
not lay their fpawn in the fea, but "croud ovei one 
another fevcral fathom high uponthe' rodts, where 
they can lodge it tip the ftoncs or fea-gmfs in fecuritjr 
from their tnemitfs. There ie adheres faft, till by the 
moderate warmth of the fun, and the gentle wfuhing 
of the waves thc'filh is.hatched and bred.' Bycrouding 
thus into the bays, they come to oiir doors' as it were, " 
and oJFer themfelves for food to us; and atfuch times 
they ar6 To' unconcehied for'- their fafety, that though' 
'you take out many from amopgft them, the vacant 
ipace is filled up again in an inftant. And as the fifiies 
don't fpawn alj at i nmcj but keep to their proper month, 
fo that in fome "parts" thtre is fcarce a month in the year 
that fome "fpSdes doft't fpawn in, and confequently 
there is always an exuberance of fiifa eaiy to be caught ; - 
hence we hav? a palpable evidence of the benevolent 
concern of pur Maker for needy mejrj though> the- 
greater it is, the Id^ tt b ton^defed, acknowledged' 
and enjoyed with' thaiildHiInCf^. . ' 

. Therefore if any .one was inclined rightly to ihidji 
Ichthyology, or the fcience of fiftes.'be muft rdide 
fome years, or perhaps his whole life, 'on the Ihores of 
the north, ^thebeftoi grandeft'fchobl'fAi^ this kind of 
information. Here one may aauf tJte'l^tlowledge of 
them fundamentally, not only in ' regatd to their ex- 
ternal form, their fcales, fins, and the^fike^' biit may 
alfo difcover the fiature, properties, food, ^tgration^,' 
and inftini^ of every fpecies. This would bc-afpacioua- 
field for a curious inquifitive mind, and' he wouM often 
fall into a pleafing and profound moditatiqnj when he 
furyeys and traces, in thought, t|ie nature and aim «f' 
all the inhabitants of the vafl ocean; from the minut^ 
in{t6i, fcarcc perceptible to the eyt, to the inonlirou» 
Vb^ale, together with th^, f^fmiogly labulous great fea- 
nonfters, and the equally inconceivable Zdbphytes or ' 
half- , 
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half-anim^ fca produfiions. Thep, ths H!jJarui natU' 
ralii pifcium would be praflicalj and the cafual fup- 
pofitlons and conjeflurcs, which however adorn the 
natural hiftory of our days much better' than operote, 
often groimdlsfs, nay fometimcs ridiculous allegafions 
from the anti en ts, would be more {olid and Convincing. 
Yet after all, tlie moff fpeculative and penMratiiig 
human mind will jiever be able fti "pry fodeep into the 
"manifold wiTddmof God m hiscreaturesVas to be qua- 
lified to give the true and indubitable bottom with re- 
gard to them all, or cvsn. with regard to the mcuiefll 
of thcni, and fu?h,as are placed befwe. every one's j^e». 
Biit for that very reafgn, t>ecau(e wc ire w Imp«fe6li 
we are never fati^ted with f h« ftudy of liatufe^fior 
weary of rendering that praife to'tbe'Lord Of liatu^ 
which he expels from his creatures. 

But fuch a deCreable account of .'fifbes and other 
creatures, cannot be expe^ui of one ,wfio was only a 
..^earin a country, and could not yi&t, all the coafts- 
"where moft fifhes rcfort j and furthermore had neither 
time nor opportunity to make a ftricF Icrutitiy into , 
thofe few Icinds ^of iim that he iwr. ' Neither can' this 
be expected of moll of ithe tnifEonaries, for they have 
no time nor inciination for it;, left their principal af- 
fair fliould fuftain any detriment or interruption by the 
too great diverfity of objedls, and' the remiffion of due 
attention to the proper one. fiefides, there is not fuch 
a great variety of the finny fpecies tn Greenland, u 
there are in omer northern lands of the fame latitude. 
For as there are no large rivers here, at leaft they are 
hotifar difcovered, on account of the' ice lying in the 
bays and between the hills ; and as' the lakes are frozen 
to the very bottom, fo there are but two forts of frefh- 
water fifh known here, Salmon-trout and Salmon. Sat- 
mon-trout is plenty In the brooks, and they are pretty 
large and fat [ the Jalmon is more rare, and only in 
fome places, neither it it fo large and iat as in Norway 
and other Qountrtes; The Greenlanders catch thefe 
liffa with their hands under the Aones, or they pierce 
Chem with a pnmg. - At thefcafon when the (almon 
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S', the-Greenlande^s 
louth of the river J 
ie 'flood, and fwim 
oflsthe water falls 
,\The'Eiir6peaAs 
ie' pools, bdt th^ 
.'.Greenland^r with 
t its entanglement 



■ ' '*iritbetiTieThaf*he7iiHrtinN6iT*i^y«-nKl.tfiMeftil'ftiiik, rtiw 
^■6nt csnnatek ttm&cipLaiTiiv feed on den; ^UtdPt they tmeall the 
oclier Alb (toai thctn, x Mr. P^u^ls wr^Ju. his J'iiiialil^if^^lie» 
^if' the Umh i AeniLc .Silgmarfet c^not bt'caKaf ToiWhi. ItljtraecLey 
'h^reaftningVtntll^hcnthey iiedij, ftU tfie^nV Mnk ; miieh Mi'ia 
;ttiiey giTc out nnitn^ > lnd:uAc, Tbty&ein gn^j inch the imrA toiiw 
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in Siferch or April, arii the common gull Is. their be- 
trayer. They fpawn fn May and Jnncv and this is 
the Greenlanders harvdft'.'when Aey ladc-oftt 'WhoTc 
boats 'ftill in a fev/ Hours with' a hoop-flerefcMtl vtjth 
fiiieyts-, they dry tihem' on.the rotks in fhd dpen air, 
and4'hen'pacfc them up in g»-c»t leathern fi'clis arid edit- 
off" clothes, and Co lay tfilim by for Affih tft^ aS flieir ^aily 
'bread,: , • ■ ... <,..; ; ; : -•-.__ .■ 

Some few of the I'^rgc fort ofherrirt^are' taktrfln 
.the foutlj, which are 'prtibably ft)m6 ,wandefers that 
'ftaive ftfa^ed from the great flloal (h?t. MV^ '<Ji)t of the 
'Ittr-fea'by^Ic'el.and- towards 'Artierica. ■ ViPho^ver 'reads 
the agreeable, and I^irriid, ■'c^ftrvatibhs.fri''iflw/rt^;^s 

■ jccat/nt- il/ IceiandySri^ nit^^ 77th ntiiiil^er of -^cWeH- 
kljown (Genian) ■■*<ieWy'-jrtece'cal^etf-flte Pj^^fitt, 

"will fiM'[how"this'vi^dliciYbfls'hi:ft of Wirings 'flitides 

■ itfelf jh^to two'lar^e ftoais Iri th^ fou'theftt'p^s of the 

'to'thetigh't' towards Anlerica, arid 'the eaft'tfiVifion in 
"Tts^'eWl brariches fills th^ feveral cbafts-of-'-Wdfwdy, 

Jut^hd^Scotlarid;-"freland,'ynd efjjctiall^ /ShttiHhd. 

where they yield the Dutch buffes'arich'btiO*y.. 
■'1 Next TO arigmarfet,'^*e' Greenlandei^fe'aV'jriijft-(>f 

the Ulfc^, fc(>rp!us'rffaiinuSfV^atvrei:4Y'T<Mm[ V 
■iri'Nejvfouhdland Stolpihg; It fives yRhSjffeir round 

intiii liW'eaAd large feftys 'Hdaf tte laftd'jfet'ifi^p 
'witer. -It Is caught; tf^i^Iy-in *iht((r,Wriii)rW)- 

meh and children' with a' lihe of whale-bone'- or WMs 
* fcatht'rs thirty or fortyfathbm I6rig,'af Hie' ilida Wie 
'lorigifliftohe is faftcned to fint it ; ififfeafl of a-;iHit,. 
. jthey put on the hobk' a i^rhite' Bbfie, a glws-bead, or 
"ibit;of red doth; Thd fifti is toihmoflTy' afttof Ibiig 
-^hd ■fiJir'of bones. The 'flclp'is quite ffHooth,"4i\3 

■ %)tfcdVith yeiw*; gtefen,' redfehd'Ma'e^'^dts fikfe'a, 
.'■lizard.' ■ It has a vety large thitk rputid"Wadi .lahJ a 
''wide''rncnith, and'its'finsi'efpecfelly" on-lti''l&cl:, zee 
^^rbatt and prickly.- ^ftoijgh this fifii h*h k^ifilv Hiay 
:"hfoii,fef its flcfh, andthffooiJthat?s ffiSde ttf it^ tlafes 
'^ifefeamly agreeable; kfjfl is. v6ry wHbliifoiWi'.and ^e 

iiclf may eat jt. '.''", 

'"'^'^.Thcrc ie a preffy gtcH ^enfy, anrfvdtftitybf tod- 
' -fiK^ but moft of thcni-^ imall and lean.' The liiuJer 
" ' ■- may 
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may be in- Andcrfon's .suxmat of Iceland, p. 8i. 
how thefe and the Kabbelau, , a particular fort of cod, 

.which is caught alfo here, thougn not in great plenty, 
are ialted and dryed in the air in Iceland and Norwajr 
. in diflerent ways, (which diftlngtiifli them hj the naCies 
of roclc-iifli, hung-fifl), flat-fifli, .round-iiih ^d red 
fifh) } tliefe are all exported under the common name of 

Jieck-fifi). A long thin fifli like a herring is <found 
in the belly of the Kabbelau, which is probably the 
fame as the fanii-herring in Iceland. 

The Red-iiflt derives its naine from the red coloux of 
its fcales, and this, and the right falmon are the only 
fcaly iiihes known here. In other refpefls 'tis like a 
carp, only its fins are large and prickly. They are fat 
tmd fine tafted, but are felclom to be got. 

There are no mackrel nor born-fiih feen here. But 
in April and May the Nepifets or oat-fiih, or, fed- 
lump, draw near to the land to fpawnj (Cailed.llogen- 
kajl W the Danes, from their vaft row, they alfo caJl 
them Sea^cats) then the Oieenlanders cake the oppor- 
tunity to catch them in great quantities with proilgs 
as they do the falmon. There are none to be feen At 
cither dmes, but they browfe on the fea grafs in the deep. 

^his fifb if about a foot lone, and very broad and thick, 
is not clad ina proper fim Ikin, but a thick tough 

,.c^lous rind^ bei«t with fliarp knobs. The ficfh fhincs 
reodifb through die dark grey hide, and when it. is 
quite fat it has a greejiifh caft. It has five rows of 

. corneous protuberances oh its back, its belly and each 
iide. It has a broad head, and its two great eyes 

' make it look like a cat or an owl. On its breall juft 
under its head, it has a foft fleOiy Ipot as big as a half- 
crown, by means o/ which it can cling fo ftift to a 
ftone that it is with difficulty it can be dillevered. ltd 
flelli is white, but fo foft and fat, that a perfon is fiion 
feted with, it. Yet the ftbmach will bear it better if 
It is dryed in the air. The Greenlanders like it very 
much, ^3 they do all fi{h-fat. They eat the row 
boiled like a millet pulp, and the row is the greateft 
part of the lidi. 

The Stpne-biter is an uncommon fiib, almoft tw« 

feet long.' It is called by the Greotlanders Kigutilik, 

.5 i- e- 
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i. e. tbntatui, becaufe not only hi^ jaWs ut fiill 6( 
Meth like other iifli,' but his w^ble mouth abote and 
below; they are fliarp bdny teeth tK4t are mort like 
thofe of a dog thart a lidi, wift thcfe they mark what 
they feiic withdut any reprieve. Horrebow calls It 
htptti marhais or pike, others the lea-ferpent. It has & 
round ill-faroured head ; like the eel it runs flender dr 
-fharp behind, and is srey and ftippery. It lla> ft fitt 
iibove and beneath, miich reaches atmoft fhe whtrfe 
length of the bbdy. It lires oh mAfcl«,' fea-iircKitA 
^d fltrimps. Its' flefU rdcmblej- baton,' biit li feldbm 
feateft by -the Gfeenlanders', aAd tiKiii freih, 'Btft driitf 
'in the wind. 

There is anodfer kind 6f flirfe fiflies whicK thrt^ 
never eat ^ it n quite flerider ltkeaiie^> only it (til- 
iers from it by a ionf fin at iu tail. 

§"■-" , 
Thefe feas alfcf yield ^reat aiM little flounders, wittdk 

'however are fddom ^iJgKt. - But at certain fdafonk 
the Greenlanders catch' a greatmany Halibuts (in L&- 
tin kippBgUniit) wherein they make lift of if great 

^^)-hook, ^ftuied to a whalc-b6ne or feal-gut th6ng; 
from one htuidred to one himc&ed and fi^fathoni 
long. The largeft are a yard and half or .two yards 
long, about half fo broad,-; and , t iiilt fpah , thicks 
They weigh from one to two hundred pound and mwe^ 
They art fkid to be fo large in N6'n>ray, that one o^ 
them fahedi will fill upwanu of a quarter calk. They ■ 
have i finoMh fkin^ whiti beneaith and fpbtttd dark- 
brown above. Both their eyci aire oti the u|jper fide^ 

-larger than an ox's eyej and encircled with a iki% 

'■wAich the^ ctoi Aide over iheir eye lilM" Kb eye-lid ; their 
mouth is hot lai^e, it ts plahted with a doiAle row 
both above And iMieath of fltarp te^h l^nt tttward^ 

'In the thr6at diete are two irvida furnUhed witH points^ 
and the &me are fouhd in the mouths There id a little 

'fin clofe to the fi&'t head tlbcrth and under, and if is 

-lined with a fin on each' fide ffM head to tail. They 
live moftly on cfabs, and thcrefo?e ch'lelly refirfc In the 
iepth of thi 6ceah. One wouM'think that this pon- 
derous fi& maft ahMiys grovel at the bottom vf the fea^ 
Vow I. H and 
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and n^ufl be a heavy f^^riaimer, on. account of lii^s bropd 
£at form, and fcanty tips, as Anderfon oblierves ip ^|s 
acf aunt of Iceland. But the fiibcrs ^u^ed me, th^t 
af foon as it is pricked with the hook, it H^s op foonfr 
than ttiey can draw up the line, and when it fpies.lu 
enemyj it darts afide with fuch velocity t'ti^t the friftipp 
ofrthe line frets their i\3nds raw.. Ic^ ji^-coarfeJeaji 
flefli, yet it is whiter and. well tafted».-and is enriphfjd 
with a good deal ^f delicate, fat, ajQ<j efpecially under 
the fins, They cut r^ out of this f^f,, that is Jmoajf- 
dried an^ well-kno^n in, fhe northern co^ntriesJ and 
rtfaey ci^tfthe lean, intit \gpg Hips, whi5:h ^e dried in th? 
air and are eat raw, anif this they call reifl. Thft r^ft 
4thiu^_iad laid byfora.winter-d^fli;. ..But the Gteen- 
}and«:s.cu| U all. ifidf Imall flips, ^nd, dfy U in the 
fun. " .:.,- _; .- '...„"•!.. .": 

It is probable the halibuts are iSmong tKe rover* who 
purfue their fuftenance from line place to another. In 
^UBQ pjac^cs- there* arf none at all, as in .Fifher's-hayi 
At ^ob(ihope foine.are caught i^ Al»y!^ but the inoft tfi 
July and Auguft,- y«;^ei(er befwfen.lap^, biit in the 
^en f^;; Further j)ot^ ,by, 2|u^^top 'fhey ar^ not 
caught .till Augiift ar>d ' Sej^emb^ In this fall: pl^ 
ihercjis a)lb a fnuU,ei;,^t..^f l^iJi^i^t^; th^t are apljr 
ijaffas large.. ■:'.....'.-: 

. '■ ' r-^- ... § 12. . ^ - • ..... 

Now we come tff thf £Ihes (hat hav? po bipod. Sonn 
of thefe are houled ia l^ells either fpff; or hard) as the 
crab, the periwinkle i&c. pf they are qait;e foft and Qimy. 
Firftf roifnd pouch-crab^ are plenty here (pagurui) tliejr 
are of the Ihape of fpidjct^/ and have eigj^t long legs anp 
twopi^her-ciawSf,...Thcir eyes aje like-horn, :they ai;e 
fix«d, tranfparent, a^d proje^^ing far beyond the heatif 
InA^ad of teeth they ba^e two bro^ white bones, with 
which they cut their meat to pieces likeapairof fciflafi. 
They., )iave no tail. Their flelh has fomewhat o^ a 
jiutrid tafte, and it is thought they live nio^ly On deaj 
jeals and fowls. Thereareno comfppn river craw -fiJ}l 
nor lobilers in this country. , . , ' 

There are plentyW little fhrin^ i^ t^e fea-gralj, 
biy^whep they grow big, they retire from the borders of 
■ .'^ 1 the 
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theland-to'tbebottoo)*^ the fe^ jmd fumiA a rq>a{^ 
for the feal. ■ -■,:■, 

■ Here is alfo thp feA-uichin, ttHnM nwrinus, defended 
with (harp prickilBs, 2^1 over ; alfo th^:,(laf-fUh, fotpc 
with iive and fom: with fix fpikOi ; Both c^ them have 
iheir mouths under^ and fhr anus .above The llar-tiiii 
is iiirni&ed beneAtb'Wixh innumerable. Tuch little horiu 
for fedihg as the £iailEi>h3ve. But the defcription of 
tfaefe two tvondvr&f- creatures would h^ too extenfive 
for tbifi place. It ina)^be feen in Pon [oppidan's ^atur 
ral H^ary of 'Nonay, vol. it. chap. 7. 
. ..ThK^aces bet\yeetl.the7rocIcs, where there is -agqcd 
dcol-^iths (ea^weedti'hang- full of: blue mufcles, that 
fare prMty large and gOffd^a Mt, Tk^ 1ui4 pwrl^in 
them fometimes as big as a grain of pii)let. , ■ , ..( 
.I'^ere! aire no'[4rotief 'w!iflers,her4^.ot)J^ ^wo fpciqq of 
<^ert.ini^fdk9'tbat4l^jiQt ejteabl^.ijjQpe of the^;)iaj 
(leci»fuftowS'Iengtb»yra^fAn4 ism'^fW^ds the-qthe^ 
faifeafadtKana-BMirMtid, yet fo tH?t Afipes may he fcc|i 
nwianBJBreadiE-waj'J. : .Here ar*. ,alfo,.Jbme ftriMjrf 
fikcS-Mi Jikc fcolfisps or cotitle^, (ptflinei) who(c fi^ 
na white and pl»dnt :tafied ; hexe is ,^ib a |oi^ OV^ 
mhfcIcSthefiztttffafduwlt'-egg; alfojj&rt.'tf wibite flt^^ 
£0^- 'JhbpQd likc^ihnif^bean ;:a^ift}):(bell-'$fh flia^l 
liite allfingcr, cidiciiiehclicdcn-lhen ^affyltj) ; a\((f\m'. 
getsj (patellir) 'sdoA hwe but one ino marblsd .Qk^} 
thxt flicfis to theiMCk.;. ' This might be ffctco^e^ Q) th!> 
ciaJiJ of fniils bcciiifc' of its fenutlve bort>!>> - Fifi^Hy 
thcBcis :i: nry-.Httle Aidl-iifli ofithjs ' clafs nfl bigger 
than a cofFee-fierry, of a blue colouf,, and-^fl/iated CK 
ribbed length-ways and breadth-ways. One finds fome- 
times on the rocks fmall pieces of a large IheJl-fifti, 
wMch is' like the [iearl-fifli, accordi«g"iJo the dsftrlp- 
ttonnof-the GrecAlluiders.; , but.'I Hejuer got ojQS. of 
tiienv" '■ , '■'■ ■ '.' , ., , ■ .1 ; ■■;■■: ■, . . , ... 
, JHore are n«ihrtndesaif periwinkles ofjjll colpursj^Mt 
they are very Ipiall, no iiggtr thin; ^. ^, tliey cling 
touie'rocldi in theioa:; and havea iCover which t)iey 
^diaw <Jc{ofe when thdyl'fatl in the watqr, or-when one 
takes them up. i-Tlnus JSLfomctimea,. .though feldom, a 
very fmall long wrinkle feen, called in Latin turbo, 
whidi is a rpecie»of fpiml 'ihellsi ' <Gat there at'e ' the 
■ - H 2 moft 
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nwft of d»ebarnfteIetmJ,/idiaHai»itfr(HwJ, Wherever 
thefe cement themfelves, they adhere fo fail either t* 
the rocky ki-wetd, mufeles, ■ crabbi, or even the 
whale, that they cannot be Tt^rawd without being 
broke t9 pieces. This fusil is white, Jhining and xib- 
'bed, or ftriped tength-ways. It is cMnmonly the fize <^ 
s wallnut, arid' 0^11 above i but it has two itaoveable 
covers^ throflgh flife trevfcss-of which it imbibefi the 
'•fi^vrawT, which is itafole nffluinimeiit. When it'liei 
otit ef the water in the fun, itputs- forth tw3 horai 
plumed with nufnberlefs little feaebvrs. Thcy;fctt]eui 
great numbers-on the' keel of a' ftiip t- hence Coaxe^f'ihut 
never faw thenft in their own country,- uro tif.o{i[nion« 
thaMhe,wood;Vwins that cat through the ftup.-^ccad 
froni thefe Aiells. ■ j • ■^'- :'■'■' ■ ■ ..-,. :.; :j 

- I-fb'tind on va'tASr hluesaufelt^ be^idec. the bainairle, 
a iiOBiber of frtllitler wriAkle9.-6rtfae'ditne <haf<e.ai.dtina 
imani/tei their flifie-f'i<^m'&mutlw^fted'to:a lentil ;i/)w^ieJi 
I examined further wkh a magnifyin^r glafsyji >foilnd 
biit w*a* appeared to man's -fliort-Tight Eks'ifiJcky 
fcuif 'disJigtirfng t)ie nuifde, was, iWnumeiiiblei-Stt^ 
ItiaS^i nay they -had featai 'ttiemfeive&: cvb^/ot 
pi6k rittte ^nako-ftones or ferpenS-Ifadlsl Tlie':ri£) 
and growth'of thefe^OieU-fifli 'i^inconceivablev (tit thitjt 
attach thfflnfeltes- fo finttly t6 tbtrfttinesi efpecially the 
barriaefe^, thatwe Biay lift a gweitftdiJe.bjr theia,^The]r 
fay that in ^ringand ^utHnrn'th^^foniethnesfieiti out* 
tain matter floUing in the waoer-':U)cc farid, n^iich'.^l 
hft fgttles on the rocks, and they imagine tfaigite bs 
lbcli)awnofthe flieil-fifti'*. ^'■' ,\.. ■ . . .: j:j:^j 

;■■■- ■ ■'■■■'■"■ i^i- '■; ■■':':'^:: 

There are btfldeE many forts ofleflcr inTcfts dfith* 
crab 'and ihrimp-kind> which - are like- wormsj or mag-> 
gots. I faw one that was fliaped like a-caterpitlcr/rand 
nutkto the rocle. lecuts a Hue figure mth its eight 
joiiited marbled fhrimp-lhells. ..!''• 

■ The fea^bugg hathfeven yeUow marbled ibeljs, to 
t^h'of which a. foot is fixed. Tbe'tul is con:^fed.of 
Jix letlcr (hells and two little chnni to hold/aft with. 
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]tt h!as a Jiead lifce a beetle. This little creature, On()K 
the length and breadth of the joint of a finger, tortutei 
tht filbes, nay even the whale, to'fuch a degree, that 
they leap aboVc diew^tcr as ifthey wertmad. 

X few none of the v^ale-bufe, but it is a triangular 
infed, has fix flieHs and feet of the form of a ficlcley 
and by thofe, and the four horns brandling' out from 
its pjouth, it cuts its way into theftin of the whale, 
and efpecially under the fins and on its lips, and worksf 
out fuch pieces that the Ikin looks as if it was pedced by 
birds.' 

It is probable that many other kihds of uncomtnon 
infers may hare their abode in the dfSep, as for inftarice, 
once fijyme peorie drew up one with a fiflt-hook like a 
finglet of ftraw or a caterpillar when rolled up, with 
nqmberlefs feet, and another time ' one fhaped like an 
ox's heart. 

I faw no quite naked, flaMjy, flimy fea-infefls, only 
once the/epia, cuttle or ink-fifti j and that was fuch an 
ugly creature that I threw it away again direQly. It 
was about a fpan long and two fingers thick. Its body 
looked like an open purfe, which itcan, very likely, 
draw dofe and hide its head in. This fame head is the 
mo(t wonderful part of the whole fiihj for befides the 
peculiarity of its two great eyes, it has a mouth like 
the beak of a bird, dofe to which there are eight long 
crooked horns fixed,' the two middlemoft are as long at 
leaft as a finger, and the others half fo long, and all 
provided with little teeth or globulets. Thefe horns, as 
well as the body, are only a vifcid or limy thing, of an 
afli grey colour, andhalftranfparent. The coal-black 
liquor, like ink, (from which it has its name) fiiines 
through itsbellyj this liquor is the means of its efcape 
when it is purfued by the rapacious fifties that are pecu- 
liarly eager after it ; for when it emits this liquid, it 
diffilfcs fuch a darknefs through the water, that the 
perfecotors are confounded, and drop the purfuit. 
Thi; juice burns like iire on a man's hand. It is pro- 
bable that this filh can metamorphofe itfelf into feveral 
Aiapes by virtue of its vifeous nature) and in the fpring 
-J myfelf obferved that a parcel of fuch little creaturesj 
yrhieh'thc {(treat of the tide had left upon a muddy 
H 3 ftraii 
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flruid} and which I took to be the y«<uig brood of the 
cuttle, were fometiiijes round and fometimes long, ^nd 
as fpon as they came into the water they ftretched onf 
their horns, and I could fee them move their long tail^ 
yefy faft, and alfo the fins refembliog feet on eadi fide 
of their head, which they drew in again as foon, ^s 
' they cjune on dry, land. 

, We often fee a white Qime fwi mining on the fea^ 
which is fqmetimes round, fometimes long, find fome- 
times of a ferpen tine form. This js called the wbalts 
food, and It is believed that the whale, that is properly 
called the Greenland whale, lives folely upon this, 
and fome very.fm^ll worms, that look like flies and 
ihails, but only t^ey arc foft. Xhe manate, fea-Iungs, 
or fca-aettie (lb called becaufe it is venomous and burns 
like, fire) is of the fame kind, only larger, like a fmall 
plate. But I faw none of it here.' Thcfe vifcous fub- 
llances are living creatures too, t 
ment from the fea, and transforn: 
riety of fhapes. Oneof this kind I 
elx>fely, ' was in the water the fa 
\ing, of a white colour and tranf 
it liquiiied like a foft jelly, and 

bright red rays darting from the l. ^ ,.__ , 

when it was lifted up, it had the figure of a round hollow 
cap, whofe oflangular feams were bound with red. 

They are commonly reckoned among the zeaphytes, 
tr bodies intermediate between the animal and vegetable 
nature, or that grow like a plant, and alfo imbibe nu- 
triment like ^n animal ; only the ^ophytei do not fwim^ 
but ft.-i themftiveson a flone or the fea-wced. I faw 
an uncommon .tender body formed like a myrtle or fir, 
with matiy branches interwoven among each other ; and- 
I found another among a parcel of barnqcles Ihaped 
}ike a pine-aj^le,. as long as my i^^'U and one gQswin^ 
out of another like-Indian figs ; both thefe forts were 
iu white as fnow. They would betaken for a mere 
plant, if the bowels of an animal did not appear when - 
they are crufhed. 

- in,ilVormy v^'eatherthe fea thi^owf out a kind of ncft, 

the I bignefs t>f h» apple, adhering to the fca-weed. It 

is tompofcd of ;t multjtuJe of light-yeUow^ baJfi^ranf- 

parent 
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parent mfefls, which look like a firing of pearls ■wrap- 
ped together, ' "or like the graim. of Indian corn a- 
ih^ize. ■ , '" ■ 

' l^us thet'e is a gradation in all nature's pr^duifUons. 
There are he'rhs that feem to have life, as the. lenGtive 
plant, and there afe living creatures that feeta to be as 
inanimate as the plants, of which the xoaphyUiMC an 
lAftance. The creation advances gradually, ene crea- 
ture.always ihbre perfeil than' another, till at laftthejr ^ 
are hot much inferior toman. Pnrfeffor Snlur, in 
Dcriin, has many curiou« thottghta on this matter in a 
piece of his, the title of which I have forgot. This 
gr^ation Is plainly to be traced among the .creatures 
of the 1^, from the zoophytes and mufcles that have 
no voluntary motion, to fueh as rcfemble in all refpe^s 
i }ai]d-beafi more than a fifii. 

. ■. ■ § ■+■ 

ThercaretWo forts of creatures in the fea that are 
iilcc fifli internaHy and externally, but in one thing they 
have the property of land-animals, viz, they have n* 
row, but bfing- forth their living y&ting ones. 
'. The firft is the Shark (eanii marinus, canit carcha- 
rias). . This filh may with propriety be called the 
Sea-dog, bccaUfe it is fuch a devourer. There are va- 
rious forts, Us of iogs. Sotat arc only a couple of feet 
long, ■othersB oi-io ftlthbm, and from ten hundred to 
a tun weight. . Some people- think that this was the 
fUh that f^allowed the prophst fanai, and his wide 
throat might" render him fitter for it than the whale ; 
and they report ttiftt in the Mediterranean- fea a man 
tlarneffed was oncc'found in fuch a fifli. But I did not 
find th« Greenlami fliarks fo'wide-moudjed,' at Icaft 
not that which I faw them ftfHce with a harpoon near 
■the fliorc at the herring fifliery. This I Will de- 
fCribe. . ■' ■' 

It was betWten fwo and three fathom' lorig. Itihad two 
Bns on the back, and fix uAder its btflly^' Thetanl was 
forked, and one 'end of it lofiger than the other. It was 
of a grey colour, but appeared as white asAlv^iih the 
water; - The (kin -is very roughj-as i^lt.vnii: covered 
with coarfe prickly grains of fand ; and it is ufcd for. 
H 4 rafping 
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f afping and pcJiibing wood. On the head, which is 
two feet long and pointed before, though not very 
iharp, the iirft thing one obferves is two great noArils. 
underneath. Its moiit)} is ft foot brpad^ it is not fifu- 
ated in the focut or trunk before^ as that of other Mhefi 
is, but a full fpan from its extremity underneath ; it 
reaches acrofs the head and is a little curved. This 
hinders cr frufhates the greedy jaws of this SiSh from 
' many a morfeJ, for while he Is turning upon his back, 
in which poGtion !he. feizes his prey, the Jifh gains 
time to efcape. In the upper jaw there are ranged from 
four to fix rows of little round Jharp ^th, like the 
teeth of a pike, and In the gums more are fojip^ bud- 
(ling. In the nether jaw are 2 ranks of 52 large &ai(p 
teeth bending a little inwards, half towards the left anJ 
half towards the right, fo'that they are like a double- 
tooth'd faw i ' ^hey ' fhay be takep afunder, and the 
Grcenlanders, fornierly, made them ferveinft^ of iron 
fiws. * The Shark's eye is larger th^ an ox's, and the 
ears are behind it, but have no flaps. This lifh has no| 
the leaft bone j the chine and t)ie f^uU are nothing but 
a foft griftlc, which one may bryil^ with his nails } 
neither has it any joints, but large cavrties filled with 
liquid fat. It has two. kinds of flefli, one is of the filb 
kind, but fo foft that it may be dilTolved by rubbing in 
the hand like foap, and worked to a froth ; the other 
is of the beaft-rkind, 'wl)i(;h is red, and runs in fmall ' 
Altcts along the ftdes. Bpt thf bacon (if I may call it 
fo) under the ftin is v?ry tough aijd a finger thick. In 
Norway and Iceland the ilcfli is cut in long flices, 
itid dried in the air and fg eaten. But the Green-r 
landers don.*t efleem it piuch, ^d never eat it till it i| 
withered and half r of ten, or 'as they call it, ^iiJfiai. 
The Greenlanders diQ>atche4 the diflfedtion of this crea- 
ture fo haHily, that I coijjd piake no rjght obfcrvation 
of any part of the entrails but the liver ; this runs the 
whole length of the belly, like two long flakes of a 
fpan-broad, and it is almod al) train oil ; and they fay 
tiiere is enough to fill two barrels or tj^ereahoQt, ac- 
cording; td the fize of the fi(h. It generally brings fortlj 
four yvung. at » time. Vr'hen it js hifwlfd upon tne 
' . ■ - ' dec^ 
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deck of a fhip, it beau fo violently with its tail, that 
it is attended with danger, and they difpatch it' as fooqi 
xi poflible. The pieces that are cut off fliew feme 
Cg^s of life for fome hours after, nay' if they are 
ftruck or trod.tqion three days after, one can oh&rve a 
notion. The angling-line muft be an iron-chain, or 
clfe it would bite it through. Tht jBreeolanders flrike 
it with a hajppon. It likes to ^cn o^ ^ j}ead whale 
and fuck out the fat, at which times the whale-fifhers 
pierce it through with a crooked knife fafteiicd to the 
end of a pole, and then take out the liver. This fifhis 
very gre^y of human flefh, and follows the fhips in 
hopes of lighting on a dead corple. It is alio faid, that 
it has frequently fevered ^t a bite, an arm or leg of a 
failor that has been IwimmiRg. 

There is another fort of mb that has the hme pro^ 
p«rty of a beaff, which the Greenlanders call taiialikkt- 
fak^ but is caught only in the fouth, and 'tis very likely 
the well knovrti ray' (rata). This fiih is of the fainS 
fhape as the halibut, a yard and quarter long, and a 
^d broad ; but it has alfo a (lender tail a yard long^ 
under which it has two fmallfins, and thefe are alt the 
proper fins it has on its whole body. The back is 
^ry, planted with many {harp prickles, 
iriiite and fmooth. The mouth is in the 
as the fhark's, a fpan underneath, runninj 
<^ are exadly over the mouth, wliid 
round, and, which is peculiar, can turn t 
16 fliat it then fees through the opening 
all that paites at the bottom underneath. It has 
no bones neither. The vertcbres of the back, which 
are a foot broad, are a cartilage or grtfile, and on both 
fides of it aire obrtilagtnous fins, a foot and half Ion?, 
fiftened with many joints, and grown over with fleu. 
With thefe it flaps itp and down ih fwimming, like i 
bird witfi its wings. The flefli is well tafted^ It bringa 
forth living young like the fhark. 

Beftdes thefe, there is a fort of fiflies caught in the 

fouth that arc roofed with a thick fhell like the tortoife, 

and furniibcd with claws and a tail. There is another 

; ■ kind 
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^ind of fi/h tHat has a large head and eyes like an bwlj 
(he Greenlanders call tktm tngminnifity becaufe they 
^rowl when they dive dowp. 



C H A P. III. :- 

■ pi- OTHER SJVGtrLAR SEA-Ap(lMAis. 

'CT'T'E now tome to Agfecreatuif^s iathefai, whtdf 
yV inanifclUy: dlSer from other fifbet, thon^ ra- 
ther iii the internal compolidon of the^r p^ts, than in 
the Jize uid »(temal form ; fpr the feal is t^fs than the 
fhark, and the ijrhalc u lisped like another A(h ; bitt 
they have warm blood, . canaot continue Jong under wa- 
ter, becai - ■ • • - - j„^ breathi 
and they : e$, ajid nou« 
riJh them :& and fins al- 
io are not their iins are 
formed of covered widi 
nerves, fl The tail lies 
not perp^ s, but hori- 
aontally on the water. The flelh is red -and full t^- 
blood, 'tis covered with a layer of fat frwn a couple 
of inches to two foot thick, and this agun is covered 
with a tough thick Ikin,. on<a hairy hide. All this con* 
tributes to facilitate thpir fwipiining, and to maintain 
^e vital warmth which they need fo mach in this frir 
gid ocean ^ f<^ 'tis probablje .they very leldom ftiay from 
this into other feas, and if they do, 'tis i^ the puriuic 
ef ftfh pr in a %>nn. Moft of thefecrp^tareKarethftpt-' 
cd like a fiih, for inftance^ all of the whajcrgenvs, 
great and fmall, but fome,' as the feal^, are fur;iiihc4' 
with feet and hair, and^ay be veckon^d anting thp. 
amphibious creatures. . '■' ' [ .. ■ 

§ i6. 

The forts or fpecies of Whales are fo manj, and. are. 

fo widely difpcrfed in the vaft ocean all over the world, 

that. 
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riiat asfvasl Jyiow,they could never be allrangcdand 
(JclcJr^bed '.iiccordirig'to their proper claftes. There are, 
fgnii: ,thV reckon ?4 difFcront forts only- in the north 
ieas. Their numwer is fo great there, thatj according, 
to the t^i'mony of Fontoppidai), * <he- feq on the 
coaft of NorwJ^, from Stayanger to D^ODtheim, that Is 
iSoIe^ues, looks li^Cj a igreat city wi& its chimneys 
ioioaki^, as we may imagine of the fleams, afcend-. 
mg alon from the t thoufand whales 

wnich hunt the fit id. Some have 

their mouths fence u-s with teeth ; 

fome, have fins up iers have none; 

lome have theii hea ii a tufk or horh^ 

and fome have othe long fnout with 

noftrih,' ,kc. but it en. 1 (hall fol- 

low the curious an n in my divifton 

and defcription of tbem.. 

Amone tbofe that have a fmooth back and whifkcrs. 
aboui their mouths, nay among all fpecies of whales, 
die chief is : 

I. That which is properly called the Greenland 
■\VhaIe, by the Englifh failors the black-whale, for 
whofe fake- fo many Ihips are fitted out. This I will 
.defcribe from Marten's voyage to Spit/berg, and %org- 
drager's Greenhnd fiptetj, t In our age we find this 
fifh only from 50 to 80 feet long, though formerly 
they were above lOO nay 200 feet in length, when they 
were not caught in fuch multitudes, but had time ta 
grow to the full ; not to mention thofe .that Pliny re- 
ports to have been g6o feet long. The head is a third 
part of the length of. the body ; it has no fins upon the 
back, and thp two only fins it has, which are fituated 
in the ^ether part of the head on each fide, are only 
from 5 to 8, foot long ; yet with thefe it can row along 
very faft. The tail is 3 or 4 fathom broad, and at both 
ends it turna upwards with a curve ; it can ftrike fo vi> 
olcntly with it, that it. dafhes the ftrongeft boat in pie- 

" Part. It.'CSjip. 5. p.2i6. 
' t Here! rmift obfsrve, 'flax. ihou|h I fiwrnuy whiles. m the Tei, y« 
I. hu9 fia 0))tioniiBity to ctinuaB Bear at hand any but tbal fpecici of 
whatn, ciUEd the white-Hlli, >nd dicpoipusj ind tberefDre IcuionljTei 
l.iCeiii blief wiul athcn have H'en. 

cei. 
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ces. Yet it never begins an attack, becaufe 'tis timid 
and flies at the leaft afarm. The ftin is fmooth> com- 
monly black like velvet above and white beneath, 
though in fomc places, and efpeciallv on the fins and 
tail, tis marbled with all forts of colours. Upon his 
head is a biinch, in which an two nofh-ils or apertures ; 
through thefc he breaths, and alfo fpouts out the water 
■with a loud noife, and efpecially when he is wdunded, 
fo that it refemblea a boillerous wind which can be 
heard above a league. His eye^ are fituatcd' between 
his noftrils and fins, they are not larger than an ox's, 
and are provided with eyelids. He has no flaps to his 
ears, but on removing the outcrmoft fcalp on the head, 
there appear two iStlc. apertures behind the eyes, 
tht;ougb which the failon cxtraSt a bone that is faid to 
help man'^ hearing, and they call it the M^iale's trum- 
pet. He has no teeth in his mouth, but inftead of it 
Be has "in his upper Jaw, which is fix yards' long, die 
harden, blades, or whifkers, as people call them, 
pf whidi they make the Whale-bone, There are com- 
monly 350 pieces on each fide, but pf thefc 700 only 
500 are taken, which have the due meafure. Some 
mhes that are full grown are faid to have a thouland 
or upwards of great and fmall barders. They hang 
tike the pipes of an organ, theleaft before and behind^ 
and the longcft in the middle ; thefc iaft arc full two 
fathom long. Thcr fink intp the under-jawj which 
IS a little hollow, like as into a Ihcath. They are fliaped 
like a fcythe ; whcrf they are contiguous with the gums 
they are a foot bfoad, but run fliarper towards the end, 
and the middle is thinner than the outfide. They are 
furrounded with lopg hair like horfc hair, that they 
may not hurt the tongue, and that the food which the 
fifli fiips in with a good deal of water, may rtpt waih 
out again. The tongue is compofcd of nothing but a 
foft fungous fat like bacon, which will fill from 5 to 7 
large barrels. Commonly they bring forth only one 
young one at a time, yet fometimes two. When they 
arc purfued, they wrap them up ifi their fins dole to 
their bpdy. They have prc^erly two ficins, the inner 
an inch thick, the outer as 'thin as parchment. Un- 
der 
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.der thtielies die SatStom ^to-iz iaHbtt Mckf . snd 
about . t|ke uAder-^lip 'cia x foot diidc They can fill 
- han lootd zoo burdi'With it, (ameity-.'^aot aceofd> 
ing tothe£sc of thafilb. The fiefli is coarie, and is 
faMtdiafte like beef.' iTlie GreeiUaiide(»Uke toeat it, ' 
. tipecially aboat the tail, which ia not fo bard, but is 
mixed with many fnCwi, of which diey rikake tbelr 
-thread. -£wn die Icelanden like to eat it, when if h» 
beeh'foakefl in their Atrty or ibiirwhey;"JIoirebow fays, 
that' ^1 only .the J^Ai :of the whales .that hxwc 
teed],. and confsquently- eat fi&, that is^tOorankaiHl 
fifhy^to eat.' The. bones are hard, and on the infidc 
iiili f)f?holes like a Ikmycoixd), !whicfa'are' filled widi 
tnuo.''> ■ ..;:.-:_-, 

One would think that this enormous beafl wnuld rft* 
quire a great many large fiflies for his food j but hit 
fwallow is fcarce four inches broad, and therefore his 
diet,'1^4he (o called «4iale''s food, ilthich I defcribed 
before } the fiJh'fupsk'Up by a ftrong fo^on'i agood 
^eal of water flow)) jn>^h it, but that ia- ftparatcd hy 
the whlfkcrs, or blown out again at <hIS-noilTi!5. As 
^faral we know, 'ttusiis all that feeds and. fattens him. 
This :wfaale's'food isiiD|ind'ih the gieit^^tantity be- 
tween Spitzbergy Nora, ^^rnbla, John A^'s Ifland* 
and Qm:nland,'and,'iR-thofe places it floats in fuck 
abundance, thattbecreeks.are.crouded wkh it as ditch- 
wattrai'wiih infe^. -.Therefore this Hfli rarely emi* 
gvaces bar-leotn thefe partt^} but hete they are in fu^ 
numben, that there ikavieu^ftea been feen 300 or 350 
Aipsjof dificrcnt iwtions^ eicfa fbip widi.&om 5 to 7 
long'boatt, In the i^oihpalsiof. two d^recs. from the 
77th to the 79th. Thefe fliips fomctimes catch &od} 
iisoo coi stoob fifli'in two jnonths. ume, without reckon- 
ing the'wokindedoQesthatget away. TlierHUndi-Mriialf^ 
-as Zai:gdi«^erea]l3 0iie.^Di^wasvcry vtaalejn:thebegiBV 
mihg,' but, fucfa a Tzft.Jiumbcr of fliips, which with 
theic baats.'loajc Iike.x.graatifleet, made :tfae(n at lafl fa 
fliy, th^ti they fiiftHed from^ die creeks.into: the open 
lea, dun ::eaok. xefugC' among the floatingiice, and 
wheaLthahiperfrcutera- fimld meftns 'to^ fitllow them 
there too, thev retired fiiU further, perhaps. nwrer the 
-pble,.^d are loft. 



Digitized t, Google 



' 2. , Thfeiwddtricaicr dariuts fli^.-asuae &Dtn.|^ tnoft 
. bortfaern-ptDmoukDrf ta^lNffrwiy^ NerdwcK^, .where 
^tf^ttwtiix&ogp^ttAiiuimilait. ■' It Js like J:be, pro- 
4>err.vbeJe in alltite^ia^^' oY&f\ iCisinotitguilE. fucha 
jhuge ceeaiui-Cj^'has'iiDslter JiUders; .ahd k&udXvorrc 
bUiiiber^ ahd-'dweforc thv^ .laa'tmildi iawA it. It 
-JivBs.inoiA]y sdv hE3iangs,;\vl>'cIi^it drives l!ogct&er inia 
Amp with-afwnqxtf ititail,. ahdihefigo^s tbicm -by 
.Wrrels'fultoifovii LCs' monfirau^ jaws. 'iTiii»£ib, as 
iW^ as other imkntfteri of < hB.kSndil.follonrs the jQioaJs 
Jof leflkrfHhes that Ire his prey-jifautjie fddaaxTenturas 
JbitcrfdntJKhan. Iceland,' iNorw3^,:aild ^wtlajid, 'fdr 
£9^/of being Jliai!u]ed9QrtheA^l6ws:;Jbin4iatha: fpct. 
cies of whales being lighter, truft themfelves in.mme 
-finitbcm.- least ! :■- ■ . ,'.['; .1 :■' <yii on*) 

• To tbe)fatddd/cU& of aWiaiisr tfufe belat^xhBt,l»^ 
tthcwhiitaelnbi ^aders, ahtJ^atTtbei'anie.tiiiM % fin itqi- 
fUL i)i£irj:l:{K:kj nhtcfa tlh^ foregoing -inure not. / Airfoi^ 
ihefcthcildiief ik : i' ■'.>.. i. ■_:■ . i;.i ' '.::■ ■■-'.■ 

. .. 3. The. 'iih^fiffa^ whafc i : dyHaguIfliatg -^ fm flan^ 
-q.ulte eroA^g ttr4 foot high updn^his -b'ack^^towards His 
fail. 'Tt« Mind^ ^nd Jimgerv'ibut flemleKr.diitO'the 
l^dper \«diaUi 'I'Tis hlfoloiioreiBg^ oi Jiimblt^ QKas 
iicice^ and faxmovt ^ao^xonijbecaak.of: tbeuJBounce 
ctf'histjdl: :!^haiefoEerfbe~£fierafdon't cOre-Jtainicddie 
fii^li him^.elpad^j'.-ias.-hit b^dn^ are Ihorc . 2aA kaot- 
C;, and ja^l3kDbbo:.Jittb.uul.>bad. . Yet the <^e«iiilan^ 
^rs v&Ioe Jiim-^ verj" iniidb> ^t^tbc fake oE Ibe; vaft 
qtianticy. of lif»<ileth, vHiidtqdief tbinlcttaflss^verys- 
gixeable;, ■ -j-.h \' v ■:'.' ■.■.:■; - . 

- 4i The^/ii^ft/r-iBfia/^ -whicbdie ^SpanifirwhaJe-Efii- 
jcrsjcsdlimdlcfiropeFly juJwras^.or^i^lW^iinin a pro- 
■tajljeraDdsy .g3M»f0, which gtoWaitomjds tbs^tail, bfr; 
£daE thsifiiK .This hJh is iong&iuui li&arper- bebind. 
ohd tieforq^than the poopBrndislc,: aiid.ttKitdialBi'bona- 
tarderaand^iiliiidiBcis vei^- l)ad^ It ha* long, jugged 
aninl^si 1^ :fan'ows anderats bc%, tlMC .ok. viUte 
isTide..'. Tji£y. fay .these ftiddgmit quan^tio-.nf har<- 
tiactesenitfaisi.wtial^ . :".* "- . .; , : 

■ ., S.,Tli!i 
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5. Tt*tt+«wb» or jHHtfp|ba^r¥'halc, iv ^« N^wv- 
%ng}9pi filler; «all hi»n» hu- * protuZ)«rKfKfriafl bit 
fcaclc like (idfptfffed con?, abowt.M WgM flPft's imd* 
inft^ of 9 §«f THi4 .ftppm4ch«3 joeitt Mr. gp^ir 

Wfs W the fia-fi(h. . -. , . 

'W&ni of. SoF* ' U makM r pntti^ ii«w subrmep to- ^t 
ft>rm snd feujefc «f the proiiec wbi^e, tifHf ia .WlwJft- 
bpne-hviWs afflwhite antS of iitiJs vali«-j l,,-;: . 

-i£ui4sm Anwictf ^vjaich ws criled «uH 'by tbti En- 
riift(. TlwyifcWfr fo(n«Wng. :£tJw gte»t boiUs 9ii tijcir 
|wfl4. !;Thny.-.fe]f-they set .Itiugfic than thciGnieirfiuwI 
veh^t:,- bwi.itoii. .fo thick, : iui4^ ntfi up narrow iWwu^ 
th? (ail likfitlwroof of alwufil. Thsy bjure .Ihrtiittl* 
blubb»« «B<l<t&«t but indiScrenb ' ^^.: .;. 
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Davk'i Su^t»ln greater pknty (han'an^ ii4iere f yet 
for (bmc time they Carried on the cheats They are fl» 
cmnmon in the north of Greenland, that die it^ves 
forwant^f^ood make rafters Ibr their boufcsdfthfem; 
yet how unknown and valuable they were,' evCn ^ 
wardsthe ctofe of the laft century, maybe feenwith 
ievcrdl pocticulaf icmarks, -from La P^eri Relatun Ju 
Cramiandi « Manfitur dt la Mtbe U Vayer, Chap. 1. 
Some have been caught with two hwns of an equal 
Jeneth,^ biu ihefe muftbc v«ry rare. This fifli has two 
noftrils in thebc^e, but they run both into one aper- 
ture in the external (kin. It has good blubber, fwime 
with- glcat velocity though it has but two fmall fin;, 
ai}d can only be ftruck when there tsa great nombet 
togfltticv, and they hinderooe another with their horns. 
The Tailors look upon ^is to be the harblrigsr or forc-i 
runner of the right whalti 

8. The faw-mb,/ir^V,~af theenil of hisnofebasa 
thin ftat horn a couple of feet lonj;, and three or four 
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■ Tf(e^(tficlaft of whales ixt t 
biit 6iil)tiJi'their'iindetjiw'- ' To i 

"■gV, The t;irtielot, catojion, or 1 
' froitt *ho(5 of! tl)e /ph-rna ctti is p 
HSjjioFC'thin one fpeciestif' this ; f 
•tfiers of a dark green jfome faav 
.'Cf oblie^^l^ i they are alfo different in ma^tu'de, 
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Cbap^ 3- Or P/i»+icOLAa S«A-Aiit*iALB. : iij 
£raw 50 to lari) foot long. The hesd t» dirproportion- 
;Alf largfe, smd-nMlcss up almeft half the lifli ; it does 
nbc go off pickc«l or round befcve towards the mouthy 
bvt'is ^tc flat, and ia u tfaicfc .there as it is ia , ths 
middle or behind. Its head is broad above jil^e t^ 
roof of an oven, but beneath it runs narrower to the 
under-lip, fo that it is ftiipfid like the ftock of a gun, 
oe 'like lUshihdjir part «f an iitreFt^. 9iDe-)afi,|'.It3 
noftrils are in the fore-part of ih* head, Whereas other 
«iidEi hare ththa iii thtf hivk-fiifU . It has a little 
poiMdd tongue, and a lefs mouth than the progeE 
vlade, btft fiuch a ntonflrduv thraat j that it could fwa]. 
knr:an ox ; and Onic one: of Ihefe creatures, being 
flrucki in his aiiguifb threw up t Ihsrk quite whole a^id 
4 yante: Jong ; at the feme time th«re wa4 fijun4 ift i^ 
ftomdch, fame fHh-'bones ^ fathom long ; therefors 
fime hafs thought t^at Job's Leviitban and J^nah^ 
Vhale wtnc aS this foit. ' In Its ujtd^r-jaw it h^ fr^m 
30 tlo 50 teeth IbouC half a fo«c Ipngi m^ a$; thlf:^ 49 
afl arm, UnA there aildcavities ii lihe.bone of th^.vp^'^ 
)aW-jtaft fiteod for thofc teeth. Howtever^i fcane ijayp a 
few bnxul grindsts in the hinder pan of the up^'tja^^ 
It has a buncH upon its back, .«jid a.5n behind 'eacli 
eye, near which it ihay be caTily woundedt tho' itS'fkin 
in gcMra) is very toftgh, and not eafily tb be, ptei^^di 
its fat ill above an inch thick, and if the iiir& is d^^^ 
will yield 100 berreds of bktbber. . ,--,.: 

' The <;a{briot's bnge head is thi principal: nagazin« 
hf the nn^tuousy ieaiingfperiiiiTedi. It i4 i<nierpi- Q^ 
ver in feme wilii a fislid bony lid,' and ii\ others with f. 
thick tou^'ftin:^ : This its braiili liea 11*200? 30 ca- 
vities like the dbar^ft oil, bfita»fooii as ich:{ak«ii 
out, it runs like four milk. .Its fal indeed, :idl. oyej 
its body, is intccmmd with foch' little bUddei?: ,co.n- 
taining the fame fort of oil. Nay it cifculatea not onr 
ly through the eyes and cataj.l^ut through tht' IT^ole 
body, by meansof kn artery: hs thick a^.vn4's legi, 
which is<^ufadin numbcrlcfsJinallcr. ramification^. 
Ofte may M liov others fey ^o barjrds Withit- I» 
head or neck is full of fincw^, whcreEis tl^ other whftlos 
have moft in their tails. 

Vol. I. . " I -../.v. . ,. ■-.■■. In 
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114 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B,K. 
In the year 1723, fevCnleen of thefe frngulir iUhev 
were llrandcd near Ritzebuttel in the mouth of the 
Elb, and fome have been lately ftranded in Holland. 
A- further account of ihem may be fcca' in Aiw 

§ 20. ' ' ' 

' 'The 5th clafs comprehends the fmaU. whales that 
have teeth above an8 below, as : ' 

id.-TTic white-filh, whkh derives its name from-itff 
colbUr ; 'tis only-two or three fathom long, birt.iit 
other 'refpei3s pretty much like the true Whale, aJy 
the head is Iharper and the two fide-fins longer in. pro- 
portion. 'Tis true it has but one noflril iri the back 
of its dead, but underneath are two oval apertures ti(ro 
Sr three -mahps in diameter, which (jnitein one abav&' 
Theftihite Wrinkled (kin'is the thicknefs Of a.ftagar 
the fat is a hand's brcattth thick, and it yields bnt^ 
aboQt't^ur barrels of blubber. Itsfleflv is as red as 
beef,' "ftrtd taftes almoft like it. Theirgreateft rendee" 
vousis at Difko ; however a great many are canglit.l:^ 
the Greenlanders at Qoodhope. As for the European 
whale^fiftiersy they -don't regard them. Though I coliU 
not'take a furvey »f one whole, becaiife the Green- 
landers cutthem up before they bring .them'to land, 
yet I faw that'the notion of its having. na teeth ' id tht 
upper-jaw is without -foundation ; ibr I counted in eich 
of theunder-jaws 6 broad ones, and iri one upper-jkw 
eight, and in the other nine, a littk \fcac inwards aiid 
hollowed out, exadlyto fuit thQ& beneath.. But the 
three hindertnoft- in the upper-jawi thatiiaKe. none ;» 
match them in the- under, atoonty fliarp,pcgs. 'Tit 
alfo without foundation' thatfomefuppofe this to be th« 
female of the unicorn fifh, for thwr. are.very diiferent 
from each other. ' .; 

Ill The grampus (partus marinui majcr) has .a flat 
Aofe, is 15 or 20 foot-long, black Above and white be- 
neath^- and in all <>tber. rdpeias like the great whale- 
'Tis Very like this is the creature which the Icelanditfrs 
-call fpring-whale from its leaping. ' ' - 

12. The porpoife, (porcus maritms vmisr) catted the 
-lea-fwinc from its wallowing in the fea, and Haviiig a 

note 
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.npf^.Uffi;, tlie,fnouH>f a fwine,, It is pretty much lilte 
tnei'^'ijnDus, oifly ,in ics hog's rwfe^ and being, but 
aBout a'fathoiA long. THe firi upon the bacl; iscurved 
like a half-moon towards the tail. Ilsflelh does not ttH- 
]y relifti well to the Greanlanders, but to many fiOiers 
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Hh, aiid one und^r the back-fin. "The Greenlanders 
c^tch thefe as well as the other whales, and 6at their 
^elh with pleaTure. 

r" ■■■■ - *■"•'-■■. ' ■• 
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Chap. 3, Or PARTICULAR Sea-Animals. 117 
flimy flefli. Mr. Hans Egede, in the 85th page of tht 
Englifli edition of his defcription of Oreenland, <]uotes 
out ofThsrma/kr Torfaus's Hi/ioria Nervegia; rt Grotnlan- 
dia^ fomething^oncerning the To called mir'tnan, which 
Is dcfcribed as having a head indoied with a fkin lile 
a monk's hood, and a note, mouth and eyes rcfcmbling 
a man's ; there Was fuch ^ one alfo, it is faid, found 
dead in Norway of late years, three fathom in lengthi 
He aifo defcribes the memwid as having long black 
hair, breads, long arms, hands, ' and fingers wrfibcd 
like a goofe's foot, and as being Ihaped all below the 
middle like a fifh with a tail and (ins. They likewife 
talk of feveral ^rts of great and fmall creatures in the 
ocean near Norway, and in the African and Eafl-rlndia 
feas, that refemble a man or an ape. 

But the mofl horrible and hideous monfter that t\\t 
fables of the Norway fifliers hare invented is the ir4ihr 
fea-horfe or hafgvfa, which nobody ever pretends to 
have feen entire i yet the fifliers give out, that when 
tjiey find a place which is ufually 80 or 100 fathom 
deep, to be at certain times only 20 or 30, and fee aJfo 
a multitude of fifties allured to the (pot by a delicious 
exhalation which this creature emits, they conclude 
that they are over a kfuke ; 'then they make haftc to fc- 
cure a good draught of fifties, but take care to obferve 
when the founding grow ftiallower, for thfen the 
monfter is rifing. Then they fly with fpecd^ ind ^«- 
fently they behold with the greateft amazement, 'iii the 
compafs of a mile pr two, great ridges like roclra rifing 
up 6ut of the fea, dented with long lucid fpikes, that 

^^hicken as tliey rife, and at laft refemble a multitude 
9f little mai^s. When now the monfter has fatisfied 
his rapacious jaws (Which however no-body pretends to 

^have feen) with fifties enough, whicb had been as it 
were ftranded or dhCaigled in the Ipikes on his body, 
■ he dives again with a' violent agitation of the waters. No 
one pretends fas fald fcefore) to have feen this whole 
jiflij but they reprefent it a^ avaft Polypus Wkh a 
myltitude of afaenna and leniecukor fcnfitivc barns lilie 
the ftar-fifh, _/7«//d arborefcemy 'caput Mtditfie, Sea-fun, 
or PUny\ Ozana, Which are fuppofed, by fonle, to be 
the youiieof this fliOnAer. 
■ ,''. ;* ■-■•■■■ -.Jj . - :.. . . We 
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We enter not into any dlfcuffion about thefe fea- 
monllers, which, except that mentioned above by Mr. 
Mgidt^ have not as yet been feen in the Greejiiand fea. 
However, the compiler of thenatural hiftory of Norway, 
after rejecting the fabulous part, labours to demonftrate 
the po{Ebility and real exiHence of fuch creatures, 
^ priori et po/Ieriori; for which purpofe he fummons 
many witnelTes and introduces many uncommon ob- 
fcrvaiions, which are at leaft agreeable enough to read, 
■in the 8th Chap. zd. Part. 

■ § '22- 
But to return to the proper Whale, I will here fub- 
join a relation from the mouth of a Miffionary, who 
■in 1745 was obliged to attend the whale-fifliery in 
Dijke in a Dutch vcflel, of what he remarked and rft- 
membred of it. The whales in DiJka-bayzKViW^A'ia. 
April, and if the fifhers don't take any, or not enough, 
they follow them to the coafts of America, whither they 
fteer their courfc, efpecially to Hudfon's-bay ; and, 
as EBis fays p. 349, towards the clofe. of the fummer 
into the South-fea. But at Spitzbcrg they take them 
in May and June, ■ and after that tney retire further 
eaftward. When a whale is feen or heard, a long- 
boat with 6 hands muft make up to it dire^ly, and 5 
.or. 6 fuch boats are always in readincfs for it; they 
take what care they can to come oii his fide towards 
the head. When now the fi{H rifes again to draw 
breath and ftays up ■& while, as bis manner is, the 
boat rows up to his fide, and the harpponer ftrikes him 
moftly near the 6n ; that inftant the boat hurries off 
before the fifli -feels the thrufl , and overfets the boat, 
or daihes it to pieces with the flouncing of its tail. The 
harpoon or harping-iron is a triangular barbed iron about 
a foot long and faftencd to a Item. As foon as the fifti 
feel? the fmart, it darts down in the deep, the harpoon 
is in. him, and a line being faftened to the b-'iiooji 
(which is a finger thick, made of quite fr 
and 100 fathom long, nine of which lines are lai.d 
in every long-boat] this line runs with fuch rapidity 
after the whale, that if it fhould entangle itfcif any 
wlicre, it muft either fnap like a thread or overfet the 
long-boat. 
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Chap. 3. Of particular Sea'Animais. • irg 
long-boat. Therefore a inan is Rationed to givegreift 
heed to the line, that it may run ftraight, and withoiit 
being entangled, and another to wet the place with 
water where it runs over board, that it may not take 
fire by the friftion of the wood. The whale flies on 
with the line like an eagle, and the boat hallens after 
him as fafl as it can. If the hih is not mortally 
wounded, he can ilonnce about in the deep fijr an 
hour, and draw a line of a couple of thoufand fathoiA , 
after hinj, in which cafe the other boats hallen to their 
affiftance, and add frelh lines. If he betake himfetf td 
the floating ice, they dill row after him ; but if he 
retreats under a great ifiand of ice, they have no other 
way but to draw out the harpoon with all their might, 
but if that can't be done, they muft cut the line in two ; 
by which they mifs a prize worth perhaps 200/. for a 
middling fi(h is eflimated at that value. If the filh 
comes np again alive, they ftrike him with a couple of 
harpoons more, and then kill him out-right with their 
lances. As Toon as he is dead he rifes to the furfacC 
,of the water, and the ballance of his body turns his 
belly upwards. 

In the mean titne the Ihip comes as well as it can 
to meet the boats, which are towing the fifli along", 
and at length fallen it to the Oiip, by cutting two flits in ' 
the blubber, through which they draw a rope, and fo lafh 
it along fide.' 'The firft work was to go with a boat -^ 
into its jaws, "and to cut out the whale-bone barders 
very cautioully from its gums, with a long bend- 
ing knife, and to draw them up at the capfl:an. They 
only take the largeft, which are 500, and they are worth 
as much as all the blubber of the fifti. Then they 
cut oiF the blubber from the tongue, and after that 
proceed to ftrip his whole body of. its fat, beginning 
both at the head and tail at once', and endttig in the 
middle. The men that Hand on the fijh, have fliarp 
irons on their fhoes to prevent their flipping. They cut 
off the fat in long quadrangular pieces, and haul it upon 
decJt 1^ . a pulley, where others cut it into lefs pieces 
and ftow it for the prefent in the fteerage or hold till 
their fiihery is over. The tall and fins are cut ofT whole, 
but afterwards divided into Uttle pieces, and referved 
1 4 priocipall]r 
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principally for boiling glue. The tail coniiftB of a 
-fmrnber of linews. 

Such a hu(y batvl of 40 or 50 hands, diflributed into 
fmaller companies, and mutually aiding each other ~ 
throughout the wfiole, mud ftrip a iilb in four hours 
time if all goes right. As the body of fat diminUhej, 
progrefljvely from the head and tail towards the mid- 
dle, fo they keep removing the ropes, until at length 
the Hlh turns round of itfdf. Then finally they cut 
4way the ring of fat that was left to the laft. With 
the lofs of its fat the fi{h lofes its buoyant faculty ; there- 
fore, when it is turned adrift, down goes the carcafs 
or fcrag into the deep, with a general and joyful huzza 
of the whole crew. In a few days it burfts and rifcs 
again, and its vaft t!:oclc of RcCti rcgalee the fiflies, birds 
and bears with a profufc feftivity. But if the cutting 
up the whale is obliged to be deferred on account of 
turbulent weather, or the capture of more filhes, it 
will fwell with a humming noife, and at length burll 
with a dreadful c1^, and at the fame time will fcatter 
a, vermilion-coloured filthy moifture out of its entrails, 
which ftinks horribly, 

When they- have enough, they fail ^wayto fome ha- 
ven, or in ferene weather, grapple on the ice, and un-' 
load the calks to gain more room for c""^-- '' fmaj], 
for now they haul up all the blubber < e hold 

of the Ibip, and take of^~ ^11 the rind, ji ^ caft 

into the Tea, and there the Greenlander it up 

and eat it. They cut the Mu'ober in llttU lieces, 

low«r it down into the hold in leather pty ic 

into tubs, fo fill one veflcl after another (Vhilc 

at thifl work,, the train runs aboifc the imp above the 
flioes, this they lade up or catch in paiis at the water- 
gutters of the ihip, and fo pour it into the vcfiels with 
the blubber. That now that leaks, and drops thrpugh 
the cafk, is the fineft and beft, and is called cUar-train, 
and the remainder that is boiled out of the blubber is 
the irawfi tmin (*). The greaves or offal that remains 

* Ir Andrrfai's ingcniouii nettt (o hit accimnt of Iceland, p. 9^ may 
ie ti^a tune obftrrarions of the ttymology and impoit of the woW (raw, 
which Ualmoft the Lme in (he Rufliw, Iceland, Norwegian and Cciman 
Lin;;uagcs, and io the olhcr language; tliat have anj alSnity with thcnli, 
■nayeveninCtM^, Hcbnif aod Anbit. - 



„Gi'nolr 



Cliap> 3- Of particulail Sea-Aniuju,s. 121 
is lip trifling that 100 barrels of blubber will produce 
96 barrels of train. 

§ 23. 

As to the whale-fifliery qf the Greenlandcrs, it is to . 
be obfcxv^'ihat the proper whale and the unicorn are 
pnly caught in the north, but the cafiie^lot or fperma 
ceti whsle, and the other leffer forts, are alfo caught in 
the fouthern parts. But I will only delcribc the me- 
thod of thore in the norfh. They dreTs themfelves in 
the beft manner for it, becaufe according to the por- 
tentous fayings of their forcerers, if any one was to 
wear dirty cleadis, cfpecially. fuch in which he had 
touched a dead corpfe, thew:hale would efcape, or even 
if it was already dead, wouSd atleaftfmk. The women 
are alfo obliged to be parties in this exploit, and their 
bulinefs is to row, and to inend the men's fea-jackcts, 
and the boats directly as foon asthey are damaged. They 
make boldly up to the filh in their men's and women's 
boats, and • ftrike it with feveral barpdons, to whidi 
bladders are hung made of great feal-Itins, feveral of 
which fo encumber and flop the whale, rtiat it cannot 
fink deep. When he is tired out, they difpatch him 
quite with their little lances. Then the men creep into 
their fcaor fpring-jackets. which are made of fealrfkin, 
and anfwer to flioes, ftockings, gloves, cap and ail in 
one piece, and are fattened tight round the head. In 
thefe they leap fearlefs upon the (iih, and into the fea, 
for the air m the jacket prevents their finking, and ena- 
bles theni to (fand ereiSt in the wafer. Then they cut 
off the blubber, and are alfo pretty dexterdus incutting 
out the whalc-bonc banders, confideringthe bad knivcK 
they have. But the multitude is very drforderly in 
cutting off the fat. Men, women and children run all 
promifcuoufly in a heap amorigone another and over 
one another, with fliarp and pointed kntweff; for every 
body, if it is only a fpedlator, may Ihare in dividing 
the fgoil. It is fiirprifing how artfully thtJy guard them- 
felves that no one is badty wounded, though it never 
ends without flight wounds. 

They catch the fmaller forts of whales in the fame 

manner as they do feals, or hunt them into the narrow 

4 ■ creeks 
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creeks, where they are flranded. In the Tame manner 
the Icelanders terrify the whales by a dreadful (houting, 
dafliing the water, or i^ouncing things into it, and 
thus hunt them fo far intQ an Jntet, til) they are (Iranded ; 
yet they know bow to kill them with the harpoon. 
Sometimes they pour blood into the water that he may 
fly tothelandoutof averfionfor it, and therebcftranded; 
this poflibly gave occafion to the ftory of a tub, with 
which the whale-fifliers, as alfo with a red cloth, try 
to entert^n the whale tUI they can pierce him un- 
obferved. 



C H A P. IV. 

. Of the Qi>4D»upE& Sea-Animals, or Seals. 
§ 24- 

IT remains to fay fomething of thofe fea-anlmals that 
have four feet, and are amphibious, viz. the Seal 
or Sea-calf, in I^tin pboca^ in Greentandifli pua, and 
in French hup marin. There are feveral forts of them, 
but they are all alike in having a firm, tough, hairy 
Jkin like the land-animals, only that the hair is thick, 
{hort and fmooth, as if it was rubbed over with oil. 
They have two Jhort feet before ftanding downwards 
for the conveniency of rowing, and behind they have 
alfo two ftanding outwards for fleering, one on each fide 
of a fiiort tail. With thefe they flrike the water behind 
them, and drive themfelves along.. They have five 
toes on their feet, each confifting of four joints, and 
terminating in a long nail or claw, with which they 
climb up the ice or the rocks. The hinder feet are 
palmated, or joined together with a thin ikin like a 
goofe's foot, fo that in fwimming they are fpread like a 
fan. The water is their proper element, and any fifh 
they can get, their food. Yet they often lie on the ice 
or land, to bafk in the fun-beams or fleep. When they 
are flecping, they fnore very loud, and may eafily be 
furprized in their found fleep. They have a lame gait 
or walk ; but yet they can pad along fo faft with their 
fore-feet, and give fuch leaps with their hind-feet, that 
a man 
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a man can't eafily overtake them. Their head has 
pretty much the refcmblance of a dog's head with the 
ears cropt, though fome are rounder and others (harper. 
Their cry has fomething Of a dog, but more of a wild 
fwine, and their young ones cry like a cat. Their 
jaws are planted with Iharp teeth, and their lips' with 
nrong hair like briftles. They have two noftrils in their 
nofc, and are obliged to come up to the furface of the 
water every quarter of an. hourto take air. They have 
large fiery eyes with eye-lids and eye-brows ; they : 
have a fmall aperture for the ear, but no flaps. Their 
body is bulky in the middle, but' runs out conical be- 
fore and behind, that they may make their way through 
the water fo much the eafier. At the firft glance they 
look moH like a mole. Their fat is from a finger to a 
hand-breadth thick; their flefli red, tender, juicy and 
fat, almoft like the flelh of wild fwine, nor does it tafte 
fo filthy as the flefli of moft fea-birds does. 

§ 25- 

Some forts of thefc animals, though not all, are found 
in all other feas, and as for as we can form a judgment, 
there are fome forts the fame as our Greenland feals, 
both in fhapeand colour. A Jutlander alTttrEd me, that 
be had feen feals in their fcas which had a Afh's finny 
tail inftead of hinder feet. The defcription of feals in 
Pmtoppidan's natural Hiflory coincides with this. An- 
derfon fays (p. 235.) that there are feals in the frefh 
water-lake Baikal in Tartary, which lies at leaft 20 
degrees diftant from the fea ; it is probable they ftrayed 
up the river Jenifei and there propagated, and could at 
length fubfift without fea-water. The feal that was 
caught in the EI8 by Magdeburg, in the fpring, 1761, 
is ftill in frefli remembrance. There are five fpecies of 
them caught here, they are indeed alike in thcfliape of 
their body, but are different in fize, in hair and in their 
heads. I muft call them by their Greenland name, 
becaufe I know no German name for them. 

J. Kafftgiai is a long feal with a thick head, its 

colour black fprinkled.with white. The Green landers 

in Ball's river catch the mofl: of this fort, and they 

catch them all the year round. They (and wc too) 

make 
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make the bcft cloathing of the fkins of their young 
ones, andif Che back !s bUck and the belly white, they 
look as noble and as rich as velvet. Therefore the 
skins of the young ones are exported in great tiumberj 
iind worn for waiftcoats. The older the creature is> the 
larger are the fpots, fo that fome of them look like ti* 
gers skins, and are ufed for hoiifings or coverings for 
Jiorfes. A :full-grown fcal of liiis fpecies is about z 
yards long. 

2- Attarfaak has a pointed head and big body, and 
more and better blubber than the former. When 'tis 
full grown 'tis near 3 yards long, and then 'tis almoft 
all of a white-grey colour, and has a black figure on 
its back like two half-moons, with their horns in a 
uniform direi^ion 
■others fomewhat b! 
nually their colom 
fo much as this, a 
according to its 
■ in this ftate thefe are quite white and woolly, where- 
as the IS arc fmootl 
year 't itarai^ and ' 
2d ye i, then 'tis 
paintei ; 4th talkkio 
year at Then if we 
nal of maturity. Its pelt is 
' fore it is made ufe of to 
Greenlanders curry the haii 
but leave a little f^t infide i 
much the thicker j ^hey c( 
They ufe the undrefled ones 
times, though but very ai 
nothing elfe, fbrcloaths. 1 
beft blubber, and the train 
much thicker, nor worfe, c 

of olives. The blubberhath fo little greayes, tfiat they 
- fay they can draw and refine a couple of quarts of train 
more out of a barrel than they put in of blubber, if 
the calk does not leak, which may very eafily 
happen. 

3. Neil/ei, is not very' difierent from the former 

in uz^or colour, only that the hair is a little browner or 

a p<de 



Cddolc 



Chap.4'' " Of THE Seals. 125 

a pale \^ice, nor does' it lie fmooth, but rough, brift' 
ly, an4 intermixed like pigs hair. If garments are 
iriade qf this pdt^ the rough fide is generally turned 
ioward. . 

' 4,' l^eltfirfiai, fighifies'ift Greenlandifli only (a 
much as a^reat neitfelt, but there is a great difference 
between them i for befidcthif this laft is much hu:ger» 
li Ifas. *^ro a (hort, thick, black wool under its white 
Kair, which gives it a beautiful gr^ colour. It has 
likeWIfc'a thfcfe foIdal'Bcin on its ftrdiead, which it 
can draw down ever its eyes' lite a cap to defend theirt 
^afnflt th&ftorms, w&ves, Bxines ' and land ; it is finr 
mis rdafen called clapmuiz. This creature b o^lj^ 

caught irt the fouthern part*., 

5. The utfui is the largeft fpecies' of Seals, up- 
WaTd^ of. three j^ds long. It has black '. hair, and a 
iShStk^ftin, out of which rfie GreenBirfcrs cut ifllA 
thorfgs; of lines a finger-thict for thtfr fcrf-fifliery. 
Thifl^eCies alfois taken only iHdiefdith^. ■ 

- '':.'■% 26; '' .. ■{ ..■' .") 

The 6th fpecies- is the fea-cow,' called' in' German, 
yiadrefsy in Latin, rofmart!y/in¥KtiC)iyVathe ttiarsnrj 
and in Greenlandifh auak. Th^r bodies referable a 
feal, but their heads are very difFerent f for the head of 
this -is not long, but ftubbed and' broad, and therefore 
it might be called a iea-llbii *, brperhips elephant, oA ' 
account qf the two long' tufts it has.' There are not 
many'6f "thefe lingular fta-atiimals feenhcrei yet IwW 
defcribc one that I viewed as well ds the Hurry of thfc 
Greenlan^ers in cutting it up wodid permitmc. 
' It hugijt be fix yards long and' near the- faine iff cir- 
cumference iit the lireift. Its'hidewasnowherefmootfc, 
but wis much wrinkled 'all over its body, efpecia!^ 
about the- neck, and had but few hairs growing on ikj 
'tis a£ngerthick, but about the neck twlceas thick 
And brawny, therefore the Greenlandcrs 'like, to.eat It 
raw. This crciture veighs at leaft 400 poundi ■ Ifc 
blubber is white and fond like badin, and' a hand- 
'breadth £hick, yetit does not yield fo much nor fo'goorf 

, • T^is fo nimcd b Lonl j*^Bi's Voyap. ■ ■ , 
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train by far as the foal's blubber, becaufe of its tough 
greaves. Its. legs both beXini ajid before, are^, longer 
and clumfrer than the feal's ; and fts'toes, fome o^ whofc 
joints are a fpan long, have not fuch long and fliarp 
claws; ,Tbeir_head. is oval,. -hut the mouth fo fmall 
that I could not quite put my lift into It. The under- 
lip terminates in a point ij> the ib 
IS a little promjncnt £>etw(;en the 
both its lip^, 'ftud on e^cli fide of 
jfungous ik'tOf I* hand's^l^reath, ri 
on of moriftrQus.l^riflles, thai^ a 
and,'as t"hjck as a-ffrawY liey'are 
cord, jielKjod^ aiid give'tfiBflnin 
a grim aipe^'. 'fhe riofe fs very 
tyes not larger than ap ox's.,^, I'.c 
lids, and as I was Bt,firftr'fearchj 
lem^les, ,wd . could not find' -the 
preffed.thelTuni'-andJ-outTgrujig 
that I could/gueeze't'hemin and 
ger ; from whence I might cone 
had alfo a flielter for its eye* in ftormy weathcr,'by draw- 
ing t^ 
fcack 
niuni 
could 

■ iy foil 
*iuder 
fore i 
.two I' 
the n 
jnofti 
than ■; 
-anda 
Jy tb< 
ropti 
not*) 
feyth 
-the 
gnd it 



They ft^^ about three inches .afunder, in \hs head, 
' and 
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and at their extremities 9 inches apart, and bent a lit- 
tle dovjtnwards. One tusk weighs'4 pound and hdtf, and 
theivfbol^ (rimium 24 pound. Such a £ri^iiffit, toge- 
ther. V'U* other Greenland rarities, has been made a 
present ol. to the niufeu pi ;of_th*e college tif' iheVnitas 

The'uIeth'c'fcaTcbw mates of thefe tUSks^eemstobe 
in part to fcrape'the mufcles and tuch kind of'fliell-iiflt 
3r thcfe'anU Tca- 
. aJfo to grapple 
s thbni in the 
unwieldy heJplefs . 
^ence both againft 
jid the jword-fiih. 
eneo^ies' in the 
jcs. ,;,..',,... ■ ■ ■ '- . 

. J „Wha,t^hdu^cd ^ ! that it lives on 

Jc4>-^rarsi|noiftl^)j^ looked like horfe- 

4ung. ,put,(fe. ^ jatsflfifbV becaufe 

'it . Szcs^Mpii tlie': whic^ Is rhrowh 

over-boar^, 'iraws d th^il throws it 

'up'aloft again'. B rs have , ma^e th^ 

-ifcmeobfervation-vrith refpeftto.the fea-fowls, that he 
^ws ■uiai^,«nder 'water^with, his long tufks in pfay, 
juidithen'liwpws lliem'up .in the air, biit'never eais 
^^"^r 'r/J'\, ,-. "" i 

''-■.-■ § 27- . ■ j 

' We nje^t with few-fca-cows in Davis's-ftraits, but 
Ad greater is their refort by Spitzberg, Nova-Zembl^ 
's£nd inthe Waygat, as-6r as the river Ob. From 
thence to Kolyma, and all along the coaft of the Icc- 
■ffea are no trages of them, but then again they are f« 
much the' more numerous in the fea of Kamfliatka^ 
where, according to D. Gmelin's account in his Sibe- 
rian Journey, Part III. p. 164, they found on thefliore 
great numbers- of fhed teeth, that were much larger 
aild heavier than the Greenland teeth", and are faid tb 
weigh 16, 20, nay 30 pouiid each. In .former times 
people killed them in great numbers with harpoons by 
Spitzberg, rooftly on Jhore, where they lay in large 
droves fleeping. They killed them chiefly for the feke 
" cf 
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of their teett)^ of* which the artificers wrou^t aH forts 
of beauufut (rinfeetsr But after fhey came to kftow 
that i^tvwae their moll dangerous foe, they are fafd to 
bave xiiadethe capture more difficult and fan: to iHat', 
6y fetting a watch, rendering each other mtlt^al ^th- 



be met with all the year round, though not alwdys ih 
equal numbers. They *aatnot be caught by nngle 
Gfeenka^rfi', e^^cc^t, qh^y tire with^ yovp§ and-helplefs, 
becaufa they are fi> -watchful ; but they muil be fiu^ 
rounded a«d killed by fevsral togetheiv , according to 
the m^c of the cUjiper-hunt. Sut the .V«fO tail fpecies 
^emigrate twice a year put of tbefe parts., Firltth^yr^ 
tire. in July, and return agaia In September ^ this| time 
*tis i^ughttheygo inirurfakof food to odier regions, 
becaufe they don^t dsyart all in a bcidy together, and 
pjorcoyei! :?oBie back very fiit. The zd^ time tftey ajl 
fet off in March «) call tfcair young,, awl in , the be- 
ginning of June back they come, youngand all, like 
a grs^tflock «f Jbeep*. But then (hey are very lean. 

• Htrrdc-a roAxrks of thWpociee of Seals, thlt in tJeceifta- diey <aate 
to tbc nonli-lule'of IceluuT, and in Mardi thtf j 111 go*nFa}' epnt. 

In 
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In this laft tour they feem to obferve 3 certain Axed 
time And track, like the birds of palTage, and take a 
koKte thU is fr«c from Joe ; therefore the fhips near 
^pitfl^rg cap fafrly follow them. We know they ' 
eome up out of the Ibuth firft, then 20 days after they 
^ro 80 or 100 leagues further north, and the longer 
tiie date, the further they lofe themCslves in the north. 
We am pretty well afcertain the day at the end of 
May, when they will be agaia at Frederic 's-Hope, 
4nd in the beginning of June at Good-hope, and fo 
further north. Then they make their appearance in 
great droves for many days together ) part of them Aay 
tod part proceed further north. But the place they re- 
tire to in that laft circuit, cannot be determined with 
«qual certainty. They, cannot fubfift at the bottoni 
of the fea, for they muft draw breath. They do not 
go to America, for their courfe is not fleered weftward 
but northward ; nor do the failors ever fee them in tha 
^>cn &a at this fe^on. They don't ftay in the nofth 
neither to cafl their young among the Ice, and thti 
uninhabited peaceful rocks ; for we fee them return 
from the Ibuth and not from the north. Therefore 
they muft either find a way through fame narrow paf- 
fege or found, fuch as it is imagined that channel may 
be in Di(Uo-bay, now covered with ice, in the 69th 
deg. and alfo that in Thomas Smith's Sound in 78th 
deg. or elfe they muft get round Greenland through 
fome Aippofed open fea further north under the pole, 
flind fo arrive at the eaft-fide, and then round again 
this fide Iceland by Scatenhook. It is certain they do 
not undertake this voyage as epicures for the fake ot 
good living, for they all come meagre home ; but they 
go to bring forth their young, and when it is over, 
they hurry back again fo faft, th^ they do not take 
time enough to eat their belly full and to lleep fullici* 
ently. It may be they' are compelled to fuch a fpeedy 
flight by the Rahben'/hlaegtr^ or fhips that go upon 
the fcal-fifliery in April and May, though they might 
elfe make a longer ftay for the fake oif their tender 
cubs. 

Thefe Seal-catchers try to furround them upon (he 
ice, where they lie fleepiog ia whole her4s j firft they 
■ Vol. I. K: frighten 
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frighten them by Ifaoutjng, and when they ftretch out 
their necks and yell, they give them one defperate blow 
tipon the nofe with a club, by which they are ftunned 
or ftupified. But they foon come to themfelves again, 
(for they are fo hard to be killed, that many a one turns 
about its head to bite even when they are flaying it) 
therefore the executioners muft hurry round the fecond 
time to difpatch thofe quite that were felled down. In 
' this manncir thofe IbipS that catch no whales, may pro- 
cure with little 1 rouble a freight of feal's fat that even 
exceeds whale-blubber. And befides they gain for a 
booty a good ftock of pelts, which befidc their com- 
mon ufe, may be drcfled like leather. It is reported 
that the Icelanders alfo catch them in nets from 60 to 
200 in a day, but this could not be effe^ed yet in 
Greenland. 

§ 28. 
There is no people to whom the fcals are fo prolitaUe, 
nay^ fo indifpenfably neceffary, as the Greenlanders, for 
the fea is their corn-field, and the feal-fifliery their moft 
copious harveft. Seals are more needful to them than 
fheep are to us, though they furnifli us with food and 
raiment, or than the cocoa-tree is to the Indians, al- 
though that prefents them not only with meat to eat 
and covering for their bodies, but alfo hoi^fes to dwell 
in and boats to fail in, fo that in cafe of neceffity they 
could live folely from it. The feats flefh (together with 
the rein-deer, which is already grown pretty ftarce) f up- 
plies the natives with their moft palatable and fubl^ntial 
food. Their fat fumiflies them with oil for lamp-light, 
chamber and kitchen fire j and whoever fees their ha- 
bitations, prefently finds, that if they even had a fu- 
perfluity of wood It would not do, they can ufe nothing 
but train in them. They alfo mollify their dry food, 
moflly fiffi, in the train ; and finally they'barter it for 
all kinds of neceflkrics with the faitor. They can kw 
better with fibres of the feals finews, than with thread 
or filk. Of the (kins of the entrails they make their 
windows, curtains for their tents, Ihircs, and part of 
the bladders they ufe at their harpoons ; and they 
make train-bottles of the maw. Formerly for want of 
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iron, they made all manner of inDruments and working 
tools of their bones. Neither is the blood wafled, but 
boiled with other ingredients and eaten as foop. Of 
the (kin of the feal they fland in the greateft need ; for 
fuppofing the fkins of rein-deer and birds would furnifh 
them with competent clothing for their bodies, and co- 
verings for their beds ; and their flefii, together with 
aOt, with fuIEcient food ; and provided they could drefs 
their meat with wood, and alfo new model their houfe- 
keeping, fo as to have light and keep themfelves warm 
with it too ; yet without the fcal's fkins they would 
not be in a capacity of acquiring tbefe fame rein-deer« 
fowls, fifhes and wood, becaufc they muft cover over 
with feal-fkin both their large and fmall boats, in which 
they' travel and feek their provifion. They muft alio 
cut their thongs or Itraps out of them, make the bladders 
for their harpoons, and cover their tents with them, 
without which they could not fubfift in fummer. 

Therefore no man can pafs for a right Greenlander, 
who cannot catch feals. This is the ultimate end they 
afpire at, in all their device and labour from their 
childhood up. It is the only art (and in truth a difficult 
and dangerous one it is) to which they are trained from 
their infancy, by which theymaintain themfelves, make 
themfelves agreeable to others, and become beneficial 
members of the community. But no one can rightly 
comprehend their method of proceeding till he has taken 
a view of their boats and inftruments, which will ht 
dufcribed in the fequel. 
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BOOK III. 

Of the Grcenlandifli Nation. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Gk££nlanders Person, and Way of 
Living. 

TH E Greenlanders call themfetves without any 
further ceremony Innuit, i. e. Men, Indigena 
or Natives. The Icelanders, who many hun- 
dred years ago dtfcovered and poffeffed this country and 
the neighbouring coafts of America, called them in 
fcorn Strallings, becaufe they are little of ftature ; few 
exceeding, the moft not amounting to, five foot high, 
and having the appearance of imbecillity at the fame 
time *. Yet they have wdl-fliaped, proportionable 
limbs. Their Face is commonly broad and flat, with 
high cheek-bones, but round and plump cheeks. Their 
eyes are little and black, but devoid of fparkling fire. 
It is true their nofe is not flat, but it is fmall, and pro- 
jc£ts but little. Their mouth is commonly little and 

* Jc is 9 rommon Dbferralian that mtn, » well li beaRi and the pradufls 
of the ground, grou' fmaller ind fmaltei i<M'ardi the pole, though the elk, 
tbe uhile bear, and the rein-deer arc manifeft exceptioni to tbii rule. 
Some people attribute their diminitive flatura Co the cold pinching air and 
mifle. Ellh (who has given ui the moft ample defcriptionof thefj^vlnuux 
in Hudfon's bajr, who agree with our Grcenlanden almoft in eveij thing, 
(nd very likely wete one people originally) obferrct, p. 156, that though 
there are lii^ tree: growing at the bouoovof Hudfon't Bay, then are no- 
thing but fhrubsin the 6ilt degree; and alb that the people kept dimi- 
nilhingin fbture the higher they liveii, till the 67(h degroe, where then 
are bo peojie at all. 

round. 
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round, and the under-lip fomewhat thicker than the 
upper. Their body is dark-grey all over, but the fece 
brownor olive, (and yet in many the red' Ihines through). 
*rhis brown colour feems not to be altogether from na- 
ture, becaufe their children are born as white as others, 
but may proceed in part from their dirtinefs, for they 
are continually handling grsafe or train, fitting in, the 
fmother of their lamps, and feldom wafli themfelves. 
Yet the climate may contribute a good deal to make 
this colour hereditary and proper to them, after fo many 
generations, efpecially the fudden alternative of cold 
iad raw air, and burning heat of the fun in fummer ; 
and this makes the Europeans that live there fomewhat 
browner too. But it is probable their perpetual trainy 
■food may contribute the moil to their olive-tinge, for 
their blood, becomes fo denfe, hot and unctuous by it, 
that their fweat fmells like train, and their hands feel 
clammy like bacon. But there are fome that have a 
moderate white Ikin, and red cheeks, and more whofe 
face is not fo very round ; thefe might eafily pafs ufli- 
dillinguiflied among the Europeans, efpecially among 
the inhabitants of fome of the mountains of Switzer- 
land. I have alfo feen Greenlanders whofe fathers were 
Europeans, but they; were educated according to the 
Greenland mode. Thefe are not different from the 
reft in colour, but in certain lineaments of the coun- 
tenance. Again I have feen the children of another 
European by a half-Greeriland woman, that were as 
beautiful as any in Europe. 

They have univerfaljy coal-black, ftraight, ftrong 
. and long hair on their heads, but they have feldom any 
beard, becaufe they conftantly root it but. Their hands 
and feet are little and foft, but their head and the reft 
of their limbs are large. They have high hreafts arid 
broad Ihoulders, efpecially the women, who are obJigea 
to carry great burdens from their younger years. Their 
whole body is flelhy, and well enriched with fat and 
with blood ; therefore they can endure the cold very 
well with very thin cloathing and bare heads and necks ; 
and they commonly, fit naked in their houfes, all ex- 
cept their breeches; their bodies then emit fuch a hot 
fteam, that an European that fits by cannot endure it. 
Kj ■ A-ad 
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And when they (the chriftian converts from imong this 
nation) are aflembled even in the winter-time to their 
divine vfoiQap, they evaporate or rather blow out fuch 
a calidity, that we-are prefently obliged to wipe off the 
fiveat, and can fcarce draw our breath for the thick ex- 
halation. . . ' 

They are very light and nin\ble of foot, and can ufc 
their hands too with a good deal of dexterity and fkill. 
There are but few maimed or infirm people among 
them, and fewer mislhapen births. They do not want 
for aiflivity and ftrength of body, though they don't 
know how to fet about any work they are not ufed to| 
however in their own bulinefs they excel us. Thus a 
man that hath eat nothing for three days, at lealt no- 
thing but fea-grafs, can manage his little Kajak or ca- 
noe in the moft furious waves ; and the women will 
carry whole a rein-deer the /pace of four leagues, or a 
piece of timber orftone, near double the weight of what 
an European would lift. 

§2. 
It is hard to form a true judgment of their Tempe- 
rament, bccaufe their nienta) qualities are fo blended, 
that one cannot take a diftindl furvey of them. Yet 
they feem to be principally of a fanguine difpofttlon, 
intermixed with fomething phlegmatic ; I fay princi- 
pally, for there is a difference among Greenlanders, as 
as well as ' among other nations, and there are atfo 
cholerick, and melancholy complexions. They are 
not very lively, much lefs jovial and extravagant, yet 
they are good-humoured, amicable, fociable, and uncon- 
cerned about the future. Confequcntly they are not 
covetous to fcrape a heap of ftuff together, but are li- 
beral in giving. It is true, one cannot perceive aiiy 
peculiar high fpirit in them, but yet they have, out of 
ignorance, a good fliare of what we may call ruftic or 
peafant's pride, fet thcmfelves far above the Europeans, 
or Kahlumei as they call them, and make a mock of 
them among themfelvcs. For though they are obliged 
to yield them thepre-eminence both inunderftandingand 
manual performances, yet they don't know how to fet 
any value on thefc. Whereas on the other hand their 



tv Google 



Chap. 1. The GREENLAND2B3 Wait OF Living.. 135 
own initniuble skill in the catching ieals, which is 
their ftalF of life, 2nd befldes which nothing is indif- 
penfably necelTary with them, affords fufficient food for 
their good conceit of thcmfelves. And 'tis certain they are 
not fo fpolifli and ftupid as the favages are commonly 
thought to be, for in their ways and employments 
they are wife and Iharp enough. But yet they are not 
fo ingenious and poliHied neither as many report them 
to be, Their reflexion or invention difplaya itfelf In the 
employoieats neccfl'aiy to tbejr fubfiftance, and what 
is not infeparably conneifled with that, has not a thought 
of theirs bellowed on it. Therefore we may attribute 
to theqi a fimplicity without fillinefs, and good fcnfe 
without the art of reafoning. • They count them- 
felrcs.tobe theonly civilized and well-bred people, be- 
caufe many unfeemly things which they fee too too of- 
ten, among the Europeans, feldom or never oc- 
cur among them. , Therefore they ufe to fay, 
when they fee a quiet modeft Jlranger : " He is al- 
" moft as well-bred as we ;" or, *' He begins to be 
" a man, that is, to be a Greenlander." They are not 
litigious but patient, and recede when any one en- 
croaches upon them -, but if they are pulhed to that de- 
gree that they can go no further, they become fo defpe- 
rate, that they regard neither fire nor water. 

• What GmeUii writei of [he TiHgufct, P»rt 11 p. ai6, ii very well 
adipted to the Greenlinden : " They are plain and upright," Taj's he, 
" yet more bemufe they have no opportonity to ciercifc tbdr undetlhnd- 
" 10^ aboacany ochn affiiir but Their huntiag, than any paiticuhu prioci- 
" pie or bent lowanii fincerity. The contaion report ii, that they are ftu- 
" pid, bcciule they nutyeafily be cheated ; but Tot my p^il I believe, that 
'< ochen tn equally ai ftupid j and acconling to thii procedure, we mult ~ 
. " caU every man a Ibol, who has no great acuteneli in things that he hai 
" bijbut littleopportunity toheaf andfeemuch of. We difcover the na- 
" tural umleittanding of mofl nations be(( in their common employtoenti 
" and inftitudons. Therefore it is no wonder that the Tiinrufii have not 
" eietciled their underftandings in things that never lay in (heir way. They 
" are as Iharp-witted in their matter, ai the greateft ihaipcr, on the other 
*^ hand, may perhaps be awkw^ard in hunting." 

We may fee that the CreinlaDden pofleli a competent lliart of under- 
JUndiag and the art of inulation, by this, that the baptlled Children eafily 
learo to icm), and alfo to write very prettily, and that one of out Greenland- 
en ii the conmon gun-ftock nuScet, and another is the barber for the Eu- 

K4 They 
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They arc not idle, but always employed about fom^T 
thing J yet they are very variable or fickle, fo that if 
they begin a thing, and any unexpefled difficulty 
thwarts them, they throw.it by direitly. In the Cum - 

' mei- they (leep 5 or 6 honrs,-and iii "tbe winter 8. But if 
they have worked hard, and waked all night, they will 
ileep the whole day. In the morning, when they ftand 
with pefifive filencc upon fomc eminence, and take % 
furvey of the ocean and the weather, they are common - 
ly thoughtful anddejefled, becaufe the burdens and the 
dangers of the day ftand in profpeft before them. But 
when' no labours demand their application, or they M- 
turn home from a fitccefsful fifliery, they are chclrfu! 

■ and converfable. 

They are fuch adepts in difguifing or fuppreffing 
their paffions, that we mtght take them for Stoics in 
appearance. They afFeft alfo to be very refigned in 
calamitous accidents. They are not foon irritated to 
anger, or can e?fily bridle their animofity ; but .in fuch 
cafes they are quite dumb and fuUcn, and don't forget 
to revenge themfelves when an opportunity prefcnts it- 
felf. But I fliallhave a better opportunity to fpeak fur- 
ther of their morals hereafter. 

if 

They ma^e their Cloatbs of the (kins of reindeer^ 
fcals and birds. Their outer garment is fewed fafl on 
a41 fides like a waggoner's frock, only not fo long and 

' loofe, fo that they firft put in both arms, and draw it 
over their heads like a fliirt, but there is no open flit 
before, 'tis fevred together up to the chin. At the top 
of it, a Cap or Hood is faftened, which they can draw 
over their heads in cold or wet weather. The Man's 
outer coat reaches only half dpwn his thigh, nor does 
it fit tight about him; ye\ it admits no cold air to pe- 
netrate, becaufe 'tis clofe before. They don't few with 
the gut, but with the finews of rein-deer and whale, 
which they fplit very thin and fmall, and then twift 
them together double or threefold with their lingers. 
Formerly they ufed the bones of filhes, or the vety 

. fine bones of birds inftead-of needles^ and t^eir knives 
were 
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wereof flpnt. But now they ufefteel nMdles, (and 
none butthefiAeft will ferve them) and we cannot fui* 
ficisntly -Mmiie the iteMnefo and ingenuity pf their 
work. The fiirritrs and workcfs in furr-clo^ths oonFefs 
that they cannot come up to them Ifi thatbran«h. The 
ikins of fowl with the fe&thers inward, aie mode up 
into what'may be cd}ed itieit fliirts, tho'they make 
them trf reindeer-fkiin too, Tfacy. put anothet gar- 
ment of" {kin over this, and fome of them ufe for-that 
purpolb a fine-haired rdndeer pelt ; but thefe are now 
grown ■&> rare, that none but the wealthy dSmes^ can 
cut ? figure with them. The feal-pelts art the moft 
common, and they generally turn the rough fide out- 
wards, and the borders and feams are, ornamented with ' 
narrcm Aripes of red leather and white dog-fkin.' But 
at prefent moll of the m^ of fubftance wear their up- 
per garment of cloth, flripCd linen, or-cotton, yet 
made after the Greenland cut. Their breecbe^ ate 
of ifeal's-skin, or the thin-haired ^ins of reiadder^ and 
are very fliort both abotx and below. Their ftockings 
are mi^c of the skins of young feals fovlnd in the 
dam's body, and their {hoes of fmooth, blacky dreffed 
ieal's leather. They are ti^onthe inftep with a thong 
drawn through the fole beneath^ Tlie £^es fiand cut 
bending upwards for two inc^s breadth b^uild and 
before, and are folded with a great deal of nicety^ but 
they have no heels. Their boots are madejuft the 
f«ne. The Greenlanders that- are rich wear now 
fometimes woollen fbockings, breeches and caps. 
When they travel by fea, they pot on as a gre^t-coat 
over their common garment, a tuelii, i. e. a block, 
fmooth feal's hide, that keeps out water ; and perhaps 
underneadi too a fhirtof the inteftines of fome -crea~ 
ture in order to keep in their nttural heat and keep (df 
the wet. 

The Women's cloaths difter from the men's only in a 

-few things. Their jackets have high Ihoulders and a. 
higher hood } they are not cut all round even at the 
bottom like the men's, but they round oiF from the 
thigh downward and form both behind and beftsre a long 

• flap, the pointed extremity of which xewhcs bdowthe' 
knep. 
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138 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. III. 
knee, and is bordered with red cloth. They alfo wear 
breeches, with fliort idrawtrs under them. They are 
fend of making their flioes and boots of white or rett 
leather, and the feam which is before is jigured and 
fewed very neat. The mothers, and, children's nurfos 
or waiters, put on an amaut, i. e. a garment that is fo 
wide in the back as to hold the child, which generally 
tumbles in it quite naked, and is accommodated with no 
other fwadling cloths or cradle. To keep the infant 
from falling through, they bind the garment faft about 
their wuft with a 'girdle that hath a button or buckle 
before. Their every day's drcfs drips with greafe, and 
fwarms with lice, which they don't throw away when 
they catch them, (at which they arc as dexterous as. 
any beggar) but crufh between their teeth. But they 
keep their new and holiday drefs very neat. 

The men wear their hair Ihort, commonly, hanging 
domi from the crown of their head on every fide, and 
iquared (^ at their foreheads. Some cut it ofF as high 
as their poll, that their locks ntay be no impediment to 
their work. But it would be a reproach to a woman to 
cut ofF her hair. They never do it but in cafes of the 
tieepeft mourning, or if they refolve never . to marry. 
They bind their hair in a double ringlet at the top of 
their head, in fuch manner that a long broad roll or 
tuft, andanotber linle one over it, decorate die crown 
of the head, which they bind witii fome gay bandage, 
adorned perhaps alfo with glafs-beads. They wear the 
fame kind of gems in their ears, round their neck and 
arms, and round the borders of their clothes and iboes. 
They alfo begin to alter one thing or another in the 
mode of their drcfs, and the rich ones bind a iific- 
Jigured ftrip of linen or filk round their forehead, yet 
fo that the ringlet -of hair, as their moll ftately orna- 
ment, may not be covered and hid. But if they aim at 
being very beautiful, they muft have a thread, black- 
■ ened with foot, drawn betwixt the skin of their chin, 
and alfo their cheeks, hands and feet, which leaves 
fuch a black mark behind when the thread is drawn 3- 
way, as if they had a beard. The mother performs 
this painful operation on her daughter in her childhood, 
for fcar flie might never get a hulband. The Indians 
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in North-America, and feveral tribes of the Tartars, 
have the fame cuftom, not only the women but the 
men alfo, in order refpe£tively to make themfelves look 
beautiful or terrible. Our baptized Greenlanders have 
relinquifhetj this practice long ago, as a fenfekfs vani- 
ty that was meant for a temptation to lin. 

§4- . 
In Winter they live in Houfes, and in fummer in 
tents. The houfes are two fathom in breadth, -and 
from 4 to 12 fathom in length, according as more or 
fewer live in them, and jull fo high as a perfon can 
fland ered in. They are not built under ground, as is 
commonly thought, but on fome elevated place, and 
preferably on a fteep rock, becaufe the melted fnow- 
water may run off the better. They lay great ftones 
upon one another near a fathom broad, and layers of 
earth and fods between them. On thefe walb they reft 
the beam, the length of the houfe ; if one beam is 
not long enough, they join two^ three, or even four 
together with leather ftraps and fupport them with 

. poils. They lay rafters acrofs thefe, and fmall wood 
again between the rafters. All this they cover with 
hill-berry buflies, then with turf, and laft of all throw- 
fine earth on the top. As long as it freezes, thefe roofs 
hold pretty well, but when thefummer-rains come, they 
^I mollly in, and both roof and wall muft be repair- 
ed again the enfuing autumn. They never build fer 
from the water, becaufe they muft live from the fea, 

' and the entrance is towards tJie fea-fide. Their houfes 
have neither door nor chimney. The ufe of both is 
fupplied by a vaulted paiTage made of ftone and earth ■ 
two or three fathom long, entering through the middle 
of the houfe. It is fo very low, that 'tis/carce fuifici- 
ent to ftoop, but one muft almoft creep in on hands 
and feet, efpecially where we firft ftep down into the 
pafTage both from within and without. This long en- 
try keeps off the vrind and cold excellently, and lets 
out the thick air, for fmoke they have none. The 

, -walls are hung infide vwth old worn tent -and boat- 

Scins, faftened with naus made of the ribs of feals ; 

this 
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this is to keep ofF the damps ; the roof is alfo covered 
with tbem outftde. 

, From the middle of the houfe to the wall, the whole 
length of the houfe, there is a raifed floor or broad 
bench a foot high, made of boards and covered with 
Jkins. This floor is divided into feveral apartments re- 
iembling horfes-ftalls, by (kins reaching from the pofts 
that fupport the roof to the wall. Each family has 
ifucb a feparate ftall, and the number of families occu- 
pying one fuch houfe are from 3 to lO. On thefe 
Aoors they fleep upon pelts ; they alfo fit upon them all 
the day long, the men foremoft with their legs haog- 
ing down, and the women commonly crofs-leg'd be- 
hind them in the Turkifh mode. The woman coolcs 
}nd fews, and the man carves his tackle and tools. On 
the front-wall of the houfe where the entry is, arc fe- 
veral fquare windows, the fize of two full feet, made 
of (eal's g;uts and halibut's maws, and fewed fo neat 
and tight, that the wind and fnow is kept out, and the 
day-Jightletin. A bench runs along under the win- 
dows the whole length of the houfe, on this the flraa- 
gecs fit and ilecp. ' 

By every poll is a fire-place. They lay a block of 
wood upon the ground, and upon that a flat Hone j on 
die.ftone alow three-leg'd ftool, and on that thelamp, 
hewn -put of their French-chalk or foft baflard-marble 
a foot long, and formed almoft like a half-moon ; it 
fiands in an oval wooden bowl to receive the train that 
runs.Qver. In this lamp filled with train of fcais, they 
]ay on the right fide fome mofs rubbed fine inftead of 
cotton, which burns fo bright, that the houfe is not 
only fufficiently lighted with fo many lamps, but warm- 
ed too.' But the chief article is Dill behind, viz. that 
over this lamp a bafiard -marble kettle hangt by four 
ftrings faftened to the roof, which kettle is a fopt 
long and half a foot broad, and fbaped like a ktngiih 
box. In this they boil all their meat. Still over that 
they faften a wooden rack, on which they lay their wet 
deaths and boots to dry. 

As there are as many fire-places as fiunillcs in every 

houfe, and as there is more than one lamp burning in 

. <|ich of than day and night, their houfes are more 

equably 
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equably and more durably wanned, and yet not fo hot 
as the German ftove-heatcd rooms. At the fame time 
there is no icnfible exhalation, much lefs ftnpke, nei- 
riier b there the moft remote danger of fire. But then 
the flinic of fo many train lamps, the reck of fo much 
flefh and lilh often hatf-rotten, boiling over thefe lamps, 
and above all of their urine-veflels ftanding in the houfc . 
with their skins in them for dreffing, all this is a difa- 
greeable nuifance to an unaccuflomed nofe j however 
it is bearable. In other rcfpefts we are at a lofs which 
to admire moft, their excellently contrived houfe-keep- 
ing» which they have comprized witfiin the fmalleft cir- 
de J their content and fatisfa£tion in poverty, in the 
midft of urtiich they imagine they are richer than we ; 
or finally their apparent order and Hillnefs in fuch a 
narrow crouded compafs. 

On the outfide of the manfion-houfe they have theii' 
little ftore-houfes, in which they lay up their ftock of 
flefli, fifti, train and dried herrings. But all that they 
catch in winter is preferved under the fnow, and the 
train it produces is ftorcd up in large leather pouches 
of feal-fkin. Clofc by they lay up dieir boats with their 
bottom upwards, on fome raifed pafts, under which 
they hang their hunting and liQiing tackle and their 
fkins. 

In September they build or repair their houfes, for 
Commonly the rains make the roof fall in before the 
fummer is over \ this nWonry falls to the women's 
ibare, for the men never put their hand to any land- 
labour except wood-work. After Michaehnas they 
move in for the winter, and in March, April or Mayi 
according as the fnow melts foonet or later, and threatens 
to run through the roof, they move out again with 
rejoicing, and fpend the fummer in tents. They lay 
the foundation of thefe tents with little flat ftones, is 
form of an ohlong quadrangle; between thefe they 
faften from 10 to 40 poles, which lean upon a kind d( 
reft or door-frame about man's height^ and terminate 
in a fpire at top. They cloath thefe rilw with a double 
covering of feal-lkins, and thofe that arc rich hang it 
infide with reindeer fkins, the hair turned inwards. 
Tho 
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The bottom of the covering that reaches the ground, 
is flopped clofe with mofs, and loaded with ftoncs, that 
the wind may not over-turn the tent. They hang a 
curtain before the entrance inftead of a door, it is m^e 
of the tendercft pellucid entrails' of the feal, is finely 
wrought with needle>work, has an edging of blue or 
red cloth, and ties with white ftrings. This keeps 
out the cold air, and yet gives admiHion to a fuffictent 
glimmer of light. But the fkins hang above and on both 
tides a good way further than the door, and form a 
kind of porch, where they can place their ftores as well 
as their dirty veffels. 

, They do not in common boil their vi£tuals in the 
tenti but in the open air, for which they then make 
life of a brafs-kettle, and burn wood under it. The 
miftrefs of the houfe lays up her furniture in a corner 
of the tent, (for (he lets all her linery be feen only in 
fummer] fee hangs a white leather curtain over it, 
wrought by the needle with a variety of %urcs. On 
this file faflens her looking-glafs, pin-cu(hion and rib- 
bons. Every family has a tent of their own, though 
fopietimes they take in their relations, or a couple of 
poor families with them, fo that frequently 2D people 
live in one tent. Their deeping place and fire-place is 
the fame as in the winter-houfes, only every thing is 
more cleanly and orderly, and much more tolerable to 
an European both as to the fmell and the warmth. 

5 5- 
■ The Greenlanders cannot live by the produce of 
the Land. We have already fliewn under the article 
pf Plants and vegetables, the fcanty portion they have 
of berries, herbs, roots and fea-grafs, which ferve 
more for a dainty than diet. Their moft agreeable 
food is reindeer fiefh. But as that is now very fcarcc, 
and even when they get any if is moftly eaten during 
"the hunt, fo now their beft meac is the fleJb of the crea- 
tures of the fea, feala, fifhes and fta-fowls ; for they 
■don't much regard, partridges and hares. They dont 
<;at raw flefh, as feme think, and much lefs raw fifli. 
It is true, as foon as they have killed a beaft, they eat 
« little bit of the raw flelh or fat, and alfo drink a 
little 
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little of the warm bloody biit {lerhaps this is more oiit 
of fuperftition than hunger ; and when the wao»R 
ikins the feal, flje gives each of the female locJcers-on 
(for this would be a fhame for a man] a couple of bits 
of the fat to eat. *. The head and legs of the fcals are 
preferved in fummer under the grafs, and in thewinter 
the whole feal is preferved under the fnow, and the 
Greenlanders feall on fuch half frozen or half rottea 
feal's ftcft], called by^ them mikiaky with the fame xp~ 
petite and gout, as other nations do on venifon, ham 
or faufages. The ribs are dried in the air^ and Itud up 
in ftore. The other parts of the beafts, and efpecially 
all their birdi and fifhes, are well boiled or ftewe(4 
yet without fait, but with a little fea-wattr ; thougb 
indeed the largeft fifhes, as the halibuts, codd, falmrai, 
&c. are cut in long fliccs, wind-dried and fo eaten. 
The little dried capelins are their . daily bread. When 
they have caught a feal, they ftop up the wound di- 
rei^ly, that the blood may be kept in till it can after- 
wards be rolled up in balls like force-meat to make 
foop of. The inwards are not thrown away neither. 
They make windows, tent-curtains, and fliirts of part 
of the Teal's entrails. Thofe of the fmaller creatures are 
eaten, with no other purgation or preparative, but 
preffing out their contents between their lingers. They 
fet a great value upon what they find in the maw of a 
reindeer, and fend fomc of it as a prefent to their beft 
friends, calling it nemkaky that is to fay, eatable; 
this and what is found in the guts of the partridge, 
they mix with frefli uain and berries, and mak? a de- 
licacy of it, that reliOics as high to them as woodcocks, 
er fnipes do to others. Again they take frefli, rotten 
and half-hatched eggs, fome crowberries, and fome 
angelica, and throw them all into a feal-Ikin fack filled 
with train, and this they referve for a winter's cordial. 

■ Here I cannot afnlc what an Eurepeaa afland me, that when be wit 

out buDting, if be Hiet ateindeer, be followed the eiani|tlB of theGrecO' 
landns, and often affwiged his hunger with a piece of the raw flcni, nor 
did he find it fa very hard ofdigefUon, but it fumed rather to I'atiate hitn 
' lofs than boiled meat. They lay the Atj^nlaiu alio eat nw flclh, afld can 
digeft it io their hot rfiroate. The realbn therefore why we eil our ddh 
b^ed, is, bftaule it taflo bener, and aAbrds a bEttet jiounBimsnt. 

Out 
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Out of the IkiiM of fitj-fcrwl they fuck the fat with 
ttieif teeth and lips ; and when they come to drefs the 
feal-lkins, they tdcea knife and fcrape off* the fat, which 
could not be clean feparated at the flaying, and make a 
kind of pan-cake of it> which they eat very favouril^^ 

-They don't drink train as fomc have reported, but 
they ufe it in their lamps, Ue. and what they don't 
•Want they barter. Yet they like to eat a bit or twO 
of feal>^ with their dry herringe, as alio to fry their 
Jifl) in it, tirft chewing it well in the mouth and then 
'throwing it out into tii£ kettle. Their drink is clear 
wawr, which ftandt in the houfe in a great copper vef- 
■fe], or in a wooden tub which is very neatly made by 
-them^ crSannantei with filh-bone diamonds and rings, 
-and provided widi a pewter ladle or dipping dilb> 
't'hey briftg in a fupply of frelh water every day in 
a pttchar, «4iich is a leal-lkin fewed very tight, that 
AnelU like half-tumed fole-leather ; and that tbcif 
-water may be cool, they chufe to lay a piece of ice 
or a little Ihow in it, which they feldom want. 

They are very dirty jn drelEng their meat, as well a) 
Jnevffi'ythingelle. They feldom walh a kettle ; thedogs 
often ^^e them that trouble, and. make their tongue 
the difliclotb. Yet they like to keep their baflard-man- 
ble veflels neat. They lay their boiled meat in wooden 
dithes, having lirft drunk the foop, or eat it with fpoons 
made of bone or wood ; but their undrefled meat lies 
on the bare ground, or en an old Ikin not much 
cleaner. Fifli, tiiey take out of the diib with ^etr 
lands, pull fowls to ' pieces with their fingers or their 
teeth, and flefti-meat they take hold of with their 
teeth, smd bite -off the mouthful. When all is over, 
they make the knife ferve the office of a napkin, iot 
they give their chopsa fcrape with it, lick the blade, 
and lick their liagecs, .and ib conclude the meal. In 
like manner when they are covered with fweat, they 
ftroke thttt too down into their mouths. And when 
they voucfalafe to treat an European genteelly, th^ 
Jiru ^ick the piece of meat he is to eat, clean from the 
blood and fcum it had conCra^ed in the kettle, witli 
their tongue ; and Iltould any one not kindly accept it, 
I hi: 
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4«&iftagtheir cji-iUiy; ;: ■. j . t 

::. Tbeyeat wbenthfTjr K«)i»ngi7-. ^Mtruvtbeeveaing:^ 
wheB-ti>« nwa bring Iww tlw fp«'s "f 'th* <*»?* they 
bMc the principst mcaL, 49<i wc va^ />]«: in slKing the 
iMhtt' fixities in tHe h<m(e th» ri^ ^{itdkipt hsve 
i^Wght flp^iing, to ^ I^Jr gueA*4 «r>ir«Kd than part 
of it. Th« men eat fiift alone by ttctmAJMa, but the 
women don't forget themlelvea neither. Nay, as all 
that the mah brings, fafh ihto their hands, they often 
f9tdk them&lver aftd o^^ra id tbt jtbTeliociaf^the jtien 
[to, their dcfTtmeat. At fuch tinea tbeixgfeateajojrris 
tQ dee the ^itdre^tAuffohvlrpaunche') {oMU thatithfiy 
tpU about upon ti^ ftM)r» .in vriettlxi: \ter.abit to :BHfcs 
i^DOm^for moic ,„ .,._. ';..-, ■ !■ .-, -.r:. v - .-I 

The«' take no thought for the ihorrtw. i^Hmk thty 
:«)>tfua4 dtufcir iio si^Lco thdr btwliietba^sBcLglut- 
ioav, zad ^iiy like to itave a 4ant« »ftf»- it t Dfiqg; 
jovi^ tn hopes that Ac fta mil fHrsi&thsir faoanl lirich 
£Kfk fuppUes ctrery'ttty. But by tni by vrlufifit&K^ 
tiiliyt titae oomes, aoEt the ffisb 'w'ithdraw fnom-^^ilHfoB 
tiU May, or if anycdier c»la£mity» B^ grfU £fa(t3«od 
Cold, and tery had wikiUKr hsf^MPt then tilky mlUl 
perhifs Struggle with hutige^ fprdaytl MgnChec; ndy 
the^ are often t^liged'to mate .« iiatxovE'filci9>e wi4n 
their lives by eating mufcJcs, fea-weed,ryfa. pl(li«*- 
ftiw and flioe-fotes, Jf itjiey we bi« fo ftwttioate as to 
Mve train enough to-hwi it. aod afoi fit)' iMoy » one 
pet;ilb(« with hungvr. , i - • ■'■ ■ 'i ■' ' 

If dieif Are goes oi^^ tiiey. can kiajfe tt a^ain hy 
tittning round a ftick-yeryqwck-with.ar Artng thccn^n 
a I»lc in a piece of *fom. -. -j^-; . ■■" 

They love dearly Ktf eat foeeign fijojl jf .diej' . ran gtt 
it, Vtt, bread, pe»fe« (iatmeai Bod flbok-^i x^d 
manly of them arc butiitoo fbfld^y aeniftifniact t»v-it. 
- Butthfejr fcive a great averfionfor ftriiitfs A«fr,lby fteihg 
■ how thisbcaA devours all&rtsof garbage. They: have 
formerly abhortcdftmngtiquorB, aod.-callfd:tban mad- 
■wMter, But thofe that have more»iteKO[trr^'wil>h-the 
£utdpeart3, would gladly ckink h if they. ceuM'Mt p^y 
'i(»:'iL' They fomeCtnei 9rig;n thanfelTCs; 'fick, ta. get 
adrMBof bratidy^'4od ia.truth it ^liin^tfadliie: #f 

VaA, I. L , many 
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iqanyxonc when dieylikve^dWt^t^'tfieinfelvesi Thel^ 
laft alfo Wc to fmokc tobacco,' but- theyi can't "puP- 
chafe a ^ufflditnifj'. HcKrcver they dry tobtfcco leaves 
upoivahotblate, tliid poUnd'thtrti'lil a Woddert'rfteitw 
tii take' as: iriuff, ■Aniihe^ tu<c Jfeimirad to h noMr/reih 
;th«r chfldljood, that th«y cannMleWe^k 6ff, noriH*- 
-deed do: tia^-Ccarce dittt \at^. H off, becauft It^.'ttlefr 
-ranning wMiy-eyts. - . ^ . ,, i .,;:.' 

::.,:■; .■■:;,■■■.. m- -;:.,:.'■;; ""T!: 

'■ Themttbodsand ImpJemonts of^<1jeii'prbcurl(ig tbeir 
' hVlliKAllaiiCe aft) fofimple, a.AA^yct fo «'e11: cIMti^MMl 
';aiid~accomm(klated''to i^slr-|ii^[i^e, that-'tbougtt *ffc 
^flUAildbeat a-tbfs how to Ufa '4h(im,. they cui 'mantigi: 

better with them than we with our diuct more'estgen- 
.fiVtinflrumcmK ■ '-' ■ -'■''■■ ■ "^T 

■-; In fonner- time* they mithfufc of boWs jEt*ikrti 
^^me t they' were made of £bftfir:ft fathom itf -length'; 
I'mi k» make Jr^he AiiTer, it Vr^s'bbund -round wit^ 

Whflte-bond «rliivews, ^.^he Atiifg-waa of {sntvfi Uid 
^ the' arrow- etf woody poitktsd kforrwith ba[btd"bbnt, 
^aud win^ behind witba'CDUll)c\of^ ravens feathen. 
^Buttijefe awnouwe'to befc«itn«w, {mcfAaj cam 

bay or b<»roft fowling piecet> Thed«Ccriftiort9t their 
■ "bow may b^beft fcai in Miiit'x Narrative ofthi Bfiui- 
'*taux.-^.:\^i,'- . , -■:■.■. :-'•■■- • -'.'<.- 

< For Sea-»abie (bey princij^bUyiUfe five ihftniments. 
I. ;rh»-. '-MfMfiiei or bar^-Qiirt with a bladder. 

The fliaft is two yards long, and an irteh -and h^f 

ioand, A pidot of ibone of a*^!! long runs into the 
; ftie-parf ttf; i»,' to* move ia'-and oucj this Js<arn«d 

with the harpoon of bone, tahich tor full hdf a'ffmn's 
' Itngdi has b^bs,' ahdis-poirtteidattheeiidwith an iron 

fpikean ihdl.broid. At the but-^nd of the fliaft are 

two- flat pitces'^of whiUe-bOne a fpan-^Iong and two 
:. fingers 'brMif', of ihi fliape bf -a Jwejjver's ibu^, mi- 
'- fwering tbcendbf the 'feathers on-an shtmy to make 
-the caft;d]e moke direA ^iti fure. Betwixt ^tbefe is 
ofitted in, -the .teftoc handle nrhoswith it ts flung, two 
• feet iobg; - »he. bheldthiofffi- thnnib beneath, and fotr 
'times as. much above, and' tumog.a notch on both 

£dcs -ill orioKito procure a -f^t boU for the thumb and 
.-■ 5 -I foM-iWigcr 
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"that tiief may'not be forced oat too far, two upper or 
gunnel-rib» 
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^aimUnbt to t4ic ostfidie J>ind them in; Thde 
fimr sib* are &fteaed to th« tiotber fore aftd aft. Tbc 
beams, pqfti and bcipffhcc aie not Aflened with iron 
paiis, irtiich.nuglK e^y nift and fiat Iwtes in d>e fkinsj 
' kdt vriifa'woodui pins and irtiale-bone banfa. The 
OtVcDlaider perfomw his worlc with real fkill and 
'beamy. 'FJiou^ lu u&^ndcher rule nor fcjuarcj ;^c 
his «^ motss out cbe due proportion. Alt; the tooU 
he-^wfa fier this and all ot^r wwlc* arc a tiftte lock- 
Cdr, a chifel,' (w^ich when faftened oa a wood^ 
haft, fervcshim' for a hatchet) a little gimlet, and A 
flwrp pointed pocket-knife. When the ajrtift has com- 
pleated the ribs or (keletmn of the boat, the woman 
jsovtirsit with frtik-dTeSJei io£t tola leather, and c&lks 
the feavis with old gteafe, fo that thefe boats doo't leak 
&i mrxdi as wood m ones fa^ for, becanfe the flitches 
iather fwell in the w^tar. If they chance to rip a hole 
ufpn afharp ftoQCr theyfew a patch upon it dircfUy. 
£hi^ they muftbe covered over ^new almoft every year. 
Thde-boats are row«d by the wonen, whofc number 
■is eommonly four, .and . one Aons it behind with an 
oar. It would be i/£cvdaJs for a man to nveddJe, ex- 
cept: die. grcatdft nead&ty covpels him to lend an hand. 
.The oars are flioataiid heoad before, pretty much like 
% Aorel, only longer, and they are confined to their 
-place OB fhe gunnel, witha Azap of feals leather. In 
die>fe*eKpart they eicA i [ioie for a mail, and fpread a 
ihS made of' ^t^&iiu &mei together, a fathom 
high and a fathom wid- hatf hroad. The rich Green- 
landers make it of "white liden. with red flripes. But 
tbey can tmjy fail before the wind, aadeveo then can- 
notkeep pace with an European boat under fail. On 
toother hand they have this advantage, that when the 
wind is contruy or calm, they can row much h&^r 
■iba^omn. Thc^coaft.aliingin thefe boats front one 
■'■^iir to another, voyaged ^om two to four hundred 
■ioigmtf. towards n^rth aad (oath,, with th^ ttnts, 
. bnire-funntore arid.''nEh»fe Sibflancc, and often lo or 
3(lo people be&des.' - Bnl' d>c men rowr, near at hand, 
oin'thciriKaiaks, withvAlch they ihelcer. the boat from 
tfab gnat^ waves, and incafe of'needlayholdof l^e 
^unral.ii'bhitlieiciliands nk.keep it upoo'-ajballanoe. 
('-^■i L3 They 
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Tkiy gtaisniUy' travel XzJca^wsa.day inthdeixxiti. 
Attvcryn^llw's lodgiijg thejr unload, pitch thektant^ 
draiv thoir boat flfliore, turn. it uplide down, ai>d load 
the beatna for« 9hd eft^with Adnes, that thfe Wine} lai^ 
tiot blorr it awjiy/ If,at Any time the covftr^ill jiot 
pernut. them to. pafs, 6 or S, of tfaetn taki-tHc boat 
upon tbeirhesds and convey it.oKr land toanjone&v 
vouraWe, wwcr. ..The European&^have ailb builtthem- 
felvefe fuch boats, and find they are of more fervtcein 
cectain fcafon^ aAdocSupatioiu than their heavy woptkii 
longi'btjats. .., 

The litije Man's-boat, tailed in Graenloidifli iw/ai, 
IS 6 yards in length,; Iharp'ac head and fiem, juft Ittr 
a weaver's {huutc^ -fcaicc a. faDC'and halfbroad in du 
faroadefl middle ,^rty and hardly a foot deep. .- It is 
iiuilt of a keel like a IJender^iiipe-flaff', long fide-hufaa, 
with crofs hoops not quite round, bound together widi 
whale-bone, and' is covered over with fome ft^-drelTcd 
ieal's leather. as die. woinenU boat.; only the leathen ia- 
clofesitiiloe aibagon all fu&sij Aver the top as well as 
beneath. Bbch the iharpr ends . ^ head and ftem are 
fortified with an .edge of bone, having a knob at tq>., 
that they may not receiveidtimage fo foon by rnbbing 
.againft the flones. lathe middle 6f the covering of 
the Kaialc there is a xouhd- hdle, widi a rtm of hoop 
of wood or bone, thejireadth ^f two fingers., The 
Oreenlander fli^s into this hole with bis fKt, and:itts 
down on a board'covercd:!witfajifoft fkin ; whxn he is 
-it), the ritn reat^es only above his hips. He tnclts Ac 
tinder-part of.his water-pelt or great-doat fo tight round 
thiirim or hoop' of the kajak, that the water can't 
penetrate any where. The watei-coat is at theiome 
time buttoned clofe abouthisf3Kx> and arms .tviab bone-' 
: buttons. On 'the fide of the Kajal;, the&ftole&nted 
lance iiosretidy u;idu' rotns: ftiapa faAeaoA agrafe the 
'kajak. Befiire himilies his-linercAlod up ii^Hina' little 
foundrailcd fpat made fbc itf' and. behind Mm^tt 'ibe 

■ feal-Hcin bladdai, . \His pauHt^or oar, (wliidi Js^imode 
.of Ibliditd deU, ftrengthened' witha/tkini^te tfalre 

■ ^ngdrS'broad at. each end; and-with inlaid boaeaitlie 
.::r -' ^ '. fides) 
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hies) this he lays hold of wjth both Hanis in the mid- 
dle, af)d llrilces the water on both fides veiy quick, 
aiid to regulaf as if he was beating time. Thus eqinii- 
ped, away he goes a fifliing, and has as high a concert of 
hltnfelf as any Mr. captain on his Oitp. And verily 
oh^ can do no other than Airvey the Greenlaoder iii' 
this' his parade, with admiratioti atid plka(fiire ; and his 
fab!^ fea-veftment, fpotted with many white btme- 
buttons, gives him a ftately appearance. They can 
row extremely faft in them, ana upon pc'cafion, if a 
letler requires "expedition from one colony to another,; 
they'can perform 20 or even 24 leagues a; day, TTicy^ 
fearnollorm in their kaj ales. As long as a Ihip can 
carry its top-fail, even in ftprmy weather, they arc not 
frighted at the boifterous billows, bccaiife they can 
f*Tm over them Kfcc an arrow, and even if a whole 
wave breaks over them, yet prefcntly they are again 
fkimming along the furface. So it is with the iaiak. 
If:a wave threatens to overiet them, they counterad 
its force and keep themfelves upright on the water by 
riieir oar. Nay cvcji if they are overturned, they give 
uiemfelves fuch a fwin^ \yith their oaf, while they lie 
with their head downward underwater; that they mount 
agaiq In their proper pofture. But if ^as ! they lofe 
i^ieir oar, they '&re cominonly Ipft, ^rifi:ft anyone is 
Iiear. at handto ftelp'thcm up. 

■'. . .■■ . '■' 59- ■ 

Some Europeans baye advanced h fir^- after a great 
deal of 'applicarion^and labour, as to be able to di- 
ycrt themfelves in the ICajak wheh, the weather anl- 
Watei* ;is liill, but feldoni arc they qualified to fifli in it, 
or to help themfelves' in the leaft danger; " Now as the 
Greenlanders are'endpcd with aii art and dexterity here- 
in, quite pe^ulr^tdthcmfdves, MAIch-amahmuft ad- 
mire with a mixttire of panic and pleafure ; and as they 
arc obliged to provide ail their maintenance in thefe lit- 
de cock-flielh, in wh'rch they are exfK>rcd to fo much 
danger, 'that mariy a bite perifliej in the deep; there- 
fore Thopc it wiH-notbe difagreeable'to read fomc'of 
the maneeuvres ?.nd. cxercifes, which the Greenlanders 
muft learij frdiil their youth" up, in regard'to recovering 
L 4 themfelves 
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thefpfelv'es anJ itetoat after ieing* overturned in the 



move the ottier end wit& t)ipir hand, fo as to rear 

lie behind theifnCck, widHoli 
:, or, 

1 tY^ii back } lb tnrertum, an4 
:heir hands behind ihem, with- 
■ife and'recover, ; ■, 

ipne IhouUer, take hold of it 
id the other behind theh biick:, 

and thu3 emerge" from the deep. 

Thcfe exercifes are of fervice in cafci whepc the 

pautik is entangled with tlip ftrihg j but becaufe miy_ 

(nay alto quite lofeitj in'which diti great«A dangec 

lies, therefore, 

9^ Another exercife is, to run the pautik through 

the water under the kajaj?, hold it fait on both iiaes 
2 with 
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with their fate lying, on the Ic'djak, in this pofitioii o- 
veiiurn, and" rife again by movjhg. the oar fecundiuA or- 
Umoa the top of the waief.froift fceneith. This i< 
pf fervice when ihe^ lofe'the qjar during the oveHettiflg, 
ahd yet tee It fwimming 6ver them^ to learn to manage 



The GrtCHlah'defs have thrai^ways of catehf ng feah,. 

either fingly, with the bladder j pr in compaiiy, \hy 

thectapptf-k^tV ofittthewii^tei'tinthtfictf. * WHtfe- 

fottiaybeaddta'theftootirte theritWiUi agub. ■ ■ ' ' 

The 
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put it into a bcttci capacit)c of rwloiming after him, for 
which purpofc he faitens it jo th^ Jefc-fide of his ka- 
jat. . . . 

In. this cxercifc the Gre^nlapder is cxpof^d to tht; 
moA and greateft dattger of, bts Ufe ; which is probs:? 

,..1' ■ ' b'y 
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hlythe ieafbiiitt]BMhe}raall Aiiimatifl' AQiny-.i0mtvi^ 
i. e. 'tlK-<£xtiRdiiDnl. via. <itf 'difib ) For ir.fthfip JiKf 
ibontduEoitai^leiitfelf, asittcB61^nniy>ia-itS;r»tUwiwi 
violent thJotioo, qt if It dumliliMitcb tioldn^t^frl^^^ 
or fhouldwiiiditfeif ■r»u4d!4he>»BJ!i ■pr.thff-bSft^eV*- 
ven theueclc, as ic fainetiake»<jc>ea m wttdy itwifhe^ 
or if thcfeal-ihbuld- ttuir^deitjr; tp th^ fttttc«-&w iff 
the boat ; tt.'can't ^e ot)Ktrwire:tba» tlw(>f}ia^fiH|}iOc 
mud b&ovcrtarivi^'^ tha ming^' vnl^rQW(Mk>w&,-:H^ 
dcr W3tw. On fuch: deil^aEatei.occsfiioiifi ttli#;'T|iQOr 
Greehlaiidei ftands in iicsiUxtrrall ihe vts^Avfcc'ih^ in 
the fomiei Sc^iHi, to diientangle hieifolf fi^na.: die 
firii^, and to^faifchimifelfupfriim uodenthewSter fe- 
v«ndiitneBil~uccefitve[y,'titrihe>riiil eontinuaj^y be ovep- 
turningciilhe hasiquiee:difei<giiged himfelf from the 
line. Nay arbcn he imi^nei hiiri^lf.to b«:eutof all 
danger, and comes too near tht^ytr^ >fe^)j it:.inayfl:iH 
bite him in the face or hand ; and a female feal that 
has young, inflead of flying the field, will fometimes 
fly at the Gnenlander in th:^ mofl Vehement ragcj'^d 
do him a.mHchief,:or bite ^ hofd io' his kajaktbiiebe 
muft ftnk. ■'-!:• i i 

§ ■;• ' 

In this way, lingly, ihey con kill nane.hut the caie- 
lefs ftupidi lad xxlled aitarfaak. Several in company 
mufl pur&e. the cautious iaj^ai by the clapper-hunt. 
In the fame muinet they alio furround and kill the at- 
tarfoit'in great numbers at certain feafons ibf tbe year} 
■fqr in auttunn they retire into' the creeks or inlets in 
fiormy weather, as in th^-Nepifet Soifnd in B^l'f 4ver, 
between the main land and the ifland Kiuigek^ which is 
fiill twoieagues long but very narrow. There the Green- 
landers cut off their retreat* and frighten .thep? ■ upder 
water by fhouting, clapping and^throwing: t^^s, but 
as they mull come up again coittinuaUy t^ 4[8w t^r^th, 
then they perfecute them pgaio' till they are tir^ ,and 
at iall are obliged to ^a.fSa long above .^t^r^ that 
they furround tfa^m and kill thfim With theiJl-tbfki)*! of 
dart de£;rihed in the ^th-Se^Udn. Durifig this hunt 
.we have a. fine ofiportuntcy to fee tlu: agility,^ of the 
; Gnenllindert, or, if I may call it'fo, their Huflar-Iike 
manoeuvres 
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d^HMCOiwei. ^V1utn ^e Aral rifes out «f the w^tcr^ 
Aejr idl fl/u^il it aajf tliey had wines wlthaddiK-' 
me Mife ; tfa* pooF ennturc k ftmttd to. dhre agun 
cKnM^t «id the mMtienthe do»y they di^ierfe a- 
gkte' as' ^ a» diey cow, and cnry one' give* faced to 
£i<(poA^ tdlfcewhueit wiU flart i^again'j which, is 
tfi Wicmaift diilig> andis cAaua^ydunA (juaitenof 
ft eallfl 'liota the former ^wt) If a fiaJ has a good 
VrtndinrACTa 3 or 4 le^uet cadi vay, itcaq kcepths 
IjNtttfinen io play fora cou[^ of hours, before *ris lb 
f[kintth« they can fuiTound and kill it. If the fealin iu 
Fright betakes itfclf to the land for a retreat, 'tis Mvel-* 
corned vith flicks atid ftones by the women and chi)' 
dreh, and prefendf pierced -by the men i^ ^rear. 
iPhis is avery lively ,Mid averjr ppoiilable direrfitm -for 
the Grteitlandert, for many timet one man will have R 
or itf fdals for bii Huat^ 

§ 12. 
The 3d HMKhfid of killiilK feals upon die ice, is 
noftiy pndifcd in Difto, uMiere the bays. are frozien 
over in the winter. There are .feveral wayt bf proi- 
ceeding. The feals themfelves make fometimes holes 
in the Ice, where they come and draw breath ; neaj 
fnch a hdle'a Qreinlimdcr feats hiioielf on a^ itool, 
ffutttng hit fett on a lotrer one t6 keep Itbem' from tht: 
cold, ~ KcrwAiien the feal comes and pttts its noie to 
liK bdid, hd piefces it inftanttr with his hjopoAn, then 
-bteaki the hole Wger, and draws it out! and kitb it 
'^uite. Or a Greenlander iays himfelf upon Ins belly 
4n ft' kiAd'of a Oedge near '6tlier holes, wiienthe fexis 
«<Hne'<nit upion die ibe to balk thetnrelvei iil the fun, 
Keffr (Hte ^reat hole they make a little one, and ano- 
thct'Onsftlander puct a batpqpn intoH with avery 
t«AB - ft^ or pole. He that ]ie« upon the- ice looks in^ 
to ^'grub btile, till he fees a feal cotnifig under the 
hHpcJ6tt>' then ha gives the other the fignal, who 
fiJA5the'1k«Lltkr«ughwithaHhlsmiglit..'- 
'' fr'4trtOtMnlinder:fotSB.ftallyingiieJR-it«hdeut». 
^SA tin tie, he Hides akng u^ tut .b^ towards i», 
^tv^gS'his ti«ttl iAd grvms lUte a feal^ aod.thc fKxrr kml 
';...- ,.■-.;..: .. ,'■... , , If, ithndcing 
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diliA^:'^ obe of kt inabocim CDopxiittnf, ]«Mi bu« 
come near enough to pierce it with hit long <urt. V!:<,rrt 
'' ^Vh«i ^ btrjent -«nv«a gnat bole^^fiha icftin 
flib-fpriwf ihgOieeHl iu fc w fiiiat ihajM'na-t^-immi 
h^'-i^)l''%er^al»qMM innAr«naaD«hB bifak:i|3,fittfdi 
Weatb. niMl dttv-dtef UU ilKBi •with Aftr'^UH^opMl 
MfttiyjAffliate UM ^ott Allies irUtethajFlikfli^Hg 
taxi iit0ttn^itizlM&iti..-'; ■ -r !.-.; . 

■. i . ,'],...l ^".n .■;:;::' -;:■■! . ■- ^l-zr ii:i 

mu I i<»B« w <^ W H" H W W t inn ^r l- " -' ■I "" ! ! ]; ^' ui l ntn 

■ . I :i .If'; ,•-■ ' ^li^ll^vL ■■■'.• ■".""■^"* 
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ifitf ya^[ig;-Aflofna*aK:«nl]r.to!(>Sbr'<lier:4j'pMW.i]^!^ 
fiiuff. -i'-T- :y c'. ^;:; li:,-;.-;; .y.: .j -; ir ...jna isv.: jrnoT 
li Ain>h^ does hot dank tftmmtrpn^.iSl itH i^-ptvve 
^tMHtyl^fctPsbldi 4(uc:^ti9c«4eB!hejB(JlaUlipiB«d .up-- 
oa^li^cliariiiifaa'pfcffiMii-^tiiniirii ^otl^^rithad -Miur 
ftt^^«BAfatifi^htr'/hirpirditi <^-facanA tehltien^.ttif 

look after a marriage dowiy, focrful gittvnofbjng. ifkl) 
his bride but her cloaths, her knife, her lamp, and ac 
Ainlicft u ftone-toiterj aiul o fmi a o t fe w u e l i i b u t 
he looks at her fkijl in.houfwiCery and fewtng ; and 
ihe on the other ha'nd pays tne ditcf regard to his being 
a good hunter. Their parents cotifedt diredljr, for 
tktj Tet ^eir'diilSTekt,' •I'ptttiill^thsir iany^taw<tlmr 
will in every thing.- 1wa^tKA^i4end a couple of old 



cv to tie the knot. 
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. 'However, 'Tome p'arents-ctkt'tfflft (b fetde thetr^^cfait* 
drHi ttMmtcIves, mA ftinw evth' tie»ot)i vbinA'to ~4kdt 
other in' tt]dlr«faildhodd, 'ind cotfSnh tho '«t9«rtA 
with mutuat-pledgM, ^dfld-in'TMs-erfe tttey comb'W^ 
<ther ai'looii as th«v'pleale'i#lthOUc-aily f6rtdi^«etrai»M 
Tiy. Swnetimee^ xQrecnlaii<lt» tiiar hSJ dnewit^ahcoct^t 
briheShsmeianothBrbyfcirOei'lf hrfilids'bBpa«>|»w*o» 
stone, dfe^n-ic^t dinner',' 'hiit,iW'thisaife4i(J itoft 
p)>ovi<te hitnfetf v^iiihi'tbt)c«tft,-4e&i'le Jlibutil eoiue>-» 
Mo*«,'^^'hQft«vein}*ir6toftMW:dlp^are. vtj icriv 
- Tbey-rdldelil mMtyfiHftiXMfiiw, oreven Heri^ru Jlfft 
are no rel;itlMi9;'iif 'tliCy'-liAvcfbecif'bKd uplto^eAbr-iil 
<m« llDuie'ss adt*^ ehildtb^. ; @n ^ <Ah«r IwaU 
there are inftances, though but very few, that a miA 
takes to «*€t\«vowr»*rtersat.iKie lame lime^iorariio- 
ther and the- daughter iOie'blings with her t M 'fach 
"things are <Kli«uS t« thb mcrfliJ -i- ■:-/■.-.: v.- 

' " P^ygaMy it not viry ■coqUnon iOiang dmttv'ifbr 
-l^ce tmeinnreti^ hat ttwi uri-nn ' Amuvdm^'bxs; 
'doesfndeed'AdtfesderliifldS^fgnttfnlfiiouV'likt^iiKthcr 
'is regard^as ai good' earner: :in that he^ CM imiBlsiii 
them. Andasit i« tgreHrHmjac&tofiavenbx&Udreii; 
efpecially hofon^ whd might bcthe fiay of ^tlifcir itrid 
age ; to that ei^,4htMb capafeleo$ provldingfite fnoHd; 
are apt to thiftkoiF more tbaH:one wife. Yetaftep all^ 
becaufe^cis however a thing'butef < the commba cbttrie, 
fuch expole tbmnfi^et'to the critKlfm- t^ tktr.-Qteai* 
landers, whethwtit WM-aire^mLitD the W8lf^a£ the 
family, orlafernoulhcft^': tbu was'jifae red inoenttivc tb 
it i But if'ama^ engrofla^t^ntKXjpionk- mvei, (Sams 
inllances W M'hich thereiHV^ 4s,w^ as of .a womaji 
having two hulbatKls) he certau^y incurs tiie,la& aS 
every body's t^gue. ^lae wMnen are uneafy in their 
•ininds about fdch things, -erpBciklly. line* thtj. bxvb 
heard that it is piohibitol in ctoi^iah-counCiie^. rOn 
the other hand fome wives .pcrAfade their huflnndatp 
the^e Heps ; cind they both fbmetinest from adtiinvof 
getting iiTue, have recourfc to fucb pn>je£b:asjta'<i &t- 
• ber married couple would feeiftveryflrange... ti ,- :. 
' They conduct their Marriage with toleabls. pteA 
order, at k^- they have atr ensugh. to..cimte^ tte 
•breaches of conjugal fidelity, fo that but little of ic 
tranfpires. 



Digitized tvQOOgle 



tnAfpines. Y^ it nufcc f»Sm p^r wMCliout angiy 
lofAs mi wor^B'Ofl botJiWes, ■ae4 isrqwune? tiM ii«*» 
ntagcts ibiaek Rye [ Wjucl) is t&4 oyxe rpmtrli;able» 

peowtoftrAke. Neither ta.'tlwiQ^triaBpiual coiuica^fv 
jmnrooUR vrittr thnm, bwt the oun imay; ^e. nyvy h|^ 
wBci dpeeidV if Art ha; 09 childrvn.. .Thi» h9 4ocp 
iriidi lisle fxrameitfft- ht 99iy ^ve$ her « Csur )qf^, 
aoamhos £ittthi aild i]sVs.itQt fetunn bcibe, i^n fyt b- 
veral days. She pRremas; bis (nggftiflg jdjrp^y, .pacltf 
Bp;htrcl(»th» »Bdrefw}M8*Til&- ♦»«, friejjda.. After- 
wards, ia'i^waiiQiuAirQie4ait^tif'hi^6i( se.ptvr 
iaataaAxgr^ibltvpf^iihit to briiig »» o4iun> upov 

ScmttinrsB wife flopss of h«r«wn. R^xvclt If % 
e«D!t agtt^ with jJw otj^iemstef in fbehoufe j whic^ 
mav eafily happen, as the hi^bsaj'? siwtber Hlwayfr 
mtitMBtria ^ (uportorijiy c^rff tbi^ of hv 'c^ ^uid 
^leats tbewife not jnveh b«tler thiw •■wt^ But ndr 
thcraf «be$iiepAfMiiHta4fite.accur4 tf ehcf teivP bail 
ohiUno.' ta^tittr^ ttpKitHy bOh for /(^s ara thp 
fifdttaifandnrs gKtfcft UmttH mi thf hiAiecunty of 
khetr fobfiAeim. in i:»ft of. fepiva^, thsy always 
^rflmvtdvt nM>f)u9i«: iiot.uti tb^ tp bp prc}'»i}e4 oe 
ptsn after ker death to -ntuu ipia f ty tbv fAther to Tmp-' 
Itortidaidnbis old^a^. Xlujin hayn-aUii^.hnwi inftan^ 
en. afber.divwcq, that 9nfl^af to)ttniflfi«>e|p^ia}I/ the ~ 
faulbaRil, hnchruRiintbthAidiealy 4e^m Woidt^ibs 
.faccttfiDfih as Ifoig, a>. he Jiyed. 54«i^{n«« fifch z 
hdnnjit-hajt}! 4wnllt.<nan|r, ^eara ia (^p cavernt and 
kapt faim^f alive hyituplmft hut |j]^ tW^ys ftt thie 
£gbt bf i-httinaa ctbmum.: No oMi^ftts- to ventHR 
atone fev inta the (laiM . wkK* fuck a ^^itre r^ort^, 
hscau^ihejr thifl|c.thei» Iw^a are: not ^f^, How^veti, 
fiuh <)oin»U and ft^antiMs only hsppen hetwep^pw^ 
pleia their youiger yitwi, wfito mamsd wthtOMt diyi- 
ibn*dion^it. Ths.fihhtr tb^ grow, the- taprc ii\ff 
lovs-ouejuiDther. 1.. 

'< If a man's only wife din, a few dsiys after, he adorns 

Innfel^his.hpufe and diibken'in the beft sunner pof- 

jgbls}' buthuKajak.and. darts> which are his greateft 

. -- . ., . pandfi 
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Chap. 1. Of THBIll DOMESTIC CoKpUCT. " l6| 
jpanide, ' muft above all be in the fineft order, and alt 
this to render himfelf amiabW. However^ he abftains 
from alt nierry company, and docs not re-enter the 
married Hate till a full ytfar is elapfed, unlefs he has 
fmall ^ildCen and no-body to nurfe them. In cafe of 
more than one wife, if the chief or proper wife die^ 
then the fecbndary or junior wife takes her place. She 
mull join in the funeral howl, and even lead the chorus 
of lamentation, out of puniSiUo, (tears on tl^Is occa- 
fion never fail) yet, the voice betrays that the' heart 
takes but little jhare in it. She carefTes the motherlefs 
children of the deceafed more than her own, flie laments 
that they have been hitherto ne^ei^d, uid aftfully in- 
finuates that fhe has redi£ed tir redrelW this or the 
other defeft in the houlwifery of the deceafed.} yet a{l 
the while pretending to praife her ; fo that one can't 
help wondraring af the artful flattery of thefe otherwiJ': 
unpolUhed people. 

§ !+• ' ; : ; 

The Greenlanders arenot very pr^fic. Awwnan 
has commMily three or. four children, and St <4noft but 
fix; they generdly hear but one child in two o^ three 
years. Therefore when they hear of thefruitfulnels of 
other nations, they coiitemptuoufly ctmipare .iHl^ni.tD 
their dogs. They very feldom bear twins. Very few 
women die in lying-in. They moftly do al).,their fMtn- 
mon bufinefs juft before and diredly after their delivery, 
and a (lill-born or deformed. chiU is feldom heard of. 
The parents or the mid-wife give the child a oame, 
borrowed from beafta, animals, inflruments, or parts 
of the body. . They like to give a child the name of a 
late deceafed rdation, efpecially of their grandfather or 
grandmother to perpetuate their memory: .But, if fuch 
came to an untimely or accidental death,;they. avoid 
mentioning their name, that they may not ^new the 
pain of their lofs. Nay if a perlon is already caHed by 
the fame name as anottier lately deceafed diftingjLiiflvd 
friend, they drop that name for a whileout of ctMspallion, 
and give him another. Thus In procefs of time a 
Greenlander may acquire more than one name, from 
fome laudable ground (or peihaps iludi<vou4 or fcanda< 

Vol. I. M lou< 
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•ouS^iifbJOn') fo dnt many a one is at a lofs tOi'.ttil a 
■ftranger his own name, becaufe he is too nlodeft to Cafl 
^imfetf hy his honourable name, or title of Greenland 
nobility, and is afhamed of his nick- name. 

They 'love their Children exceffivfcly. . Theinothera 
carry tnem with them wherever they go, and whatev^' 
they are about, in a conveniency made in their dreafe 
between their (houlders. They fuckle them till they we 
three oj four years old and longer, becaufe their country 
al^ds nbthing to, mafcie proper ftiod for a tender in&nt, 
■Therefore many childreti^ die, when they muft rcfign 
their place at the breaft'to a focceflbr, before thaf csn 
-bear Hard Good, And if lihe mother dies b^ore the 
-child cAn'fi^bfift OR coinmon diet, then there is UttUx 
hope thrft the poor babe will furviveher long. 

The children are brought up.without any difi:ipline, 
-*r ■ any-ftveriiy of ropridianiL or chaftifehnjnt l«r their 
parents. But indeed fevere treatment of the Green- 
landers children is on the one hand not very needful, 
becaufe they run about as'qiiietas lambs, and ^1 into 
"V*ty few BXtraragancies^.-and on the othe> h«nid it 
w6iild 'be'fruitlefsv becaufe if: a; Greenlander cannot b^ 
-inflaAiced toa-tMngby-gentleirrtreaty, or by rational 
ar^mentet he will foonerfae kilkd than compelled to 
'k. W^etht^r this is the efie^tof a niiiura] felf-will in 
their complexion, or whether it procecdE' from the long 
hatMt' of an' trnreftratncd education, I sm not. able to 
'determlite. The time-when the children are the moft 
imtraSable, and immodorxte. in crying, fcratchii^ and 
•ItHICtng, is between their fecccnd and fifth year; yet 
■ihould a mother's patience betrarn out, and Ibauld HiC 
-TeturH the blow to her child,' Ihe would be Ai«i of die 
~4kAerV' nf^tment, e(]>ecially if it was a fon^ who 
-from- hi» birth is regarded as the future lord-of l!he fa- 

- -ihily. Th^ hearer the children arrive to years of under- 

- ftftrramg, and the more employment thty are engaged 
' in, t!be nwre quiet and governable they are>; There 

is ftUt>m any extraordinary falfenels, all-nature, or 
'Other ^ofs vices to be obferved in them> Thfcy like 

toMlow their parents willingly of their own accord; 
■ ''but they «xpe£t to be treated by them, with benignity 
'and- a fotleonthe footing <^ iiricnds, and if they - 
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Are jdciiied to do any tbihg:contrary tp their tnind, tbejr 
fi^ without any cooipliment : I will not. The pasen^ 
put up vitih the refujal, Ull the chtldren Aa^ their error. 
At the fame time, in{laDcc& of ingratitit^ in growa- 
■up children towards their ancient helpleis parents, are 
Jiardl)' ever to be met with. Thijs theicchara^jcr 
^pea£3 to be the very reverie, .in moil refp^db, of many 
duldren of more civilized nations, feeing th^fe/laft often 
appear bitter externally than they are within,, and theiif 
vices expand and itew Uiemfelvtes mf^ fr^Q^, y^r to 
year. 

As.iboD as the boy oui 
fectt'his father puts a Ui 
lumd, that, he may exercil 
target^ and alfo puts him 
mark by the fea fide, or elfe 
tJay-tlungs with. Towar. 
him a Kajalc to pra^ife rw 
fowling and filhingt in cOf 
boys. In hb fifteenth, cs 
out with his fachef.tQ cat) 
takes, is confecrated to m 
and neighbourhood I Du 
champion muA relate his 
how he managed to Ctfch 
admire his dexterity and 
partioidar good flavour o 
Very day the females begi 
bride. : But the poor f^XK^ 
isdef^fed to the laft d^r< 
ott W(»nen's diet« fuch as . ; 
for on the ice, mufcks, ] 
&b. Yet there are fomp tj 
At the age of twenty y^ats 

* than TccD a bate firoilg Oceenlumjer here in Kng'^, "ho lud .bfcit 
.hindered by hii mother <iDin lumiog to manage iKaJifc, forftir t«ft 
he OtouM be drowned, aa hn ^idbuid lod eld«ft fan had IniXi 'b»(hi)>t 
elue. The poor feUow wu foK«4 to %Te ^e; o^ier CiesnUiuleis ^^t 
a maHL whiui kim! ef bufineft )ie petfoimed wlih gun', ■iQ'Lvity and , rjlt* 
Jtneli. -•.>.}.-. ..T,-,, v..^„j 

- ■ Ma ■ ^ ;.*. '.o , : :, .jik 
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jak and tools, and fully equip himf^for his pn^eflion. 
A few years after he marries, but dwells with his 
parents as long as they live, and his mother always 
TCtains the management of t^c houfe. 
- The girls do nothing, till they^arc fourteen years 
otdi but charter, fihg and dance, unlefs fetching water, 
"or perhaps waiting tin la child. But afeerwSFdsthef 
muftfew, cook, Artk leather, and when tbey. advance 
further m years and Oretigth, they miift helfi tsvov 
the women's boat aAd tmild houfe&. 

§ i6. 

From what has been faid, one may alfo guefs at the 
deployments of the grown people, and how ntan and 
wife have divided the domeflic btifinefs between ttfcm. 
The Man ntakes his hundng and fifliing! iaapbcmemsr 
and prepares the wodd-woHc of the b<«t; and the 
woman covers it with fkjns. He hunt» and tilhes) 
but when he has towed his booty to land, he troubles 
4iimfelf no further about it, nay it would be accounted 
beneath his dignity only to draw the feal up upon the 
fiiore. The women are the butchers and cooks j and 
alfo the ctirrRTS ta drcfs the pelts, and make cloaths^ 
Ihoes and bootsout of-theAit and thus are Oioemakeis 
ind taylors too. And for all this bufmefsthey ufe^no- 
thing but a knife in form of' a half-moon, fuch .as 
cooks miAce meat with, (which they uie :dfo. at thb 
table, and have neither fliearB norknife beride}a'b6ne 
or ivory-flice, a' thimble, a couple of coarfe and fine 
needles, and their own teeth, with which they puH the 
'fkins and' fupple theni both at dreDing and fewing. 
Yet mOre» they build and repair the houfes and tents 
quite alone, as far as relates to the mafonry, the men 
■doing only the carpenltcrs work. The men very ooc^ty 
lode on,- while the womwi bring heavy ftones that 
are ready to break their backs. On the other hand 
they leave all they acquire to the care and difpofal of 
.the women, (except the blubber which the men fell) 
- and in the ab&nce of the hufbaods they feafl as much 
',3M they will, and when all is gone, and there is no- 
thing to be had, they both together endure hunger very 
.patiently, or eat the remnants of old flioes. Only the 
craving 
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cf^iogwaiitsoftheir children at fuch times a9e£l thctn 
the moft. When a family has no children or only 
Httkon^s, the hufband fometimes adopts ope or tvro 
boys that are orphans for his chiMreci, t{0 ai^il him in 
pirovidifig food, and to take care of his fam^y in future 
tirhe^ ' The wife do«s the.fame with a girl or a widow. 
It is true they are fervants, yet they ace under no com- 
polfion)' but fuch a boy is looked upon as the riiing head 
of :the houfliold, and the girl may leave her fervice 
>vheA ihe pleafes. A mafier' never ftrikes his man Icr- 
vanti; but (hould he ftrike his maid lerrant, it would 
be » difgrace to him indeed. 

But after all, the Greenland women have a hard, 
fljid'alaioftlUvifb life bf it. While th«^ are little, or as 
long as they tarry with their parents, they are in an 
^rteable condition enough. But from their twentieth 
year to their death, their life is a concatenation of fear, 
indigence and lamentation. If the father dies, their fup- 
plies are cut off, and they muR ferve in other iamilies. 
It is true they will not want viftuab as .long as the 
h<^lias any^ but there will be a deficiency of clean 
arid decent cloathing. And for want of that, efpeci- 
olly if they be not handibme in perfon,- or dexterous at 
their work, they muft remain frnglc. Should any one 
take them to wife, (in which diey cannot often have 
their own choice, as ' was mentioned before) they 
fluctuate between hope and fear for the iirft year, left 
they lliould be put away again, efpecially if they have no 
■children i and Ibould they be repudiated, their chara^er 
and regard is loft, they muft return fo fervitude, or per? 
^aps purchafe the fupport of life at a fc^dalous price. 
If the hufband retain^ them, they msfS. often take s 
black eye in good part, muft fubmit to the yoke of the 
mother-in-law like common maids, (who are often bet- 
ter otf) or muft fubmit t^ his having another wife or 
-two. IF the huiband dies, the widow has no other 
joihture but what ihe brought with her, and for her 
children's fake muft fefve in another fajai^y more fob- 
miffively than a Jingle woman, wh« c4n go when flie 
will. But if flte has any upgrowii fons, flie is then 

iA 5 letter 
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better eff than many married women, becaufe (he can 
regulate Ac domeftic afiairs as ibe pleares. If a-wooian 
idvancts to a great age (and has not a &Diily who 
Iteep up her Tefpeft) fhe mult prfs for a witcn, anrf 
ibmetimes t^ey like to be reputed as fuch, beeaufe i% 
is attended Wi^ fonie profit. But commonly' in the 
end, upon the kaft fufptcion of having bewitched 
fomebody, fuch a one is ftoned, pfecipiiated into th^ 
fea, (tabbed or cut to pieces. Should fhe efirape this 
^tality, but ftill grow a burden to herlelf and '■ others; 
file is buried 'alive, or -muft plunge herfelf intd l^e 
ocean ; the pretended motive is compalBon, but -the 
' true one is covetoufnefs, . However, it may be eafdy 
imagined, that this is not the fad cafe of each and all 
of theih. '> 

NotwithOaiid^g all their -hard labour, fear, troi^SJe 
»id vexativn, they commonly arrive to a greater agt 
than the men, who arc fo worn out and enfeebied'by 
fpending miaft of their time at fea, in friow and 
rain, heat and cold, and in tbe'fever^ winters as.well 
as fumftter, by iftrenuous labour, and by alternate hai^ 
fare and gluttony, (<w theyen nothing commonly al 
day' long, hut'gormwdize fb much the more at night) 
that they fddom attain the age of fifty. Many Wo 
lofc their lives in the water, Jo that there are every 
where fewer tnen than women. The women frequently 
live till they^are feventy, and fometimes eighty and 
Upwards. Blitthen they arc generally inftruments of 
mlfchief, who betake them^^es to lying, baclcbiting, 
match-making, witchcraft, and the ililce, for a liveli- 
hood J but above all they malce it their buGncfs t» 
amufe the young people by all manner of fuperftitious 
fooleries, and tb divert them from a rational tonfider- 
^rion of, and convi^ien from, the truths of chrifti- 
anity. 

§ 18. 
Here I will take occafion briefly to mention the me- 
thods the Greenlanders make ufe of in preparing their 
leather for cloaths, (hoes and boots, which is the chief 
cmploymei^t of the women. 

J. For 
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i;. For their kapitek or hairy feal-fkin cloaths, thqr 
Icraye the fkin thin, lay it twenty-four hours in the 
iorbi^ or urine-tfib to extra^St the fat or Wil, and then 
diilend it for drying with pegs on a green pla^e. Af- 
terwards when they work the fkin, it is fprinkled with 
urine, f^hbe^ with pumice ftone, and fuppled by 
rubbing between their hands. 

2. The fole-leather is foaked two or three days in an 
i^Ine-tub, then they pull off the loofened hair with a 
.knife or with th^ir teeth, lay it three days in freih 
water, and fo ftretch it for drying, , . 

3. In the fame manner they prepare the ^rifak lea- 
ther, th^ they ufe for the legs of boots, and the oven- 
leather of (ho£5, only that it is firft fcraped very thin 
to make it pliable. Of thig; leather they alfo make the 
fea^oiUs, which the men draw over their other cloatl^ 
to keep out the wet when they go to fea. It is true 

, it grows as foft and wet as a diflicloth, by the (alt- 
water and rain, but it keeps ofF the wet from the under 
garments, and therefor^ is made ufe of by the Euro- 
pean failors to good purpofe , 

4. In the fame manii<;r they drefstbe^njjUii. leather, 
,of which they make theif fmooth black pelts to wear 
on Ihore ; only in workup it they rub it between their 
han^s, therefore it is not foAiff as the foregoing, but 
lofe^ ^^e property of holding out water, and confe- 
quentfy is not fit for boots and fea-q>ats. 

, 5. :T^ boat-lkins are fele^ed out of the ftouteft 
.feals h^de^, from whic' ' " ' not quite taken offj 
they roll them up, a m, or let them lie In 

the fun covered with g weeks, 'till the hair 

will come off. Then em in fait- water for 

fome days to foften th' nd fo cover the wo- 

men's boats and kajal n. They draw the 

borders of the Ikins tig teeth, and few them 

together, and fmear tl i^ ftitches with old 

feal-blubber inilead c t the water may not 

paietrate. But they ire not to injure the 

graiii, for if they d( iding fea-water will 

fafiiy cat through th 

^.. The remnants 1 the oflwrifi^t; they 

$i%ve thin, lay them \ ^ )w or hang them in 

M4 the 
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the wr to bleach them white ; and if they intend to dye 
it red, tht chew the leather, with fonie bark of the 
roots of pine-trees, which they gather up out of the 
fea, working it in with their teeth. 

7. They loosen the flcin of the fowls about the head, 
and then draw it off whole over the hody. Having 
' fcrapcd off the fit with a mufclc-ihell, the Ikins arc 
tendered to the men, and efpecially to the guefts, as a 
piece of civility, to chew or gnaw them betwixt meals. 
This is eftcemed a delicacy. Then the (kins are ma- 
cerated or fteeped in the urine-tub ; after that they are 
dried in the air a little, and finally milled to perfefiion 
by their teeth. They make their thin light under- 
garments of the backs of the fea-fbwifkins, their warm 
winter-garments of the bellies, and their (ine holiday 
drefsof^tbe' necks, and in thefe they commonly tun^ 
tht feathers outwarf, 

§ 19- 

"' At Jtrft fight their honfe-keeping and manner of 
living, looks more diforderly. and dirty than that of a 
gipfy, or beggar under a hcdee. It is enough to turn 
ones ftomach, to fee their lilthy hands and face all 
befmeared with greafe, tl^eir meat drel|<»l and eaten 
in fuch a difgufling manner, and their nafty dirty* 
cloaths, and fleepmg places idl alive with vermin. 
But yet believe me, when an European is perfecutod 
by Btempeft, he is glad to creep into their houfes or 
tents for fhelter ; and if he l)as nothing of his own to 
e;tt, he is glad to Ihare commons with uem, and gives 
God thanks for his benefits; 

And when we come to examine with an attentive 
eye the management of each family apart, and of fcve- 
rai f^ilies crouded together in one little houfe ; we 
find in (ome things a propriety, neatnefs and decency, 
that'the civilized nations vvquld fcarce come up to in 
their cil-cumftances. Ten families often live together 
in one houfe, not much larger than ten fathom long, 
and fcarce two broad ; and yet we always find their 
little limited apartments and their furniture in good 
order, and a» for their hunting and fifhing impleipents, 
the 
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Chap. 2. Or their domestic ConducI". 169 
the man is continually cleaning and Improving them. 
They lay by their cloaths that they don't wear every 
day, carefully folded up in a leather-fack like a port- 
manteau, finely figured with the needle. Their water- 
refervoirs are made part of wood, prettily inlaid with 
bone, and part of copper, and they keep them fo clean, 
that we fhould not be averle to drinic out of them, if 
they did not fetch their waKr to them in iJUfmelling 
leather buclceta. One feldom fees them when they 
have occafion to go backwards : they look ■ for Tome 
' ' ' handfull of mofs. They are 
, that they refufe eating gar- 
le fcurvy-rgrafs, if it grows in 
ces. But it mull be coofefl^ 
ch prevails but in the feweft 
y, cannot be fct as a counter- 
fs in general. On the other 
1 pacific cohabitation together, 
d. Several different &milies, 
vers ages, live in one houfe fo 
acefiil, that lefs dilhirbancc is 
pcrtcLvcu, [iiiui 111 liiaiiy a manlion where only two fa- 
milies dwell, that are perhaps alfo near relations. 
Andfliouldone of them imagine hi mfelF injured by the 
others, he only removes to another houfe without fay- 
ing amurmuring word. They arc glad to be affiflant 
to each other, and" live in fome refpe^ in common, 
yet without one's relying upon another's labours, and 
growing negligen£ and idle himfelf. If a man returns 
faoEne with provifioh in the evening, efpecially with a 
leal in winter, which are then fcarce, and hard to be 
caught, he gives a portioi " " he houfe, even the 
poor widows, ^d invite ;hbours befides to 

partake of his good chee one afks for any 

thing to eat, let bim be : hungry as he will ; 

nor is it neceffary, becauf ' is pradifed all o- 

ver the country, both toi acquaintance and 

ftrangers. This cuflom is the more requiUte and lau- 
dable, becaiffe the different fcafons and occupations ofteo 
call 
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call them many leagues from home, and th^ cannot 
find every where time and opportunity to catch what 
is ncccffliy for their fuWiftence. 



CHAP. III. 

Of the Deportment of the GnESHLANDEJts i 
Society, or their civil Character. 



§ 20. 



i^al difcourlcs and rsmonftrances Iharpened w^ith Ibve- 
rity ; for if they are too much expofed and put to ihame, 
they arc as ftiff-necked as a refty, head-ftrong horfc. 
Th^y are affiduous to pleafe, or rather are cautious of 
dirpleafinE!; each other, and do not love to excite the 
leaft 
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lealt thou^t (tr'lenfation that nuy give uneafiiWst 
Tbis ieemato beithc Tource of the grioateti part of their 
^lans, an^ fberefore they txpc&i tO:be treated by o- 
thers accorittsg to the fame rule. J^ad JhottM one of 
tham olfend.ifflother, the aggrieved party docs not e%- 
poftulate, and fetUrns oo' bid y/ixia. Therefore they 
cannot eafily fall into quarrels and .contentions, , noc 
havc^ey a fitigle wor d in their language by which to 
utter abufe or curfing. In converfatioii) one finiflies his 
fpeech before another begins. They do not like t<t 
Gontradift, muchlefs to interru^ one ;tnotber in dif- 
comrfe, or to out-bawl one another. TheyUugh wheA 
any thing founds oomical, and efpeciolly when they 9- 
nimadvert dn dte Europeans ; but 'tis no indelicate 
boifterous! laugh. They are not aJhamed of what is 
not unnatural, or^hateful in itfelf, and don't like to. b<p 
taunted with>it.< TheybavjB fo little notim of any in- 
decency -in breaking wind, or catching a loutfi and 
cracking itibet^vem their teeth in repuj^ble company^ 
that the^ will not bear any rebuke about it. But yet 
they are fo ooinplailant, that tjiey avoid it in the pre- 
fcnce of the Eyropeans, as. icon. us. tJiey hear frotn o- 
thers, that they thereby render their company difagrcc- 
idde or incolei^le, 

§ 2.. 

When they rq^lbmemrhere on a vifit, ti«y carry font* 
trifle of eatables or pelts for, aprcfent. If tbeyare cre- 
ditable, agreeable gueft3,they)ai;cwelG(Mnedwithrmgingf 
9II hands are employed in drawing the boats aihoreand 
unloading them.. £very one will 'needs have the 
guefts at his houle. Mean while the vilitors are tilant, 
iwait a little, and let them repeat their invitations. A» 
■foon as they arc, entered, they kindly compel them to 
takeofF ttjeir upper garment, and lay it on the rack 
over the. lamp to dry. They alfo compliment then* 
■with dry clothes and a foft pelt to Gt upon. The moft 
Iionourahle ifeat is. the bench, which the Europeans 
cbufe toidoclind.-.-. The menfitamongthemen, andth? 
women by ^o^ of their fex. The men talk very 
^raveiy andconfiderattly of the weather, and of hunt- 
ing atulfifliiitgjj Aewommifiift mutu^Jy bewail their 
1 deceafed 
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dec^afed relations with aA hdmionious howl, and then 
divert chemfdvesWitb-aK manner of little ftories. All 
the while thti horn with fnufFgoeeconttantly, round, 
otif of' which they draw the IhulF up with the- nofe. 
'Tis made of ftags-horn, and often ornamentally in- 
laid with tin' and copper. Mean while the repaft is rea- 
^, and the whole houCe and perhaps fomeneighboars 
paftake of the good cheer. The gueils l«t thd hoft > 
prels them often, and feign themfdves very indifferent 
about it, that they may not be loolced.upon as poor, or 
half-ftarved. They h^ve commonly three or four difli-' 
-is, but if they intend it for a feaft, thc^ have morci 
A Faftor being invited to a great entertainment with 
feversl topping Grtenlanders, counted the follpwine 
dilhee : i. Dried herrings. 2. Dried Scal-Jlefh. 3. 
Boiled ditto. 4^ half raw and rotten diKo^called Mi« 
kiafe.'.5. Boiled Willocks. 6. A piece of a half-rot- 
«tt Whale's- Tail i thiswas thedaintydiflioihauiKiiof 
venifon to which rfieguefts were pn^wly 'iavjted. 71 
Dried (almon. 8. Dried rein-deer Venhon." 9. Ad&^ 
fert trf Ctow-berrics muted with the chyle out «f the 
i^'aW ct a rei'n-deer. 10. Tfae fapi^ . eniidied with 
train-oiU • ■ . 

They can prolong their Table^Talk for feveral 
hours, and yet have no other fubjeft to dilplay their e- 
loquence upon, but the grand ailair of feal -catching. 
Their tales or ddcriptions are indeed prolix,' but they 
are fo lively withal that the auditory foldom tires and 
yawns. If, for inftancQ, they rdate how they van- 
quiflied a feal, they defcribe the very inilant of time, 
and the very fpot, and then n&. over eveiy motion of{ai+ 
five and defcnftve that they and their antagonift th^ 
fe'al have made : the left-hand perlbnatet the feal, and 
reprefents the various leaps the animal gave this way or 
that : the right difplays all the motions and evolution! 
of their kajak and their arm ; how they feized the har- 
poon ; how they extended thdr upi.lifced arm ; how 
fteadily they aimed, and how forcibly they impelled the 
fatal dart. This fcenc they exhibit with fuch a weH- 
tpmpered commixture of art and nature, that 'tis % 
pleafurs to hear and look on. The boys hearken with 
kag« attention, and profit moft byche.ule': Thsy fay 
. nothing 
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jOiMhing^liilL'th^ a;^ aikedj, and i^ien anfwer with brcf 
vity and difcrction. . / ,/ 

If Kim^ans are prefent, they Jike to hear t1)eta.r/»- 
hte fttmetbing .of their cotfntry.. But. they couli 
form no conception of fuch novelties, if they were 
furt ncplftJEted to them by fimiUtwles.t ,f^,in- 
Aaau:e, ."i fuch a .aky :ha3 {o many, inhabitants, tb»t 
*V fuch of fuctt. a number o£ whales would be required 
*.' tofeed:tliqm for pn? day. • Butihcy boweyer:e;atp9 
** whales, they cat bread that grow;s like giais out dr 
'*' the ^oundt Hid the tlefii of divers creatLires^ fc;^ 
'.'..bf'whieh bays horns. .They aM . alio carried frp;^ 
f^4)lace to plstc^ either on the backs of very ,^00^ 
!'ibeafle, ocin.-atsbicle drawn hytbem." Then thnr 
think they lai9W it .all, and aficprdingly^ bread they call 
grafb, oxen reindeer, and horfes great huge dogs, 
tfaey^ admire all, and cxprefa a defire of livitig in fuch a 
' fine: and fertile land ; but alas their inclination fails 
again the jaftant di^y hear, that It fometijnes thunders, 
asd that there areno . feals tj^^e ^ be caught. They 
Jtear wUh pletffure of God and divine things, if you 
<Hily avoid making an application to themfelves, and 
allow the tialidity.of their fuperftittous fables and cuf- 
tomstoo. ; ,. J 

The flrai^TS are affigned a^ floeping place apart, and 
favoured with new jkins for bedding; . but complaifance 
keeps them up till the mailer of the family lies 
down. ' 

§ 22. ■ ■ ■ 

Th«r Trafficis very fimplt a^ concife. They bar- 
ter 6ne with another for what they want. And as thqr 
are as variidtle, and as eager for new things as the chil- 
dren', there is ao end to the chopping and changing 
that fame of them carry on, often to the great idetri- 
raent of thar family-affairs. They are capable of giv- 
ing away the moft ufeful article, for an unprofitable 
trifle that pleafes their fancy [ and on the other hand, if 
.you offer them ever fo ufeful an utenfil for fome 
worthlefs.thing that they are pleafed with, they will re- 
je<a your bargain j in fbort, they will have juft the 
tiling that pleafes them. They very rarely cheat or 
take 
S 
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take the advantage of one anothw, - much ' lels ftea]^ 
which is very infamous among them. But they glor^ 
in oVer-reaching oprobbingan European, becaufethey 
"tlilihlt 'tis a 'ptoof of their fuperior "Wit and: ingel 
nuity.- "'.■'; ■ • ■ 

" ■ Their traffic istar/ieS on in part among themfelret^ 
^d the reft with the ^dora and teamen. They keep 
^'kTnd bfjannual fair among one anocher. Wherevet 
.Were is agreitt aflemUy or rendezvdus lof Greeikland- 
e^Sj as at a dancing match, or theSun-feaftin wintei^, 
^ofirfiich we Ihalt treat. *non) th«K chaydoas the 
Koman-Cathcdics do at ti great pilgrirtiage or fuch-like 

. fi^mni^, yiz'. thertare-alwfays fome thatexpoletheit 
Warti to view, andmeiltion publicly what gtiods th^ 
Waht-i'n'excha!nge. If th)s ftiits anyone^ : be brings tht 
demanded truck, and the bargain is oompknt; Thef 
*nbftly deal about vdTels 6f foft baftard-marWe, whidl 
are. not every where to be had, AM ■i» thofe in the 
4outh haVeno whalei,' and ihofe in th« naaii nowood^ 
m^ny_ boats of the ' Greenlanders cbafr- evetly fmnmer 
'tmt of dteibuth, nay fhini the«eft^fi& qf the land, 
Wd proceed fronV'twotofour hundred le^iies as faras 
'£>iiko, with new kajaks and women's Wm£; and the 
tackle and implements belonging thereto, and 'barter 
wood for ihe horns of th* unitorn-fifli, -tBerfv, bones, 
whale-i)onc and whale's ftncws, and port 'of this th^' 
truck again on their way back. ': • ' 

They take their whole family and fubftance wiA 
them on fuch voyages, and their mutability and curio- 
fity is fp predominant, and they have fo habituated 
tlrtirifclves to this nWteg Itfe, than if aVen commerce 
did not promp^theBli t(*:j' would nocftay inone-ptaca 
Some years elapfe befljte ^they return, Sac wherever 
the -winter overtakes i:h<m, there 'they wrry, build 
ihentftlves a houfc,''arid rfegulate themfelvos for pro*- 
vi ding food, and for their wintertrconomy. BnCthey 
like beft to winter in' the neigh bouiltood of a ctdtuiyi. 

.Ttieland and Tea t3 ev^ry where their own, and as al- 
ways fbme of the f^ wandering families ftay and fettle 
tntirely here or thtre,'fetiiey hav« every where Airnds 
»iij xcquaintance to albll fhcm. 

■■ - ■ . . ■;■..: .,.Tiie 
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Thp Gifi«ltdnd«rs vend ^eii' Fox and^&eal fluat, 
-faut.tnolt bf an their blubber to the Agents,: uul^tbefe 
,«fC the artidks for which pitipcily the ^Eadtonei aie 
fupportfd. TheiMtiVes rateJTCi nfa money in ittariitfiir 
.laahey (3 of Jiio.vaJUe to t}kiil^:and 'tis alJoncwhethera 
vfEjold^ucal wa hral» Counter, Jiw^.sdxHit their, neck, 
-orwhethof they Hre dccoreted wfth.a gl*l»-bead of a 
fparlciingi dtunond. Xhc^' rogard' thi?c t^mbleb of 
: EuropeoAly beeaufe they ^tter. [ and 'tis not die firft 
time.thst theyhaye givdnaguhica or a SplhiflidoUar 
rWhleh th^hrtd osfually lilolen from lame fore^n laihw> 
i(ot' ««9(iirf«.<>f; chai^ <tf guii>-powder.o^ a roll.of.to- 
,baeo0. :':If9d isvidu^ ifiuehnlorfa tban goid, booaufe 
they<:«n lll« tf . : Thetnecfchandize thfcy< roceivii kom 
.the ':f4<ftor» »ta fettled: pruc, is IiM-pmnts to «hcir 
.dvts. Knives, Locktrffwsy.Qintblets, 'Chtfefc,;attd 
-fitwli^NdedleS; jn thcnqxt :pIlK)e, Artped' liom.utd 
Ooeton, kfffeys, Wot^lett ftoiJnfigs «nd caps, '.haiidket- 
;<c)u«j^ ^eAs or hoxc^t wood«u diflies, pewter plofiei, 
J copper hetti^) lookin^-giLal&s, combs, ribbme Mod 
all JJKt? «f ti^s for c^dren. They arc {onAeSt of 
buying/nuS^ alio guns, powder and Ihot, from wbcnoe 
^ey gain but little pr^^, and Upon, the whole fitftui 
. great detnmfint in tbfk .Aom^hi *Sain. T(d>8cc», 
- which they' H^ only as &uff, fenres kiftead offiaaU- 
t-moBey with^em. They expcA a little .tobacco for 
■VKzj fHecc of fervice they do i this-ia alfo the priy for 
their Ihoenialui's and tailors work ; for a Uttle tjobtic- 
co they hjring ypu a oou{^ ttf Jhandfuls of anclcanfed 
J eider-down, a parcel of eggs, birda, a di(h of ^ifhand 
fuch things i and many 3 wretched fpendthrift will ra- 
ther feU the clqaths off his back* and bring penury up- 
on himfolf and his childrea, than deny the cravings of 
his npfe. This foidilb thing brings many a fiunily in- 
to as ^est indigence a* Arong liquors do in other 
countries ; which laft is of (06 high a prke 6x the 
Greeahuidns . purchafe> to their great, good tfor- 
tuncT 

I mention<^ above, anafiemUy fordanciitg and the 
Sun-feaft. Thefe »rc not rel^ious aSs-ol.cqremonies, 
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as die^ poffiUy may be sunorig^ oAer Haxhia nations^ 
but they are mere jports or divcitifementf. TbeGrteh- 
landcn keep the Sun-feaA at the hyssial t>r' winter 
ibliHoeabout Decemberaici, to rejoice at the return of 
.tfae:fan,.- and the renewal of good hunting and fifhing 
weather^'. They. afenble together all ovef ihc country 
in large patties, and treat. oneanodier witk the vety 
beft uiey have. - When- they Jtave eat lb- much that 
they are ready to burft, they, rife up to pky and to 
dance . They cannot' innixicate themfelvcs,- beoaufe 
they have ■ nothing but water to drink. Theli' 
fMily mufieal inftrumenc is the drum^, whid) ismadt 4f 
a wooden or' wbale-bone hoop two fingers broad, 
drawn over only- on one-fide wi^ a thin vellum or the 
fldn of a whale's tongue i it is a lit^ oval, a foot 
and ^f 'broad, and fumifhed with 4 fliaft for a 
handle;; The Greenlander takes hold of it with his 
left-hand, and ftrikex with a drum-ftick upon the under 
tawi; at every Ihxtke he givei a little jump, coMinuing 
always upon one fpot, and making all manner of antick 
motions with his head and whole body.* All this he 
does to common mufical tioK, fo that two flrokes fsQI 
in every crotchet. He accompanies the mufic and the 
dance with a fong in honour of feal-catching, and fuch 
kind of exploits; he extols the noble deeds of his an- 
ceftors, and exprelTes his joy at the return of die fun 
in the hemifphere. Neither are the auditory mute and 
modonlels, but accompany every ftanzaof his ode^ with 
an oft repeated chorus of ^nma Ajab^ j^b-ah-ah ! fo 
that the hrft bar falls a fourth, and the next begins a 
note higher and is fung through, and fo on. The 
filmier wigs four cantos in every ad ; the two fipft 
commonly confiftofthe ymniii7/i7i& conftantly repeated, 
and the others of a recitative, in which he fmgs a 
flwrt fentence without any rhyme, and the cborus.in- 
termix Amna ajah, and afterwards he fmgi another fen- 
tence, and the chorus again joins. Taken together, 
it ii a compleat Cantata, e. g. . ■ 

The vieUomt fun returns again, 
Amna ajah, ajah, ah-bu / 

And brings us uitather fitit and fatr* 

■ Amxa ajah, ajah, ah-bu I 

Th« 
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The finger knows how to exprefs the paffions with 
peculiar foft or animated' turns of the drum and mo- 
t^Qiif of his body, which ooecasnot but admire, . An 
^ lafts a full (quarter of an hour. When one Is tired, 
and bathed in fweat, Crom tfae conftant fpringing and 
agitation of his body, another Heps fordi upon the 
ftfigf. Thus they continue the whole nig^t through ; 
nexit day they deep their iilL, in the evening ftuff, 
tWr bellies again, ^nA then. dance all night; and this 
round they run for feveral days and nights, till tbcy 
hfive nothing more to eat, of till they are fo fatigued 
*iid fpent that theycan no more fpeak. Whoever can. 
maj^e the moft droll motions of his body, bears the 
bell as a mafter-muficJan or finger. 

They alfo play at ball. When the moon fhines, they 
divide- themfelves in two parties, one of them throws, 
a ball to another of his f^de, and tho{e of the other 
Ude try to get the ball among them. Another way is, 
to kick the bait to a certain bpundary, and, try thus 
' who is nimbleft. 
. They have alfo ways of trying one another's llrengtH 
or hardinefs ; fqr indancej two competitors llrike one 
another Aiccef&vely with their fiA on the bare back, 
afid he that holds^it out longeft is the conqueror,. 
and ;3S fuch he Hruts about and challenges another, til[ 
hq- has his budget full too. Again they fit down, link 
\eg% and arms together, and try which can out-pull 
tii]f ofher, and he that does, is mafter. . They alfo try 
f^ejr ftrength; by hooking their fingers together, and 
fo drawing. They fometimes fallen a rope to a beam 
in the l^oute, bang on it by their foot or arm, and 
Kc^rcife all forts of artfull poilures like a rope-* 
dancer. 

The young folks turn round aboard upon an axle^ 
with afinger-piece upon it like a one-and- thirty board, 
and Ivhomfoever the finger points to when it fiand» 
ftill, wins the depofited prize. 

The children, efpecially the girls, join hands, form 
a circle and dance and hop about, finging among 
themfelves to (he motion. 
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5 24. 
Such dancing meetitigs are alfo appointed at other 
feafons of the year, -when they abound with (lores, and- 
there is not much to be done at fea, and fome take 
^is opportunity to tra^c. 

But there is one thing #hich is the mod fingular 
of all, that they even decide their quarrels by finging' 
and dancing, and call this a finging-comiat. If one*- 
Greenlander imagines himfelf mjured by another, he 
betrays not the leaft trace of vexation or wrath, much 
lefs revenge, but he compofes 3 fatyrical poem; this 
he repeats fo often with finging and dancing in the 
prefencc of his domeftics, and efpecially the women, 
till they have all got it in their memory. Then he 
publilhesa challenge every where, that he will fight a 
due! with his antagonift, not with a (word but a fong. 
The refpondent betakes himfelf to the appointed place, 
and prefenCs himfelf in the encircled theatre. Then 
the accufer begins to fing his fatyre to the beat f^ thC' 
drum, and his party in the auditory, back every line 
with the repeated jfmna aiah, and alfo fing every fen- 
tence with him ; and all this while he dtfcharges fo 
many taunting truths at his adyerfary, that the audi- 
ence have their fill o£ laughing. When he has fung 
out all his gall, the defendant fteps forth, anfwers th^t 
accufation againft him, and ridicules his antagonift irt 
the fame manner, alt which is corroborated widi the 
united chorus of his party, and fo the laugh changes 
(ides. The plaintiff renews the alTault, and tries to 
baffle him a fecond time j in ftort he that main^ins , 
the laft word wins the prOcefs, and acquires a name. 
At fuch opportunities they can tell one another tha 
truth very roundly and cuttingly, only there muft be 
no mixture of rudenefs or paffion. The whole body of 
beholders conftitutc the jury, andbeftow the laurel, 
and afterwards the two parties are the heft friends- 
It is feldom any thing unbecoming occurs at any of 
their fports ; (except perhaps that a man, who has 
good fcconds, carries off a woman -by vi<dence, whom 
he has a mind to marry:) but as for this fpprt, it is 
tnoro than a n:cre divcrfior, riiey take this opportunity 
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to ■ «wiK one another to belter mor^s by expofing the 
&ame of the -contrary j- to admonilh debtors to pajr 
what theyowej to difcountenanos lying and detraftiOn; 
andtoexecute revenge oriev^ry 6wt of frautfoflrijuftice 
)n tlieir dealings, and alfoon'ikduleety; for there is no- 
tWltg that ke«^s aGreenlander in good- di»der fb m\ich 
M' dread tif publick defamatioiiL Nay this merry re- 
venge keeps back many a one frotn Wreaking his malice 
iti' tnafetng reprifalt, or Cvcn corftmitting murdeh Yet 
after-all it js difcernible, that the chief ingredient in 
tte'whole -a'&ir is a voluble tongue; therefore it is 
eoftamon aMong the- Greenlanders, that the moft ce- 
lebrated latyrim, and moral philofe^rs, behave the 
worft. . . 

''.:.■■'■ V] , § 25- 

■' Thus tht Drum-dancings are their Olympic games, 
ihur Artofagus, their rejlrum, their theatre, their com- 
iMrcia] ftir, and laftly their^rH»i or court of juftice, 
before which they ciK each other tO' adjuft their vari- 
ances, without deprivihg the ahtagonift of his life by 
la poiiiard dipt in bk>od, or of his honour by a pen dipt 
in poifeK. And Ho one caw blftme this mirthful me- 
thod[i»f putting maIevoteft(5e-to the^hiflii of punifliing 
6fiendeys,' and 'procuring theififelves juftice, as long as 
theyare favage, without reiieion, and without the 
leaft'flndow of a political confetution. They live as 
We may imagine our anceftors lived imAiediately after 
the Flood, before they learned to envy the property 
of another, Of to rob *heir fellow-mortals of their 
honour-, their fubftance, their liberty and their life. 

A father governs his oWn family as well as he can, 
■ but has no one to command out of that circle, hei- 
■thtr will he take the commands of another. Nay when 
feveral families dwell in one houfe together, one has 
no authority to diflate to the o'ther ; only they muft 
repair the houfe in felloWlhfp, and remove in and out 
at the fame time, beczufe many lamps are required 
to heat the houfe. Yet the men love to accommodate 
tbemfclves to fome Sire of the houfe that cuts the moft 
figure among them, is moft Weather-wife, and has 
attained the greateft (kill in the art of feal-catching ; 

' N 2 his 
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^is}tabitati^nis4%ne(ihMn'tnthenorth'eBdo{tb9 boufe* 
^a4 he is ta\nCpo& its order fu)d dc^anfCs. Butif wiy 
one refutes to follow )Mm,^fae wilt not fiosiBUiKl bim* 
rnuch Ififs punijh him ; but tb^y all agree n^ t9 Liv« 
with fuch people the ncjtt wiatw, and alfo (0 tMl«hf 
ichief of fuch a diforcjerljF p4rt f>t the houTe «be U^th 
upon foe^e occ^iob in a fat^ind jfong* ifthty '^unt 
jiim worth the trouble. 

The Children ftay W4|h thoir parents, ntd li:41ow 
them as long ^ they^ live, ev^.^fter th^ ace ttomtd. 
Rejatioas 1 jJo? to keep together, to be a mutual sffiflaacf 
tp each oth^r in time of need. When » iupi fyittot 
kn^^s go tog^itr, they follow the vfif^ mm »oi liif 
beft pilot as their admiral, but may feparate froqi' luiP 
when they pleafe. In fliort, no one defires to ufurp 
the leaft authority over another, to prefcribc to him 
Bi-theUaft, tocal! hifU toocotunt foffhif afliiw^i or 
to demand any rates or tayes for the. pu^ig f^afltrfir 
weal. For they haye np oWittl.us npr p?i»e*,j tW 
have a natural antipathy 4glHnd all conipvitlwa* M^ 
the whole country Hands Qpen tq each of thoo). .: . 
However, they have {om^good ciiftOmsieriwKl.l'fiom 
their anceftora, which th?y regulaw .themfchreS'tyiini- 
ftead of Uw$ ; but alas the pr^^ce is often vtxy d^* 
fe£livc, for the execution h^s no fupport, and tb# Uifit- 
grelTor no puniflmtent, except the fatyrieal danot. 

I will now psnclude this - chapter biy Inlbrtieg t^ 
following u^^qis, out oi Mr, Daloifr'a rtlatim (iftk*' 
waft mi ufagts of the Gr*inia«Mt. Every, taati may 
go and live -where be wi{i, but if he find^ inhabitants 
already fettled on th« intcwled Ippt, he will not jand 
till an intimation is given that he i^ wdct^ne thcTf- 
Hunting and fifhing, which is all tjto Ijuul afibidG, biM 
no game-a^ to rellr^in it., but is every Where &fe to 
all, nor does any one think of a profecution if a pet- 
fed ftranger conves to reap . in the harveft that Qod 
hath given at a good ^Ih^ry^ nay even at a falmonrWear 
which others ere^ed tvith gneat trouble ; only they muft 
do no harm, nor frightefi thp-crefituces away. ohouU 
the ftrangers a<a againft ^jj wdec, the inbabiMMS wiB 
rather go away and put up with, the lofs, tUas ^uarrfl 
with then), Whoev^ Ands J>jift-wood, or the fpoils 
.■- of 
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ofa {bip^reck on thp ftpnd^ emoy^ U'^' his own, 
thougB he dixs nop live there. But, he muft ha\}'l , it 
aftiore and lay a ftone upon it, as a. token that Come qnf 
R'astaken'poflbffioniif it,-,andthis fione is their depd tj 
fecurity, for no other Greenlander v/i^ offer to meddle 
with, if afterwarde. If a leal elcapes friMn a man with 
his javelin in it, and another man aftsf wards tills it, 
it belongs to the iiril man that flriiclc it. But it the 
creature is Q mn. and Madder, and 

tlic Afing b. £rlV, lofes his right; 

If two ftrike ne, they divide it be- 

tween themi are the fame. If any 

one finds a rpoon in it, he keeps 

the feall, bu <n to him that loft it. 

If they catch.a fea-«ow, or any other fuch great ani- 
mal of the ocean, he that caft .the weappn claims the 
head and tail for feis own, but of the carcafs every 
man may 'CDt otr ss" much as he can. AiTj even bare 
beholders, haveas much right to awhale as the har- 
pooners. At fuch ' fimes there is gfeat diforder among 
them, for feveral hundred people fall at once upon the 
animaf with-fliarp'kniv^es, and cut and flice with a wila 
greedinefs, fo thW th^ <Mt one andtbCr often by acci- 
dent in the hurry j yet they bear no animofity agalnft 
each other for it. If feveral fhoot their arrows into a 
reindeer at once, it belongs to the dextrous hand whofe 
irrowitefteineafeA^the'h^rtj 4iowever th«0thws have 
X portii^ of d)9: vetiifoti' given them. But if one* 
wounds it before au^ber, bf bears away the prey,- 
tliouglt another kiUedii^ afterWards. But &ncs^ thef 
have^^d guns, and nooae can know his bullet, tnany^ 
* difpute comm^ncs^' which is hard to be decided. If 
a nan makas a fox-tiap', and negle^s fetting it for a-' 
Cme, another may fet it at length, and claim the cap-: 
HTC abimal. If a man lends his boat or tool, and it; 
Bceires fome accideiuai damage, the owner muft de- 
mand' no reparation, except it was ufed without his' 
knowledge. Therefore they do not like to l«id. Ifa^ 
man buys a thing in barter, and afterwards it does 
not futt liim, he may return it again, and receive his' 
equivalent. A chapman that cannot dire^ly pay, niay 
have a thing upon credit. If he dies before the debt is - 
N 3 Jifchargcd, 
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ilifchargfcd, 'th'6 crcilitor muft npt renew tlie "grief of 
tTiedifcon folate relations fey mentioning "the deCcafed': 
Jiowrever after feme ti^c ' he ifiay apply for his own, 
if it is not 1 oft m the'fcfambjc that commoiity" goes 
forward in the nttufe of the diad. Na/if a perfonin 
the intertm lofes or breaks 4 thiiig that he hath taken 
up upon credit, they will not infift upon his paying 
for it. ' '■ ' ■ 

Such cuftorijs, tpat gradually afliirae die fanAtph of 
laws among the Greenlandersj gppe^ a little ftrangfi 
to fuch as have other laws and iifages, and brirtg' fome, 
and crpcctaHy the faSors into many a perplexity.,. The 
Grecnlanders themfclves 'fee the infufficiehcy an^ in- 
jufticc of feverat of their cuftoms, and yet -have nc( 
mind to alter them for fear of ill-report, and ttclr 
final rcafon iS']'';'The cuftomis pew fd." . ■ " ,' 



q H A p. IV. 

Of the mohal Character and Condijct of 

THE GrEEMLANJ>£RS. 



' ' ; - ■■ ^ z6, -' ■■ ■ ■ ■■'■- 

IT h now incumbent upon me to Eiy fometbing at 
tte Virtues. and Vices of thianation, fo fiir mwc 
ijiay pttribi«e virtues to people tfaatl ire without Chcift, 
thatis^wjiJiQucGodin the world, and that have oeidiet 
religion nor government^ and conftqucntly are fttaigcis 
both .to divine and human laws. But I know not whc-- 
tber I Ihall be fo fbrtunMe as to fucceed in delineating: 
the moral and mental qualities of this Nation in the 
general; for every nation, nay every individnal pcf' 
ioti, has. a good fule and a bad, and according to the 
dififerent fides ihal difiercnt people fcan, thdrdeftaip- 
tioits of .them diametrically differ, lawiatur ab ius^-ad' 
paiUr ab iiiif. So it is in this cafej at xhi firft. 
view of thiti untaught people, we difcern foraany lovely 
and laudable qualities, as may in truth put our Chrifticn— 
dom to,the iilulb, in its prefent ftate of excellent know- 
■'■ i ' ' ledge. 
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.Chap. 4- Of their moral Charac'ter'. , i8j 
ledge, but of practice generally contradiftory both to 
-the light of Nature and Revelatiop. -This is the fide 
•the Greenland nation prefejits to every one, that has not 

' fuflicient time or optiortunity to explferc fundamefttatiy 
' all the latent fprings and nieanders of their incltnatiotis 
ajid aftions. This hath given ground- to the good de- 
fcriptions ot the Grcenlanders that ha^t been ex- 
hibited. 

On theothep ftde,- we find in th^fe people nothing 
thatt in the proper fenfe, could b& denontinafed good and 
virtuous in the eyes of metTy'imtfch lefs- in the eyes' of 
God ;. but on the contrary, if all is not fo, yet at leaft 
there is fo much vrick^nefs and vice, that fome who 
know the Greenlaiiders better than they, do other na- 
tions, will allow of nothing goiod in them, and reclcon 
them among the moI> favage, abominable and viciouffy- 
dirpofed nations. For my part, I have obferved tnor« 
agreeable than difagreeable things'in-ihefe lavages, be- 
Cutfe IhavB feen them moftly oh thegood, and-fel-- 
dom on the bad fide ; but yet: truth obliges me to inSen. 
their blemi&es alfo, as they Have been reported to me, 
that I maypaint their true [H^ure as near as polSUe. 

^ § 27. : 

The GrcenlanderB are called wild or Annge; arid 
people are wont to form fuch an odd conception bf 
JtroegtSy a& if their nature and manner of living muft 
needs be not . only immoral, but brut^ and crutt. 
This word fiiares the fame fate, as the rWord barhartlsy 
which was the appellation tbie Greeki and Romans 
gave to all foreigners, who had often better, only not 
thtir manners and culloms. Navigators ' lliied thpfe 
people favages, (fyhatici) that did"not-dweU in cities 
and villages, but difperfed here and there iqthe fordls 
likethe wild beafts. Thus the Heathens got the' name 
of Pagani, when they were nolongU- permitBsi to cany 
on their idolatry in the cities, but only in «he ocfuntry. 
The Greenlanders are not properly an untradable, 
fierce, wild, barbarous, or cruel people, but rather 
agentle, quiet, civiland good-ttafund generauon. 
They live in a ftate of Nature :and Liberty,- as Jadef- 
fn eKprefl'cs it, extra cruitatem^ yet in Society j fo that 
N 4, the 
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the-fi^itious fuppofitioiis about the ftate of tn^ik]ttd 
before tlie ciyil police commewjed, af« not^tiall coJv- 
iinned by theiribbte. T^ch- oommunity^ ie^ conapsGtd 
.of feveral l^^UesinoBe bou^, and feverail Ipioufts or 
tamson otie'ifland. TnefcJiiMbs "are not koit tagctller 
by uiy pahhfk Jwf* flod ioAitutioni, muvli left- by 
cempuUioiv, .Or penaJtiesi .bwt bjt voluinary agx&emeat 
and order ; and yet it has Hood its ground (in .ftll,lft.<t- 
]^t)od^ (cVcral huBdn>d.ye8rs)--\yilh"but any great la- 
Wui: 9r Cxpencc, in ao^y reXpei^s .better than a %aj%a 
or aa Athene. TJieyrmay.fce cjlW in truth a fartu- 
nKte pe<»lps for every t>nedo«.'»*athe wiil, andytt , 
yarely a^s a> the .great preJEtctine- of another,, except 
-id^i^fe of' i<evenge OE priy««. arbitrary fiuaiflinicnt, 
Ifisnce they. can Uvefjn^peaceiand fafety; nor i^ civil 
. ^JorcriunQiit (that iiuniltei: of Gdd>ofdained:to eMeate 
;puj|iflunent on .etil-do^rs) fo abfolutely bect&uj 
-ftr them, as.tt. is forijalt civilized nations,, who 
■ icaimfiit enough, be thankful bo God for giving Chem Go- 
' verooieBtrfor Chw .«wn preTorvlitfoii. ' i . •> ;.- 
-T-istnie^^thc Qrceubnjjete live a poor iliciifonw.life 
in-oar:e]re,.biit:tbey. areu'dMarful under it, .and bae 
all that nature requires in ^he little they pollelb ; and 
were they furniOied with far more coftly fupplies than 
' their- fcaJs, they vrould be jis ^ttle lable-to fuUilton 
fucb things^, as we Aioif Id with thair hard biU of hn, 
.Therefbce they think, they havp nocmie to tttvy 
but to |rity -us, beoaufe we hitve mtiltiflied ntr wants 
. Ib^ei^ccecdingly, -that we cannot filbfift .with their little 
-and honlflly florcs. This. Poverty, and at the fame 
'time fufficiency of theirs, conduces very cwch tothetr 
Security and liberty, and confecjucnUy totfainc.felieity, 
becaufe they can amafs no tr«a&res for tfae, tliieres to 
break in upon end 4Wli Keithcr is there anyiiaodle 
for war, violence, eppreflive injuftke, chicanery or 
liich things, and ^ttj <cuj Aeep as peaceably in their 
lowly teats, as a prince in his ibrtifini palace. , 



Sonuidi has been already interfperied Mp and down 
itJ the biftory concerning their external carriage towards 
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Dkxe iladthcrt confiikired wilh a vUw to tfa« piff e iw^- 
cy* Abi-fiiypxiiSy of ; b^hirtioitr, tbot Aefe 44.,jMdiM|| 

4«M<vii)3.. :Hfirc we muft ti(mSeb that (osag \i(tf»i 
tobtcba^ib!;fncral in ocker AUiftlStjttkai: tb^ #r« not to 
berftonnttdor.reprc&d byranjrUwi! (»r.-p«iniAlq}enjt% ev> 
ther do not exiH in Greenland, or at lenikin^-iik {fiSh 
aiiorndilbi&pCi^d dcgcefi Wehtarno Citr&t^, iM^t^r- 
ing, .{tM'mg,- natf conttntioa, or AbalixP,.^l|:iflW9< 
NiiDTp as was.iaid befDrr, th^ have »ot Mie. ftt>iii)M( 
wsniio ^cut roc^xdary, unUs. )r()u taU^rtHOiiiWli,'' 
names fuch, wmk rthick'tibtne Atsf cab wpiiff: M^ 
Mlteuloiiioi^:inean:a&i«ain 3 v£ry'ing«Qk»il vtdi Cg- 
aificaratiinnamei;;- la aampany you luw.np .^wljilli^ 
loaid h^lMlec^ 'talking ^ .at oncc^ coafenHltAtag, di/t 
pnting^'^detrtktlia^ or radlijig ji^aod tdoftgh they »K 
)Aery'jocDre,"mid keve to t^<'^ "'O unbefl«taing ajtwft 
lirfaicB-iBnnevinuii icontin^v *nd alToijiow how to 
wake iiJe:of well-^iVenttd :dDuUe4mbtBmgs, yn yQu 
wilthearnocdacfe^ much.lB& isuaoikft jnke, no hHtei 
mookeiyj ma f^lfainefs narfitoleiy. Wti but (iU«m 
hear of lying, cheatangrior itcaUAg ; and aJ-.£p[y«4cot 
aOaults or high-way robberies, they are quite unheard 
of there : nay, were we to judge from outward appear- 
MCtf^- *'^^>'^'^'OlBi<^-*fl^>^'^^ ^y Icarecfy covtt- 
Bdiotideiind wfchcahec'8j;o<ifl>. iThcy knotraothtag 
tff-(JriinlileMieft,:noeitb.em£b> -fighting, and lirairiingt 
indeed 'tiu«rJiaVs the att, -of: bridling aad candeiUiig - 
th«iraagerifl:ftich'a:maAeriy naaoner^ that one might 
take tltCin-'fl»4K S«ok ipbilolafdieEk-: Keniwc bo Aof 
'lilhovcr'thc lealt trace ofr.ohfccbityia theii'con.rerlati'r 
on, natat ^rthat wantoftnihipiagdndjpulUng onf 
anoThsii aboM, sutd thofekchanusaaioaaaadfpMdiu 
which arefoicqKnly oSonAveiaitun^.ather.nMians, thtf 
ore fo peiifeftly ' unfiMc^ented among diem, ^ac fiir-* 
naf )y>wtMm «he^ (aw thcfe.4Rd ^aher a^bf. iaieoataf 
atid pFOphanencfs among' the' valgar &rto£ bxagatrs, 
Acf flood aBMzcd, and kne«r not haw. to account %x 
it, but by faying^: " Theft pcoftls hawt loft their un- 
** derftaading, the mad waters, i. /. the Afoog liquors 
have raad&tbem ^fane.^' 

4 Evea 
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- nEven' ae'thek merFitncnU and dancw, to^hich aU 
ajMt'youn^ may Fefott, nothing is feen or b^aid thu 
woftl* put modcftjr to tha blufli ; ib. that was 'iMKitfor 
thC'drunii and thr droll figure of the ilancery a W 
reigirtr" that was a flranger to the language, woald 
feoscf' tafce it to be a meetmg /or religk)us:Trocfhip 
than a'paftiitie. ■ ' "■ ' . ..,:._.-.■.■ 

TheyatD an upright people; and feldom tell, an^uiw 
tirtfth knowingly, particiJariywhenthej'are toihewB 
tfdvelJer (he wayj-nay, they will rather go -a ^necfe 
with him. -£ut H diey .ate acculedxtf st thing, one can 
fcidoiWW nesfflf get jheiiQth out of diem. . .■':■. ^ 

Ttiough^thechildren.gtanriip.withoin.tliBleaAedDr^ 
cation -or iflatmers, : yet :nre muft fay^ .that they |[iv« 
th^rrpaKins'-comparUivcly but little trotible^ and veoc-^ 
fttibA. while Jb^' are fmsli ; and whea theyaj^otcKj 
f^6--Qf maturity, and are bscome tKeir-owB .nia^cisi 
dle^-feew lb little difobcdiencE, [Curacy-,' ii^adtiEdaf 
OPtie^£t-tov«ids their ancient hdplefe parents^ that 
quitch the [cvcrTc appears, and a fon and his wife.oAcn 
ctKVt^ntsnt an old pecvij!b mother wi^ even m^iibibn 
lucd'B'difpofal'of^allthattheyii&se, . : i '. 

-.-.■' ' :" ■'■ i'^-. ' '■ ' '. '" :■■'. . '. 

- Now^'tis true, -Mdiatl'havefaid relates -jawftly b> the 
ahfenceof certain Vices;} which may be itttributiEd in 
part to their. quiet, phlegmatical temper, and: in. pvt 
toiiltniiHoC havii^:bu]T^amptes before chem^snd cerr 
tiuiincenti»es.to^ vice;:<for iiiftance, a'man. that bw 
noi&iperflivOy of ricfa -iand high food, and- no kind eS 
ffrong.dTiak^: And !on.i the. other hand goes through a 
|;reatd^:;df!:hafd. labour, will , certainly betray but 
few eiaplionsof the vices flowing from ,diele fources, 
thcKigb::t&ByiatE all txAmg in embryo in him. : The 
qualitynf Iteir l^d and &e poverty of their hp^Tf^ 
^EEXbem; froin mai^ & difdrder, that otber natignf 
imfacQerEachcothcr's lives by'. But as thele?ckc(unAaiiC«¥ 
can only-. Detain them £rora fome wiclMd .[K%4i>c(;st 
bat acitbd^netibie Should be afpnr-toother(ps«*spf 
tK3nfgt^ion&, aa cKdafing, fiealing, robtnog, .^f. wc-^ 
muft trace their fecming virtuous dcportnieot. tP- ^ff^ 
I /.{ other 
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other fountain-head. NoW- *iis true, 'as the Grcenlahdr 
CFS are ^influenced by divine or human laws, wf 
'might attribute tbefe fpecibus virtues to Reafon or 



compafljon. towards the helpkfs, (we Ihall ffe the 
icverte prefently'l but from felf-lovc and intereft. It «■ 
their intcrefl to impart of their abundance to the reft- 
of the houf'-, that they may give to them again when 
they 
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they have nothing. They^nuft he^) their neighbours, 
that tlieir neighbours may help them again. They miift 
he h6fpitable to ftrangers, that their name may be ex- 
tolled all over the.cguiitry, and that ihey may be'treat- 
.fcd the fame, when, ^cording to cul^omi they travel 
ill round the land, iyiJ have no time to procure provi- 
fioiis for them felves. In ihort the chara^cr our Savir 
our gave the heatben,' Mattb. v. that they only love 
thote that love tbem~, and do good to thofe tram whom 
they expeft the fame, is truly verified in the Green- 
landers. . ■ . - ' < ' _. , 
Andindeed the cafe is pretty much tfiefamc withtte 
aws and poUtical order. 
f . or judicial puni£hmentf 
r the deforniity of Vice 
;y 6f Virtue flimul^te th? 
ov^ ftrong the fway of tlie 
:, "tv^fx'ifSi. rocommended 
i it tjiat gives ignorant, ,or 
md fiaiple EuHic^, fuch.a 
T*(fe, before th?. Bpore po- 
: is Uieir.baflj'fuTnel^' not 
) get above (or, ^according 
te off the head.of) ihame, 
t glory in. tbeir^iliame. 

'-■ ■■- ■■ ■■■ ' "430-;- ■"■■ /-. '■ 

- 'TIrt Greriilalrders are pretty* wtll verfCiS ih'tbc,prin- 
Cfpal maxhn of the world's falfe but fafhibnable' Mo- 
wKffi vir. to fobe appearances, and to behave fo as to 
fteaf'fhe reputation of an hontrftman, or at fcaft'evade 
ptiWtdt.fcinidal ; nay they are better pra£litionei-s iii 
this artdian^ other more intelligent arid tiioralized na_- 
tions J (6 that I have oi'ten thought, our pretended ^ 
p-its/ortz might learn fortlething of tbeni'. .'Tet not- 
withftandrng this fpecious malk, it is, no injuftice to 
aHow them no true viitue, and only the abfehce of cer- 
tain vices. The following portraiture will prove what 
J fay. * 

To begin with their Love to their Neighbour ; you 
will fcarce find a GreenJander do good jCo another* 
without the mercenary hope of fome fpecdy retribution. 
'■ ' For 
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Fef ia&ap^ if a flrangef dies a|i4 l^^wes no itBi^-jf^ 
tio^or fons that can foon be (if r^ryicct no cMWwiU^^^ 
chafgeof-tj^ ^herlela feipily, s^ce^fon^bodyh^p:^ 
penfi to ^9^^ a,,Tn3ii-i^n^nt. Np (Misgives |h^m;e(f 
ther fop^ .•op- ftt^tpr, nay tjiey rjA them of thebc^ 
thoy bav?, ?.p4 ^terwarjis they can (es the poof pet^ 
freeze with cql(i, ^n^l ftarve with)iunger, andbajisin' 
di8eren$ abpijt. k, as if they werp cre^tuifs pF ^nothas 
fpecies. If J:»?pl? aftpre fpe: a kajak qvwfet at fea, a^ 
ihe ^i\ftrtHB#te Hian is no relation nor has paji^puJarlji 
iery^d ^jiejjJa tfey behold ^iih injfenfiVJljty, niy wkfe 
a certain ePi^riauiii^ent, how he ftruggles. in v:pii^,M 
fav^hiwiW- 'U is Coo much trouble for dui^ tF> fi^p 
into th^ui k^ajc, and h^ea to hi$ help ; ind {bouli 
th^y he'mcfmmQ^d with (hefbrwlw ^d cries pf tb* 
fepi^p reljttpus, fh^ flinlf away. But if they pm t? 
(ea together, tjiey will )ietif> one aapthef vp* be.cauli 
that i$ n(>t Bj|i*jeh trouble to-tJieBs. ^ They ha/e u) i^it, 
fcelipgmindtowfirds.thieyefy wiipjsls, (I .mean 6icl( 
as they d<^t w?flt for thfir rieqeflary ferMic©) fiv«n the 
children can qsrtiire ?:p^r little ufel^s h<rd tQ, i^eath 
with a carffiti cruel .pkafitfi; wy, foiittl^compaffion 
and fymp^thy i$ found amoag them, that it does not 
ftew it(«lf py^ in tl*e fp3( tbst iscompionly. iith a^ 
tender by nature. ■ , _ / 

On the other hand,there are traces of a ftrongcr love 
between Parents and Chiidrtn, and of the many paffi- 
ons rifing from, it, than there are in other nations. ' A 
mother cannot tuSer hcrohild ta be out of her fighti 
and many a, mother has drowned hcrfelf beca^fe bar 
child hath been drotnued. But juft fo it is with the ir- 
ratipnal cie3tui%3> they arc infet^ible to the ^leafure or 
painof.jDOietaniiRals, but their love and concern for 
their fwnyouijg. is fo much the Aronger. ThiswouU 
altnoft lead one to think, that the Greenlandeis a^- 
more from the uiftini^<indmavBments which the irr^ior 
nal animaJs have in common with mankind, than from 
^limanr^ibo. . And th«c predominant turn- is a cer- 
tain i^coiitideotion.' Even- -in mere temporal . things 
they iite atrandpm, devoid of care for the^futme. 
Whett3hejr.fcca.thing,,thcy.like it, though they dqp't 
know 
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kntrt^ftKat ufc to make of it. And if timrdetirefix- 
Wuftortariy thingj they will bartet whatever i^trioll 
necdftry' to them for it; and aftertvards fiiffer want; 
if- th*y deceive a favour, or affiftdncfc irt tbeit greatfift 
heed, efpeciaiiy from an European, they (hink of nd 
acknowledgement ot gratitude farther thariy iujondi, " I 
** -givd -you many thanks!" and if their ■ benefaflor 
fcottMwaht their fervice again^ he would feldom find 
it. When they are drefflkl in their Greenland finery, 
they ftrut like a peacock, and treat all beneath them 
With contempt, and el^ecially if they are endowed 
with fonit extraordinary dexterity^ and ard fdrtunate 
In feal-Catching. If their paffiohs, which they know 
how to curb, or at leaft donceal for a h>ng time, ihould 
once break out, they ragt with thfi more mad and bru- 
tal fuiy. What they have a mind to do, muft be 
done, and what they do not tike, no arguments can 
perfuade them to. This obllinacy, accompanied with A 
fly craft! nefs, is moftly found m the old people ; 'tis 
«wing in part to their inadvertency, and in part to the 
total neglcift of educating them, and breaking their 
will in their childhood. This caufes the Miilionariefi 
their greateft trouble, if they are not able to contriye 
fo, as to prevent beforehand their fixing their will, or 
wifely turn it aftdc. 

§ 31- ' 
It is eafy to imagine that the Grcenlanders are not 
all exactly alike, and confequently what i have hither- 
to faid, both of their agreeable and difagrceable fide, 
is not univerfalty applicable without exception. Some 
of them.are confiderate, judicious, beneficent people ; 
hut ftich are very rare. On the other hand, thofe are 
bot rare that lead a confefledly culpable, nay a vicious 
■ and unnatural life, when they have once conquered 
modefty and fliame, and have no retaliation to fear. 
X^ying and flander are common among the women. 
The poor.and the lazy are fijmetimes upon the watch 
for ftealing, efpecially fj^om unknown travellers, if" it 
can bat be done fecrerly ; but if they can rob a foreign- 
er, let it be by craft or force, it is a feather in their 
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cap. Tberefote the Europeans place no great confi-' 
d^ice in them, becaufe they have been cheated by tbem 
mfuny timest nay have been decoyed afhore, and then 
balbly murdered and robbed of their goods. But the^ 
dare not pradife luch fraud and villany on the Euro- 
peans that conflantly live among them, beciulecbey 
caa purfue the perpetratcars all orer the country, aha 
bring them ta pnniflimcnt. " ' 

Neither does-their plaufible outfide modelly go far. I 
will not be particular about their young fingle people; 
becaufe among them there are the fewelt open breach- 
es of cfaaftity, though they are as filthy in Iccret as o- 
tber nations ; but as to the gnmn-up, it is certain 
their polygamy does not always fprihg from a concern 
for population, but moHLy from luft. Moreover there 
are fome women that are whores by profeflion, though 
a fmgle womui feldom proftitutet-' herfelf to this fcan- 
dalous trade. But as for the married people, they 
are fo (faamdeis that, if they can, they break the ma> 
trimonial obligatipnoa both fidts without a blufb. But 
. fincc the underftanding of thefe people is fo little po- 
liflied, fince there is fo much of the beaft in their ani- 
ons, as has been hinted btlbiie ; it would fcarcely be 
imagined that they have much refinement in their brutal 
pleafures; Yet I have been affured of the contrary, 
and that they can read the language of the ogling eye, 
unattended with the leaft concomitant mien or moQos, 
better than the adepts in Turkey. • 

§ 32- 
How felf-inCeteHed and unjuH, nay how barbarous 
their treatment is of poor widow* and orphans that are 
deftitute of a protcflor, we may judge by their ftrangC 
and confufed regulation in tfce affair of inheritances. 
Wben a man dies, his eldeft fon inherits his tent and 
his women's-boat, that is, the paternal eftate, but then 
he muft maintain his mother and the reft of the chiU 
dren, who divide the houfc- furniture and cloaths a- 
tnongthem. If there is no fon grown-up, then the 
neareft relation enjoys th^ inheritance, and maintains 
and educates the widow and children. But if he is al- 
ready furniihed with a tent and a women's-boat, he 
transfers 
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tiMwfers t\K bereiitainent »jtd its inCurabesmE to footo 
ftpSMtgep i for no one e«i ypbold and &|[i« dsra of, ttrA 
ten^ aiul boats, Aftanvard$ when the fojia gmw up, 
tbey cannot reclaim the tient and baatv latt "he ihst Had 
it,; keeps jt J unlefs. tbfi fiaftjer-father ha*h o» duJckB* 
or only yowig eoft) ibrtluntheadotM«dibnj!take(^^ 
&j6on pf the psttimooy and fupports tfie fiinaUy w\i£o 
fatherlefs. So far it proceeds in good order. "BUt heid 
tiika aflaw ; Swc«! 8B fooii as the fims-stw gfdmVup 
Md commented 1^-cstefacra, the v^idow tpa/f AoMhtt 
fljc will with wh« they tarn; amd flionriid flic defer* 
her ©W,Wn«ft,^or aad his now hclplefs chilHFcdry tlten 
is no jujtice of th?peac« ts apply to &a TpiTs&:. iheiA* 
fore we may »ve]l think, that thcicariogfar-wjAafsattd 
orphans is often nmch negled»d, becaiifcof tia unccM 
lain wpeilgtion of any adrantsge'from it; e^eciatly if 
ihey have nothing to bring with; them at prefenti 
Thereftwe many b^ are negle^tsd in. flieir. yoath, ict 
caufe the equipping them with a ki^ak ahd-its jfipurtcir 
' nanc?e ia expeafive; but ftill more poor 6bje& of tht 
female fex perifli .with nakednids and hteiger.. 

But the moft hard-heHted fcene of all is -Ais : When 
a poor deflitvte widowj, that has no jimr lektkifis, , lies 
with her children on the ground, bt^wailingthclofs of 
her ht)ft>and almolft to diflradion, &tl the chattels of 
her h»A>afld are in the mesn ^Mtile cUndeftinely puc*- 
Jioined hy the gueft$, w^ at the lune time bear the 
compliments of condolence on their tongue. Thfe 
defpoiled widow has no court of judicature to lodge 
her complaint in or fue to for a recovery, but muft en- 
deavour to ingrstiate faerfclf with htm who has been 
her greateft plunderer. He will keep her a irtiilc,. arid 
when he is tired of her, jhe muft try to . isfmuate beir 
felf into the favour of another. But at laft &e suU 
her children are left to their hard fate, A little longer 
perhaps they prptraift life, by eating Mies, mufcles and 
iea-gfaft, but finally they muft ftarve and ffccne tb 
4eath, havipg no cloatbing nor larB^^-oil. This prOr 
ii?h\y is the principal reafon why the Qj'eenlaojd nation 
4imini(bes from y^ar to year, eipeciidJy where they 
. ha*c 
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have enlarged their wants by newcuftQms beyonil their 
iflcomc. 

§ 33- 

In criminal cafes the procefs is flill more diforderly 
and favage. No tranfgrefTors are punilhed with death 
but murderers, and fuch witches as are reported to have 
bewitched others to death. But in thefe cafes they 
proceed with fuch temerity and revenge, that at laft 
no one's life is fafe. 'Tis true the Greenlandws have 
not naturally a murderous difpofition J but as they are 
employed from their youth in butchering feals and other 
creatures, and have as it were an hereditary inclination 
to it, fo feme of them, by daily cuftom, at laft give 
room to the unnatural thcrft for murdering of men 
without any reafon. However, fuch fiends that mur- 
der out of mere blood-thirftinefs, or to make them- 
felyes famous or formidable, arc but few. There are 
more that do it out of envy at another's fuperior dex- 
terity or wealthier ftock, though they ftcal none of it. 
But the moft murder out of revenge. 

Such an aJTalSn perpetrates the deed at fea in a 
treacherous manner, by overfetcing the Greenlander in 
his kajak and drowning him, or by throwing an har- 
poon into his back behind, and fo leaving his body 
in the fea. If the friends of the murdered man difcovcr 
the murderer, they ftifle their anger, nay thejr 
do not fo much as let a word about it tranfpire, for 
fear the ruffian or hisfpies and accomplices might dif- 
patch them too to fecure himfelf. Yet depend upon it, 
they will not forget to avenge * the reeking blood, 
when they meet the murderer alone, even though 
thirty years fhould elapfe before they can effeift it." 
They generally attack him afliore, declare the reafort 
in a few words, then ftone him or run him through, 
and caft hisbody into the fea-, or if they are very mucfe 
provoked, they hew him to pieces and fwallow a bit of his 

* Tbis fpiiic of menge, vithont u«erin| the Itill iatimMion orit dW 
«fK ftoptiaae, itconvtjed iovra lotheii childMn ind (randdul jicn. But 
when ihn become true Chrillians, tbis fin lod eicels •.nics loo alon; wiib 
ibe reft, fo that they thiok no more of old injuries, but love one acaitiet 
Teiy heartiljr. 

Vol. I. O heart 
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heart or liver, becaufe they think his relations will W 
that means loJe their courage to fall upon them. If 
the puniihed offender is very notorious, and much 
hated for the murder he committed, and if he has no 
relations, then it goes no further. But commonly this 
iiifli£bd punifliment of death is again revenged with 
death, either on the executioner himfelf or his children^ 
coufins or other relations ; and if they cannot come at 
thefe, upon foine acquaintance that live in the fame 
neighbourhood. And thus blood may continue to be 
heaped upon blood, till fometimes it befalls quite in- 
nocent people. 

Their procedure with witches is alfo very fliort. 
If a rumour prevails that a certain old woman is a 
witch (or a man a wizard) which the poor old creature 
may thank, herfelf for, becaufe flic made pretences to 
charms and quackery; when, I fay, her name is up, 
a man need but have his wife or child die^ or his ar- 
rows mifs their mark, or his gun mifs fire, the aagt- 
kok or conjurer lays all the blame upon fuch a poor 
Wretch, and if {he has no alliance with fomc man of 
anns, all the country will join to ftone her, or the 
vill be thrown into the fea, or hewn to pieces, ac- 
cording as their rage diflates to them. Nay there 
have been infiances that a man has ftabbed his own 
mother or fitter in the prefence of a houfe-full of peo- 
ple, and no one hath upbraided him for it. However, 
(f the executed perfon hath any near relations, they 
endeavour to avenge her death, and thus the tragedy 
ifTues in a prolonged feries of murders. Sometimes 
when fuch poor wretches find there is no poflible efcape, 
they plunge themfelves into the more friendly bofom 
of the ocean, to elude the blood-thirfty weapons that 
would hew them in pieces, and would leave their dif- 
membered carcafs a prey to the ravens. 

§34- 
Thus I have thought it requifite to draw the good 
and bad fide of the charaflerof the Greenlanders, (who 
are perhaps the moft fimple and leaft corrupted of all 
the. Heathen Nations) and to trace "as much as poffible 
the ground and motive of their actions ; becaufe the 
2 accounts 
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accounts o( tbia Nation hitherto publifhed, as well as 
fhe Ipiendid delciiptions of almoft all heathcii nations 
.in ancient or later ages, might almoft induce us to 
.think that there were virtuous heathens, who excelled 
the Chriftians in many rfifpeiis, and that they were 
only reduced to the practice of vice by the bad example 
and temptations of the Chriftians, and by the new and 
unknown allurements they brought tfiem. From thefe 
premifes they deduce this conclufion, tdat men may 
lead a virtuous life'from the mere light of .Nature and 
Keafon, and do not fo exprefsly need the light of the 
. t^fpel in order to he pleafing to God and vailualile to 
their fellow Creatures, Every one knows, that this is 
the corner-ltone of Deifm. We alfo know that many 
a Teacher delights to alledge, without refle^nz on 
the confequenccs, the examples of the virtuous Hea- 
thens, as a reproach or Excitement to his au<litbry f 
which either bath no eSe&. at all, or elfe this t>ad one^ 
toftrengthenthat Pelagianifm which every man inherits 
by birth, and that Self-working, which produces noi 
thing but plauftble, painted virtues ; betides tiiat it 
pafSy as obfervcd already,- the mofi effc£ttial w^apoii 
into the hands of Atheifts and Deifts, to dtfpute the 
iieceffity of the Atonement, and of the doftrines of the 
^fpel. Thefc millakfn notions alfo make people think 
that the converlion of the heafHen Is a/i eafy thii^i and 
that the main difficulty is how to inftil into them a 
proper and conviAive conception of die divine ttiilhs ; 
for as to, good behaviour, that wi)! bo eafy enough, 
becaufe they have been accuftomed to a virtuoUs' walfc 
and demeanour, aprian. 

It is true, one may allow thefe heathen in feverdl re- 
fpe£b, a preference before cdrrupt Chriftians, becaufi^ 
tiiey really .efcfaew many vices, not barely- through th« 
^bfence of bad examples^ means and opportunities, of 
from a blvneable felf-praife and felf-tntereft, but dlfo 
from a principle of fliame ; which fhews that thCy havd 
a notion, though it be out An obfcurc one, that xtiii 
and the other thing ii wrong of finful, although theif 
native torpidity and difinclination to thought and re- 
fledion^ prevents their tracing fufficiently thole dilates 
ef the law of nature and of Confciehce, which lie 
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"in themj and confequently their aftitig ftotn prtncipIH 
and prcftrripts. And undoubtedly it is Ito GraR pfck 
ih their fitvour, that being enveloped ih titter ^- 
nfirance of Revelation, fhey are more obedient to tnc 
little light of their underftandhig, dwin moft nrtn aA 
to the itnowledgc they have 'frotn the dear liglrt df 
the gofpel, and to the frequent calls and tenders of ^- 
vinc grace in their hearts. This will at'leaft fpare tOo 
Greenlanders manyftripes, which trthWsltam ftjrrficm- 
felves by their liCentioufnefs, and ttitir contempt Of 
negfeft of offered Grace. 

But yet on the other hand, wecannrtpefOeiVeeithir 
in the Greenlanders, or inany other hcatlhen natioris 
we have had a clofer acquaintance With, that tbey flnrti 
by Nature the greatefl vices, and. praAtft Certain vir- 
tuei, whidi defcrve to be praifed -and Tewwided before 
the judgiriertt-feat of man, if not before the divine 
tribunal. And indeed, from whence fliould th«r de- 
rive the inftniftions, the pattern, and the aMtty 
requilite for it, as long as they -know nothing of tm 
Yacred Gofpel, and are flill under thedOmtnionof the 
god of this world, who delights to carry on his worit 
in'thofe that hdievc -not ? 



CHAP. V. 

Of the Religion, or rather Soperstitioh or 

THE GrEENLANDERS. 



T 



. § 35- 
HIS brings me to confider the "Religion, or more 
___ properly, the Superftition ofthis nation. But 
it"^ very'hard to fay any thing about it, bccaufe-lhey 
arc extremely ignorant, unthinking and credulous, 
and yet are very various in their opinions, foraimuch 2& 
every one hath liberty to believe any ttiing or nothing. 
Before Miffionaries came into the country, the 
Greenlaiiders were reported to be fuch grofs Idolaters 
as to worfliip the fun, and facrifice to the devil, th« 

h? 
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he might forvaid, or at leaft act hinder dieir bunting 
iad fi&ing. This the feamen (Ud not leain from any 
ililcouFle of the Greenlanders, for they undetHood no^ 
thing of what they laid ; but they drew the concluitoQ 
from certain circumftances. They faw, that as foon 
as the Greenlanders arofc in the laorning, they went 
out and ftood with their faces towards the riling of the 
. Sun, in deep meditation, in order to difcover by the 
took of the hemifpbere, or by the motion of the clouds^ 
whether they had good or bid weather to expert, 01 
even a ftorm the following day. They do fo ftill every 
morning. The failors, not knowing the true reafon, 
believed they worfhiped the fun. Again, others faw oa 
iwne forfaken places many quadrangular fpots laid 
over with ftone, and upon one elevated ftone found ibine 
clnd^s, and ncaricaheapof bare bones. Theconclufion 
was directly made, that the Greenlanders muft have fa- 
crificcd here ; and to whom ffaould they have facrificed 
but to the devil i But the feamenhad never &en the fum- 
mer-h^tations of the Greenlanders, which are tent« 
pitched in fuch quadrangular places, where they drefs 
tfieir meat with wood. Thiismay peopleerr in their con- 
dulionsconcerning theconflitution and religion of others^ 
if they have only feen fome circumftanccs without unr 
derftanding them. The Greenlanders have neither a 
religion nor idolatrous worihip, nor fo much as any 
cnvmdnies to be perceived tending towards it. Hence 
the firft Miffionaries entertained, a fuppoGtion, that 
Aere wag not the leaft trace to be found among them 
of any conception of a Divine Being, efpeciaJly as they 
bad no word toratprefs him by. When they were a^ed, 
who made the heaven and earth and all vifible things i 
their anfwer was : ff^e Anna nat ; or, vii do ntt know 
iim ; or, it muft havt htm frmt mighty ferfm ; or, tb'mgi 
have akotiyi hem as they are, and will aiviays remain fe. 
£ut when they came to iinderftand their language bet- 
ter, they found quite the reverfe to be true, from the 
notions they had, though very vague and various, 
concerning the foul and concerning fpirusi.and alio 
ftom their anxious folicitude about the Aate after 
death. And not only fo, but they .oojtld plainly ga- 
ther from a ;free dialogue they had wij^ &ine perfe^ly 
O 2 wiii 
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yii\i GrecnUnders, [at that time ayoJding at)y direA 
)(pplicUion to their hearts, or deirunding of them {he 
pradlice of duties for which they had no inclination) 
that their anccllors tnuH have believed a Supreme Being, 
and did render him fomc fervice, which their pofterity 
neglefted by little and little, the further they were rc-r 
moved from more wife and civilized nations, till at. 
laft they loft every juft conception of the Deity. Yet 
after all it is manifeft, that a faint idea of a divine; 
Being lies concealed in the minds even of this people,- 
becaufe they direftly aflent without any objeftion tq 
the Doflrineof a God and his Attributes, except they 
ue afraid of the confequences of this truth, and Iq 
will not believe it. Only they fuffcr their natural flug- 
gifhnefs, fiuptdity and inattention to hinder thent 
from attainihgjuft and confiftent principles, by a due 
reflexion on the works of creation ai)d on their own ti- 
morous forebodings concerning futurity. But ftill 
further, fome of them, though perhaps not all, muft 
have had . fome mediutions and enquiries in their 
mind concerning this matter before they law any Mif-; 
fionary; at leaft'iii their younger years, before family 
cares were accumulated upon them. This is plain 
from the following anecdote^ 

A miffionary being once in company of fome bitpti^ed 
Greenlanders, exprefled his wonder, how they could 
formerly lead Aich a fenfclefs life void of all reflexion. 
Upon this, qneofthem anfwered as follows : " It if 
f^ true we were ignorant heathens, and knew nothing 
t' of a God or a Saviour;'and indeed who Ibould tell 
'* us of him till you came? But thou muft not itna- 
" gine, that ao Greenlandcr thinks about thefe things. 
f* I myfelf have oftf n thought : A Kajak with all its 
f ^ tackK and implements does not grow into exiftencc 
^^ of itfclf, but muft be made by the labour and iRge- 
V nuity of man ; and qne that does not underftand it, 
f would direflly fpoil it. Now the meaneft bird has ' 
-'* far more fkilj difplayed in its firu£ture than die beft 
*' kajak,' and no man can make a bird. But there is 
*^ a ftill far greater art Ihewninthe formation of a man, 
*' than of any other creature. Who was it that made 
^' him ? 1 bcdiought me, he proceeded from hii par^ts, 
■ ' It and 
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** and they from their psreats. But {omemufthave 
** been the firft parents ; whence did they come ? 
** Common report informs me, they grew out of the 
" earth. But if fo, why does it not ftil) happen, that 
" men grow out of the earth ? And. from whence 
*' did this fame earth itfelf, the fea, the fun, the moon, 
" and ftars arife into exiftence ? Certainly there muft . 
" be fome Being who made all thefe things, a Being that 
*' always was, and can never ceafe to be. He muft 
*.' be inexprelfibly more mighty, knowing and wife, 
** than the wifeft man. He muft be very good too, 
*' becaufe every thing that he has made is good, ufeful 
" and neceflary for us. Ah did I but know hira, how 
" would 1 love him and honour him ! But who has 
*' feen him ? Who has ever converfed with him ? 
" Nonejaf us poor men. Yet there may be mpn too, 
" tVat know fomething c^ him; O could I butfpeak 
" withfuch! Therefore (faid he) as foon as ever I 
*' heard you fpeak of this great Being,..I believed it 
" direaiy with all my heart, becaufe I had lb long 
*' defired to hear it." 

This teftimony was confirmed by the others with 
more or fewer attendant circumftances. As for in- 
ftance, they fuperadded : ** A man is made <}uite dif- 
" ferent from the beafts. The brutes have no under- 
" ftanding, but they ferve for food to each other, and 
" all for the ufe of man. But man has an intelligent 
" foul, is fubjeft to no creature in the world, and yet 
*' man is afraid of the future ftate. Who is it that he 
" is afraid of there ? That muft be a great Spirit, 
" that has the dominion over us, O did we but 
" know him, O had we but him for our friend !" 

Therefore the decifion of the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles remains valid, Rom. i. 19. &C. 7%at which may 
he inown of Ged is manifji in them, for Gad hath Jhewed 
it unto them, being undtrjiood by the things which are made; 
though they became vain in their imaginations, and their 
feoli/b heart was darkened. And this propofition is 
fufficiently fupported not only by the univerfal teftimony 
of hiftorians and travellers, that no nation has, ever 
yet been difcoyered but what had fcxne notion of a God, 
O 4 however 
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however obitire and erroneous it might be ; but klfo 
by whit is found in the wild and flupid Greenlandcrs,' 
ttieii diveirs opinions conctrning the Joul efmaij ana 
concerning other greats or inferior fpsritual'tjftnces. 

It is trye we find fame Grc fin landers, that do Hot 
believe that their Sotil difffefs from the vital eflenqe ix~ 
ifting in other animals, or that it lives after death. But 
tliefe -are either otteHy ftupid brutal creatures, that are 
even laughed at by the reft of their nation ; or they arc 
maligpant crafty khavcsj Who f«k to derive fomo 
profit from the.delufion. 

Others grant, that the foul is difFcrcnt from the 
body, but defcribe it ftiil fo material or corporeal, 
tjiat itcan increafeand decrcafe, is divilibfe, can lofe 
a- piece'of Us fubftaiite and have it reftored again, 
ii3y can' 'eV,<!n be parted from rbe bodjr for a thne ;- lb 
that many a one 'upon a long voyage has pretended to 
hpve' left fiis foul at home, and yet continues brifk 
and heftlthy all the while. It is' probable they hiive 
been milled into thefe ftrange abfurditi^s, partiy by a 
home-ficlyiefs, or continually thinking of their native 
place y-hen abfent from it, and partly by fncli kind of 
iicknefleS' as enfeeble, or 'q'uite fuppKffs the faculties of 
the foul ibr a timt. 

Some of thefe materialifts will needs have two fouls, 
viz. the Shudo^vi and the Breath of a man ; and ima- 
gine that in the night the volatile ihadow elopes front 
the body, and wantons about a hunting, dancing, vi~ 
filing, and fo on. The dreams of the GreCnlanders 
being very frequent and lively, nay often almoft incon-' 
cciveafcle, have led 'them to Hiis whim. This fefl is 
the beft fuppoft of the angekoks or ctmjnrers, who 
pretend to the art of , repairing a maimed foul, of 
bringing borne a loft or fugitivp one, and of changing 
away a ficicly foul for the found and Iprightly foul of 
,a hare, a reindeer, a bird or in infant. , 

'Tis very likely fuch Greenlanders may have much 
the fame notion, who pretend to believe a Tranfmigra- 
tion of fouls ; which opinion we drfcovered but lately 
among them. This fentiment is particularly propa- 

f" !tted by the hel^dcfs widows, in order to allure the 
ounty of parents by impofing on their credulity ; 
for 



tvGooj^lc 



Chat). $■ Oi- TtiHi*. SirtiftiTiTtoM. I'or 

fer ihlbmce, i vnitm wffl teH a fethfci-, ftflft Wie fou! 
rf IB* deccrfed cnild is flbwn into his Von, or Wie fott! 
cJ hii afeeaffid child has tafcen up its Tcfittchce In oHb 
of her (Wldren- Awordingjy the father (in the Inter 
cafe) is ftacltous to ibeff kiniwefs to the lU^ofiJd ferf 
of. his ttril*, or ^ih tht fermer) bdievel MihEiF to fate 
vcr* rifiariyrditcd to the Wittbw. 

Biik'the moR feniible Greenfenclers maiAtlin, that 
the foul is a fprritna] cflencc, tjuiXe different from thb 
body ^d all iiVat^d fiibftances, that it needs ho cor- 
pbreal hbiitfOiinent, and though the bodycormpts in 
the eattb, dife foal Survives after deaths «m Mti^ have 
another kind off natriment, but vAat thatis, tfte^lmoflr 
riot. The Angekoks, who pretend to have vifitftd ftt- 
qtiently the ittlm of fouJs, defcribe the foul ai pgle 
:|nd foft-, nnd tfMft If any one would gra^ it, be Feel* 
nothing, bediirfe it has no fleib and bcoie. 

§ 37- 
Hence it is eafy t6 conje^ure *-hat conceptiont Hiey 
form to themfclves of the^aarr fiatt. In general they 
imagine it to be si better ftwe than this temporal life, 
and they believe that it never ends. But they differ 
very much in their 'fcntiments about the fite and cir- 
cumftanccsof the place. 

As theCreeftlanders acquire the'moft and beft of their 
fliftenainn: .from the boftnn of the fea, Aerefore many 
or ttioft of them pltee their t^rm in die abyflcs rf 
the ocean, or the bowels of the earth, and think 
the deep cavities of the rocks are the avenues leading 
to it. There dwells Tomgarfuk and his mother i 
there a joyous fnmmer is perpetual, and a fiiining fun 
. is obfcurcd by ho night j there, is the feir limpid flreanr, 
and an exuberance of fowls, fi&es, reindeer, and their 
bieloved feals, and thefe arc all to be caught without 
toil, nay they arc even found in a great kettle boiling 
alive. Bnt to thefe feats none muft approach, but 
thofe that have been dextrous and diligent at their work, 
(for this is their grand idea of virtue) that have per- 
formed great exploits, have maftered many whales and 
jeals, have undergone great hardfliips, have been drown- 
. ed in the fea, or died in childbed. 

Hence 
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, Hence it is obvious, that they had formerly a tradi- 
tion that good would be rewarded. £ut to proceed ^ 
the dilembodied foul does not enter dancing into the 
Elyfian fields, but mufl fpend five whole days, and 
Some fay longer, in Hiding down a rugged rock, which 
is thereby become full of blood and gore. I cannot taf 
whether the ground of this fable was a notion of the 
purgation of the foul } or only in general, that one is 
to pafs per efpera ad aftra. Thofe unfortunate fouls 
that are obliged to perform this rough journey in the 
cold winter, or in boifterous weather, are. peculiar. 
obje£ls of th% pity, becaufe they may be eafily de- 
firoyed on the ro?id ; which deftriidion tl^jr call the 
fecond death, anddcfcribe it as .perfect extiniftion } and 
this is the moft dreadful confideration of all fo them. 
TTierefore . during thefe iive days or upwards, the fur- 
viving relations muft abflai^n from certain meats, and 
from all noify work (except the necellary Rfliiiig) that 
the foul may not be difturbed in its perilous pafTage, or 
even pecifb. Hence it might be fuppofed^ that their 
anceftors perhaps offered fome oblations for the depart-, 
ed fouls of their relations : At leall this is quite difr 
cernible, that the ftupid Greenlanders, as well as the 
l^fible ancient Heathens, conceive a horr()r at the 
thoughts of the entire annihilation of the foul. 

Others, that are more charmed with the beauty of 
the celedial bodies, foar beyond the rainbow, to the 
loftiefl iky to feek their paradife there \ and they ima^ 
gine the flight thither is (a eafy and rapid, that the (bul 
refts the very fame evening in the manfion of the 
MooHr who was a Greenlander, and there tt can dance 
^nd play at ball with the reft of the fouls ; for they 
interpret the Northern Lights to be the dance of fpor- 
.Jiye fouls. There the fouls are placed in tents round 
a vaft lake, wjiere l]fh and fowl abounds. When this 
lake overflows, it rains uppn the earth, but fliould 
oru;e the dam break, there would be a general A.t- 

But the firft of the fe£ls maintain, that none V^t 

the worthlefs, lazy wretches afcend up into this aerial 

void, and find there a great famine of all things, fot 

which reafon the fouls are exceeding meager, w^k and 

languid. 
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languid, elpe'qially as they can have no repofe, on ac> 
count of tife rapid rotation of the heavens. That 
jnnclced people, and witches efpeciallif, are to be ba^ 
niflied hjther, and they will be fo infefted with ravens, 
that they wilt not be able to Iceep them off their haift 
^ut thclaft fe^ thinlc, they kn^wttieirdeftiny better; 
they ihalLalTociate with a group of fouls like them* 
felves, and fliall feed upQn nott^ing but feals faeads^ 
which will never be confumed. ' ^ 

The wiCer Greenlanders, that look upon th^ foul to 
be a fpiritual inunateri^ elTence,. laugh at all this, tt 
fay, if ev^fi there il^ould beiuch a material luxuriaQt 
paradife, where the fowls of the Gfcenlandcrs coul^ 
entertain themfelves with- hunting* liiH it can onlyen^ 
fiure for a time. Afterwards the fouls 
\y cotrveyed to the peaceful ntaniions. 
jipt what their nourjihinent oe theit c 
there. On the other hand they iltuat 
the fubterran^pus regions, which arc 
^d heat, a^id filled with perpetual ten 
This laft fort of people lead.a regular I 
from every thing that they thii^ is evil. 

538: 

Thofe that know what abfurd nations the antieqt 
wife Heathens had of the Soul and the future State, 
will not fa much wonder at the fenfeleHhefs of the 
Green! anders, but will rather acknowledge here 
and there a fagacity, beyond what we can trace in 
them in other refpcfts. I take thefp to be the fmall re- 
mains of the truths of the Patriarchal Religion, which 
tradition has propagated dowi) to pofterity; but the 
further fucceeding generations removed from their firfl 
dwelling, and alfo from other civilized nations, the 
more were thcfe truths difr^rded and forgot, or veil- 
ed and adulterated with new additions. If we read the 
accounts which have been given of the moft northerly 
American Indians and Afiatic Tartars, we find a pret- 
ty great refemblance between their planner of life, mo- 
i^s, ufages and notions, and what has been faid above 
pf the Greenlanders ; only with this difierence, that 

■ ^hc 
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(he ftltther the fitvalc nitibOs wandered towards th« 
. horfhjthe fewet they retained of their ancient conceptl- 
tmi and cuftpms. As for the GreenlaHdera, if it be 
ttue (as Is fuppofed) that a remnant-of theold Norway 
chriHians incorporated themlelves and became one p«)- 
i^e with them j the Oreenlandera may thence have 
heard and adopted fortie of their notions, whi£h ther 
«iay have new^modelled , In the coarfe mold of their 
. own brain. 
' ' We find the Kite rtiutiliited mangled traditions among 
"Aem concerning the Creation of the World, its laft 
JEnd, and Noah's Flood; many of which don't found 
more incongruous, but are as contradidlory to each <>• 
Dtions of the GKCks in the fabulous ages 
Give me leave t* introduce fome of 
call the Srft Man Kalhli-, and fxf he 
the earth,- and foon afterward his Wiffe 
is Aumb, and from this pair all man'- 
i. There are many that afcribe the ori- 
igs to this man. The woman is ftid to 
death into' the world, by faying : Ltt 
theft die to makeraiih fir their poflerity. As for the ori- 
gin of the Europeans, they fay, that a Greenland- 
ifli woman was once delivered of fome in^/uMie/ ( fo they 
■call the Europeans) , and Tome dogs, which devoured 
'their father. Afterwards one of the kabhnat mocked 
■^ Greeniander betaufe he could Ihdot no birds ; the 
'<}reenlander, to ifliew that his arrow was not fuch a 
Toolifli wanderer, ftot the fcorner dead ; this enkin- 
"dfled a war between tliem, in which the Greenlanders 
'conqdered at laft, and extirpated all foreigners. This 
points to the deftruffion Of the old Norwegians, upon 
whom T&ey caft that odium, to afcribe their origin to 
'dogs metamorphofed into men. They fay, iifhes were 
produced by a Qrecnlander's taking the (havings of a 
tree, drawing them between his legs, and calling them 
into the iea. 

Almoft all heathen nations know Something of No-, 
ah's Flood, and the firft miflionariea found alfo fomc 
prettyplain traditions among the Greenlanders j name- 
ly, that the world once ovetfet, and all mankind, ex- 
cept 
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etpt oh«, Vfttt dnntned ; but femB wece turned iatd 
fierf l^irite. The oaiymui that dltaped .alirc, afttc* 
warJls fmote the gnond' with Ine ftick, asd outiprung 
a woman, and fhefe two le^eo^ed die world, i^ is 
t>i<t>of 'that the ddugc once avet4owBd the whole canb^ 
th<7 -fa^ that many &e]ls, wid relict of fiftww, hive bean 
fatmd far Within the iJand v^ktt men could never have 
lived, yea thM Wnes cif whales faawe beta found Bpcn 
a h^h meiimtaiiA. 

Tlte^-caHitot have much notion of the End of tfas 
World, and the Re^rcSion of tbr body. Some aC» 
fert that the foul ftays -^Yt daye by the grave when: the 
body lies ; then the perJbn rifes again, and fedcs ioa 
(naintenanoe in the <ffher werld, lb as he did in thii. 
Therefore the4iunting implements of the decea£td at* 
diipofitedby his ^iive. But as the more confiderate Green* 
landers have fcen, that both the body and the hunting in- 
firuments lieupoA the place and rot, they believe nothing 
efthisandknownothingofthatrdurre^ionwhidiistruc. 
Yet fome few have uttered the following bints towudi 
k, which are the tnore Worthy of notice, becaufe they 
contain at the ' fame time fome trace of a fupieme Being. 
Theyfay, tlKtt in diAant future periods, when all mai^ 
kind &all h»*e died and be extinS ; the terrefirial 
globe fhal) be da&ed to pieces, and purified frmn the 
blood (^ the dead by a vaft flood of water. Then a 
wind fbalt blow the clean-waflied duft together, and 
replace it in a more beautiful form di^n ever. From 
that time there w9l be no more bare and buren rooks, 
but the whole will be a l^vd champaign, overfpfead 
with verdure and delight. The uiimals will alfo rilir 
and reanimate In vaft abundance. But as for men^ 
Piriftma, i. e. He that is above, will breath upon them, 
and they fliall live. But they can give no account who 
he is, iii»t is above*. 

§39- 
Befides the foul of man, the Greenlanders fpeak of 
other fuftrior and inftriir Spirits, which have fome Jit 
militude to the major and minor ^ods of the xncioot 

* f. Zgiiix GMtjuutivB, p. 79t •- ^ 
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heathens. Theieandnly two ofthcfirAnuik, agood 
fpirit and a bad one; They call the good Tpirit Tvrrig^'- 
fii. This is the ofacle of the Angekoks, to whom 
thejr feign to have made many a pilgrimage; inhisfub- 
terraneoua happy manfions, in order to Confer with himi 
about dHeafes and their cure, about good weather, 
and fuch momentous matters. They don't all agree 
about his form or afpnEti Some fay he has no form at 
all ; others defcribe him as a great bear ; or as , a great 
man with one ann ; or as finatl as a (ingen He is im- 
mortal, and yet might be kilted, if any one breaks 
wind in a houfe wherewitchcraft.is carrying on. The 
other great but malignant fpirit, is a nametds femalej 
They differ in opinion, whether Ihe is Ttrngarfuk'i 
wife or his mother. But the northern Grecnlandcrs 
beUeve that fhe is the daughter of the mighty Ange^ 
kok, that rended Difko illand from the main-land near 
Ball's river, and towed it near 200 leagues northwards 
< This infernal Proferpine dwells under ^e fea in a great 
houfe, where Ihe can dnain in captivity all the animals 
of the ocean by her magic power. In the oil-jar under 
her lamp, the fea-birds fwim about. The poruJs of 
her palace arc guarded by iierco and rampant feats< Yet 
'tis often left to the defence of a great dog, that nevef 
deeps longer than the twinkling of an ctc, and there- 
fore can rarely be furprifed unawares. When a dearth 
befalls them at fea, an Angckok muft undertake a 
journey Either, but he will be well paid for it. His 
torngak, or familiar fpirit, having prcvioufly well in- 
flnidted him, conduits him firft through m earth or 
lea. Then he pailes through the kingdom of fouls^ 
who all live glorioully. Afterwards be comes to a hor- 
rible abyfs or vacuum, over which a fmall wheel, al 
Anootb as ice, whirls round with great velocity. Be- 
ing happily got over this, the torngak conveys him by 
the hand along a rope ftretched over the abyfs, and then 
through the ceniry of feals into the palace of 
thetartarean fiiry. The inftant fl»e <fples theobtrad- 
ing vifitants, flie ftiakes her^f and foams with wrath, 
bnd makes efforts to fet iire to the wing of fome lea- 
fowl, which could fhe effe£):, the poifonous fiench 
would oblige the fuSbcated Angekok and Torn^ to 
(uirender 
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furrender themfelvcs her prifdners. But thefe heroes 
J^ze her before flie can emit the effluvia of her hdliih 
incenfe, drag her about by her hair, and defpoil her 
of her filthy appendant fpells, which by their occult 
power detained the fea-animals. The inchantment be- 
ing diJiblved, the captive creatures direflly afcend t6 
the furface of the ocean, wid the champion alfo enjoys 
eafe and fafety on hii way back. 

But the Greenlandcrs don't pay much regard to this 
female phantom, becaufe there is fo much rage and ma" 
levolencc in her, and fbe fo often occafions them fear- 
city of provifions, trouble and expence. Yet they do 
not look upon the goddefs to be fo bad neither, that fhe 
woiild torment mankind and make them miferable for 
ever ; neither is her caftle reprefented as a hell, but as 
a glorious place. Yet flie defires no one's company. 
But on the other hand they fpeak very honourably of 
Torngarfuk, and though they do not count him to be 
the author and creator of all things, yet they wifh to 
go to him after death, and partake of hi» affluence. 
Therefore many, when they hear of God and his om- 
nipotence, are readily led to the fuppofition, that pro- 
l>ably we mean their Torngarfuk. However, in gene- 
ral they look upon him only as other heathens have 
done their Jupiter, Pluto, and fuch other fuperior 
^ids, who flill were not thought to be the fupreme 
God, from whom all things derive their being *. On- 
ly they render him neither honour nor worfhip any 
farther. They think he is too benign to demand their 
ofiering or bribe ; except you can trace the Ihadow of 
an offering in a cuflom of the Greenlanders to lay a 
piece of blubber, or any fort of Ikins, or above all a 
piece of ilefh from the firft reindeer they fhoot, near 
a great ftone. Yet they can aiBgn no other reafon for 



God. ThEycali the Ibul urngik, viy othti Cpitit I'lmgat ; and Terxrar-fiai 
fignifiei a giiM fpirit, inftcad of whiih tbey dy Torngar-fuk, Tfie Indi- 
ans in America tall the Divine being Utt frcai fphli, in oppolition to the 
Minilu or inferior fpiritt, who tike up their refidence in various creaturej, 
CTCD ih«Ic ibat arc inaoimale, and all tbcTe Ipiitla aic honouicJ by ttu 
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this prafticp, but ~tl^t their fiarefether? di*} tHe f^pi?, 
that ^ey pight bp ruccefsful in their l^bfiurs. 

§ 21. 

No Qoe but an Ajigekok can be admitted to an ^wdj- 
^ce of ihpfe greaf ^i'rits ; but ptfcer foiSts have $- 
nougb to fay of the petit fpirits ^ho r^&^e ui all the 
elements. 

They report that tJiEfe is in the air ^ Inn>/a or pro- 
prietpr, whom they call Iwerterrirfik^ i. E. pne th»t 
forbids } becaufe he bids the An^f l^ok^ to t^I) the ptQ- 
^e what they njuft forbear if they would be' ftfcpelsfijj. 
Their Erlifrfartok alfo inhabits thp aitj apd lies in 
waif for the fouls as they afcend ypwarjJs, tb take out 
their bowels, and devour them. They i»ijit Ijini fujl 
as meager, dark, fullen, and favage as Saturn. The 
Kungtujetsiit are nereids, or fpirits of the ocean, that 
feize and devour the foxes when they come to catch 
iilh on the ftrand. The Ingnerfilt are ignipotent or 
falamandrine fpirits, that inhabit the clefts of the 
rocks by the fea-fide, and are often feen like the igms 
fatuus. They fay, they were the inhabitants of the 
earth before the deluge ; and wh?n the globe turned up- 
fide down into the waters, they were raetamorphofed 
into flames, and flieltcred thcmfelves in the cliffs. 
They charge them with Healing men frequently off the 
flrand to get comrade's, but they are however very kind 
to them. 'jT'ie Tunnerjoit and Intiuaralit ai'e fpirits of 
the mountains ; the iirft are giants four yards high, 
and the laft pygmies but a foot tall, but very expert 
however. Thefe pygmies are the mafters forfooth that 
have taught us Europeans our arts. On the other 
Jiand the £ri^//V have a face like a dog's head : They 
are martial fpirits, and inhuman foes to mankind j 
however they only inhabit the eaft-fide "of the land. 
Perhaps the rife of this was fome badge of ignominy 
patched upon the remnant of the Norwegians. SiUor- 
pkfartok is a mighty £olus that prefides on fields of 
ice, and fends good weather, Fr e{h water has alfo its 
proper genii. Therefore when the Greenlanders comp 
to an unknown fountain, an angekok or the eldeil man 
" muft 
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tnuft drink firft, to deliver it from sny evil fpirit. If 
pei^le, efpecialljr women that have fmall children, or 
are mourners, grow ficic after eating certain food, then 
the ntrrim-innuety i. e. thofe that harbour in eatables, 
iriuft bear the blame, becaufe they entice them to eat 
contrary to the rules of ab&inence. The fun anA, the 
moon have alfo their tutelary rcfidents, whowereOhcc 
men. Nay the very air is a vital effence, that may be 
kindled to anger by untoward ad:ions, but yet is kind 
enough to admit petitioners to afk its counfel. It is to 
be hoped thofe gentry at leaft will not wonder at this, 
who follow the religion of the wife Chinefe, Or the pre- 
fent new European dialeift, to call upon the heavens to 
be their witnefs or to blefs them. And woulda clever 
genius take the trouble to improve it, perhaps the 
Greenland fuperftltion might gain the preference of the 
Grwk and Latin mythology ; at leaft I am certain it 
would not turn out fo obfcene. 

The Grecniandets have alfo enough to tell us aboufr 
fpeitrcs, and they think that all monitrous births are 
afterwards metamorphofed to fuch fcare-crosys, that 
frighten away the feals and the fowls. None but the 
Angekoks can fee fuch an apparition or Angiak, and 
catch it in the air. But they piuft go upon this hunt 
with their eyes blinded, and when th^ have feizcd it, . 
they tear it to pieces, or even eat it up. 

They alfo believe apparitions of the ghofts of the de- 
parted ; this is evident from a little ftory in Capt, Egt- 
di'tCmtintiatim, p. 74. That a boy who was playing with 
other boys on the plains in broad day, was taken hold 
of by his mother, who had been buried in that place, 
and addrefled with the following words among others : 
*' Do not be frighted, I am thy mother, and love thee, 
" Thou wilt live with ftrange people, who will in- 
*' ftrudltheeconcerninghimwhomadc heaven and earth, 
" iSc" This the boy himfelf told the Miffionary, 
after became to live in his houfe and had been bapuzed, 
and Others conBrmed the notion. 

§ 41. ■ 

If a Grccnlander will be an Angikai, i, e. a forcerer 

or diviner, he muft procure one of the above-mentioned 

Vot. I. P fpiriii 
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Ipirits of the clemenft for his lomgak or familiw 
fyii'M, They tell marvellous tales of die procedare at 
their inftalment, to win the appearance and reputation 
of a real eomitrfe with fpirits. And indeed this ramti 
reputation is the principal aim of their magic fludies. 
T^e Greenlander muft retire from all mankind for a 
while into fome folltary recefa or hermitage, muft 
-fpend the time in profound meditation, and (:aJl upon 
Torngarfulc to fend him a torngak. At length, by 
abandoning the converfe of .men, by faftjng and emaci- 
ating the body, and by a ftrenuoiis intenfenefs of 
thought, the man's Imagination grows diftradled, fo 
that blended images of men, beafts and motifters' ap- 
pear before him. He readily thinks thefe are real fpirits^ 
becaufe his thoughts are full of fpirits, and this throws 
liis body into great irregularities and convulfions, which 
he labours to cherifh and aagment. Some of them 
. are devoted to this art frdm their youth, diffinguiflied 
with a peculiar drefs, and inllru£ted by fome celebrated 
mailer, and by this means the initiation coHs them lefs 
trouble. But many fay they muft lit upon a great ftone, 
call upon Torngarfuk, and tell him ^ their delire. 
When he makes his appearance, the pupil is terrified, 
dies, and continues dead for three days. Then he comes 
to life again, and gets his torngak, whoinftru£ts htm 
in all wifdom andfkill according to hisdefire. and alfo 
conducts him. both to heaven and hell in a little 
time. 

But tHis excurfion cannot be performed before au- 
tumn. Yea the way is ftiorteft of all in winter, when 
the nights are longeft (for it muft always be dark foi; 
this work of darknefs) and when the rainbow, -which 
they count the firft heaven, prefents itfelf in thegreateft 
vicinity to the Earth. Firft the devotee drums a while, 
making all manner ofdiftorted figures, by which he 
enervates his ftrehgth, and works up his enthufiafm> 
Then he goes to the entry of the houfe, and there gew 
one of his pupils to tie his head between his legs, and . 
his hands behind his back with a ftring ; and then all 
the lamps in the houfe muft be put out and the windows 
■fhm. up. For nb 'one muft fee the interview between 
Itim and the fpiritj no one muft Jtir, not lb much as ta 
fcratch 
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fcratch his head, that the fpirit may not be hindred, or 
rather that Jie may not be detei^ed in his k^very. 
Therefore there is no going to heaven by anymeans 
in broad day-light. But to proceed ; after he has be- 
gun to fing, in which all the re;ft join with him, he 
begins to figh and pufFand foam with great perturba- 
tion and noifei and calls out for his fpirit to come to 
bim^.and has often, great /trouble before he comes. 
But if the fpirit is ftilL deaf to his cries, and comes not, 
his foul flies away tp fetch him. During this dereliiftion 
of his foul, he is quiet; but ' by and by he returns again 
with fliouts of joy,, hay with a cert^n ruftling, fo that 
a perfon who was feveral times prefent, auured me* 
that it was exadlly as if he had heard feveral birds 
pome flying iirft over the houfe, and afterwards into it. 
But if the Torngak comes voluntarily, he remains 
without in the entry. There our angelcok difcourfes 
with him about any thing that the Greenianders want 
to know. Two diiTerent voices arc diftindtly heard, 
one as without, and another as within. The anfwer 
is always dark and intricate. The hearers interpret 
the meaning among themfelves, but if they cannot agree 
in the foliition, they beg the Torngak to give the 
Angekok a more explicit anfwer. Sometimes another 
comes who is not the ufual torngak, in wbich cafs 
neither the .angekok nor his company undarlland him. 
Then the anfwer is obliged to be developed in the fame 
manner as the Delphian oracle was formerly, and thud 
the angekok gets an evafion to fave his honour if hia 
predi£tipn is npt accompli flied. 

But if his commii£on extends lUU further, he foarsi 
aloft with his torngak on a long firing to the realm of 
fouls, where he is admitted t<y a Ihort conference with 
the Atigeiut pBglit, i. e. the fat or the famous wife ones^ 
and learns there the fate of his fick patient, or even 
brings him a new foul back. Or elfe he defcends to 
the goddels of hell, and fcts the enchanted creatures free. 
But back he comes prefently agajh, cries out terribly, 
And begins to beat his drum ; for in the mean time h« 
has found means to difengage himfelf from his baods, 
at leaft by the help of his fcholars ; and then, with 
the air ofonequite^tdsd with'his.journeyt^ tell* along 
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ftoiy of all that he hath feeti and heard. Finally fas 
tunes up a fong, and goes round and imparts his bene- 
diction to all prefent by atouch. Then they light up 
the lamps, and fee the poor angelcok wan, fatigued and 
harralTed, fo that he can fcarce fpeak. 

It is not every Greenlandcr that iilccecds in this art, 
and if a man drums ten times in vain for his tomgialEk 
he muH relign his office. But if he praftifes his ma- 
gic for a certain time ivith good elFeA, he may be ad- 
vanced to anangeltok poglik. In this cafe he muft litf 
in a dark houfe, but without being bound neck and 
heels.. Firft he makes his defire known by ItngJng 
and drumming; if torngarfuk counts him worthy (ft* 
not all attain this honour) a white bear comes and 
drags him by his toe into the fea, where he is devoured 
by this fame bear and a fea-lion. But a little while 
' after they fpue him out again into his former dark place, 
and his fpirit comes up again out of the earth and 
re-animates the body. Then you have a coinpleat arch- 
magician. 

§42' 
- This is fo very coarfc," that the fraud betrays itlelfj 
The millionaries have alfo pointed it out to the Green- 
tanders quite plain on many occaiions ; but they hav< 
never found any adequate ground to charge thefe poor . 
people with a real dealing with fatan. Neither ought 
they all in the lump to be pronounced mere jugglers. 
There are fome fenfible ingenious perfons among them, 
though their number is but fmall ; others are real 
phantalls, to whom fomething uncommon may have 
happened j but the moft are bare-faced deceivers. 

The fcnfiblc ones, whom we might call wife men, 
er genuine angekoks, (for the word implies alm<rfl as 
much, as a great and wife man*) thefe, 1 fay, hare 
acquired a certain knowledge of nature, partly from the 
inftni£tions of their predeceflbrs, and partly through 
their own reflcftions and expeVience, from which they 
may draw a pretty good conctufion about the variation 

' ■ Af^m, ar a, the (buthluidcra pronowicc k AiitMi, Ggnifiti, 
•' ht ii.vtt]' great j" ad Ji^giMt deiioK^ <bt wwcflM,. 
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of the weather, or a good or bad fiftery, and confc^ 
queritly can advife people How to proceed in this and 
the odier cafe. Their regimen with the fick is the 
-fxmt ; they mean no othe^ but to chear up the patient, 
though Legerdemain is the principal ingredient in the 
cordial j and as iong as they themfelves have any hopeS 
of a recovery, they will do their beft to cure thenr, 
fnoftty by a diet, that indeed is not fo very ridiculous 
in many refpci^s. And as their good underftanding and 
condui!^ raifes them to fuch repute, that others regulate 
themfelves by them, they may be charaderized as the 
virtuofos, phllofophers, phyficians and moralilbof the 
Greenlanders, as well as their diviners. 

When Europeans talk folidly with fuch foothfayers', 
they deny the apparition or converfation with fpiritSj 
and all the prodigies connec^d with it ; but they al- 
ledge the traditions of their progenitors, who however 
;tre affirmed to have had revelations, and to have per- 
formed extraordinary cures, whkh were moftly of the 
fympathetic kind. They confefe they were qbliged to 
pretend certain vifiOns, and to make portentous gefti- 
Fulations, to raife their credit among the fmiple people, 
And to give weight to their prefcriptions. 

Yet there are many, and even fomc that have re- 
nounced both their heathcnilh infidelity andthefeim- 
jofturfis with it, who yet maintain, that they have often 
fallen into fucha ftate as if they h'ad been befides them- 
felves, and then certain im^es have arifen before them 
which they then tix^( to be revelation^, but afterwards 
(hey feemed to them like a dream. 

The force of imagination may certainly produce all 
forts of ftrajige operations. Many of the Greenlanders 
are very apt to dream, and often dream of things that 
never came into their mind brfore, as lively as if they 
had feen or heard them. Nor is it to bedenied, that 
the father of lies may have a hand in their legerde- 
main, to procure t:redit for thefe whom he may ufe as 
his fervants* and to befool the poor.people. Therefore 
the baptized Greenlanders, even thofe that have been 
angekoks themfelves, perfift in it, that the greatell parf 
it indeed delufion, but that yet fotne interpofition of 
P 3 fpirits 
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- fpirits is alfo mixed with If,, fbmetliing whiqh they nqv 
itbhor, but cannot (kfcribe. 

But the greateft part are mere deceivers, who pra^& 
fill manner of quackeries and impofitures, giving oi^ 

'.t;hatthey can take difeafes<^orlay them on, that tbey 
can enchant or di^olvf the fpell of the enchanted arrowy 
that they can call bleJHngs down, can chafe the fpe^trv 
a.way] and nittiiy feats belide;. This they do to makf 
their name formidable, and to extort good pay for 
the good and even the evil that they. do. If they have to do 
with a fick patient, th^ muJl mifttcr fomething over, 
him, and blow upon htm, to cure him ; or they muft 
fetch and implant a healthy foul io htin; or perhap« 
only predift whether the patient will recover or die. Ii^ 
this laft cafe they tie a Itring about his head and nin> 
ftick through the ftfing, by which they can lift up hij 
head andlet itfall again. If the head is light, it is good, 
.pews, the in^n will grow well j but if his head is hea.- 
vy, alas, he muf^ die, In the lame wonderous way 
they pretend t;o find out whether a man, that is o<X. 
come home from the fe^ in d\ie tiifle, is living or dead. 
They lift up the head of the neareil relation of the mil*- 
'fing party with a ftick j a tub of water, ft^nds under* 
juid in tha: mirror they behold forfooth the abfent man 
either overfct in his kajalj, or fitting upright and rowing.' 
In like manjier (hey cite the foul of a man, whom they 
arebent to doa milchief to, to appear before them in 
the dark ; they wound him tvith a fpear, and the man 
mull die a lingering death. The company prefent wilt 
pretend to tell you they knew the man's voice.- 

Such m ifc hie vous wizards, who arrogate the power 
of doing goodj but moll of d<Mng evil, are called t//fV 
fiet/oi. Many ojd hags, that have no way elfe of 

fctting a livelihood, take up this prof<:Jfion. One 
ranch of their ikill is to extra^ from a fwoUen leg, 
a parcel pf hair or Tcraps of leather j they do it by 
fucking with their mouth, which they had before 
cramiiied full of fuch ftufF. ■ 

Such bunglers have at length brought the whole art 
into great difrepute, efpeciaijy fince the miilionaries 
bave detected fo many inftances of their roguery, aiwJ 

laid 
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laid thJem bare before the eyes of the heathens ; To tha^ 
more than once, one of the heathens themfelves hath 
been bold enough to lay hold of the Angekok during ' 
his pretended tour to .hell, and to throw him out o( 
the houfc as a cheat. And yet notwithfbnding all this, 
becaufe they im^ine they have frequently obferved, 
that the divinations of the right Angelcoks have been 
verified, and that many a patient over whom they have 
pra^fed their occult art, has recoversd, and as they 
have had room, where the cure ha^ failed, to charge 
it on the ambiguity of the oracle, or elfe that the 
cure was countera£led by the noxious witchcraft of on<) 
(^ the lUifeetfoIc ; and as- tJiefe laft, when th^ are 
brought out tofuSer death, are tooftifFto coiifeis that 
;hey ace either deoeiver; or deceived, but die as martyrs 
to the caufe of juggling ; on account of ail this, the; 
angekoks are ftill in fuch credit with the greateft part 
of the heathens, that, though they, mock ,at t^cir illu-: 
fionsi yet they ftridly conform themfelves to their 
prefer ipCtons, . though frequently ridiculous enough^ 
for they think,' if it does no. good, itfcandono liann^ 

, 5 43-- 
Their prefcriptions rdar. either to diet, or to cer- 
tain amulets. Thofe of diet concern the healthy, ai 
well-as thefick. For wdien any one dies,' thofe that 
are well mult abftain from foipe kinds of ibod and fnhn' 
foBie (brts of labour, .and the cloaths in which they 
touched the deadmu^ he call away. The women in 
child-bed have cfpecially very much to obferve. They 
dare not eat in the open air. No one elle.muft drink 
out of their cup, nor light a match at their lamp, nor 
muft they themitJves boil any thing over it for a long 
time. They mufl firll eat jifn and then flefh, and even 
this mull be of the hulband's catching. The bones 
muft not be thrown out of the houfe. The man muft 
do no work, nor carry on any dealings, except the nc- 
ceflary filhing, for fcveral weeks, and the reafon of aU 
this is, that the child may not die; though it may be 
eafily feen that the firft inventors of this abftemiciuraefs^ 
had an eye to the convcriicncy aod prefervati^ o^ thq 
iecble mother.. . . , ' 
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Such kinds of forbearance from meat and work a^o 
alfo prefcribed*to a Angle -woman, in. cxfe the fun m 
moon (though we fbould rather call it a bird flying 
by) fhould have let any uncleanncfs drop upon her } 
otherwife A)c might be unfoitunate, or even be deprived 
of her honour or life, I^ay the iom^^ of the &tiM- 
ment might be provided to anger on her account, and 
vent it in ftormy weather. If the men fell a whole 
fta), which they dare not do the firft day, they wil) 
);eep back the head, or fomething of it, if^ it be but a 
fcw briftlei from its beard, that they njay not forfeit 
their luck. 

Th^y 4re fo different in dw amulets or channs thpy 
bang on people, that one lau^s at another's. Thefo 
powerful preventives confift in a bit of old wood hung 
round their neck, or a fttme, or hone, or a beak or 
claw of a bird, or elfe a leather ftntp tied round their 
forehead, breaft or arm. 

Thcfe myfterious relics are to guard them from ghofts, 
frofli difeafes and from death j they ate to enfure their 
rood fi»' tune, andatvveall to prevent the children from 
tofing their fouls by thunder or other frights. By 
hanging a n^ of the European cloths or their old flioes 
«bout tiie children, they imbibe (bmething of the Eu- 
ropean ingenuity and abilities. They like particularly 
to have the Europeans b|ow upoti them. When thejt 
fdufon the whale-A{hery, they-muft not only be all cleai) 
fireft, but all the lamps in theitent fauii be e^tjnguifhed, 
. that the fqueamiOi whale may not take a dilguft. The 
boat muft bear a fox's head in front-, and the harnoon 
be furnifbcd with an eagle's beak. In the reindeer chafe, 
they throw a piece of flefh to the ravens. The heads 
of the feals muft not be fradurcd, nor muft they be 
thrown into the fea, but be piled in a heap before tha 
door, that the fouls of the feals'may pot be enraged, 
and fcar«! their brethren from the coafl, or, if you pleafc^ 
that every one may have ocular demonftration that 
a man lives within, who hai a (able well fiirniihed. 
They like to fitften to their kajak a model of it with a. 
little man holding a fword in bis hand; or only a dead 
fparrow Qr fnipe, or a bit of wood, ftone, fome fea-; 
tbers, or hair, t^at they ma^ not ovcrfet ; although 
thofti 
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thofe chiefly are loft, that had anned themrelves moft 
in this muiner againfl it, but onVy were unfkilled or 
timorous, or relied fb much op their fuperftltioiu pre- 
fcTvatives, that they ventured beyond their power. But 
you are particularly toM, that there refides a great vir- 
tue in the foi^li teeth and the eaglea talons to extraA all 
fioxiou^ humours out of the Hinbs. But fay, y<t 
poliflied nattcms, have ye none among you that ape 
the Gre^nlanders i are mch ]cEnd pf cures quite out of, 
life among you i However, many pf tfte Greenlanders 
pendatjts are intended purely for ortiameqt : and foma 
bf them bind a ftring round the arms or )cgs of UkIt 
children, to foe Ifov they grow. 



CHAP. VI. 

Or THS SciKNfSS OF THK GRBSMLAKIUERi. 



I E F P R E I fpeak ©f their fcanty knowledge ia 

\ aftronomy, phyfic and chronology, I will gratify 

[he iinguift with a little Iketch of the Greenland lan-- 
guage. 

' It contains fomc few words that may clium kindred 
with the Norwegian tongue, and thefe perhaps are the 
relics of the old Norwegians j but excepting thefe, it 
has no affinity either in etymcdogy, declenfion or lignifi-i 
catioA, with any of the Northern, Tartarian, or IniJi- 
"fta languages, as ^r as they are known to us. But we 
jnuft except the language of the Ef^iuimaux ih Terra- 
Labrador, who feenj tp be one people with the Green- 
landers. 

The pronunciation, in which the northern and fouth. 
ern Greenlanders fenfibly differ, is very diXcult to ao 
European, bccaufe the r is founded very guttural, and 
is c^ten uttered like ch or i; and the many terminations 
in i and I make it very nnpleafant to the ear. The great 
nui]iber of polyfyllables (for they have very few mono- 
■ fyllafales) 
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fyllablfs) and efpecially pf repeatedly^cohibinec) 
^ords, makes the language exceffive intricate,, fo thai; 
a perfun who can read it readilyj is already t)alf-learne4 
in it. Yet notwit^ftanding all this, thf language is nof 
fo raw and incomplcttt as we might expert from Atch 
an unrefined people. One might rather entertain th^ 
conjecture, that they muft have bad fome. jiAlicious 
fjear heads to reduce t^eir tongue to fuch an artful .and 
pHtty rule- Foe in theiirft place, 'tis fo ri^i). in words 
ibr thofe thingsi th^t die Greenland^rs have to think c^ 
fyesk about, ^atj like the Chinefe Tartar^) they have 
a proper word for every thing or ;i£tion, ^f i( Requires 
the leaft diftinflion*. They can fay a great deal with 
few words, without being unintelligible. Sut, on the 
Other hand, they have no words at all for fuch things, 
as they could not hitherto ' know or revolve in their 
thoughts; for inftancfe, for religion, morality, art$> 
iciences, and abAraCl ideas. 

Secondly, the words are varied and declined with 
fuch diiFerent modifications, yet according to a fixed 
rule with few exceptions, and are attended with a^jr« and 
Ji0xa., far more than the Hebrew, that the language is 
not only graceful and pretty, but plain and unequivocal. ' 
And thlrdry, (as hinted already) they join many words 
together, To that, like the North-Americans, they can 
exprefs themfelves very concifc and yet fignificant. But 
this very quality creates fo much difficulty to a foreign- 
er, that he muft apply to it feveral years, before he 
can throughly understand the Greenlanders, ^d fpeak ^ 
fluently with them ; and after all, he will never ad- 
vance fo far, as to be able to exprefs hinifelf fo eafily, 
elegantly and empli^tic^ly'as the natives. 

The following obfervations on the feveral parts of 
l^eech, may iltuftrate the fubjet^. 

Some of our letters they have not, and they never 
begin a word with B, D, F, G, L, R, or Z. They 

• HiJIsirr taarali dttfyapi, p. 3JJ. Thai they njme ercty diEl of 
•UDiali of the liwe Ipeciei, accor^Dg to theii age, lei and fom, witb k 
. peculiar ouncj further, every rpeciejof fifli mufi have it> frofu verb tp 
eiprtft whil we would call in geseiat, to lillii 
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feldotnjoin many confonants together, andnerecat th; 
f>egintii)^ of a fyllable. Therefore in pronouncing 
fi foreign name they leave out the above-mentioned let- 
ters, and divide thofc that are put tt^ther, for in- 
ftancCt tb^ fay Eppttah inllead of Jephtha, PeteruJJi 
in|^e^ of Fetrus. Qn {he otl^ef band they fetch the r 
fo deep 9iit of t){p thrqat, thaf it jpunds as if they 
had fome confonants whiclf we coifld npt utter. They 
have alio fome diphthongs that are hard for u? to fpea^ 
after .them. The letters arc never trantpofed, tut are 
often a!ter<id for'the fake of euphony, cfpecially by the 
, womeni who have a peculiar Ton dnefs for the termina- 
tion ng. The accent mull be laid on the proper fylla- 
ble, which nioftly falls tp tl^elhareo.f thelaft ; if this 
iiilc is riot'obferved, your words may" be' taken othcjf- 
■tvifc, nay quite different from what yournteanlng was; 
It is alfo neceflary to be obfcrved, that the Gireenlahd- 
«rs, and efp^cially the women, accompany many words, 
not only with ^ particular accent, but alfo with miens 
And, winks, and ■ivhoever doth iiot take eood notice of 
this, may fcafily n^iftake their meaning. For inflance, 
if they auen't with pleafure to what you fay, they fuck 
the air down their throats with a certain rioifc. If diey 
put the negative with contempt or abhorrence, thejr 
wrinkle their nofe and make a litde found through it. 
And if they are not th good htitnbur, you muft- 'un- 
derhand them more by their gelhires than tbur 
worfjs, 

Tbey bqVe but few nouns, a^eftive, apd thofc they 
have are mofVly participles ; they arc placed after the 
fubftantive, and the fubflantive always begins the (cn- 
^nce. Subfhuitives, as well as verbs, have fingutar» 
idiial and pltifid numbers, but no genders, and .th^ 
want no article. The dual and plural are formed ac- 
cording to the diiFerent termination of the word, with 
few exceptions. For inftance; 

Sing. Uu. Plur. 

a. Nuna. Nuaai. Nuttat, Land. 

,ai. Norrak. Nerrek. Ncrrety Calf. 

guJt. Nallfgai. Nalleiei. NaUeiet, Lord. 

rai. Vjarak. Vjarkek. Vjarket, Stone, 

fik purum. Ajaupiai. Ajaupirfik. jfjaiipirjit. Staff. 

■"■■■'■■" » •■■ e. 4i- 
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i. ABtrfi. AOtrEi. AlUrfity Stocking. 

«f. slmeft the 4tne, yet with man^excectfioiu. 

tik. Igltrbii. ^Urhek. IgUrhtl, Chcft. 

« & n. Igle. l^k. Igiuty Houfe. 

«*. Angut, Aagutik. AngutiU Man or male perron, 

it^. fmiuk, Jimui, Inanity Man or human, creature, 

*i. Okitk. Oilui. Otiut, Winter, or the yew, 

#f. Aiet. Ake^k. Aketit, Glove. 

tit. Atfltit- Aukijik. Atdtifity Gun. 

CoIIedive nouns have only the plural, a^d end tn iV, 
, aa VimarfKt, fhip ; ^Uperipity city, i, e. a coUedtQn 
of tnanyhoules. 

The dsclenGons are eafy. The genitive only gets at 
the end a ^, or if a vowel follows, an si, either by ad- 
^t^a or cbanse > and the refl of ttw cafes get a pro- 
poiition aflixea to them. 

The nouns m^y be very much varied, for inflance^ 
intediminutivcs, as nivungoak, a little lan^ ; into aug- 
mentativec, as muturlbak, a great land ; alfo with an 
pdioui or an agreeable fignUication, as, i|'/»pi]uk, iv 
iiad houfe, ;(f&pi]urkfoak, a great bad hdufe. Thqy 
alfo coin many denominatives and verbals ; nay they 
fcempound a piiece of a verb with a noun, in order tQ 
make new nouns for greater clearnefs. 
_ The l^^ate pronouns, out of which the affixa are 
foade, are : 

XJaagay I, Iblit, thou, Oma^ be. 

yagut, we, fSivfiy ye, Okkca, they. 

The dual is diftinguilhed by i. 

They have beildes feme pronouns interrt^ative^ and ' 
■Aany demwiftrative, as well with as without fufr 
fixa. 

The pronouns are not placed before the word, but 
one or two of its letters are tacked to it behind, and in 
' different ways according to the different numbers. I 
will only fitbjoin the linguUr. 

Nuna, land. 

^Hthfga, my land. 

Ntmety thy land. 

Nutoif the land of him (terra ejus). 

NiataMf 
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KwaWy his UfKl (terra fna). 

Nanarput, onr land. 

^umn-puk, ebejand of us two. 

Nunarie^ your land. 

•ATiHMriik, the land of you two. 

Nanxt^ the land of thctn (ilhrum)* 

Nuaxk, the land of thofe two. 

Nunartikt their, Mid both their, land (fiui}^ 

The diverfity of the termination of a noun makes 
feme diverfity in affixing the pronoun poflelEve, 

The above is an inftatice of a noun when a verb in- 
tranlitive- follows it without any fuffix o£ a pronoun 
paffive or polTeflive. But if the lignification is tranA- 
tive, in which cafe the verb gets a fuffix, e. g. ** X 
** love thee, I fee thee," then the noun with its pronoua 
will be declined another way, as nelkkdtii the lord or 
mafter^ ruUikarm, ray mafter, M&iauit, thy tnafter, 
i^£. (hath beat thee). 

Tliey have ohly five prepofitions. Mik, fignifies with 
or through ; jmt, from ; ma/, to; m/, in or upon } 
iut and agut^ through and round. In dualj, plurals 
and pronouns, the irt is changed into n. But they ara 
not iet before the nouns, as they are in other langua- 
ges, but behind, and thefe again vary in declining, e. g% 
Bunamxt, from the land ; RUtiduiut, from my land ; nu- 
nangnit, from thy land, fJc. They ufe other af- 
fixes to the pronouns demondrative, as Uurfima^ this 
perfon or thing ; /naiyoffiinga, from this thin^ &f. 

The verbs have been divided into five conjugations, 
according to their terminations. 

1. \nkpBk, tisermlipoi, he waflieth himfeif. 

2. rpek, as mattarpokf he undreflcth. 

3. ■ poi, after a vowel, as egipait he cafts aWay. 

4. eizndvoif zspyoif begets, znA aflntoif htlovtt^ 
^. auy as irjigau^ he beholds. 

The negative is another termination that gon 
through every mood and tenfe of every verb ; it it ex- 
prelTed by ngilei, as tt-mirtgilai, he doth not wafli bim- 

4 The 
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The third peribii. is the radix or root from whence all 
the other perfons are formed, .by affixing the pronoun 
adive, as trmikpek he waflieth, ermikpetit^ thoii 
Waflieft. 

They have indeed but three tenfes; The prefent 
is ufed for the preterim|)erfe6t,as well as for' the prefent, 
and the preter tenfe is alfe uf^d for tha pretetBlu-per- 
,fc)ft.. The preter tenfe is diftingaiflied from the pre- 
fent by a / or f, as ermikjok, he hath waflied. The fu- 
ttire is twofold, as ermifavokf he will waib, ermigothar^ 
pokf he will walh fometiine hence. 
~ On the othet hand they have fix moods : the indica- 
tive, as erm'iipei, he wafhes: The intcrrbgative, aj 
ermikpa ? doth he wafli ? The iinperative is twofold j 
one only afts like a mannerly monitor, aS erminai 
[ilealb tb walh ; the other as a commander, ermigiiy 
' ti'afh thyfelf. 

The permiffive modd, is alfo twofold; the one de- 
mands a thing, the oth^ begs pcrmillion, as titSigk, er- 
ininaunga, let me wa(h. But if the demand \i to be 
infiantly complied with, aii inferted i muft betoken it^ 
as ermigile. And this floes not mo*e in conjugal 
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! conjunflive, which haih no optative lignificati- 
on, but fupplies the omiiHon of a coiljun£tion, hatfa 
alfo a doUblt; modification : 

1, CaUfal, whereas, becaufc, i^t. as ermHame, he- ■ 
caufe he has i*aflied; 

2. Conditional, if^ provided, fef^ zscrmiiune, if he - 
trafhes. ' 

The Greenlanders have fuch an exa£lr rule for diflin-i 
gu^in? the third perfonboth fingular and plural of the 
conjunoive mood, that there can be no mirapprehenfl- 
on when they talk of feveral perfons promifcuoufly. 
This grammyians call two ^ents ; but there ftiould 
fce a diftinflioh even forthree. e. g. i. He was angry 
when he waflied himfelf. 2. He (A) was angry when 
Be (B)V'afh.?d himfelf. 3; He' f A) was angry when 
ht (B) waflied hhtti (C, another perfon.) The Green- 
IWtdcrs have a way to betoken each of thefe third per- 
fiMb only by varying a letter. But 'tis very difficttlt 

., ' for 
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for a foreigner to attend to all thcle thingt, and to 
make himfelf intelligible to them. 

The infinttive has a triple modificatipn, and ligniJiea 
for inftance, i. To wafh (me, thee, himfelf, hinu 
(Jt.) as trmikhtfu. 2. Whilft hewalhes, as ermikjil- 
iunt. 3. Before he waflies (himfelf, thele, me, i^c.) 
as ermik^iinane % yet this laft belongs to Uie clafs of 
negatives. But another verb muft oe added, chiefly 
their pyt^, which Aey ufe in numberlefs cafes, much 
more than the £n glim their ^^^ andi&, and many Ger<- 
mans their tbuM^ though it properly fignifies getting or 
pofleiling ; And then this infinitive expreffes what is de- 
noted by the conjunftive in other languages. 

Much reiexion and long pra£tice is requifite to un- 
ravel and arrange all thefe things. And the paradigm* 
of the conjugations arc not eafy to be retained in the 
memory, uiou^ they are regular. For in the firft 
place you muft conjugate through all moods and ten- 
fes with the adjunaion of the a£live pronoun, as well 
in verbs affirmative as negative, with fo many variations 
&s may prevent all ambiguity, as : 

errnkpok, he waDies himfelf. 
^otit, thou waflieft thyfclf. 
_^onga, I wafli myfelf. 

^ut, they wafh themfelves. 
^ulc, they two walh themfelves. 
^flfe, ye waffa yourfelves. 
;^^k, ye two wafh yourfelves. 
^9gut, we wad ourfelves. 
^guk, we two waih ourfelves. 

Then every mood and tenfe muft be infle^leci with 
the Ihffixes of the perfons a£tive and paffive, as : 

trmitp%, hewafheebim. 
^, thou waflieft him. 
^ara, I wafh him, 
jpxt, they wafh bim. 
^k, fhey two walh htm. 
^ar&, fe waih him. 
>artifc, ye two wajh him. 
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. >tr^ut, we MflJh iaOu 
p^rpvk, we two wafli hiiti. 

And dins it goes not onlj through all the fix perfoha 
<6f (ingular and plural, as ** he wafltes thee. See. 
he wafhes them, ice" but the dual muft alfo be 
■coi^ugated thro' all the perfons, as, " he wafiies thofe 
two, you, two, us two ;" and befidta, if we reckon 
tdl the variations in all the moods, (fome mtreds, parti- 
icularly the conjunftivc, being inflefted twelve diffis- 
Irntways) and in all the tenfes, we fliall find every 
Verb, both affirmative and negative, to contain i8o 
different inflexions, all which muft be kept in the 
memory. 

The participle, which fupplies the place of an ai^ec- 
tive, in the prefent and preterit^ is the fame as the pre- 
terit, as ermikfek, one who waflies, or waflicd. In the 
future they fay eymifftrfik, he who will wafh. 

The Green landers have no verbs deponent nor paffive, - 
but the latter are fortned from the aftive by fome ad- 
jtindion. On the titlier hand, they have a multitude 
of verbs compounded, fome with certain particles, . 
which feparately have no meaning ; others with auxilia- 
•«y verbs, efpecially^jifij endfomc again with other verbs. 
The inquifitive have already difcovered above a hun- 
dred ways wherein they compound two, three, nay five 
or fix words, fo as to pafs for one. There the firft 
words are curtailed either at their beginning or end, 
&hd the laft only is conjugated with the fuffixes of ,thc 
perfons. For inftance, egUkpeky he writes. 

jfgleg-iartor-pet, he goes away to write. 
AgUg-iertir-ifuar-p&k, he goes away baftily to wrJte. ■ 
Jgiel-iig-iarter—afuar-fiei, hegoes afrcfli away htftjly 

to write. 
AgUk-kig-iartn-'afuar-niar-pok, he goes afrefli afray haf- 

tily and exerts hiitifelf to write. 

Such complicated verbs arc inflefled through all the 
multiplicity of the variations, and they are very much in 
ufe with the Greenlanders, for it enables them to fpealc 
with elegance and brevity at once. A Greenlander 
that 16 mafter of his language, can exprefs, with one 
tcnfold- 
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itenfoM-compounded word, the following whol« fen~ 
Cence : '' He lap, thsit thou alfo wilt go awaj quidclf 
'* in lilte manner and buy a pretty lenifci" 

Knife pretty buy go aWay 

Sauig - - a - - - fmi - - - - artartok— 
haften ,wilt in likie maiinef thou alfo he lays. 
itjuar - eatar -y ------- tiit - log - eg. 

Yet I im^ine thia fentence niay he rather a fpecitnen 
ef their art of ctimbinationj than that the Greenlanders 
can often cany it quite To far. 

They have feverzl clailes of adverbs, like other na- 
tions. But their numerals fall very Ifiortj fo that th^ 
verify the German proverb, that they can fcarce count 
five; however they can make a fllift with difficulty to 
mount as high as twenty, by counting the lingers of 
both hands and the toes of both feet. But their pifo- 
per j)umeratton-table is five, attauftk 0RC4 arlak xsiOt 
fingajuak three, Jiffamat four, teilimat five. 

If they muft gofurcherj they begin with the other 
hand, counting upon their fingers } the 6th they cait 
arbatntky but the reft till ten have no other name but 
again two, three, four, five j they call eleven arkafigetf 
and.fixteen arbarfangttt and thefe teens they count ac- 
cording td their toes. Thus they mufter up twenty. . 
Sometimes they fay, inftead of it, a man, that is, as 
many fingers and toes as a inan has ; arid then Count as 
many Bngers more, as are above tl>e number } cdnft- 
quentiy inftead of 100, they fay five meni But the 
generality are not fuch Icarhed arithmeticians, and 
therefore when the number is above twenty, they fay, 
*' it is innumerable." But w^hen they adjoin the thing 
itfelf to the number, they exprefs many numbers other- 
wife, as innuit pingofiit, three men. 

They tack their conjundions to the word bdiind^ as 
the Latins do their qtu. They have no want of thefe* 
nor of interjedions. 

Their fyntax is fimple and natural; the capital wocd 
ftands in ^e front, and the reft follow in rank according 
to their importance. Their conj unlives and infini- 
tives create the greateft difficulty, becaufe they deviate 
vaftly inthnr fignification from other languages. Thef 
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alio vary from us in n^ative queflions and anrwere, 
e. g. pietnangllatlt f Wilt thou not haVe this ? If jon, 
will have it, then you muft take care to fay naggOy 
no. But if you will not have it, you muft (ay : jfpf 
fiemangilanga, yes, I will not have it. 

Their ftile aird way of fpealcing is not at all tiyperbo- 
lical, pompous or bombaft, like the oriental way, - 
which may alfo be perceived in the North-American 
Indians; but the Greenlanders are fimple and natural 
in their llyle. Yet they are fond of limtlitudes, efp'e-' 
cially after they are becbme Chriftians, and this is the 
moft iiiccefsful method of inflilliog truth into them, 
or of their inftru^ingoneanother. They do not make 
long periphrafes or circumlocutions in their difcourles, 
though they often repeat .a thing for f^e of greater 
cleaincfBi nay they frequently ^>eak fo laconic,, that, 
though they readily underftand one another, a fbrcignar 
fcarce apprehends them after many years excrcife. 

They have alfo divers figurative fayings and proverbs, 
and the angekoks make ufe of expreiHons not on^ 
metaphorical, but fometimes to be taken in a fenfe 
<|uitecontrary to the vulgar acceptation, that they ma^r 
appear to talk learnedly, and may. be well paid for un- 
riddling the oracle. Thus a ftone is the great du- 
rity or hardnefs ( water, the foftnefs ; and t^ woidi 
a bag. 

Their poefy has neither rhyme nor meafure. Thoy. 
make but Ibort periods ; however, they are fung to a 
. certain time and cadence, and between the fentences 
tbcchorus flrikesin with amnch ajab :%: bey ! repesttej 
feveral times. 

Tranllating out of this language would be liable to the 
£Mne inconveniences, as tranftationi are in other Ian* 
guages. The Greenlanders can exprefs themfelves fo 
centife aiid neat, Aat their meaning requires many 
Vrerds to explain it, and after all 'tis done perhaps im- 
perfe^ly. But there mull be ftill more circumlocution 
in tnulfl^ting into their tongue, efpecialty in matters 
that are quite unknown to them. In Jndtrfon'i appen-* 
dix to his account, he has given afiiort dictionary, 
fiwte |^ral$s, a rule for conjugation, and feveral pieces - 
tnuifratedj aU, done aa well as die labour of the lirfl- 
'-. .. 5 "" ../ year* 
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years of the miflion could attain to, tho* there are %1/b 
many errors of the pen or of the prefs. To gratify 
thofe readers that arc lovers of languages, I will com- 
municate, as 3 fpecimen of a tranflation perfeftly intel- 
ligible to the Greenlanders, the middle part of the 
Apofties Creed, with Luther's paraphrafc of the fame, 
and a kw verfes ; and will dininguilh the luffixes of 
the perfbns, and the affixes of the prepofitions, witb 
ajjoljicr type. 

Credo ego Jefum Chriftum in^ Dei 

O^^r^unga Je/ut CbriftufTaM^ Gum 

Filhim unicum ejus in> Dotninum meum in ; 

Emetiaaaty NaUgiWX-nvX. ; 

a Spiritu fan^ cum eflet conceptut^ 

Amumemh ajunginntrub pimmegv^ 

Virgine a Maria a natus eft, Pontio 

Niviarjkmat Mariamit imiurfoi, Pontius 

Pilato gubernante palTus eft, 

Pilalut tiakgautHiugo anniar-ti-tekf 

affixufque lignum in crucem ' 

iikkiek-tortiturb kerjungmut 

moituus que fepultus eft, 

tekkovlunik illirfik, 

exitum non habentes ad, 

annivekangitfonutunimXf 

tertioque mortuis a 

pingaju^tnilo Tokkerfaait 

Ccelum in que afcendit, 

Kiiiangmulio kolhriok, 

Patris Aii manuejus 

yfltatame Teilerpixt 



die 
udlut 



inde lurfus venire 
ttrfartga ama ttikt - ytfomar 

mortuofque nt judicet eos. 

tokkungarjulh ekiartotiRu^n, 

Ita hoc eft. 

Jmaipek. 
Credo ego, Jefum Chriftum 
Of/rpunga, J'fi*' Chrtftus 
seterno a Patre fuo a 

iffikangitferait Attatzmit 



ftnnittgarfaaxvty 
infemum in, 
Ailematf 
fe recepit, 
tirfik, 

furrexit, 
maikhok, 
omnipotcntis Dei 
ajukangitfub Gum 

dextra in fedem capeffit, 
tufigaiK ivijiauvei, 



lit, vivofque 

' f okf - Iimurfulit 



Deum Rieum 
Gtt4ioluinnariek 
natum j Credo 
trniurfik ; Opir- 

itidem 
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itjdem et - hQimnem verum n^tiim terra in, 
y-uagUag InnuluinnaMei, erniurjsk nunataty 

Virgine a Maria a, Dominum meutn efle, 

NiviarfuaaXt Martamitf Nalegari^vne, 

redemit me, cum condcmnatus cflem, fervum 

ann^a^nga, tkkertotaugama, kivga~ 

ctTe ceflare fi:cit me peccato a omni a, 
-yungnisr-fipxn^A jtieriwinut tamimmui, 

morte a et, Diaboli poCcflate a et, 

Teiioraalht Tomarfub. ' PirfauneraauMay 

pretio lerric bonis, nummis 

Erdlingnartunmk Nunab feemi, Aiming- 
pretiom neque, redimere non voluit me, 

ettrjtkfimu^nfit^ pinglialUerpangiL, 

limguine fuo Cum Ted, pretiofo vaJde cum, 

AurigaunigUf erMingnarterftarmikf . 

cariffimo incomparabili, cum elTet 

idluartuinnariamVe. nelleiangit/omik^ piuang^ 
Innoccns, Paffione fua morcc fua que redemit 
mnamty Anniaxaimk Tokkomxnig U amtaup- 
me. Ita fecit , ut me iteriim habere vellet, 

anga. TatuiaiiUrpek pi ~gi-omau -■ vlunga, 
a me et ut ferviatur juftitia in, 

uamnuUa nahkailuru /{Haumtrmik^ 

innocentia in que, gaudio in que, 

Piuanginnermiah, Tiptstfungntrrntzlo 

regno fuo in ut vivam unacum tpfo et 

l^iegatmingtaiRK innuk - attigek - kuUunila 

lit cum ipforegnarem ; Qucmadmodum 

naUgauk - attigtk - kuUuni j Stria 
mbrtuis a .. furrexit et vivit 

Tokkorfumut maikiiek, innuvlunilo . 

zternum. ' ufque. .Hsc omnia 

IJfakimgitpiTnut. ' Tammakkt tammarmU 
creditu digna et vera funt. 
»per - tiard r- lutlgla illamorput. 

The verfc : ** I have in my heart worthlefs, affign'd 
*' to him. a ihrine," ES'e. 
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[The Oieenlindi& Rndere4 Uttrall}'.) 
Tauna irfertorfix* • -. I have laid him up 
Umatt'imnal mahnat - In my heart here, 
vfufifne ioiJ/uMga - - His blood becaufe he Ihed. 
Uanga ptvlungOt - - F<w my fake, 
Ominga annaumza^it. - Thereby hath he me re- 
Annlarchtulkfammtf - From my pain, [deemed 
Affamuiangihngi - - I have no one that loves 
^ima aktikfimik. - • So very much. 

The verfe : " Thy blood, that noble juice," tfc, 
out of the hymn : ** O whither fhall I fly .'" i^c, 

jfut nelUkmglifak - That blood, that ineftlmable, 
Pirfaunek^ngarpoky - Hath a very great power j 
Ktttingub attaujingub A Tingle drop, 
. IitHuit nunamitut - The men that are upon earth 
■ M r , „ ._, That it has power to redeem 

Anrum - Jmna - iuliugit ,h«n 

Kingarfairfnb Karumit, From the cruel hater's jaws. 

5 «• , 

Now T fliall proceed to the fciences. We ma; 
eafily fuppofe, that the Greenlandcrs are totally de- 
ftitute of thefe elegancies, becaufe they are totally ig- 
jforant of their ufe. We do not fa much as find any 
traditions of the moft memorable events of their an- 
ceftors, oomprized in heroic fongs, though it is com- 
pionly found that thefe oral memorials are the vehicle 
offucb things aniong other barbarians, that keep no 
iQemoirs with the pep. All they can fay in praife of 
^eir progetijtors is, that thqy were brave fqal-catcbersi 
and d|at they killed the <iJd Norwegians. But oi^ 
the other hand they are fo much the more acute in their 
ftcirical fongs. Yet the reader will judge of their tafte 
of poefy and mufic by what was faid above, § j^;. 
- They are however pretty well verfed in genealogy-, 
and an often trace their pedigree as far back as ten of 
their progenitors, together with all the collateral 
hranches, and this is of great fervice to many a needy 
creature ; for no one is alhamed of his poor relationsj 
^4 fuch a one need but demonftrau chaf hp is rdato^ 

. . 0,3 « 
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to fome wealthy Greenlaiider, though very remotely, 
and he will not want for meat and drink. 

Here I muft again remark, that the Greenlandera 
j^ard ingenuity and dexterity in their bufinefs, as the 
&^, atJeaftthe fublimeft virtue, and in fome {enfc as 
their nobility i and they believe that it is hereditary 
from fether to fon. And there is really fomething in 
it i for it may pretty certainly be depended upon, that 
the fon of a celebrated feal-catcher will diftinguifli him- 
felf among the knights of his order, even though he 
loft his fa^er in his childhood, and could not be trained 
to it under his tutorage. 

i. obferved before in § 44. how few they can count, 
and cohfequently how fliort their arithmetic falls. 
Of writing, they have no conception. Nay, in the 
beginning of their acquaintance with the Europeans, 
rtiey were fo frighted at the fpe^ng paper, that they 
did not dare to carry a letter from one to another, or to 
tcnich -a book, becaufe they bdieved tt muft be by 
conjuration that one man can tell the thoughts of ano- 
ther, bya feWblackfcrawls on a white paper. They 
ilfo ferioufly thought, that when the minifler read 
God's coihmandments to them, he furely muft have 
heard a voice firft out of the book. But now they 
will gladly go poft with a letter, becaufe they get well 
paid for it, and becaufe it is an honour t<ycarry ^e voice 
oF a gentleman through the land. But I muft not fbr- 

rto fay, that fome of them arc fuch good fcribes as 
fend their petitions and promiflbry notes to the fac- 
tors, in which they mark the wares they want to 
borrow with a coal upon a piece of fkin, and the days 
of the bill's running, with fb many fcores. And they 
honour their draught feithfully, only they wonder that^ 
Hie wife Europeans cannot itnderftand their Hierogly- 
phics -as wdl as they do their own Icratchea. 

Neither does their chronology extend far. They 
reckon their years by winters, and their days by nights, 
^hey can count how many winters a perfon hath lived, 
ill he gets to the neplus ultra of their numeration, that 
is twenty, and then they give ovef counting. However 
^late uiey have made certain spochas, ss, from the. 
' arrival 
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arrival of the firft Miffionuy, and Tome ot^ Vell- 
fcnown perfons that came after, na alfo from the efts' 
biUhmcnt of fuch or fuch a colonjr, lb that now they 
can fay : ** This or the other perfon was bom M the 
** arrival or departure of fuch a perfen, about ^e fca- 
** Ton of gathering eggs, or catching (cala, (^eJ* 
Thus they have dfo divided the leafons of the year. 
They are not learned enough to fix the equinoxes, 
but ^ey can guefs at the winter folfttce within t few 
days by the lun- beams upon tbe rocks; and rtien they 
celebrate their new-year by the above-mentioned ftin- 
ftaft. From hence they reckon three full moons to the 
fpring, and then they move from their winter houfes 
into tents. In the fourth moon, i. e. in April, they 
know that the fmall birds make their appearance, and 
the ravens lay eggs. In the fifth their angmarfet, and 
the feals with their young ones, r^oice their coafts 
with their circular vifit. Inthe lix^ the eider-fowls 
breed. But now they would be confounded in their 
lunar calculations by the difappearance of ^3t accompt^ 
ant the moon during die bright fummer-nig^ts, if tfaeV 
did not carry on their calendar partly by the growm 
of eider-fowls and ftze and fliape of the feals, and 
partly by the ihining of the fun on the dial of tiie loAi 
and mountains, fo that they can ftill tell exa^y 
when the feals, fiOies and birds will arrive in flocks 
and fhoals here Or there, and when it is time to repair 
the winter-houfes, in which they generally (belter ■ 
themfelves foon after Michaelmas. 

They divide the day according to the ebb and flood, 
though they muft every day vary their reckoning ac- 
cording to the change of the moon. The night is di- 
vided according to the rifing and fstting of ceftaiii 
ihrs. 

They think the globe of the earth ftands upon pofis. 
which are fo rotten with age that tliey often cracky and 
they would have funk long ago, if they had not'been 
continually kept inrepair by the angekokj, who fome- 
tjmcs bring back a piece of rotten wood as 2 proof df 
their important fcrvice. Theii: aftronomy mdcei ' the 
Armament to reft on a lofty pointed hill in the north, 
Wd it per£cMiD9 its rev^utions or th«t cfiitre, ' 
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-Tftey will further tell you, that all the cekftial bor 
iJies were once Greenlanoers, or animals, who byibme 
peculiar fatality ivcre tranfpprted thither, and according 
afpG^ is pale or red. 
us, are two females 
hey )tave difcovered 
hVft a mind to take 
rt a Yifit. They give 
They call Ur/a majoK 
'ta ftars are fo many 
ting .a bear, and by 
1. They call Geminiy 
le i and Orion's-belt 
:n, becaufe they could 
al-catching, and fo 
were tranilated among the &3g%, 

T, . i._-.i_-.i "'■ '"^(fun and moon? they are_ 

rbey and others were once 
le 'dark, when Malina be- 
jner by ' tw brother Annint 
riie foot of the lamps and 
! flf her p^rfecutor with it, 
ay-lighC who he w^ > and 
:be black (pots on the pha-; 
endeavoured to efcapc by 
led her, till at laft fliefoar- 
1, Anninga- followed her 
bec!)iiie the moon ; but be 
.,„ (he, yet he keeps continu- 
ally running round fhe fun in hopes of catching her, 
TVhepheis tired apd httngry in his, laft <]uuter, he fets 
,cut from his houfe a fe^-catching in a fledge drawn by 
fc^ur great dogs, and ftays feveral days abrpad. to re- 
cruit and fatten, and this produces the full moon. He 
rejoices when the women die, ^^d tjif (V9 u> rp/engs 
;haEher joy in tl^edeaiho^ ttie pten ; therefore the mea 
keep >vithi{i doors at (he eclipfe pf the fuB, and the 
wom(|^ at the eclipfe ^ the pioon. The moon muft 
often beaj t^ blame whei^ afingle wom3a is deflower- 
ed, and therefore they dp, not ftapd long looking at 
bim. ; A^d during an eclipfe he goes about among the 
hoiifes to pilfer ^ei^ udns and, e3t»bJe«* aod even V 
■,■.•• l'" ^ ..... j,.^ 
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kill Aok people that have not duly oblcrved the rules 
of abftinence. At fuch times they hide away every 
thing, and the men carry chells and kettles on the top 
of the hpufe, and rattle and beat upon them to fright- 
en away the moon, and make him return to his plaice. 
At an eclipfe of the fun the women pinch the dogs fay 
the ears ; if they cry, 'tis a furc fign that the end of the 
world is not yet come ; for as the dogs exifte^ before 
men, therefore, according to Greenland logic, they 
|nuft haye ft gi^ick^r fenfation of future things. But 
fliculcl they not cry [which however the poor dogs al- 
ways do) then the difTolution of all things is at 
Jiahd. 

When It thunders, the reafon is, two women are 
ftretching and flapping a dried feal-fkin, and the thun- 
der comes from tfiat'rattle. A^s I faid before, they 
have unravelled the myftery of the aurora bereelis, for 
we are told, it is the fouls of the dead frifking at a 
dance or a foot-ball. So alfo the rains are the over- 
flowings of thf celeilial refervoirs. ^ut fhould the 
banks break, the f&y wquld fall down. 

But enough of thofe abfurd llories, which indeed 
none but thev^eal^ejl heads harbour even in Greenland. 
Nay i^ (ecms to ipe, that (he Creenlanders, who have 
art enough to vail their craftinefs with the curtain of 
flupidity, have often repaid the relations of the Europe- 
iins wit|i.fuch romantic tales, to fee how ^ ctieir fenfe 
and credulity reaches, or perhaps to make themfelves 
agreeable to them, 

I could perceive but few traces of the art 9f aftrolo- 
gy or divination from the ftars, the bowels of beafts, or 
the flight and tinging pf birds. But they t^e fo much 
»he more notice of 3(6 alteration and afpcSi of the air, 
and they can pgke pretty fi^re conclulions from hence 
concerning the cha|ige qf the \yeather. 

$ 46. 

The Greenlanders after all dearly love their life, 
wretched and troublefome as it is, and are horribly a- 
fraid of death. So true is it, that people without a 
Redeemer, muft through fear »f deaths ht all their life- 
time fubji£i te hmiage ; which peculiarly Ihews itfelf a- 
mong 
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mong the ignorant heathen. Thereforewhen they an 
ilck, they are not appeafed with the fpells of conjurors 
and witches, which theyonl}^ ufe that no ftone maj^ be 
left unturned, butthey betake themfeJves tomore'rational 
means ; though their materia medica is very incompe- 
tent ; and bcfides, there are but few people that will take 
the charge of the fick, for fear of being infeited by 
^touching thegi. I will briefly recite their difeafes and 
the method of treating them. 

In M^y and' June their eyes are often red and run- 
ning, from the cutting winds and the dai^zling rays trf 
the fun on the melting (how and ice, fo that fome- 
times they cannot open them. ' Some fcreen their eyes 
ftx>m it by a neat-made flap of wood three fingers biMd^ 
which being bound on the forehead, hath the effe& of 
the Bap in the front of a jockey's cap. Some faften x 
piece of wood before their eyes, with long narrow llita 
for the eye to look through, without being hurt by the 
fnow-glance. If the forenefs fixes and laAs, they maka 
an incifion in their forehead over the eye, that tSe fharp 
humour may difcharge itfelf. They of^en get a fpeck 
or even a film over the eye : This the good wife will 
couch with a crooked needle, and cut off with hercoarfe 
Juiife, fo etfe<£lually that it feldom fails of ' fuccefs. But 
fince they have taken fo much IhulF, th^y have lefs fore 
eyes. 

They often bleed at the nofe, becaufe they abound 
with blood. In this cafe they get fomebody to fuck the 
nape of their neck, or they tie the ring-finger of both 
liands ftfl: inward, or they take a piece of ice in their 
Dtouth and fnuff up fea-water in their nofe, and then 
it ccafes. 

They are alfo fubje£l to the head-ach, tooth-achi 
dizzinefs' and fainting, and Jikewife to the palfy. 
There are Tome inHances of thefalling-fickncfs, dropfya 
]unacy and madnefs ; but thefe and the cancer in the 
mouth are not common, , and thsy have no cure for 
them. 

For the fcurvy they eat fome herbs and roots mentis 
oned before, and alfo a kind of thin fea-wecd, whicl^ 
mufl not be wafhed with frefh water. But they mako 
ao ufe at all of the noble fcurvy-grafs, 

They 
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Tbey are infefteJ with two ibjtt of eruptions. One 
sf them is a kind of nib, with little pimples which, 
cover the whole bo^y except the hands, but they fooa 
go off, and are not contagious^ The other is the ]&• 
profy, attended with white putrid wounds and a fcurf 
all over the body ; this is infe£tiou5, and generally ac» 
companies the poor creatures to the grave. Yet they 
£iy die diforder is mitigated by fcraping off the cutane- 
ous fcales with hxwka feathers. Such lepers are oblig- 
ed to live apart *. They arc ftrangers to die fmall-pox 
sn^ meazles, excepta lingle inflance in the year 1733a 
when a boy brought the iinall-pox with him frcHn Co- 
penhagen and near 3000 people died of it, as will be 
related in the hiftorical account of that yvir. But 
thc^e have erred, who reported that the fcm^e [ex know 
iwthing of the menfes. 

They have ibmetimes boils which fpread as bjg as a 
plate, and fooK grow quite contraSed by them. Their 
cure is to make an indiion crofs-ways, and bind a hxA- 
low cover of hay or thin wood over it, that the raw 
fleibmaynot be irritated by the cloathi j and thenar 
Way they go tp their labour, 

if they have newly wounded their haAd or foot, they 
thnift it ima the wine-tub to ftanch the blood. Theii 
they apply tiie greaves or fibres of flrained blubber, or 
a little mofs burnt io trdn, and tie up the wound 
tight with a leather &ap. But if the wound is larg^ 
diey few it up firft. 

They extend a fradured arm or leg till 'tis rightly 
replaced, and tben guard it Inr a bandage of ftiff fde- 
leather. *Tt5 amaxing to fee how foon the limb knita 
again, even though 1^ fplintered bone ftuck out be« 
fore. 

Thus 'diey hare eafy remedies for external cafe«, 
and they heal quickly. But they are deftitute of me- 
dicines and attendance for internal diforden, and leave 
all to nature. Thefe difeafes are confumptions, blood- 
Jpitting, (which th^ attempt to flop by eating tb« 

* Tkii difetfe prevaifi at(b on tlie lU-coafti of Nam)' ud in the F«> 
toe illandt, indii attributed to die Cttiog iemndiM. Pau». Nat, BUI. 

black 
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black mofs that grows on the mountains) diarrhoea, 

and bloody flux, which proceeds, efJKcially in the fpring, 

from their conftant lUh-diet, and in ^1, from unri{ie 
berries. Many dr^ along feveral years with a weakness, 

and defluxion on the breaft, that fufiocates them at 

laft. 

They know nothing of agues or fevers. But if they 
are troubled with flitches in the fide or rather in the 

breaft, occafioncd perhaps by fettled phlegm, theyfirft 
perceive a fhivering, and then a little heat fucceeds^ 
which conftantly continues, attended with violent con- 
vulHohs in the breaft. This is their common ficknefe^ ' 
it atfb makes quick difpatch, ai\d is often catching. 
Their only remedy is to lay a hot aftieftus-ftone upon 
the (pot where they feel the ftitches ; 'and this is their , 
plaifler for fwelllngs too. Of late they open a vein 'm 
fuch cafes, and fometimcs only by way of prevention, 
which is often of great fervice to them, though thej- 
were formerly quite unacqudnted with it, 

■ Thefourceof thefe andodier difaalea is chiefly- their 
irregular way. of living. In the winter, in comes 3 
man into the warm houfe, fo e^fceffively frozen,, that 
be has no feeling in his hands and Tace, Again, when 
(bey are fweating in the heat, Hiey v^n Qut half-naked. 
If they have nothing*! eat, the^ go empty for two 
or three days. When they get fomething again, they 
don't know when to leave off- eating. When they are 
hot and thirfty, their naturally-cold water is not cold 
Enough for them, but they chill it more with ice or 
fnow. And as they never drink but when they are dry, 
they pour in fo much the more all at oiice. Suqh great 
and fiiidden alterations muff ncceflarity very muc^ im- 
pede the regular courfe of nature. Therefore 'tis. ob» 
ferved that mdll of their diforJers, and elpeoi ally their 
flitches, fcize them at tbcclofeof a hard winter, par-, 
ticularlyif they have had but httlc to eat; andbecaufe 
they cannot be perfuaded tofweat it out, but rat^iertry. 
to chill the internal heat with ice-cold water, thpir ftck,i 
ncfs difpatches them fpecdily. 

f 47^ 
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5 47- 
When a Greenluider is in the confli^ of <leath, 
ihey array him in his beft cloaths and boots, and bend 
his legs up to his hips, probably that his grave may be 
thefborter. As foon as he is dead, they throw out hia 
things, that they may not make themfelves unclean and 
unfortunate. .All the people in the houfe muft alfo 
carry out their things till the evening, that the fmeU of 
the coqifc may evaporate. Then they filently bewaH 
him for a fliort hour, and after that prepare ror his bu- 
rial. They do not ^^7 ^^^ ^^ cArpfe through the 
entry of the houfe, but lift it through the window, or 
if he dies in a tent, they unfaften one of the fkins 
behind, and convey it out that way. A woman behind 
waves a lighted chip backward and forward, and fays : 
•' there is nothing more to be had here," They like 
to m&ke the grave in Tome remote high place, and make 
it of flone. They lay a little mofs upon the bare 
ground (for the rock admits of no digging) and fpread 
a '&in upon it. The corpfe being wrapped and fewed 
up in the man's beft feal or deer-lkin, is brought by the 
neareft rdii,tion on his back, or he even drags it after 
him upon the ground ; he lays it in the burying place, 
covers it with a fkin, and alfo with fome green fods, 
and finally heaps great broad ftones upon it to keep off 
the birds and "foxes. Near the burying-fpot they depo- 
fite the kajak and darts of the departed, and the tools 
be daily ufed, or if it was a woman, her knife andfewing 
implements, that they might not be deEled by them, or 
might not be urged to too great forrow by the frequent 
^gntof them ; for an excefs of grief would not be to the 
good of the Separated foul. Moreover many are of the 
Ofnnion, that they fliall want their implements for their 
maintenance in the other world. Such people lay a 
dog's head by the grave of a child, for the foul of-a 
dog can find its way every where, and will Jhew the ig- 
soniit babe the way to the land of fouls. But ftnce 
the lancet htve feen that thofe who know better, 
ioitietimeB tain, away fuch things that are left by the 
graves, and ufe them without being expofed to any 
Vengeance of enraged IpcAres, they have prettjc much 
liid tMt fucfa ofiarings. Yet they do not ufe 
Aicb 
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fuch things themrelves, but fell them to others vho 
will feel no grief wnewed by the fight of a good bar* 
gain. 

Whoever touches a dead body, efpeciallv he tktt 
carries it to the grare, is rendered unclean tor fev^^ 
days, and muft refrain from certain kinds of labourand 
food. The reft of the rislations, nay all the pec^e in 
the bo\ife, muft do the fame, though in a fuller de- 
gree, that they may not bring a misforbine upon them-* 
wives, nor iocommode the journey of the, departed 
Ibul. 

A little fucking babe, that cannot yet digeft their 
groft food, and has no one befides to nurfe it, is bu- 
ried alive with the mother, or at leaft fome time after, 
when the father can find no way to prefcrve it, and 
cannot bear to fee the infant's diftrcfs any longer. We 
may eality conceive with what a painhil fen&tion a 
lather muft perform this office, efpecially if it is i 
fan. Many an old fickly widow, that has no reputa- 
ble rich relations, by whom (he can be fupported with- 
out trouble, is alfo buried alive, and the children wilt 
teUyou, that this is no cruelty but kindnefs, for they 
fparc her the pain of a lingering fick-bed, from which 
there is no hopes of her riling, and themfelves a great 
deal o£ trouble, forrow and fympathy. But the true 
reafon lies in their lazinefs, covetoufoefs and con- 
tempt, becaufe there is foldom an toftance of their bu-> 
Tying an <Ai ufelefs man alive, except perhaps he has 
no relations at all, and then they would rather conv^ 
him to fome dcfolate ifland, and there let him ftru^w 
with his &te. If a perfon has no friends at aU> they 
cren let him lie unburied. 

§ 48. 

After the interment, tbofe who attended die procefV 
lion betake thcmfelves to the houle of mousing ; firft 
the men (it a while iilent with their elbows leaomgup- 
«n their knees, and their beads between their hndsf 
but the women lie profirate upon their faces oi the 
ground, and foftly weep and fob. At length the fiidwr 
ot fon, or the neareft relation, keeps a fiineral difoourfc 
or clcgyi in wliich alt ttw ^wd ^wditia of Aedcual^ 



tyGooj^lc 



Chap. 6. Of tbeir SCiewces. 239 

ed are reeibad, and it evoy period his lofs is deplored 
by them all with loud crying and weeping. Permit 
me to infert the contents of fuch a funeral dirge, u a 
fpectmen of the Greenland elocution. It was the la- 
mentation of a &ther over his fon, taken out of Mr. 
Dallager the Fair's Relation, p. 46. 

" Woe is me, that I fee thy wonted feat, but (ee it 
*• empty ! Vain are thy mother's toils of love, fo dry 
*' thy garments, ho ! my joy is gone into darlcnefs, 
*• it IS crept into the caverns of the mountains. Once, 
*' when the even came, I went out and was glad, I 
'• ftretchcd out my eager eye, and waited thy return. 
** 'Behold thou camcft 1 Thou cameft manfully rowing 
** on. Vying widi young and old. Never didft thou 
*' return empty from the fea^ thy kajak brought its 
*' never-failing load of feats or fea-fowl. Thy mother, 
*' Die kindled the fire and boiled, flic boiled what thy 
<* hand acquired. Thy mother, Ihe fpread thy booty 
*' before many invited guefts, and I took my portion 
*' among them. Thou efpiedft the fliallop's fcarfet 
" ftreamer from far, and joyfully flioutedft : Behold 
•* Lari * cometh 1 Thou Ikippedft over the ftrand 
** with hafte, and tiiy hand took hold of the gunnel 
*' of. the Ihallop. Theh were thy feals produced, and 
** thy mother Icparated the blubber ; for this thou re- 
" ceivedft fliirts of linen and iron lurbs for thy fpeara 
*' and »TOWS. But now, alas, 'tit over I When I 
'^ think on thee, my bowels are moved within me. O 
*' could I weep like others ! for then might I alleviate 
*' my pain. What fliall I wifh for mc»« on earth f 
" Death is now become the moft defirable thing. But 
** then, who fliall provide for my wife, and the reft of 
*' my tender children ! I will ftill live a little while : 
*' But however, my joy fliall confiflin a perpetual ab- 
*'■ Ainence from all that is eligible to man, ftfc." 

After fuch a mournful ditty, the women continue 
theirWeeping and lamentation. Their howl is all in 
one tone, as if an inftrument was to play a tremulous ' 
fifth downwards through all the femitones. Now and 
then they paufe a little, and the proper female mourner 

fThe TaSat, 

drops 
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drops in a few words between, but the men only fdbt 
At length the vi<^tual5 the late hoft left behind arc laid 
on the floor, and cat by the condoling gucfts. They 
repeat their vifits as long as any thing is left, and this 
may laft ,a week or a fortnight. When tfie widow 
goes out to feek provifion, her widow's weeds muft b* 
oldt raggedy grtafy cloaths ; ' fiie muft never wafli her- 
fclf ; (he muft either cut off her hair or wear it diflie* 
veiled } and when Ibe goes out of the houfe, (ht muft 
always have a particular mourning-hood on. Thud 
they let you know their mourning by a proper drefs of 
forrow. But the men do not ditlinguilh themfdvcs iri 
this way, except that now and then one gives himfelf A 
wound as a token of his deep corroding dolour. The 
dame of the houfe addrefies all interim vifitors that 
come in, with thefe words : " Him that you feek, you 
** will find no more, alas yc come too latei" And then 
the howling begins again. They proceed with this la- 
mentation for half an hour every day, for fome weeks 
- or longer, nay fome a whole year, according as the de^ 
ceafed was young! or old, and according to his being in- 
difpcnfably ncceflary. They alfo vifit the grave, and li£ 
down upon it, and the women that fland round affift 
in the obfequies. But as to neighbbUrs, alas I if 'tis 
the &ther of the family that is dead, and they come 
to condole with the widow, which they do lb long tilt 
{he goes abroad, they endeavour to take awayfome- 
thing with them at every vifit, either (ecrctly or opew- 
Jy, if the next relations are not ftrong enough to pre*- 
vent it, till at laft flie is flripped fo bare, that many a. 
poor creature with her children dies <^ hunger and 
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'tbe AnhaU of the Country ; and an Ac- 
count of the firft (or DdniQi) MiJJhni 
till the Tear 1733. 



C H A P. I. 

Ankals of old Greenland. 

§■• 

NO W probably the reader would b« glad to . 
know the hiflory of thefe people. But indeed 
wc have but very fcanty memoirs to lay before 
him, bccaufe the Greenlanders have no oral nor writ- 
ten traditions, neither are there any confiderablc mo- 
numents of antiquity to be met with there. They 
know nothing of tneir fore-fathers, but that they 
extirpated the KaWunajt, that is, the former northern 
inhabitants of this country. When I come to thetime in 
which this is faid to have been done, I Qiall take occafiOn 
to prefent the Reader with as much concerning the 
origin and defcent of the Greenlanders as probability 
permits me to prefume. . But I will firft briefly relate 
how tjiis laijd was difcovered, inhabited and loft by 
the Europeans, and how afterwards it was fought and 
found agaiii. 

It is well known from hiftory, that the tiibes of the north 
have eminently diftinguilhed themfelvcs among the other 
nations fmce the fifth century ; they have maintained 
numerous fleets, committed many piracies at fea, »nd 
havealfodifcovered new countries, fettled new colonics,^ 
nay fubdued and governed whc 1 : nations and kingdomi. 
Rome has not only trembled at the old Cimbrians, 
Vol. I. "R but 
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but was forced more than once to bend under the 
yoke of the fo-called barbarians, that broke forth from 
the north like a flood. Normandy fliil retains the 
name of the old Norwegians or North-men, and the ' 
Englifli hiAorians will never forget them. Some, and 
among the reft the celebrated Hugo Gratiusy have 
Carried them acrofs the great ocean to people America. 
3ut the grotindlcflhels ofthis opinion has been fliewn 
by others. However, fo much feems' certain, that the 
Orcades Iflands, Iceland, and Greenland, were dif- 
covered by the old Norwegians, or at leaft were firft 
rightly inhabited and peopled by them. 

According to the account of the learned Icelander 
Arngrim Jonas, Iceland was firft accidentally difcovered 
by a Norwegian called Naddok^ (who intended to go 
to the ifland Fieroe) and it was then named Snowland. 
A certain pyrate, whofe name was Flokko, hearing 
of this place, had an inclination to fearch after it. 
.Having no compafs, he made a raven his condudor as 
Noah didi when he came into the midft of the fea, 
he let the bird fly, which, following its natural tmpulfe, 
dire^d its flight towards land; Flokko confidently 
fteered after it, found the land, and called It Iceland 
from the great quantity of ice. 

Norway had its kings even at that time, but was 
moAly governed by a number of jarls or earls, who 
gave the kings enough to do, and pra^fed great 
opprellion ; but they were brought under the yoke 
by king Harold Haarlager. One of theli; earls, tngolf 
by name, who loved his freedom more than his native 
country, emigrated to Iceland with his brother-in-law 
Hiorleif, and a company of their' adherents, being all. 
ftill in heathenifm. Thefe (Arngrim thinks) firft 
peopled and cultured the land ; for then it yielded 
corn, and much wood. There h^ formed a republic, 
which reflected honour to thefe barbarous times. The 
annals report this to have been in An. 874. But there 
are many arguments to make it probable, that even 
if this land was not the ancient "Tbult^ yet that it was 
inhabited long before the arrival of Ingolf, and that 
at .leall it was navigated by the Irilb for the fake of 
4. • the 
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the fiAieiy. This ma^ be found En Ptyrert^ Rtlattun Je 
riflmtAj a Mtnf. cCr U Metbs U Ftiytr, § xliii. 

§2. 
Among thofc carls that fubmitted to king Harold, 
was one cabled Thorrer, who is defcribed as To rich, 
.that he had three iflarids in the north part of Norway, 
and On every ifland 80 fat oxen j this procured him 
the name of Yxna-(or oxen)-ThorFer, He prefcnted 
one of thefe idands and all theoxen upon it to king 
Harold for a dinner for bis array, and by that he woa 
bis favour. His great-grand-fon Thorwald lived a 
vrhilt at the court of Count Hagcn in great fplendor, 
but was obliged to ily on account of a murder he had 
committed ; he cam^ with a new colony to Iceland, 
and there cultivated a tra£t of land of his own. His 
Ion Erich Raude, or the Red-headed, extended it ftill 
further after his death. One of his powerful neighbours, 
Eyolf Saur, caufed fome of his fervants to be murdered. 
Erkh revenged the reproach and injury that had been 
done him, with Eyolf 's death. On this account, and 
Rlfo becaufe he had come into a quarrel with the mighty 
Thorgcft, who would not reftore fome houfe-idots that 
he had entrufted him with at his flight, he vns obliged 
to think of' flying again. Now he had been informed, 
that one Gunbicern had difcovered in the weft part of 
the ifland not only fome clifls where there were plenty 
of fifh, which got from him the name of Gunbtccrn's 
-Shears, but that he had fpied a ccmtinent further 
weft. The fugitive Eric, being adjudged to a three 
years banifhment, fought this land, and the firft point 
of it he difcovered was by Herjolfs Nefs ; he CQafted 
along fourii-weft, and Wintered at an agreeable ifland 
near a found, which he called Eric's Sound. The next 
year he examined the main land, and the third year 
went back to Iceland. In order to entice people to go 
to his new country, he called it Grttnlandt and painted 
it out as fuch an excellent place for pafture, wood, and 
fifli, that the next year he was followed thither by 
25 ibips full of colonifta, who had furnilbcd themrelves 
jichly with houfliold-goods and cattle of all forts, but 
only 14 of thefefiiips arrived. In procefs of time moi* 
R X colonies 
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Colonics came after, both out of Iceland and Norway, 
ami ftocked the c'ountiy with inhabitants by d^rees 
both on the eaft and we(t-fide, fo that they were com- 
puted to be a third part as numerous as a Danilh- epif- 
copal diocefe. 

.5 3- 

The time of thefe events is recorded differently. 
There are but tAvo head-fountains of the Greenland 
hiftory : One is the Iceland Chronicle ^f the very an- 
cient Northern Hiftorian Snarro Sturlefin, who was No- 
mophylax or juftitiary of the Iceland -government about 
the year 1215. His account is preferred not only by 
thef learned Arngrim Jonas, coadjutor of bifhop Gun- 
brand Thorlak in Iceland, in the beginningof thelaft 
centnry, but alfo by the king's hiltoriographer Thor- 
moder Torfzus, a native of Iceland, in his Graealandia 
antiguay which I have made the moft ufe of. Thefe 
date the difcovery of Greenland in the year 982. 
But on the other hand we have fome Greenland An- 
nals in Danilhverfe, by a Divine, Claudius Chrijiophtrfm 
or LyfcandtTy who fuppofes the difcovery to be in the 
' year 770. And this calculation fecms not only to have 
fome foundation in the antiquities of Iceland, but is 
corroborated by a Bull iflTued by Pope Gregory IV, 
An. 835, wherein the converfion of the northern na- 
tions, and in exprels words of the Icelanders and" 
Greenlanders, is committed to the firti northern apoftia 
Anfgarius, who had been appointed arch-bifhop of Ham- 
burgh by the emperor Lewis the Pious. If this Bull 
is authentic* which we find no reafon to doubt, Green- 
land muft have been difcovered and planted 150 
^ears earlier, about 830, by the Icelanders or Nor- 
wegians. 

5+-. 

But a greater di&grcement prevails in the defcrip- 
tion of the country, not only between the records of 
the Icelanders and the Danes, but alfo between* the 
Icelanders themfelvcs ; neither could the Icelander 
Torfsus reconcile them after all his labour. Ip his 
charts, he follows chiefly the draughts of Ivar Beer, 
whp 
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who was tfie Greenland bilhop's fteward and juftitiary, 
in the' 14th century. According to this account, 
Greenland was inhabited and tilled both on the eaft 
and weft-fide. The eaft-fide, which is now called 
Old or Loft Greenland, was divided into two parts hy 
a promontory in the 63d deg. called Heijolf s Nefa. 
Mr. Theodore Thorlalc, who wa* bilhop in Iceland in 
the laft century, writes as follows : *' Under this pro- 
" montory lies Slcaga-liord or inlet, and before the 
*' mouth of it a long fand-bank ; therefore large Ihips 
•• can only enter it at high-water ; at whidi time a 
*' great many whales and other fiflj alfo take the 
*' opportunity of palCng. But no one dare fifli there 
*' without the leave of the bifliop, who is the pro- 
** prietor of the bay : further eaftward lies the bay 
" OUumUngri, orthelongeft inlet, the end of which 
*' was never yet known. There are a great number ' 
** of little illands called holms, and plains covered 
" with grafs." 

This long inlet very likely may connect with the 
Ice-inlet in Diifkobay on the w^-fide, where, according 
to the report of the Greenlandefs, was formerly a 
padage through. Torfacus places it in the 66th deg. 
All beyond he calls Obygdr, or Defart-places, where 
only one bay is noted down called Funkabudr, becaufe 
it is faid one Funka, a fervant of Olaus king of Nor- 
way, was fliipwrecked and buried there. On the main 
land hereabout two great mountains of ice are marked ; 
one of them is called Blaaferken, or blue-lhirt, from 
the blue colour of its ice, and the other Huitferken, or 
white-ihirt, from its white ice. When a man is got half 
way from the moft weftern cape of Iceland called 
Snxfels-nefs, towards Herjolfs-nefs in Greenland, 
(which are two capes about 120 leagues afunder) he 
may fee both the Blaaferk in Greenland and the 
Snafels-Jtekel or ice-mountain in Iceland. 

Between Herjolfs-nefs and Statenhook (here were 
many more inlets inhabited. Thofe moft worthy of 
notice are Ketil's inlet, in which there is an account 
of two parilhes, and a cloyfter of monks dedicated to 
Sf. Olaus and St. Auguftine. Again there was Raven- 
inlet, at the end of which was the punnery of St. 
R 3 Olaus. 
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OUus. The fame TTiecdore writes thus : •' In the 
*' Einar's-inlet, which divides itfelf into fcvcnil 
*' branches, at the entrance is to be feen on the 'left 
" hand the little cape of Klining, and on the right 
. ** a great wood, Wher^ the large and ftnaU cattle are 
" pmured that belong to the cathedral church, whjcli 
** lies at the end of the bay, near the village Gardar. 
*' The great ifland Rinfey lies before the Einar'i inlet. 
""There is a great hunt for reindeer, and zlfo'the 
** beft foft baftard tnarble, of which the Green- 
<* landers make pitchers, and vetTels containing ten 
*• or twelve barrels (v/^a dtcem vil duedtcim ttnnarum 
•' eapMfa) ; thcfe are fo firm that they endure all fire; 
" .Further weft lies Long-ifland, where there are eight 
" granges or farms, which belong (o the biflx>p's fee, 
** but the tenths pertain to the church of Hualfseyre, 
" The next .is Eirick's-inlet, where the noble ferni 
** Brattahlid lies, the feat of the chitf jujlktarj. On 
•' the weft-fide is lituated the great church «i Ekrcems-' 
" nefs, which was for fooie time the cathedral and 
•• biflioi^'ft rcfidence." 

So far Thorlak'9 quotation from Torfaut, chap. vii. 
I have counted nineteen bayK or inlets that were inha- 
bited on the eaft-fide. They mendon 199 villages lying 
round them j I rather fuppofe farms (villa, pradia, 
as Torficus calls them), and thefe conftituted twelve 
parilhes, bcfides a bifbop's feat and two ' cloyfters. 
Torfseus's chart reprefehts thefe inhabited places on the 
firaits of Forbi&er, and takes the foutherly land both 
on the weft and caft-tide to be uninhabited. But now 
we know that the moft and hrgeft rjiins are on the 
weft-fide, between Cape-Farewell and Forbiftier's 
ftriiits, and fo it may be on the eaft-ltde too. They 
fay, they could fail fix days in a boat of fix oars from 
the eaft to the weft-fide, without feeing a man. The 
Greenlanders require the fame time now to go in their 
light women 's-boats, from the eaft-fide, to Onartok 
on the weft-fide to their Angmarfet fifhery. 

They mention nine cultivated inlets on the weft-fide, 

in which 90, others fay no hamlets or fanns once 

ftood, which made four parifhes. The end of the 

habitations, as far as we have been able to trace their 

rudcra, 
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nidera, is about the65thdcg. Therefore from the 65th 
deg. on the eaft-fide, to the fame latitude on the weft- 
lide, all the habitable places were occupied by the Nor- 
wegians. Their neighbours on the weA-fide were the 
Skrsellings ; but on the eaft-fide they could not dwell 
higher becaufe of the ice, only in fummer they vrenk 
a little higher to iiih. 

is- 

We need not fay ^ny thing of the nature of th^ 
air and the land on the eaft-flde, becaufe it may be 
inferred from the defcription of the wcft-fide. But 
becaufe common report has amufed us with fo many 
excellencies and felicjties of the old loft Greenland, 
I will only infert fo much from Torfxus, as Jhews 
that the e^-Cde was not much diflerent from the weft 
as it now is. 

He fpeaks (conformably to the account of SptmUim 
regaJty a very ancient Iceland book) as follows ; " The 
*' air is more ferene and ftttled in Greenland, and 
" the cold not fo vehement, as in Iceland and 
*' Norway. It is true, fometimes it is immoderately 
" cold, and the tempefts rage more violently than any 
** where, but they do not laft long, happen feldom, 
*' and are never fo exceflive as to kill the cattle." 
The author of this old book, who is faid to have 
lived in the 12th century, defcribes even then the 
north-lights, which he calls Nordrlios, but as fuch a 
curious or rare thing, that it was feen no where but in 
Greenland. Peyrtrty formerly fecretary to one of the 
French ambafladors at the northern courts, wrote 
what hecalls a relation, fo long ago as 1646, in which 
he defcribes this aerial phenomenon as fuch a Won- 
der, which he would not prcliime to relate, if the 
Iceland chronicle did not bear witnefs to it. He alfo 
relates out of the Danilh records, that in the year 
1308, there was in Greenland fome terrible thunder 
and lightning, by which a church was burnt down ; 
it was attended with fuch a tremendous ftorm, that 
the pinnacles of many rocks were torn ofF, and that 
the duft of the broken ftones Hew about like rain. It 
was followed by liicb a fevere winter as they had ne- 
R4 ver 
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ver had bcrorc, Co that the ice it left behind, did not 
tiiZMT for a whole year. 

Their defcriptions of the fruitfulhefs or produce of 
the land are not. only various, but contradJdory. 
Sometimes the Iceland annals tell you, that it bears the 
beft wheat, and then again that nothing can grow 
there for the cold. They fpeak of woods where they 
liunted white bears, though the white bears feek their 
livelihood from the fea ; and they mention oak-trees 
that bore acorns as big as apples, and of a talle as 
^reeable as chefnuts. The report of the Danifli 
Chronicle is the moll probable, and correfponds with 
the nature and quality of the weft-fide, viz. that Eric 
Raude lived only upon fijh at firft, but that his fuc- 
cellbrs by degrees cultivated fome meadows in the val- 
Jies for paftuFe. Torfar'us writes the fame, chsp. xv. 
dt Groenlanderum ViSfu. *' Thou_gh fome people of 
*' fubftance (fays he) have made a trial whether the 
*' land would bear corn, yet it produced but little, 
" becaufe the froft and cold nipped the feed. The 
** common people have never feen corn, nor knowii ■ 
" what bread is. In other refpefts the land is defcribcd 
" as rich in pafture, and yielding very large and fat 
•' oxen, cows, flieep and goats, that furnifh a good 
" ftock of butter and cheefe." So far Torfeus. 
Therefore I imagine, when Greenland is ranked among 
the eftates that fupplied the royal table, whither none 
but the kings Ihips had leave to fail, and bring away 
the exuberant products of the country ; we are to un- 
derftand it as fpoken merely of the excellent cattle, 
which indeed generally thrive and tafte the beft in 
mountainous countries. Befides thofe beafts that have 
been mentioned in the defcription of the weft-fide, 
the Iceland hiftorians take notice of wolves, lynxes, 
beavers, fables and martens, as alfo of white eagles 
and falcons ; and Torfieus defcribes out of the Speculum 
regale IJlaa£mm, fix kinds of^feals, befides the roftun- 
|;ar or fea-lion, and 23 forts of whales, moft of which 
fgree with thofc dcfcribed before. 
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§6. 

There' is very, little concatenation in the hiftory of 
theNorwegians. in Greenland, but only fomc prolix 
narratives of murder and blood-flied, and feme wcll- 
devifed heroic adventures or tales, -which Torfieus 
relates and then confutes. We (ce by his contraAcd 
records, which contain little more than the fucceffion ~ 
of bilhops in Greenland, that Lcif, the fon of Eric 
Raude, made a Voyage to Norway^ An. 999, to pve 
king Olaus Tryggefon, then upon the throne, an ac- 
count of the new colony in Greenland ;' and that he 
fpent the winter at his court. This king, who had not 
long before renounced heathetiifm, and was very zea- 
lous to fpread the chriflian name, perfuaded Leif to be 
baptized, and to ute a prieft with him to Greenland, 
who might convert the inhabitants there. ' On his re- 
turn, he found fomc fhipwrecked Tailors fwimming on 
the ftiip's fragments, took them aboard, and brought 
them with him to Greenland. His father was much 
difpleafed with him, hoth for this companionate aft, 
and for bringing the Norway prjeff, becaufe he fup- 
pofed it would mew foreigners the way thither to fub- 
due Greenland ; but he was pacified by the e$cacious 
rcnlonftrances of his fon, that by faving the unfortu- . 
natc he had onlyfuIRlIed the duties of humanity, which 
nature depianded of nian, and which Chriftianity ftill 
more nobly difplayed and rewarded ; nay he was noi 
only appeafed, but alfo induced to hear the prieft, and 
to embrace the Chriftian religion, and the n& of 
the colony followed his example. 

At the fame time the Icelanders rclinquifted the 
Idolatry of the northern paeans, who worlhippcd 
chiefly four heathen gods, viz. Thor, Odin or Wo^an, 
Thyr, and Freya *■ New colonifts kept continually 
coming from Iceland and Norway, and part of them 
were Chriftians already. Among thefe, they tell you 

• Some of the days of the week are ftill named ifter them in the G*r- 
nu tiDgii^, and othen-thit iint iMaitj with it, u, from Ther, 
Thorfiliig, Tiiurtilay, Danaerftag; from Odin, Oofdag <a OiaiOaf, 
Wedncfday; froia Tiyr, Thiiiaaj, Tutfday, Dienftag, wd ftom Fre/K, 
Tmydi^ FniUy. 
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1 wonderful ftoiy of one Thorgils, a new. but zealous 
chriftian, who went to Greenland againft the frequent 
renwaftruiccs of bis fortaa heathen gods, and endur- 
ed tpany trials and confli^ from Satan, and many fore, 
calamities by land and water for feveral years, after 
which, like yti and Tabiaty he arrived to great honour 
«Bd felicity. 

^ In procela of time, when the Chriftian inhabiunts 
were ^eatly multiplied, and had built many churches, , 
Sok, Xetf 's grandlon, fummoned the people together at 
Snttahlid in the the year 1122, and reprefemed to 
than that th« honour of the people, and . the conferva- 
tioa of religion, called upon th«n to follow the e^- 
Vnj^e of ouer nations, and to have a biOiop of. their 
pVB^ forwhofe fup^rt they Should fettle a certain 
ftipend. They were all unanimous, and delegated 
Kinar, Sok's fon, with a prefcnt of fca>]ions teeth and 
(kins, to Sigurd king of Norway, with a petition to 
grant them a hiOiop. The king chofe Arnold a learn- 
^ priefi for this ofi\ce. Arnoldobje£ted his little lear- 
ning, and the. roughncfs of the people, that would niftt 
be governed by bare ad monitions and reprooftt. But when 
, £inar bound himlelf by an oath to proteft the church's 
endowments and rights with all his power, Arnold ac- 
cepted the call to Greenland, and firft fet out with a 
letter of recommendation from the king to Archbifhop 
Afcher at Lund in Schonen, who confecrated hinj 
biibop of Greenland ; and then fet fail. On the voy- 
age thither he was attacked by a ftorm and driven to 
Iceland. He fpcnt the winter here, in the houfe of the 
old Iceland writer, Ssemund Frode. It is alledged as a 
toJcen of his humility and condefcenfion, that he 
mended a poor woman's broken wool-comb. The^e^ 
following he came to Greenland, and fixed his epifco-, 
pal refidence at Gardar. ■ 

. But many reputable Norwegians accompanied him, 
One of them, called Arnbicern, was forced by a ftorm, 
together with two fliips, on the forlorn north-part of 
Greenland. No one knew what was become of him, 
but it was believed that he was fwatlowed up in the fea^ 
till a certain man called Sigurd went up that way to 
catcb 
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catch fdbf and found there the vnreck of one fhip, 
ftnd another Ihip ftill ferviceable fVeighced with many 
goods ; on the Ihore near it he fdund a hoiife full 
of dead cori^s. He got them buried, repaired the ■ 
^ip that could be iHIl uled, and brought it and iu 
freight to the bifltop, who let him hate the goods, but 
af^ropriated the fliip to the church. 

After a while Aufur, the unfortunate Arohicem'i 
lifter's fon, came to Greenland, and demanded his un- 
cle's efiiei^s. Einar, who had vowed to defend the e- ' 
moluments of the church, reje^d his claim in a con- 
venti<Hi of the people. Aufur in 1 malicious anger fe- 
crctly mined and difabkd the fhip that belonged to th« 
church, and then fct off for the weft-lide. He found 
there two Norway merchant-lhips, whom he prevailed 
upon to revenge more feverely the injury done to all 
good Norwegians in his perfon. When he came again 
with bis comrades to Grardar, he was deceitfully mur-;' 
dcrcd unawares by Einar with an ax in the church- 
yard, M they were coming together from divine ftr- 
vice i for Einar had been provoked by a reproof he 
had undergone from the biihop for fuffcring the pro- 
perty of the church to be damaged contrary to his oath. 
The reft of his fa£Hon determined to avenge his mur- 
der. Indeed old Sok Endeavoured to compromifc the 
matter in a great aflcmbly, but as he offered the injured 
party 3 mere trifle to compenfate for the life of thci^ 
head, diey murdered his {on Einar upon the fpot. Di- 
re^ly a bloody fray arofe, in which feverat loft thei^ 
lives on both.Jides. Sok propofcd to m^e war^aihft 
the three ftiips, but was difliiaded from it by a difcreec 
farmer, and prevailed on to enter into a treaty of re- 
conciliation with the murderers of his fon. And as 
there had been one more of Aufur's party killed than of 
the others, Sok was obliged to pay fome money ta a 
counterbalance ; but then thefe intruders fltfiuld leave 
the country and come thither no more, 

I have told this ftory, though very compendioufly, 
(which may be found at large in Torf^us, Chap, XXVl, 
XXVII, XXVIII.) becaufe it will affift the reader to 
form ap idea of the manners and government of the 
^d Norwegians in Greenland, 

The 
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The Danilb Chronicle £iyi, that the Greenlandcri 
became cributaiy to the kiags of Nonmy in 1023* 
which wa« foon after they en^raced the Chriftian re- 
ligion. In the reign of Magnus, An. 1256, they at- 
tempted to revolt ; but he obliged them to make peace 
in 1261, with the affiflance of the Danifii King Eric 
Clipping, who fent a con&derable fleet thither. Tor- 
fzus, paffing by this, maintains, that they, and the 
Icelanders, in the year 1261,' fubje^ed themfelves vo- 
luntarily under the Norwegian fceptre, and promi&d 
• to render a moderate tribute, and to punifli sill mur- 
der, whether committed by natives of Norway or 
Greenland, on inhabited or uninhabited places, nay if 
it was perpetrated under the pole. From that time 
they were governed by a king's deputy from Norway, 
according to the laws of Iceland ; and when an arch- 
bifhoprick was ereSled at Drontheim, in Norway, the 
Greenland bilhops became fuffragans to this metro- 
politan. 

According to Torfxus's lill, the bifhops Aicceeded 
each other in the following order : 
■ I. Ericj.even before 1120; but he was not regular- 
ly inftalled bilhop, neither had he any epifcopal feat. 
He moftty went up and down the country, edifying the 
churches, and at laft went to Wineland to convert the 
heathen there. 

2. Arnold, 1121, he was afterwards the fu& biibop 
of Hammer in Norway. 

3. Jonas I. 1150. 

4. Jonas n. 1 188. 

5. Helgo, 1212. 

6. Nicholas, 1234. 

7. Olaus, 1246. Under this bilhop 3 Greenland 
deputies, Odd, Paul and Leif, either made peace, or 
Aibmitted to the kings of Norway. This bilhop alio 
affifted at the confacration of Hacon archbifliop of 
Drontheim, 

8. Thorder or Theodorus, 1288. . 

9. Amo, I3t4.. 

10. Jonas the bald, 1343* 
So far Torfseus's Roll goes. 

* Baron 
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Baron Htlterg, in his hilbry of the kingdom of 
Ccnmark, adds the following out of the Danilfa chan- 
cellor and hiftorian Huitfeld. 

■ II. Alpho, inwhofe days the Slcr^ellingt, or wild 
Greenlanders, were firft fecn here in this country. 

12. Berthold. 

13. Gregory. 

14. Andrcw- 
, 15. John. 

16. Henry. He is faid to have been at theaflembly of 
the nobles, called together by king Olaus at Nyborg in' 
Fuenen iqtijS^, where be and other bilhops procured 
feveral exemptions for the churches and cloyfters. Butas 
about this time the voyages to Greenland were given' 
over, and no further account was heard from thence, 
therefore Alkill archbifhop of Drontheim ordained, 

17. Andrew bifliop of Greenland in the year i4o8> 
and fent him thither to fupply Bp. Henry's place in 
cafe he was dead. But we have no account whether he 
arrived there, or how it went with him. 

After that, Greenland was no more thought of for 
along time, but yet the DaniJb clergy never forgot it 
fjuite ; for we find a document dated 1533, in which 
die fuffragan bjfliop of Rofohild fubfcribes himfelf 
bifhop of Greenland. 

-. 57. 

We find no traces of the military ftrength of the for- 
mer Greenland 'Norwegians either by land or fea. 
The Greenland trade indeed is faid to have been very 
confiderable, and it may be.eafily believed that they 
exported a good deal of excellent flefli, butter, cheefe, 
iilh, train and pelts ; but it looks as if thefe commo- 
dities were fetched by foreign (hips, and that they 
themfelves neglefled navigation ; though they muft 
have underftood it well in th^ beginning. For they 
not only failed from Iceland and Norway to Green- 
land in their own fhips, but the firft difcovery and navi- 
gation of North-America is afcribed to them. And 
perhaps it will not be unentertaining, if I briefly re- 
late this curious piece of hiftory, that has hitherto been 
little 
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little known, fij as it is ddcribed « large bjr Malltt in 
bis itrtreJu^in a FHifi*iri dt Danemarc ** and by Pni- 
teppidan in his Natural Hiftory of Nonvayf, as they 
traiitcribed it from the Iceland hiltorians Arngrim Jo- 
. has, and Torfvus, contirtning it by the teftimony of 
the antient hiftoriographer Adam Bremenfis, who wrote 
in the middle of the iitb century, and confequently at 
the time of the difcovery. 

An Icelander named Hcijolf went every year with 
his foti Bioera to tra^ in liivcral Countries. Once, in 
^e year looi, they were feparated ffom each other 
by a ftonn, and Biovn vriving in Norway, gM intel- 
ligence, thathis fatherwas failed to Greenland, which 
WM then but litde known ; accordingly he let lail to 
fellow his father thither, but was driven by another 
ftonn to the ibuth-weft, where be difcovered a flat 
champaign country overgrown vifh wood, and on his 
return alTo defcried an ifland. But he did not tarry at 
tbefe places, but irtien the ftorm ceafed, made the beft 
of his way north-eaft to Greenland. When this e- 
vent was divulged j the above-mentioned Leif, the fon 
of Eric the ral-headed, was ambitious of acquiring 
£une like his father by the difcovering and planting 
new countries ; therefore he Htted ouc a Ihip with 35 
men, and went to fea with Bixrn. The Jirtl: land they 
now difcovered' was ftony and barren. They gave it 
the name of Helleland, 1. «. flat, bare land. Then 
they difcovered a low country with white fiind, cover- 
ed with fome woods. This they called Maikland, 1. 1. 
level land.' Two days after, they faw land again, 
whoie northern coaft was covered by an ifland. There 
they found fome flirubs with fweet berries. They fail- 
ed up a river till they came to a lake, from which ths 
river ifTued. The air was mild, the foil fruitful, and 
^ river crouded with all forts of fHh, particularly 
large falmon. They ftaid that winter there, and found 
that the fun rofc about S o'clock in the fliorteft days, 
which muft have been about the 49th deg. and coin- 
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cides with the latitudeof Newfoundland, or the river of 
St. Laurence in Canada. 

After they had built fome huta there, ttiey milled a 
German mariner named Tyrker, whom, after a long 
fearcfa, they found In the wood {kipping and very mer- 
ry. Upon afking what made him ^ chearful, he an- 
swered, that hehad eaten fuch grapes as people made 
wine of in his native country. When Leif faw and 
tafted thefe grapes himfelf, he called his new coaatij 
Viinland, i. e. Wineland *. 

In the fpring, they went back to Greenland, Leifs 
brother Thorwald refolved to carry the difcoveries fa- 
ther, and failed thither the very fame year with Lcifs 
crew i he examined the land wellward, and the fum- 
mcr following eaflward. The coaft was very woody 
and befct with many iflands, but they found no foot- 
fteps of man nor bead. The third fummer they ex- 
plored the iflands ; but as the Ihip received damage on 
a certain cape, they were obliged to fpend moft'of the 
time in repairing her, ^nd as they could not ufe the old 
keel any more, they fet it up On the faid cape and 
called it Kiaelarnels. 

Having repaired the fliip, they reexamined the eaft- 
fide of the land, and perceived three fmall boats co- 
vered with fkins, and three men in each. They feized 
them all but one, (who efcaped) and killed them out of 
mere cruelty. Some time aifter, a great number of the 
fame fort of men in their boafs affaulted them ; but 
they defended themfelves fo well from their arrows, be-- 
hind the boards with which theii flilps were guarded, 
that the favages were forced to take to flight after an 
hour's (kiimifti. They called thefe Indians Skrallings out 
of contempt t; and Arngcim, writing after Myrltius, 
calls them Pygmaoi bkuhitales, and fays that they were 
alfo found on the weft-fide of Greenland; hedefcrlbes 
thofe defpicable men as having fo little ftrength, that 
there was nothing to fear from them, if there was e- 
ver fo many of them. Yet Thorwald, and he alone, 

* 'Tuwell knovri) that good-t^Jhd wildgnpuiiowlatlicfHcfbBfCt* 
Taii, but they yn\i no good wine. 

i Jtljgnifin chipt, puinjtj i. 1. d«ufc. 

was 
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was obliged to faSer for his barbari^, for he died of 
a wound from their arrows. He ordered his people to 
iet up A .croCs at l^e head and foot of his grave. On 
that account that cape was called KrolTa-nefs*. His 
companions wintered in Wineland, and next fpring 
th^ returned once more to Greenland.. 

"The fame year Thorftein, the third fon of Eric the 
red-headed, Kt out for Wineland with his wife Gudrid, 
his children, and all his people, in all 25 perfons ; his 
chief intention was to bring away the corpfe of his 
brother, but he wasdrivenbya llorm on thewefl-coaft . 
of Greenland at a great diftance from any of the Nor- 
wegian dwellings. There he took up his winter-quar- 
tern, but he and fome of his followers loft their lives 
by an epidemical ficknefs. In the fpring his wife 
brought his corpfe back again to her own home. 

From this time the fixing a fettled colony in Wine- 
land was more eameftly thought of. An eminent Ice- 
lander called Thorfin married Gudrid, and by this 
means inherited Thordein's right to Wineland, whither 
he went with her, 65 men and five women j they took 
all forts of cattle, tools, i^c. with them, and begun 
to build and plant. The Skraelliiigs alfo foon found 
them out, and bartered their fkins and furs with them ; 
they would fain have had fome of their weapons in 
exchange, but Thorfin had forbid it. However one of 
them ftole a battle-ax, and wafftupid enough to try it 
on his companion^ but as bis curiofity cod the other his 
life, a third took the battle-ax and threw it into the 
fea. 

■ Three years after, Thorfin came back to Green- 
land, and brought fuch valuable merchandizes with 
him, that he excited a defire in many to feck 
their fortune in Wineland. He himfelf went to Ice- 
land, and built a magnificent houfe there. After his 
death Gudrid took a journey to Rome, and afterwards 

■ HcDCeitappunlbat Thorwald wasBchriftiin, >s well uhii brother 
Lfif. Tilt reft of tbt Gnenlandets, tbe Icikndcn, and cfpecudlr tbe 
NorwepBoa, ihit tclbmd fitnn time to time to Wineliad, wren probably 

^ flill beathent, who would ralber livf in a drmsc land, ttian cmbnc* [be 
, Chrinian religion, vil^ch Ohiu Tiy^^a fTOfi^Xtd witb impetuofity in 
Norway. ■" 

ended 
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ended h^r life in a nunnery in Iceland, built by faer 
Ton Snorro born in WiAeland. 

In the mean time two Icelanders, Helgo and Finbog, 
^tted out each a fliip for Wineland with jo men, and 
took ^reidis a daughter of Erich Raude ■with them. 
This woman ftmented an infurreiSion in the netv colo- 
ny, in which 30 perfons were killed, and among them 
Helgo and Finbog. Then back flie went to Greenland, 
where fhe was abhorred by every one, and ended her 
life in wretchednefs. The reft of the colonifts proba- 
bly fled and difperfed in the country, for fear of pu- 
nifhment. At leaft from that time there are no more 
connefted accounts to be found of this colony; fixccpt 
that in the year 1121, .that is, a hundred years after 
its firft difcovery, bilhop Eric from Greenland is faid 
to have gone thither to convert his forlorn country-. 
men,' who were moftly ftill heathens. 'Tis probable 
thofe Indians at prefent about Newfoundland, who are 
fo very different in their fliape and manner of livinj- 
from the other Americans, may be defcended from 
them. 



. I will take this occafion to fpeak of the £xtra^ion 
of our prefent Greenlanders, who were formerly cal-, 
ed Sknellings*. I find no fatisfadiory footiteps of; 
Greenland's having been inhabited before the arrival of 
(he Norwegians. It is true, d;e, already mentioned. 
Danilh chronicle written in.verfe, fays that certain, 
Armenians' were firft driven -hither by a ftorm, ^nd 
that from hence they peopled Norway and America,,- 
and alfo that many tribes were found in Greenland,, 
who were governed by different chiefs. But this au-. 
thor wntes many things that are not juft or congruous,; 
and we muft make him allowances as a poet. Torfje- 
ufi quotes feveral of the moft ancient Iceland writers, 
fome of whom, as Siemund.Frode, Arius Potybiflior,, 

• The Greenlanders &y, that they were called Karallit by die fttmer 
Chriftiaa- inhMItanli. According to thrir nranaer ct' pronunciation. In' 
which theydiviilecDnraDiuiWthat Hood toEethEr, Slcrxlling might be tam- 
ed into tlut .word, or ■via virfa. (It his however been found, that tb* 
tfijuiinaux coo give themlelvei tiie mune Haralii.) . 

-Vol. I. S .na 
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and Snprro Sturlefeji wrote in the nth century, con- 
ftqnenriyfoon after the difcovery of the land, who fay, 
that, though thpy, found feme pieces of broken oars 
now and then on theftrand, yet they never faw any peo- 
ple neither on the call nor weft-fide, tho' they mounted 
the hills to furvey tfie land. Thorwald met with the firft 
Skr*IIing5 in his new-difcover?d Wineland, and mur- 
dered fomc of them. Now it is fuppofed, that this IViheJ 
land was no other than the prefent Newfoundland, or 
perhaps Canada. 

In the .14th century, they malce their appearance all at 
once in Greenland on the wcft-fide, where they are re- 
ported to have killed 18 Norwegians, and to have car- 
ried away two boys prifoners. The above-mentioned 
Greenland juftitiarylvar Beer was fent thither by the 
bifhop to drive away the Skrxllings, but he found at 
his landing no men, either chriftians or heathens^ but 
many oxen and Iheep } he Haughtered as many of thefe 
as his Ihip could contain, and then turned back again. 
■Torficus makes the date of this to be in 1349. Since 
then nothing is written more of the Skra^lings, and 
the accounts of Greenland alfo draw to a period foon 
after. 

Pejrtre produces tfee fentiments of the learned U^ar- 
riiiui about it, viz. that the Skrellings wei'e firft fecn 
(in the North-bank of Kindil's-Inlet, which was the 
]aft bay northward that the Norwegians occupied on the 
weft-lide. Some ralh and ^enturefome Norwegians 
went over to them, and acording to cultom infultcd the 
contemptible Skrsellings* j but Aey were obliged to pay 
for their temerity with tteir lives. Further, that when 
' thele favages faw Ivar Beer's Ihips, thtr concealed 
themfclves iii clefts and between the hills, and that 
was the reafon of their finding no people, but many 
cattle. 

Therefore the moft probable fuppoiition is, that the 
prefent favages firft came to Greenland in the 14^1 
century, and that their route was not from the eaft out 
of Europe, but from the weft, out of North- America. ^ 
If they came from Europe, we muft fuppofe - thejr 
* TbitCMileancehuiDeiu'co wirli thctnditioaof thcGneiitindertfe- 

rs:t 
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csDK cither by Nova-ZcmbU and Spitzberg*, in fome 
fuch way as the ilory relates of Hallur Geit, who per- 
formed a journey from Greenland to Norway on foot 
with a goat, which kept him alive with its milk, 
from which he got the fumame Geit ; (but lince the 
difcoverieE iii the Ice-fca, by which weknowthat thefe 
countries are npt contiguous either withRulfix or Green- 
land, this muft be given up entirely:) Or fecondly, 
they muft have croffed that wide ocean through fo much 
ice in their little boats ; which is fcarce poflible. Or 
riiirdly, they muft have gone thither over the ice, as 
Arngrim relates of a certain woman called Helgo, who 
was carried from Norway to Greenland on a great flake 
of ice. But methinks this founds abfurd too. Indeed the 
way through the Ice-fea feems to be the neareft, but 
*it has fo many difficulties, that 'tis hard to conceive it 
probable. 

From the accounts I have fecn of the nonhern nati- 
ons, I do not perceive fo much refemblance or probable 
aflinity to our Grccnlanders either in the Laplanders, 
Samojedes or Oftiaks, that live north and north-weft on 
the coafts of the Mori glacially as I do in the Kali- 
mucks +, Jakutes, Tungufes and Kamfliadals, who in- 
habit the north-eaft regions of Great Tartary bbtween 
the Ice-fea and Mungalia. This is the route our 
Greenlanders muft have taken .; they came lirft into 
Tartary after the great difpcrfton of the nations, and 
were driven on further and further by imperious or at 
leaft more potent nations that followed them, till aC 

* Ynclia! Uf. Tarfatimi, p. {15. 

+ More properljr Kttinaci, » thejr cill tfaamlelTci ; whicli wmd U codl^ 
pounded of Ktllm fettle, and Umai, ■tribe. Kow the Grcenluiden call 

Ibeii original patriarch KaUak, and umiak Ugailici a great or vonKn't-bp*^ 
which carries the whole family at once. Srrab!nJiirv,'uihsi D^u-ifliai tf 
lit Nsrtb and Eafi Para of Afia, fays in fevenil places, on the credit of 
the Tartarian writer AbulgaG Chan, that Og, 01 Ogiu Chan, who reigiwd 
in Tartar/ long befon the biith of Chrift, made an ionuil into the foathero 
Afialic countries, and is fome of bii tribes Kaid behind, becaule they could 
DM follow him on account of a deep fnow, they were called in reptoach 
KaB-aia, sod alio Karlii. Now thii KarlijE, in its plural Karali(, a the 
Tery name the Crienlanden give themfelve!. I hive alfo obferveJ fjch »' 
great fimilitode between them andthefCalmuci in their Datore and manaeis. 
and likewife in fevanl furaamet whidi the Oreenlanden hare preferKd 
wilhoutknowing their meaning, that I a]^rehead they bau a gjeatn affioitf- 
to them ihu t» my olherAliaiicknaiioa. 
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laft they were hunted up to the remoteft corner of Tar- 
tary near Kamfhatka. And when ,they could ftay no 
longer here neither in peace, they were obliged to be- 
take themfelves to America. It is not my intention 
hereby to aflert, that America was primarily or pro-, 
perly peopled by, them. There are more ways how 
this great quarter of the globe could be Hocked with in- 
habitants long before. Moft of the Americans are fove- 
i*y unlike our Greenlanders, that I cannot con- 
ceive them to be of the fame defcent. I onljt 
fay, that they came into the moft northern ter- 
ritories of America. And with refpeft to the nations 
oi North-America in particular, other authors belides 
have traced a great affinity betwixt them and the in- 
habitants of Siberia, in their way of living, their food, 
their drefs, in almoft ail their manners, and even in 
tlieir religion ; ana hence they have concluded, that 
tbcfe. Americans bjanched out from them. If the vaft 
ocean between Afia and America deters any one from 
giving this opinion a hearing, let him only examine the^ 
cliarts that are drawn according to the lateft difcoveries, 
of Profeflbr deTI/Je di la Croyere, and read in Bujh- 
ing'i Geografhy^ how the Ruffian captains Beering, 
£pangenberg and Tfchirikow (with Hie laft of whom 
Pe rifle failed,) met in their voyages on this fea be- 
tween the years 1725 and 1740, not only with many 
iflands, and people inhabiting them, that.had the fame 
drcfs, ' leather boats, and way of living, as our Green- 
landers-;, but they alfo found that America approached 
fo near towards Kamfchacka, that about the 66th deg. 
one might fuppofe, if not a jundlion between Afia and 
America, yCt'at moft but a very narrow Strait *. 

. • Profeffor^air-lrtatsof dus more amply in h'ls collcAion of Kufllut . 
, touifatHom, Vot. III. p. 214. The Datives of the Ami^caD coafla cwne 
abcwd in linle canO», Oafti like the kajalcs of the GTcenUnders. T hey 
indeed did not underlland the language of the Tfrhuktfchi, whom theRnf- 
fiins had taken witli them FrDin Kamfchatka as inrerpieten, but howevei^ 
on account of their fiie and Aape, looked upon them ai ' the faijie foit of 
people with ihemfelvKs. Tbefe Tfchuktbhi have indeed no little cancel, 
bot jet their large boat!, which they call Baid*i>, , carrying from' jo 1040 
Dien, are fprtad with ribi of wood or bones of whales, and Covered oier 
wjtfa {aH-iiiai. See Suahlesbe^'s Defcripdoa, p. 437. 

Even 
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Even before thefe difcoveries were made, geogra- 
phers had prefumed Aich a contiguity or proxiiiiit^, 
becaufe they could not otherwi'fe account for it, how 
the various fpecies of animals could be propagate*] 
from Afia to America. The fame confideration made 
the Icelanders believe, that there muft be a contaft 
between Greenland and Lapland. Cbarkvoix tells you, 
inhis'diffeitationof tl)e origin of the Americans, that 
the jefuit Grellon, on his Chineilb miffion, met in Tar- 
tary with a woman, .whom he had baptized in a'for- 
mer miffion in Canada in the vicinity oftheHuroij^ 
lake. She was taken prifoner in war, and was parr 
ried from one people to another till flie came to Xar- 
tary. Another jefuit is faid to have found a Spanifl^ 
woman from Florida in China, who had been car- 
ried away prifoner fay the Indians, and travelled 
through fome very cold countries tiH (he came at laft to 
Tartary, and was there married to a Tartar foldicr *. 
Our favages, therefore, ftiunning theviolcnce and in- 
juries of their purfuers, retired acroft this ftrait, or 
from ifland to iHand, to America, where they could 
Jpread riieoifelves unmolefted in the then uninhabited 
countries, at firft round the fouth-eaft part"^ of Hudfon's 
liay; or through Canada, as far as the north' fea. 
And here they were firft found by theNorwfgians.in 
tfieif Wineland In the nth century. But afterwards 
iwhen thcff regiojis were alfo taken poUcffion of hy 
Other tribes of Indiafiii from Florida, more numerous, 
potept and warlilce than they, they were .ojice' more 
obhged to recede northwards as far as the 60th deg. 
Here Ellis found the EJkimau:f ^ in his voyage to Hud- 
fon's bay. who h^ thp fame afpefj, dtefs, boats, hunt- 
ing and hjDiing implements, habitations, manners and . 
ufages, ?s our Greenlanders. Had he underftppd o^ 
wrote down more of their language, than the fmgle 
wordVK*/o, which fignifies both with them and ouf 
Greenlanders, 3 reindeer ; we Ihould prob'aJ)ly have 
found that they fpoke th.e fame. tongue. But I lurthn 

• Jamal i" vn y^ngc, &c. p. 45. 
' •)■ Cbarlcvmi dcrim [fail their riitne from ibE Indian tmril EiUm/intfit. 
which in the language of the Abeiuquii G|nilica tm'u^ niw> »M it Is cei> 
ttin tbcy do e^ law filb, 

• S3 reooUeftj 
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rccollcft, that a certain mariner, who had been kveral 
times in Greenland, and had wrote down a number of 
words, failed from London to Terra Labrador in the 
year 1 752, and he and the Indians thf re could mutually 
maVe themfelves underflood ; he found them very much 
like the Greenlanders, only, a little more rude and 
wild *. 

The clerfcofthe ihip Cali/amia fays, + thatthefe 
Efquimaux are often purfued and hunted by the othor 
Indians,. that live about the fouth and weft flwres of 
Hudfon's bay rouod the faiiiories, and are quite a dif- 
ferent generation. Thefe fall upon them, take them 
prifoners, or murder them, becaufe the poor Efquiiqaux 
muft bear the blame if the others are unfortunate in 
hunting or fiHiing. For this reafon thefe fugitives have 
retreated fo far northwards, till pfobably in the 14th 
^century they either crolTed Davis's Straits in their 
boats, from Cape Walfingham in the 66th deg. to the 
South-bay in Greenland, which can fcarce be 60 leagues 
wide ; or elfe they went higher up by Baffin's bay, 
(where, according to the report of the Greenlanders, 
there are ftones fet up with arms like our guide-pofts, 
)iere and there 'on the fca-coad) and fo came down 
on the parts where the Norwegian^ formerly had their 

* since I wrote the 'ion, this affaii bu been fuUf citired up and icr 
elded! FoTone ofour bmbren, who anderftandl the Gieealand Uaguige, 
. BUdea Voya|e to X^rnbr in I7C4, with the confcntuid fHrtheniueaf 
Itigi FaMfir,,}Lf^ fovemot of NewfoBndlind, lodoa Scpmnber the 4th, 
iiiec with about loo fari^es. The lirft that be fpoke to, fcehiTed in iha 
fcepnnin; very wild and &y ; bat when fhe Indian faw him did id hb 
fFwn dreft, >uid heard him (peak hi* own language, he callid oat to lli« 
clhen with fliouta of joy 1 " Our friend is conte." They condufted him 
further up to their familiea, and though other SuropCiini think they liik 
their lives fo be alone wiih them, yet they fliewed him all imaginable 
^endUiip, acd n^oiced when he gave them hopei of Tliiting than njaia 
jiCTt year [which he accordingly did, in company of the Rer. Mr. Drm^ 
tbart, whoiinill better -vetted in the langiage.l It was found, that the 
CKtXnce bdween Ihdr language aod tbit ef the Gteenlanden, was not 
BCtCn ^W between the . tialeAa of the northern and foutbcm Oreenlan- 
Jen, which do not dJHiir lb much m the High and Low Dutch. They, 
like the Crecnlandm, call themfelvcB £iiiinV or Sare/ir, and iheEuiopeans 
K«Uiii«(. Thai ftaturc, feaCoret, w«y of living asd nianiKTS, dnft, tent^ 
iaita and boali, are alio the fame, only fomewhat more coatfe an^ (ude, 
Ibr want of proper tools to make the lail. 

t See hit Jcauat ^4 Vcji^fu titt Diftavoj ^a iltrth-itfi ^ifftft 

ToL U. p. 43. ice 
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itabitations, flrit 00 tte weftrftdcy snitthenby degree* 
round to the eaft. 

5 9- 
But here'it might be queried^ howlhould tJiefedaf- 
tardly Sltratllings, that eveiy where fly before the feebleft 
foe, that rather fcullt into the inclemeat and barren 
regions of the north, than, come to blows with the 
pther Indians, who are aa badly armed as themfelve^ 
tuid finally th» are timid to this day, and ilrangers 
to all methods of defence j how, I fayj ihould they bs 
capable of oirermatcliing the r^iant Norwegians, thoft 
fons of conquerors, in their well>peopIed colonies, and 
barricaded by craggy rocks ; and of extitpating them 
(b totally, that we have not hitherto been able to tracs 
luiy footfteps of them i Nor do I affirm this, but re- 
gard it as a groundlefs notion. ' The ancients record 
jio other circumftances of war, but the llaughter <^ 
eighteen Norwegians on the weft-fide. The plague, 
fnth other fatalities combined with it, leems to have 
been the . principal depopulator of ^ele numerous co-' 
)i>nies}'and the fav^es afterward could more cafil^ 
piake an utter end of them. This pefttlence, whlc^ 
was called, the ilaei or fable ^atb, ra^ about tho 
year 1350, and fprcad itfelf over all Europe with fudi 
fury, that not only moft of the people and the very cat-^ 
tie Sedaw^Y* but. even the roots of the trees, tha 
pluits and herbage fdt its ravage, and moftly withered 
^way I £0 that whole territories lay waftc and void. 
This contagion prevailed moft in the northern diftri^i 
It may well be fuppofed, ^at Greenland too muft have 
been infe<3ed, d{rough Its frequent commercial inter-r 
poarfe with Norway- By and by mariners fail, and 
Greenland qo more affords its wodted ftores for tbeiq 
to fetch away, becaufe the cattle alfo feel the mortal 
ftroke. Thus its former briOc navigation dlminiAas ; 
fhe favages in the mean while widen their borders, and 
file few enfeebled Norwegians are driven by fear froo^ 
tfje weft to the eaft-fide; and the. mora they decrcafe, 
(he nearer they draw together. This made Ivar Beet 
(Aok his IvUtMa of GrceniaQ4 Wtth fliefe words; 

54 "An 
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** All the weft-iide is now occu^ed by the Slcnel- 
« lings." - 

After the plague, fome merchants fcnt their vcflcis 
again to Greenland. But queen Margaret begun a Jaw- 
luit with them In 13B9, for trading thithe^ without her 
grant, becaule thefe countries and Ice]|U)a, Faroe and 
Finmarlc, belonged to the royal domains*. Neither 
flie herfelf nor her fuccefforB rcHided anymore in Nor- 
iray, and they had fo much woricand difturbance on 
account of the union of the three horthefn kingiloms 
at Calmar, that they had no time to think of the for- 
falun Greenlanders. At the fame cime- many veflela 
were caft away by ftorms, and that difcouraged the 
merchants more ftill, fo that in.lhort the navigation 
thither was entirely negle^d f . Thus: the deferted 
Norwegians might be eafily hemmed in, famiflied and 
killed by the favtiges %, or be compelled to the dif' 
agree^e alternative ofcafting themfe]v«5. into their 
arms, incorporating with them, and conforming to 
their manner of life. At laft the. legenc^ thought of 
tbem:agiun, and liint'them biihp{v Andrew in the year 
1406. But our agecan procure no cbrtaih inecltigence 
eitherof his arrival, or of. the Norwegians fince that 
time, and their &ial fate ; whetheri.th^ all' died of thtf 
pdlUehce, or were murdered by the - favage Skrsel- 
Kngs, or whether fofne of them are ftilt enlfting, whet 
have, receded back into the inlets between the moun- 
tains} "which laft. is the opinion.of.many. '■ 
. It is certain fomtr tracts t>f them were -perceived 
long after this. About the year 15^30 :bi(bop Amund 
of Skalholt in Iceland is faid to have been driven by « 
ftorm, in his return from Norway^ io ivcar the coafV 
©f Greenland by Herjolfs Nefs, that^hi! could fee the 
people driving in their cattle. £ut-he did -not land, ■ 

• Pontuiuiap, Totfteum, p. 14. 

■f- LyfcindcT if. Torfcum, p. ij. I 

j TtMR is a dilhifl'in Ball's liiFcr called Pifiildirtiilc, . i. t, » plan 
wliere people flioot »rrowi, or a field of Ijatll*. It' is believed thai the 
SkrzUings had an tncomiur there with ^he Norm|iinK> >0n the odter 
£dt Ac walei, which on be fenjed over in half ui,bofiT, fI>«' "c Attt ' 
fcmeniiDi, arid the Grcenlinden fay, thatthejitfce dctives ilsttame fron 
teopl^'l hanng; fbot one at aaotbcr wilh wrowl'^elti'dK op^ollte Cdd. 

becaul^ 
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becaufe juft then a good wind arofe, which carried the 
ihip the fame night to Iceland. The Icelander Birem 
von Skardfa, who relates this, 9^(0 fays further, that 
a Hamburgh mariner, Jon Grcenlander by name, -was 
driven three times on the Greenland iflands, where he 
faw fuch filher's hutts for drying fifli as they have in 
Iceland, but faw no men; further, that pieces of 
fhattered bbats, nay in the year 1625 an entire boat 
faftened together with finews and wooden pegs, and 
pitched with feal's blubber, have been driven afliore at 
Iceland from time to time ; and finoethen they found 
once an oar with a fentence written in Runic letters ; 
Oft var tk. dafoy dur ek dm /hii ; that is, " Oft wa> 
-" I tired, when I drew thee." A German Autfior, 
Dithmar Blefken, tells us, that in the year 1^46, 
being in Iceland, he fpoke with a Dominican monk, 
who came but the year before from St, Thomas'a 
-cleyftcf in^Greonlflndi he went in company with his 
bifbop from Greenland to Norway and afterwards fet- 
tled in Iceland ; and this monk; gave him a defcription 
of St. Thomas's cloyfter. It is confefled, that the 
flory is told a little incoherently, and its truth is much . 
doubted-, but yet I find a fort of voucher for it in 
■Cajir Longinus's Extrail ofaltjournie: and Voyages*. 
'There, it is fatd, that' an English failor, Jacob (or 
James) Hall, in the fervice of Denmark, -made feve- 
ral voyages to Iceland and Greenland, and wrote a 
^defcription of the wild Greenlanders the moft parti- 
cular, ample and conformable to truth, of all that had 
-tvritten; this man affirms that he alfo had fpolcen 
with the aforefaid monk in Iceland in the pretence of 
the governor, and had enquired of him about the ftate 
of Greenland. He told him likewife feveral things 
about St. Thomas's cloyfter, particularly " that 
"" thare was a fountain of hot water conveyed by pipes 
*' into ail their apartments, fo that not only their 
»' fitting- rooms, but alfo their flecping-chambers were 
" warmed by it, and that in this fame water meat might 
** be boiled as foon as in a pot over the fire. The 
4< walls of the cloyAer were ali madeofpumke-flone, 

• PirtlL J, 147. 
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066 HISTORY'OF GREENLAND. B. IV, 
" and if they poured this hot water upon the flones, 
." they would become cUmmT anii vifcid, and lb they 
*' ufed thctn Jnftead of lime." 

. The Danifli Chronicle oi Greenland alfo makes 
mention of this cloyflet-, and fpealcs belides of a gar« 
den, through which a rivulet of this hot fountain 
flowed, and made the foil fo fruitful, that it produced 
the moft bexutiful flowers and fruits. But the moft 
ancient Iceland- accounts mention not one word of this 
cloyfter, nor of the city Albe in Greenland. The 
monk told Jacob Hall a good deal about the favages, 
whom be called pygmies ; but thefe relations nejthsr 
harmonize with the prefent afpeft of things, nor witli 
Jacob Hall's own account of Greenland *. For my 
j)a«, I prefent you with what people have faid of the 
eatl-fide of Greenland fo as I have it, but can affirm 
nothing. As to what has been done from time to time 
for the freJh dilcovery of this place, I IhaU come to tt 
prefently. 

$ 10, 

In the mean time I will relate fometbing of Its pre- 
fcnt ftate, fo far as we could learn from fame Greeif- 
landers that came to vifit fome of their relations ia 
Newherrnhuth in the fummer, 1752. The journal 
contains the following account, 

*' One of thefe ftrangers, called Kojake, who, aftep 
'* becomes to Onartok or the warm fountain, batti 
** five days journey further to his own home, and con.- 
*' fequently lives 60 leagues up theeafl-fide; thismai) 
** gave us the following relation* that heilodgedtwo 
*' men. laft winter, who faid, that they and a third 
*' had made a three years excurfion on the caft-fide 
" in their womens-boats. He couid not tell us th« 
^' native place nor habitation of thefe Grangers, only 
f that it was very far diftant from him north exft-r 
f< ward. According to their account, they tarried tk« 
*« firfl winter by the way, the fecondyear they pro- 
'• cccded fo far as the ice would permit them, an4 
^' the third they camp back agaiifi Thfy 1)44 be«* 

• I^nginua, !. e. p. (37, 
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" fo high on the eaft-fide, that the fun did not quite 
'* fet in fummer, bttt illuminated the mountains wi^ 
*' its rays even at midnight, which agrees with the 
'*' 66th deg. By the way they were obliged at times 
^' to lay their tent and boat upon a fledge, and draw 
•* ic acrofs the ice by dogs. They always kept under 
" the land, and never put off far to fea, becaufe a 
" great deal of ice lies there, though - there was ice 
" enough ^Ifo under the land, but it is iboncr diflblvcti 
" by the fun there, and carried away by the current, 
*' than off at fea. They defcribed the -people oh the 
*• eaft-fide as bigger than tJiofe on the weft ; they had 
** black hair, great beards, but looked brown likethe- 
'* reft of the Greenlanders. Their dialed was moftly 
" die fame as their's, only they had a finging tone. 
** They had feen no trees nor grafs, neither reindeer noT 
** hares, becaufe they did not touch on the main land; 
*' but ftayed upon the ffiands. On the other hand they 
" had feen many feals* efpeciaUy the fpotted and hoodetl 
*' fpecics, alfo many whales, red-fifti, foles, eider- 
** fowls, partridges, bears and foxes. In thefe coniifts 
" d»e food of the inhabitants, whom they charafteized 
*' as numerous, and friendly in their converfation'. ' 
** They faw a fine inlet, but did not enter it for feat 
*' of the Cannibals or Man-eaten, which are faid to 
" live in that place. All Greenlanders have a dread of 
** tbem from former times. According to the opinion of 
, *^ this traveller, they did eat men at firft out of neceffity, 
*' bfcaufe once in a great famine in winter they had 
** nothing elfe j and as they reljfhed it, they had now 
'* inured themfelves t» the unnatural cuftom of making 
*' tnikkiak of their dead, that is, to lay them by in A 
*' pit with other meat, and fo to eat their ilefli raw, 
*' half-rotten and frozen. They do not like to flaugh- 
f * ter middle-aged pec^le even in a time of dearth, but 
*' only old people and forfaken orphans; and tl)cy 
*< will preferably fpare their dogs at fuch a time be- 
*' caufe of their ufefulnefs, and flay fome utmeceflar^ 
'* perfon in theJr ftead. They build their houfcs of 
" ftone like our Greenlanders, and lay wooden raf- 
" terj on the walls. But wood is there very fcarce. 
1* They alfo wear the fune fort of cloatbs is the othera, 
** but 
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*' but very coarfely ftitched together, bccaufe all iron» 
.** efpecially needles, is very rare j therefore there is 
** great joy if they happen to find a nail in the wood 
** that tiie fea drives upon their fhores. They had 
** never ften a fliip, and had no boats with fails themr 
•" fclvcs. But their women's boats, kajaks and darts, 
*• are like theothers. He knew nothing oftheirreli- 
*• gion, only that they had angekoks or conjurers thert 
.** too. He alfo defcribed the weather and winds, 
M Xhere were not fo many fogs as in Davis's Straits, 
** but the fnow fell deeper beyond comparifon, and 
'** generally with a fouth-wind. So far this account'.- 

A certain faflot- gave me the following informatioh 
«f the condition of the eafl-fide. '* In theyeari757i 
*' a South-lander wintered here at the colony, and ac- 
*' quaintcd us that he had learnt from fomc Green^ 
,** landers, who came from the eaft-fide, that there , 
'* were people living in a certain inlet between the 
** mountains, who came down every fpring itt pretty 
i' large niunbers to the fea-coaft. The GreenlanderS 
*' then fiy for fear from thefe men, as fift as they cafl, 
** in their boats to the iflands ; for they defcribe them 
** as very cruel, and mingle" fomcthing fabulous iii 
*' their reports j thcfe people cannot follow them to 
i'' the iflands for want of boats, but they flioot aftef 
*' them with arrows, which they carry in a quiver oA 
*' their backs. Then they ranfack and ruin their ha- 
*' bitations, and fo retire again to their mountains^ 
*' t^ing with them what they can make ufe of.". ' 

If this report Could be depended upon, we Riighj 
fuppofe that thcfe men, and the above-mentioned can- 
nibals dvrelling in a certain inlet on the eaft-fide, werd 
Jxtth one people, who defcended from the old Norwe- 
gians, had Ihfeltercd themfelves from the fav^es in thtf 
mountains, lived in enmity with them out of refent- ' 
tnent for. 0? deilru£tion of their ancellors, pillaged 
^em In the fpring when - fuftenance failed them, -aii^ 
were look^ upon by the favages as men-eaters,' andfa- 
^uloufly teptefented, through an excefs of fear, A- 
greeable to this^ the reader will recoiled: what was faid' - 
\fl the IIL' Book § 40. That the Greenland wcw' 
iBcn tattl^.to.itbeir cbildrea about tnountaln-fpirits,' 
" . • fome 
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fome four yards, fome fcarce a foot tall, from whom 
the Europeans had learned their arts ; and alfo about 
riie erkiglit, that live only on the Eaft-fide of the land, 
who are defcribed.by the Green landers, (fo as Profcf- 
■for Egede obferves, a certain Italian writer pourtrayi 
the Norwegians, whom 'tis prefumed he never fawj 
as being man-haters, and having a face like a dog's. 

§ ... : 

Another faflor, who gives himfelf a great deal' of 
trouble to interrogate ilrange Greenlanders ^bout the 
nature and contents of their country, and to reducfe' 
their diJlbnant arid often contradictory rumours to 
Ibme probable medium, comouinicated his thoughts tii 
me as follows : ** The Greenlanders on the weft-fide, 
"i have from four to fix days run in their boats before' 
" the fun feems to rife out of the fea, that is, till they 
^* have pafs'd Statenhook, and are come to the eaft-fidc' 
^' Then they can coaft along Ibme days further up- 
" ward, till they come to a great gulf filled almoft' 
*'- with ice, but here they, areata.lnnd, for there is' 
" fuch a rapid ftream, and fo much ice Aretchirig out' 
*' into the fea, that they dare not venture to pafa it. 
" I have many reafons for believing, that this icy giilf 
*' is the ftraits of Forbiflier, which, according to' 
" my formerly-expreffed opinion, were once navigable,* 
" but have been locked up with ice time out of mindl ' 
'.* As near as I can compute by the Greenlanders days-' 
'^ run, it mull be betwixt loo and no leagues fro ni 
" the weft-fide to this ice-gulf. According to the" 
" Dutch charts, this piece of land hath no inlets of 
'* bays marked upon it. The Greenlanders give of it 
'* the fame defcription. Therefore they find no fmalt' 
*' fifti befides fcolpings there, and for that reafon mult" 
" make the perilous voyage annually to Onarto'^c on" 
" the wcft-fide to catch angmarfet, which is their dai- ' 
" ly bread. Neither does any grafs or flirubs grow 
" there, and confequently there are no rein-deer, onlv 
" foxes *. Yet many Greenlanders live there, becaule 
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" they can catcb plenty of fcals, efpecJally the hooded 

** fert. And we bave long been acquainted with this 

** eaft-fide from Statenho^ to the Ice-gulf, becaufe 

** Greenlanders from even fo far- as that, come in 

" numbers up hither, and pals on to Dilko bay. But 

•* with refpeil to what lies beyond the ice-golf, or 

** Forbifljec's ftr^its, eadward or northward (which 

" is properly the old Ofterbygd, oncefo well inhabit- 

" ed by the Norwegians, and now the loft Greenland) 

" the Grecfilanders had never any thing to relate«f it 

** before 1752, except that fomany people lived there, 

" that a great wbalc would fcarce fuffice for a meal for 

** them, and that they were very barbarous and eat 

** human flefh. In the year 1751, two men are faid to 

" have come back from the other fide of the ice-gulf, 

*' Mid to have related a great deal of their tour*. In 

•■' the yeaCs 1756, 58, 60 and 61, fomc Grcen- 

" landers came down from the eaft-fide as kr as Sta- 

V tenhoolc to deal with the Greenlanders there. The 

*;' laft company arrived there about the end of July in 

" two large women's boats, and many kajalca, and were 

** three months in coming, and having bought what 

*', they wanted, returned again after 3 few days. Hi- 

** therto I took diole ftrangers to be of the fame people, 

" and that they only lived between the ice-gulf and 

** Statenhook 1 but I am now afliired by fome Green- 

** landers who have dealt with them, and who are at 

*? prefent (1762) making preparation to fettle this win- 

•* ter in Kangek, that they know all the natives of that 

** diftri6l perfeftly well, but that thefe new folks conic 

** from a great diflance north-eaft. Therefore, while 

•* they call themfelves fouthlanders, they didinguiOi 

** them by the name of Northlandcrs. They delcribe 

*( them as a fimple, timorous people, and very little 

•• moralized. Thus the Southlanders reafon, who are 

*< themfelves accounted by us the moft ftupid and rough 

'< Greenlanders. They are tall and large-limbed, and 

'i have black hair, but no beard j they fpcak Green- 

** landifli, only with a different pronunciation, which 

" approaches neareft to the dialeft of the Greenlanders 

j> ThtforenuuftftiracMttiatthtic rclttioa, 
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" in Diflco bay *. They are dreffed like our Greenland- 
" erSjOtilytheir modes vary. Imyfelf got a bladder-gar- 
" ment from the Grecnlander that tc^d m^ this, and 
*' which he bou^t of them, which has a longer flap 
*.' behind and before than the women wear here, 'Tit 
*' fticched with many omamems, but in a coarfe man*; 
'' net. „ They know nothing of the tdd NoTwegians« 
*' nor their habit^ti<?n3, por churches-j Yet they have 
" dogs, tho' quite diiFerent from the fpccies in Green- 
" land, and mod }ike the Iceland dogs. Nor indeed 
U can they know much.of the edifices of theNorwej 
*^ giqns, becaufe they live only upon the illands ] iott 
** the inlets of the main land are blockaded with ice, 
** and not only fo, but the ice fpreads itfclf in fucfa a 
" manner over the land down to the water, that it ai-> 
*' fords a profpeA like one field of ice. The ice liei 
*' long upon the water too ; during that time they 
*' mult make Ihift wii^ a fort of black lialibut, whofii 
" fat they burn in the lamps inAead of train. When 
" the ice drives away, they catch many ittis.- ' They 
V had no floating ice for the laft three or four ycarsy 
*' which they wonder at as much as we do, Aat we have 
** efcaped jt the laft feven years fince 1756. Durii^ 
*f that time the fca hath brought them more wood than 
** ordinary. The things that fail dicm moft, are 
"*,' iron and bone. To procure thefe, they began ten 
" years ago to undertake fuch dangerous voyaged to 
" our GrecnlanderB. They bring fox-lkins, fcal- 
*F fkins, ftrapt, and foft marble kettles. They \xf 
** their wares down, and are latisiied with what num- 
** ber you pleaje of bad tKcdlcs or old Uunt knives. 
*^ They wonder very much at linen and woollen 
** clotbes, and other kinds of foreign Merchaadtse y 
** but they exprefs no defire to have them." 

* 0)te n^t condadc fr«n tluf tdcn, dut thty uc m McendiitM 
of ibe oU Norwcgiiina, But if what I hnid bslidca ihu Kcoant, U tru^ 
that our Gccenlukden cuuioC uDdciJiaiid thdr Ipeefh when ihcj fpeik ooe 
among uMher, then we mi^t foppofc (M contmy, or «t Ictlt 
faimwh, that ^irfprisc ten ainiironef tb« aid Nanr^at with tto 
Gmnlandcn. 

.:§ 1%. 
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. Thus I have given tlie accounts of the prefent ftatti 
of the once fruitful and populous eaft-fide, as good aS 
they have been given me, and I have the lefs reafon 
to fcniple their truth, as they correfpond with iVhat our' 
^es behold on the weft-fide, I will now proceed to 
relate in a: few words^ what trouble has been taken to . 
find this lc4t country again. 

For the fpace of loo years, during the reigns of 
the four fuccefforS to queen Margaret, namely Eric of 
Pomerania, Chriftoph of Bavaria, Chriftian I. and 
^lans, very Jittle was thought of Greenland, until' 
that the difcoveryof the Weft-Indies excited a defire 
to feek after Greenland again. The Portuguefe had 
but lately worked their way round the cape of Good- 
Hope to the opulent Eaft^Indies, hadjuft beguntotake 
pofleffofi of itB treafuresj'and had obtained a grant 
bom the Pope folely to occupy all the countries they 
couli} diCcovET eailwards, to the exctufion of all other 
duritimc powers. Chri/iophtr Columbus imagined, it' 
was allowed to feek the way thither weftward in fa-' 
your of the Spaniards, who might, fiiare thfe riches of 
the Ealtindics with the Portuguefe. He feffail oil' 
this expedition An. 1492, and difcovered tbofe idands' 
that are ftill called the 'Weft-Indies,' and foon after^ 
wards the continent^ which, was' called America, -a^' 
an unmerited honour to one of his followers Ameri- 
cus Vef^uliua. The Englifli: Would not remain idle' 
IpeAators of riiefe important tranfaSions. ' Henry' 
l/II. in the year 1497 fent out Ssbaftian Cabot to feek' 
a. paflage to the Eaft-Indiei north-weft above America. 
He difcovered the whole coaft of North- America and' 
Newfoundliind, which theEnglifh took pqfleflitoi- <^ 
and planted many fine colonies, which by induftrious 
cultivation and traffic have acifuired to the crown more 
durable power and more inexhauftible opulence than 
the mines of Mexico and Peru. It is faid that Cabot 
iail^ as high as Ehe 67th'deg. and titen muft have 
been the firft that navigated the ftraits of Davis. There ' 
U arpporithat 100 years before this, viz. 1380, two 

Vcnctiait ' 
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Venetians' of note, ' called Nicholas and Antony Zeni, 
being on a voyage from the Irifli coafts, were hurried 
by a ftoriri up to the Deucaledonian (ea, and tljere 
^ifcoveredagreat ifland in th? 58rlideg. between Ice- 
rand and Greenland, inhabited by Chriftians,' and con- 
taining iQO towns and villages. It went by the name 
6f Weft-Friezland. But fince that time no intelli-^ , 
frence cOuld be had of this country, and therefore it haS 
been counted a flftion, Yet 'tig fajd Forbilhcr land-r 
ed there on his 3d vbyage, ' and found the inhabitant? -' 

in all refpcfls like the Gre,enlanders j therefore h? 
looked upon ft to be a part of Greeriland *. Some arq 
of opinipn tjiat it was funk by an earthquake, ,^nd 
that it was fitiiated in rhofe parts, where the funkm 
land of Bus is marked Jn the maps, and which the lea- 
men cautjoujly . avoid, becaufe of the ihallow groiintj 
and the turbid ehtVaves. 

The defire of dilcpvering. oew lajids was evefy where 
fouftd,' becaufe adventurers flattered theihfelves witK 
the \io^t& of jgold and filver loines in every newdifco- 
yered country. , 'There was the 'fame fanguine expeda- ^ , •■ 

tioH fj-pfn.the unknown -northern countries. As irf ' wm 

the yp'ar 147 !■ a ffrong north-wind wafted a quantity of ■ <' 

yfoai and ice to Iceland with fome' whit? bears upon it,' ' 

the Icelanders concluded that there muflr be more lanif 
above Greenland, and what, land could^ this* be, but 
^at from whenpe fome Friefland fhips were faid to have 
Brought ftore of gold^' filver aivd piecious ftonesin th^ 
leign of king Olaus ? . tho' thefe tre^fores were faid t(^ 
Be guarded by Saturn and his infernal fpirits^ or b)f 
cruel favages. Ypt no dangers: can intimidate the ad - 
■ Venturer j accordingly they ,went in feai'ch of thj!( 
Knd, but tjjp jce fprtad theif approach|-. In Green- 
land forfooth there muft be gold tooy becauie it Hands 
in their verfion of the book of Job, Chap; xxxvii. 22. 
** Gold Cometh out of the North 1" and becaufe; 
Tbeophrallus Paracelfbs had predicted more valuablfr 
gold-mines there than in the eaft. 

• RecurilJnVii}tgaaiiNiri,1.'V.f. ;4t Ba. 

t Peyrere,l.c. fi-itU 
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The firll that fcrloufl)- thought of renewing the in- 
tercourfe with Greenland, anil providing the poor a- 
bandoned Chriflians with teachers, was Eric Walken- 
doif, archbiOiop of Drontheim in the reign of Chrif- 
tian II. He read all the writings that treated of 
Greenland, enquired of all merchants and mariners 
what obfervat'ions they had made in the northern feas, 
drew the courfc they ftiould fteer thither on a fea-chart, 
hired people to trai!e and plant a colony there, and 
wrote rules for them to proceed by. But as he fell 
under his prince's difgrace, and travc^icd out of the 
country in 1521 to Rome, where he died, all his good 
fchemes were buried with him. 

Greenland was indeed thought of in the reign of 
Frederic I. but nothing was" done. Chriftian III. 
difnnnulled the prchibition of Margaret with refpefl to 
the commerce with Greenland, and permitted every 
body to go there, nay he fitted out fliips himfelf to 
fearch for the land, but they could not find it. Fre- 
deric II. fent the famous navigator Magnus Henning- 
fen thither in the year 1578. He, after iHuch danger 
from (lorms and ice, was fo far fuccefsfut as to come 
within fight of land; but he was obliged to return, 
becaufe (as he reported) the Ihip flood mil all at once, 
and could not be worfced any further, though there was 
the beft wind, and a depth of water unfathomable. He 
attributed it to a hidden magnetiCal rock, and others 
to the fi(h Remera, that held the Ihip with its teeth ; 
though we may as well fuppofe that the fear of the ice 
had n repelling power, or the magnet of' his native 
country, an attra^ive one to bring him home. 

Two years before this, Mortin Ferbifier was fent 
out by queen Elizabeth of England to find the north- 
weft pafTage to China. On this voyage he difcovcred 
Greenland, which he named mita incognita, and parti- 
cularly the ftraits which bear his name. He traded 
with the Indians, but they took away from bim a boat 
and five men. He was therefore the firft of the later 
^fcoverers that navigated this coaft. A black ftone, out 
of which much gold vrasextra^ed, whetted the appe- 
tite for proceeding moft ef all. The next year he 
failei 
3 
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failed thither again, and fought his miffing Tailors, but 
could not find them. He made repiizals by taking two 
£ivages, anfl having loaded his (hip with a good deal 
of this fame black Aone, he returned. An. 1578, the 
queen fent him once more with a little fleet ajid 100 
men, with orders to eftabliih a colony there, and 
then to proceed in the difcovery of the N. W. paflage. 
But he lod the Oiip that carried the building-materials, 
neither could he find the Forbifher-ti raits again, 
bpt ran into another ftrait, where he again took ina 
good <]uantity of a black mineral earth, and returned to 
England. There is no certain judgment to be formed 
from his reprefentation of things, whether he landed in 
Greenland, or Labrador, or by Hudfon's bay, b^caufe 
neither the latitude nor the courfe are diftint^ly 
noted. 

What he relatei concerning the country, its inhabi- 
tants, and his dealing with themj agrees exatE^ly with 
Greenland* But when it i^ fubjoined, that he met 
with very civilized natives, whofe king, called Caki- 
unge, was decked with pieces of gold and gems j it is 
plain to be feen, that either the failors conformed 
themlelves to the prevailing tafte, which regarded no 
Voyage for difcovery as worth notice, that did not men- 
tion gold and filver mountains, pompous palaces and 
courts, and efpecially a heap of prodigies or monfters ; 
or €lfc that others added to his true journal (which con- 
tains no fucb tiling) fome enlargements borrowed from 
the romances of the times. 

yobirDavii followed him upon the fame plan in the 
year 1585, and firft failed as hi^h as the 64th deg. 15 
minutes, that is, to Ball's river, where he landed and 
dealt with the natives, whom he defcribes as a peaceful 
pretty people. . Then, and in the two years follow- 
ing, he difcovered the coaflrs of America as high as 
the 70th' deg. gave the ftraits his own napie, and left 
good hopes behind him of finding a paflage there. But 
it has fmce been fought in vain by fcveral Englifii fea- 
men, even till 1747, particularly by Button, Hudfon 
and Baffin, 'who left their names to fome of the bays. 
■ T 2 S. 13. 
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i'3- 

The Danes were animated by thefc dircdveries W 
feck once more for their loft Greenland, aftd no ontf 
{pern more Upon it chad Chriftian IVth. Inthe year 
J605 lie fent thither a certain Englifli marinei' catled 
John Knight, who had a good knowledge of the 
Greenland k?3, and the Daniih admiral Godfke Lin- 
denow with three ftjips. The admiral anchored- with 
his (hip on the 'eaft- fide, but did not venture to&aa- 
ftiore, he only traded for tfrree days with th& natives, 
bartering iron-work, looking-glafles, and fuih kind 
of wares, and at laft feized two men, withiwhom he 
fet out the fourth day on Wts return. The' Englifli- 
inan failed with the other two Ihlpa to the- veft-fide 
into Davis's ftraits ; he found the inhabitants diere 
much wilder than thofe on the eaft-fiSe^ afldieht fome 
armed men aOiore, who difcovered feverai fine green' 
fpots. He made a chart of this coaft. They con- 
cluded from the fmoke that role out of the gK>uild, 
that there mu& be beds of fulphur ; chey found fome 
metallic ftones, which were faid to halve yielded 26 02. 
of filverout of a hundred weight. Finally they aifo' 
feized fbur wild men, but were obliged to kilt one of* 
them to'ftrike a terror into the reft, who were quite 
UntraAable. There was no refemblance between thefe,' 
and thofe brought from the eaft-fide, neither in their 
language, dreft nor manners. 

The king was fo encouraged by thefc new djfcove- 
ries, that he fent the admiral thither the next yearwith 
five fliips, and gave him the three Greenlanders as in-' 
terpreters. They fet fail the 8th of IVfey, ahd proceeded' 
for Davis's ftraits, where they anchored Aug. jd. Bub 
this time none of the favages would venture near 
tliem. At another place they feemed determined tode- 
fciid themftlves ; and at a third place, as tbey could 
come to no dealings with them, one of Lindcnow's 
fervants ventured ^ore in ho[)es of alluring the fa- 
vages by a[l forts of prefents. But they feized him, 
and before the others could come to his afliftance, they 
cut him to pieces with their bone-knives, and thus re- 
venged 
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venged the violence done to their people the preceding 
year. Therefore the fhips returned home again with- 
out accomplifliing their aim. 

The lamentable fate of the fix Grecnianders, that 
were brought to Denmark on the firft voyage, is thus 
related * j that notwithftandiog the ki[ide{i: treatment, 
and the beft purveyance with ilock-fi/h ajid train, 
yet they often, caft an eye northward towarjis their na- 
tive country with forrowful countenances and pitiable 
fighs, and at laA took to flight in their kajaks, but 
were forced in upon the flxores of Shoncn by a hard 
wind, and fo brought back to Copenhagen, where two 
of them died for grief. Two of the rcfidue fled once 
niore, and.only one of them was brought back again, 
who wept bitterly whenever he faw a Jittie child hang- 
ing oa its mother's, neck, from which it was conclud- 
ed that he muft have had a wife and children. But na 
one could fpeak with them, and dierefore alfo they 
could not be prepared for baptifm. The two laft lived 
ten or twelve years in Denmark, and were ufed in the 
pearl-fifhery at Coldingen, but being conftrained to 
iuch rigorous labour, and that in winier too, one of 
them died at it, and the other fled once more, and was 
not overtaken till 60 or 70 leagues from land, upon 
which he alfo died for grief. 

After this the king fent two fliips more to Green- 
land under capt. Carflren Richardfen, but they could 
not get to land for the ice, which made him defift 
from the purfuit of Greenland. But after the Danilh 
fettlement at Tranquebar on the coaft of Coromandel 
was compleated in 1618, the year following he how- 
ever fent capt. Jens Munk with two fhips to difcover 
■ the N. W, pafia^e to the Eaft-Indies between Green- 
land and America; but this voyage proved as fruitlefi 
as all the former. One cannot plainly determine whe- 
ther he landed firft on the weft-fide of Greenland, or 
whether what he mentions of Greenlanders, which in 

feneraj correfponds with ours, is properly to be un- 
erftood of the Americans in Hudfon's-bay. 

• Peyrere, /. c. p. 150. 

T 3 Yet 
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Yet ftill Greenland was not thrown afide, for in'the 
year 1636 a company of merchants in Copenhagen fent 
two fhtps into the ftraits under the patronage of the 
chancellor Chriftian Frils, and they traded with the 
natives. One of the failors found a fhining fand on 
the fliore, which looked like gold and was very heayy. 
Then they thought they had found an Ophir or Peru, 
and loaded both ftiips full. But when it came to be af- 
fayed at Copenhagen, it was nothing but fand, and 
the chancellor threw the whole lading into the fea. 
Yet when a foreign artift extrat^ed genuine gold out of 
a fand found in Norway juft like this, they repented 
of this precipitate affair, but mean while the captain 
dying with vexation, they could not find the place a- 
gain. Thefe alfo feized two Greenlandcrs and took 
them with them ; when they came out into the middle 
of the ocean, they let them come upon deck, and the 
poor creatures fprung into the fea out of love to their 
native country, and probably were drowned. On this 
voyage the flirp's company brought the teeth or horfis 
of the unicorn filh, which at that time were unknown, 
and werri valued at 1200 /■ a piece in Copenhagen, and 
, were fold in Ru!lia for a great price as the horns of the 
land-unicorn *. 

Under Frederic Illd. An. 1654, a merchant named 
Henry Miller fent a {hip to Greenland under the com- 
mand of David Nelles; He brought away three wo- 
men from the eaft-fide. Atterwards, when the firft 
miffionary arrived, he found the GrecnJanders remem- 
bered it very well. Their names were Kunclik, Ka- 
belau, and Sigokou. 

The laft inefFctSual voyage was made in the year 
J670 by capt. Otto Axelfon, by the order of Chrijlian 
V. but wc have no account of its iflue. Finally in 
1674, Mr. TormoehJen, the counfeHor for commerce 
at Bergen, fitted out a fhip, not barely to make difco- 
veries, but alfo to take pofleflion of the country, pro- 
viding it witii all neceffaries for this purpofe. But it 
was taken by the privateers, and carried to Dunkirk. 

• Tejrcrei i'. c. p. ifio. 
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At \a& Greenland was To buried in obliv!on> tbac no 
one hardly would believe that ever there, had been 
fuch aland as ,3 Greenland inhabited by Chriftian Nor- 
wegians ; and it would ftill be calle^ in queilion, if 
the relics that have been found of their churches did 
not fatisfai^orily end the difpute. 



C H A P. II. 

Historical Relation of GODHAAB, or 
GOOD-HOPE. 

§ 14- 

THUS ailiduous and adlive had the Danes bren 
during the reigns of fevcn kings, to fcarch out 
and repoflefs this loft land of their anceftors. But 
the defirable event of obtaining a firm footing in 
Greenland, though at laft only on the weft-fide, was 
referved for the reign of Frederic IVth, a prince re- 
nowned for wifdom and vivacity in all his undertak- 
ings. The perfon whom God had fclefted, and cer- 
tainly called and excited to it in a very particular man- 
iier, was Mr. Hans Egede^ a clergyman in prieft's orders, 
belonging to the congregation at Vogen in the 
north-j)art of Norway. The occafion of this, the time, 
trouble, and means this indefatigable man made ufe of to 
accomplifh his aim. In the midft of many mockeries and 
confli^s, are fo extraordinary and remarkable, that I pre- 
fumeitwillbeagreeable tothofereaders, whohave not 
at hand his own RelaUnnaf the Beginning and Frogrefs of 
the Greenland Mijfton, to have a more particular narra- 
tive of it. 

• After this pious man had been a little above a year 
in the facred fundtJon, in the year 1708 he recolledcd 
his having once read, that formerly Chriftian inhabi- 
tants had lived in Greenlahd, whom the world now 
heard no more of. Merc curlofity (as he fuppofed) 
■ prompted him to entjuire of a friend at Bergen, vrfio 
had often been on the whale-filhery, concerning the 
T 4 prefent 
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prefeiit flate of Greenland. His anfwers awakenecl 
m him a cordial fympsihy for the poor Norwegians, 
"Whom he fuppofed Co be ftill left there,' arid who, a* 
he feared, were through want of teachers fallen back 

jnto heathenifm. Hia Philanthropy made bjiin look 
upon it to be the duty of every Norwegian, to iearch out 
his forlorn country-men, and to carry the gofpel tci 
them. He thought of various methods bow this lau- 
flable defign might be accomplifhed. Such mufings 
infunfifaly gave birth to ^ defire in his own hofom, to 
be himfelf inftrumental to it. Yet at the firft this ap- 
peared, neither allowable nor pra£t|cahle, becaufe h^ 
was already engaged ill an ofSce, and had '.a wife and 
children and fome other relations to provide for. 
Therefore he ftrove to fhaice it out of his mind ; but 
this made him fo uneafy, that he knew not what Jo dq 
jvith h on the one hand ah, inward im- 

pulfe V it, and on the other hand, not 

pnly t danger of fuch an undertaking^ 

but a I fcrupulofity of hia own prefump-^ 

lion, i from it. 

At I It it would be a proper medium^ 

to make an bumble propofal for the converfion of the 
Greenlanders, by foipe other better-circumftanccd per- 
fons; grounding his pVopontion on the Scriptural pro- 
pifes of the converfion of the heatlien, on the com-. 
mand of Chrift, on the example . of ^Ke primitive 
churchj and the pious wiihes of ma(iy- learned men. 
Still his timidity objefted, tW the propofejs to fucn 
aniinportant work from fuch an infignifieant hand 
would be but little regarded, and .that it could alfo 
fcarcely te executed during tlie war with Sweden, a^^ 
the great .fcarcity of money that war ocGafioned. 
HoA'cver at laft he ventured to. fend away his memopal_ 
in the year 1710, with a letter of petition to Randulf, 
bilhop of Bergen^ -(from which place the trade wth 
Greenland was properly carried on) and anothei; rp 
biihop Krog at Dronthcim, to whofe dioctfe he be-- 
longed, entreating them'to furthcrand fypport the co(i- 
yerfion of the Greenlanders at court in the moil effica- 
■ fious manner. ' Both the bifliops anfwcrcd him in i;ii, 
commended bis Chriftian intention, promifed to do their. 
• utmoft 
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ijtmoft in ils favour, but at the fame time reprefcnted tq 
hitiii on the one fide the difficulties that attended it, a^ 
well as on the other, the advantage^ that their country-r 
ipen^^nor^ tt^an any other, might deiive from Gieea? 
land. ■" ■ " '"'"'. 

Hitherto the a^airl^adlain ap embryo in his owq 
breaff. ' But now this eprftolarycorrefpondence made 
it more public thai^ he wifbed, for if foon came to the ' 
ears ofhis friends, and they fej up. 5 vehement oppo- 
iition againd him, and alfo infligated his v/ife ami 
family to endeavour to divert him from fuch a prepoi^ 
terous enterprize, as they were pleafed to. pronouncj 
this to be. Their remonftrances and tears cffefted ftj 
much, that he really tried to dcUft from any further 
thoughts about it, .confidertng that he had done hi^ 
heft, and could not fwiin againU the ftream. But that 
word of our Saviour in the loth of Matthew: 
" Whofoever loveth father or mother, fcf<:. more than 
" me, is not i^Qrthy of me," brought his mind 
into fuch a new agitation and confliA, that he b^d np 
XS& day nor night, norco^ild any one appeafe him. In 
^e nieaij time, by God's oyer-ruling hand, a concur- 
rence of teazing troubles and fliglit perfecutionsj fo. 
difgulled his lyife, that the herfelf vfas tired of living in 
the place where they were. Then he thought : Now 
is the time toftrike whilt: the i^qn is hot, ^nd he ad- 
tponiihed her not to lp9k upon this aSair lightly ox 
Superficially, becaufe in all )ikelihood God had vilite<) 
ber with thefe affidions on purpofe,.i^caufc fhe could 
not refolve to reiiounce every thing for bib fake, 
This g_avc a turn to her mind i fhe followed his ad-i 
yice, fpread the matter before Qo^ in prayer, and go| 
an exprefs convitaion, that Ihe fl^ouJd not run coun- 
ter to, but follow her huiband in his feemingly ftrange 
call. Oh how glad was Wr. EgejJe ! Now he believed 
lie had yanquilhcd all his difHcultics, and immedifitely 
drew up_ a meniarial • addreffcd to the worthy Miffions- 
colledge, and intreated the biihops of Bergen and 
Drontheim to promote his rcqueft . v/ith the utmoft 
earneftnefs. 
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fearneftnefs. But they thought proper to. advifc him 
to patience till more pacific and favourable times. ' 
In this manner was his projeft not only poftponed 
from year to year, but alfo loaded with all kinds of 
cenfures. Therefore in the year 1715, he thought 
himfelf obliged to draw up a vindication of himfelf, 
under the title of, A Scriptural and rational Solution 
Ond Explanation with refptSt to the Obji£}ions and Im- 
pediment! raifed again/} the Defign of converting the hea- 
thenijh Gretnlandert. But ftill the world ftrore to di- 
vert him from it, not only by urging the miferles of 
that raw and frigid climate, the dangers of his Voyage 
and of his abode there, the frenzy of relinquifhing a 
certain for an uncertain livelihood, and even of 
bripging his wife and children into manifeft perils in 
an unjuftifiable manner ; but, what was worfe, they 
defamed him with having carnal motives, as if he fought 
himfelf under the fpccious pretext of fprCading the 
honour of God, and that he properly wanted to ag- 
grandize his own name, or (contradiflory as this was) 
aimed at advancing his condition in temporals, 
becaufc his benefice was not fo good as he wlflied, 
, ■ As to Mr. Egedc, thcfe tedious delays tired him 
out, 'and he had reafon to thinlc that his memorial 
was not properly enforced ; therefore he determined 
to go himfelf and profecute the affair at the proper 
(burce. Accordingly he wrote to his bifhop, that he 
intended to refign his office, but expe£^ed fome annual 
penfion from his fucceflbr, till he was provided for in 
Greenland or fomewherc eife. But as no one would 
accept of his benefice on thefe conditions, he relin- 
quifhed it notwithftanding in 1718, with the pre- 
vious knowledge of his bifliop. Yet 'when it came to 
taking leave of a congregation he loved, of many good 
friends, and his near relations, it gave him fome pain, 
and now his wife, inllead of relaxing under the melt- 
ings of nature, was obliged to animate her hulband, 
and to ftrengthen him in his good intentions. 

In the interim a report was fpread abroad, that a 
veffel belonging to Bergen had been (hipwrecked in the 
ice on the coaft of- Greenland, and the crew retreating 
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to the land, were murdered and voracioufly eaten by 
the favages. Neither was the frightful tale altoge- - 
ther groundlcfs; yet could it not reftrain him, nor 
the ftedfaft heroine his wife, from profecuting their 
journey with their four (mall children to Bergen, in 
order to work their Way from thence to a' country dif- 
credited with fuch an ill name. 

§ 16. 
At Bergen he was looked upon by every body as 1 
monfter. Mod people gazed upon him as a fanatic, 
that mufi: have had dreams and revelations to induce 
him to defert his proper call, and to wander up and 
down the world like a knight- errant. Some few 
wife and fenfible men attended to his propofals of 
bringing a trade to Greenland into execution. But 
as the Greenland trade from Bergen had been ruined 
by the engroflment of fo many other nations, nobody 
was inclined to reftore Jt again, at leaft as long as the 
war with Sweden lallcd. But Juft then all of a fud- 
den, thro* the fall of Charles Xllth king of Sweden, in 
riic year 1718, there were hopes of a fpeedy peace; 
he embraced the favourable crifis, repaired to Copen- 
hagen, and prefcnted his memorial and propofals to the 
college of miflions, and not only obtained the joyful ah- 
fwer, that the king would confider of feme means of 
accomplilhing this facred work, but his majelly alfo 
flid'him the honour of fpeaking with him himfelf, and 
attending to his propofitions. Thus he returned 
ch earful to Bergen. 

November lyth, 1719, a royal order was tranf- 
mitted to the magiftratcs of Bergen, that they fliould 
colleft the thoughts of all the commercial people that 
had becii in Davis's Straits, concerning the Green- 
land traflic, and Ihould fend in their opinion concerning 
a colony to be fettled there, and what priviledges the 
cnterprizers defired. But alas, no one had any intll- 
nation for it, and they all defcrihcd the voyage fo dan- 
gerous, and the land fo difagreeable, that good Mr. 
Egede, and his fchemes, became almoftthe mockery of 
evil tongues. But what could not be effected by the 
Sovereign's aid and mandate to the people at large^ that 

he 
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he now endeavoured to do by his own private intereft, 
and by (peaking with fome private merchants. And 
he fucceedo^ lb far, that fome were perfwaded to lay a 
capital together, and above all a principal merchant 
of Hamburg offered to join the company with a con- 
fiderable fum. But as Uiis laft prefently withdrew from 
the adventure, and as the requefted privilcdges were, 
not approved of by the king, no one would hear a 
word about Greenland any toore, and this worthy man 
was obliged to putup with derifion and flander as the 
reward of his labour. 

Thus one year more pafled ^iway. ' Meanwhile^ 
amidft all thefe difficulties, objeaions and conflifts, he 
did not let his courage drop,' nor did he intermit ad- 
dreffing his h'umble. petitions'to the king, his repre-, 
fentations to the college of millions, and his exhor- 
tations to the merchants in favour of this undertaking. 
At laft he was fo fortunate as to prevail with foips up- 
right men, who were touched to the heart with his 
indefatigable zeal, to confent to a conference, and 
there, ps and entreaties, 

that d honour of God, 

and to advantage, he at- 

tained them depofited a 

capital 60/. Immediately 

he drc ie prefcnted to the 

bifbop ^ city, and alfo to 

ieveral me addition to the 

fum; ;ther a capital of 

about , inadequate ftock; 

called' the HopCy to carry 
y there the winter. Be- 
l, one forthe whale-fifhery, 
k an account tjf the new 
e fpring, lyzi, a joyful 
liege, of mjffions, that the 
d 01 the undertaking, and 
nation to be the minifter or 
injlijonary to the heathen, 
.. befidc a prefent of 40 h 
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' Thiisthis umAreaned fervant of God at latf obtained, 
TO his great joy, what he had been lalJDurmg after 
fcir'ten years with great zeal, and amidft inumberteft 
obftacles, namely, the laborious and perilous office of 
a (niffioirary among the heathen. In all which hi 
couid have no thought of paving die way to a moti 
opulent or honourable poft, (for fuch he had already 
emoyed and reiincjuiftied) but was firmly refolvcdto 
6ffer up his life in the daufe. 

. § .7. ■ ■ 

On the 2d of May 1721 he.went^on board the 
Hope with his wife and , foiir fmall chifdff n, where he 
^as prefented to the fliip's company, confiftirig of 
forty perfons, as (he '(leail of this colony i and ftlay 

■ i2th they departed'. ■ June 4th they paffed Stdtenhook; 
but after that they had s great deaf of ftorriiy leather,- 

.andfiKh vafi quantities 6f ice, that'tlley Cotdd fee lid 
«idto'it, which had", almblt.indueed'the captain td 
return. June 24th they ^ied an opehing_ iii the ice; 
and ventured into iV,' btit fobh found that the Ict^ 
ftretched all along Afe. 'httd', ^d yieli^ nO fariiiif 
(jptirfirig. ThCn'tHcy afiayed to efcdpefliiVincloftire of 
ice and get out to fea again j but the' v^ihi ,WaS cbti-i 
trary attd ftorrtiy, and the fliip that Allowed tliefti; 
fthick agamflr th& ice- aii'd got' a leaK, w*ich' they" 
however ftopped up with pieces of tjieif clbtlies: ^6 
one could think otnerwife but that the increafing ftorm 
w6uld dafli both the Alps to pieces lA the midft of tfttf 
Ice, and the captain' admonifhed theM to" pi-epare fo:^ 
■ death. To add to their misfortune, "thec'd.WaS fuch'^ 
tJrick fog aH day till midnight, flialt tfi^j' toulU' fe^ 
ncrthing before them. ' 'And' ye* rhey' pfeVceived to 
fttfcir fuj-prize, that the (h)p gained rhire and mbti 
room, and when the fog difapptared'''aAfer' nlldfiight; 
they faw fo littld ice that they c6uU ftafiie' believ^ 
they haibeen in fuch dartger. The VdrV fame ftornll 
ifhat threatened their' defirudtioh, had' delivered theoi 
firdm the ice, whhout theii- bein^ able to fee it f(Jr th^ 
Mffk fog. ■ ' 
_; Af lilt they came happily to land Juiy*3d', at Ball's- 

_ 'river iii'the 64th deg. They prefently built them ;i 

houfe 
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houfe of ftone anil earth, iined with boards, on an 
illand near .Kangefc, which they caJled after the Ihip,. 
Haabels-Oe. i. e. Hefe-lfland. Auguft 31ft they en- 
tered it, after a tbankfgtving-fermon on the ii7th 
Pfalm. The (hip defigncd for the whale-fifliery had 
failed from Bergen before them, but was overfet near 
Statenhoolc, where there is a ftrong current and fre- 
quently ftotmy weather j however it righted again 
without lofing a foul, and was fortunately driven to 
Norway by a favourable wind, though without mafts. 

§ 18. 

At firfl: the Greenlaiiders were very friendly towards 
their new guefts, and wondered above all, that women 
and children came with them. But when the prepara- 
tions for building convinced them, that the Europeans 
did not intend onlyaOiort vifit and a little traffic^buc 
to abide there ; they left the diflridi out of fear, nei- 
ther would they harbour the Europeans when they' ' 
came to them. Yet by degrees they were influenced by 
friendly treatment and prelents, to entertain thofe that 
vifited them, though ftill they would not permit them 
to enter their houfcs, but made room for them in a 
_ little houfe by themfelves, and Rationed a watch thq* 
all tiie night through. At laft they ventured to re- 
ceive them into their own houfes, and to repay their 
vifits now and then, 

Mr. Egede made ufe of every opportunity of Teaming 
their language, and as foonas he knew the word Klna? 
i. e. '* What is this?" he alked the name of every 
thing that prefents itfelf to the fenfes, and wrote it 
down. After a while obferving, that a certain 
Greenlander called Arok, had a particular love for one 
of his people called Aaron, on account of the refem- 
blance of their names, he therefore once left this man ■ 
fecretly (with his own confent) behind him among the 
Greenlanders, that he might learn their language and 
enquire into the circumflances of the country. Whea 
Mr. Egede went away, they called after him, and gave 
him to underftand that he had forgot one of his men ^ 
but he feigned as if he neither heard nor faw any thing. 
After feme days, the Indians brought an account that 
Aaron 
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Asron was wdl, and begged that fomebody would fetch 
him, becaufe his being there was fufpicious to theth. 
But they were prevailed on by fome prefents, to' let him 
tarry the winter with them. Once when they vexed 
him and flole one thing or another from him, he fell 
to blows, and thereupon was ill-treated by them, and 
beat fo as to draw fome blood. They alfo took away 
his gun, that he might do them no harm. However 
by and by they tried to make it up again by kind 
treatment, and begged him only not to tell the minifter 
of it, th^ they might not be punifhed ; and Mr. 
Egede afled as if he knew nothing of the matter, and 
when be vifited them again, he even left another man 
with them. 

They were very much afraid of Mr. Egede, and got 
many an Angekok to conjure him and his people, 
with a view to do them mifchief, and oblige them to 
withdraw. But when their black art availed nothing, 
the Angekoks reported that the minifter was himfelf 
a great, but a good Angekok, who would do them no 
harm. The ingenuous minds among them gave the 
more credit to this, becaufe they faw how he preached 
to his own people, and how all of them treated him 
with great refpeft. He was eager to inflru£t the pocr 
heathens in divine things, but could hot eafily come to 
any coifverfation with them. Therefore he got hir 
eldeft fon to draw fdme'pidlures of Scripture-tranf- 
aflions, and held them before them; by which they; 
could not only more readily comprehend his meaning,. 
but it alfo furnlfliedhim with an opportunity, by the 
queftions theyafked, both to learn their language and- 
to acquaint them with the principles of the Chriftian- 
doftrine. Amongfttbe things fhewn them, the de^, 
fcription of the Refurredion of the dead, and of the 
Miracles of Chrift, particularly his healing the fick. 
and raifing the dead, found the moft eatrance into their 
minds. And as they regarded him as the ambafla- 
dor of fuch a mighty and beneficent God,, they defired 
him to cure their lick by blowing on them, as their 
Angekoks did. He was obliged to lay hold of this and 
other fuchtokens of their efteem and confidence, in order 
to be able to inftru£t thefe poor people, and to lead them 
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16 God as the (;aafe am! donor of every good thing. His 
doflrine alfo prefently found acccfs, as far as they 
, toM underffand him, and he therh. l"he number 
Kept increafing 6f thi the deeds of 

him who ni^d^ hea!ve Fio could per- 

form fuch won^eroui Mr. Egeds 

*entouttb take-^Vfe ie wasphear- 

fiiliy harboured arid a erp'ocl^jjy a^ 

*er fome fick persons ^ , having firit 

§ 19- 



idmoni&ed thetn to i foke tfie tru^ 

God, had priy^d tJvir. 



The trade had a. p 
The Greenhi^ders \ 
the winter left then 
fray with the Danes; 
for many years to t 
knew the cofnmoditli 
and could afford tti^r 
1722, a fleet of 'Dm 
the Danes faw with 
ran in, bought m'oi'i 
the whole win"" 

Even their n 
had imagined tl 
better than it 
fittle fifli or fid 
the country, ai 
and they could 
want began t< 
year, and man; 
people began to 
fliem thither, 
«T in the fprin| 
go all away wi 
ftdaced poor R 
(cience Would i . 

attained after fo many years la&our, and which aim- , 
cd at the CGnverfibn of a heathen nation, whereto 
there was a pretty pfofpetft. Yet he could not ftay a- 
lone 
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.hme with his wife ttid four ;fniall children, anil tec 
.them perifh. All that he could obtain ftoiti his people, 
i^astowait till fometime in June for the arrival of the 
fliip, and if it did not conw then, and they were re- 
Ibtred to go, they fhould leave him fome of their prd- 
-vifioh. He alfo perfuaded fix men to Hay with hitti on 
lUefe conditions. But when thofe fix favr, that the 
fiores they left him would fcarce fuffice fer half a year, 
they gave him to underftand, that in cafe of need they 
intended to take refuge in a Dutch fhtp, and fail home. 
Therefore he was conftrained to take the heart-cutting 
refolution, to return with the fliip that brought him 
thither. But his wife withflood this intention with 
fuch courage and conftancy, as animated his mind, and 
put his incredulity to the blufh. She would not only 
pack nothing up, hut reprimanded the reft when they 
began to deftiolifh their habitations, and told them nc^ 
to make any unneCeSary trouble, for fhe had a pofitivC 
Confidence that a Ihip was fent out and would fafely 
arrive. The people laughed at the prophetefs, but on 
theayth of June they vrere put to fhamc, and at the 
fame time rejoiced by the happy arrival of the fbip; 
-and Mr. Egede received encouraging accounts both 
from the merchants at Bergen, that they would profe-* 
cute the traffic notwithftanding its bad afpe^t, and alfo 
from the worthy College of Miffions, that it Was tilt 
king's gracious pleafurtfto fupport the milfiop to thft 
utmofl of his power ; for which purpofe he hid order- 
ed a lottery in favour of the Greenland million and . 
commerce ; and as that did not fucceed, he had laid a 
moderate contribution on all (ubje^s of both his king- 
doms of Denmark and Norway, under the name of 
the Greenland afleflment, and this produced a hand- 
ibmc fum*. 

§ 20. 

By thefe alTurances Mr. Egede was anew incited to 
tpaic no trouble or affiduity in any thing which might 
pnxnote the converfion of the heathen, or accelerate 

* HtUt^ Ostmmtflu eg Napi gei/Ulcti 'g vtrdp[t Saut, p. }5i. 

Vol. I. U the 
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the fpeedy difcovety tmi plantation o( the country. 
For this purpofe he and his two little fons toolc up 
their abode for a while amotig the Greenlanders .in the 
.winter 1722, though in the beginning the ftench and 
vermin among thofe people was^vaftJy tioublefome ; 
by which means he endeavoured to gain fome .know- 
ledge of the country, and to initiate his children in- 
to the language by their intercourfe with the Great- 
land children. 

Two deferted children were induced by prefents to 
live with him conftantly. Alfo in the winter a family 
of fix perfons begged to take up their abode with him. 
He faw direflly that thef© people only came to him far 
a livelihood, neither had he much room for them-; 
and befides he had already more vifits from the Green- 
landere than he liked, becaufe they only wanted to fee 
every thing, .and hav« fome of it given them. How- 
ever he took in this fimily, in hopes of effe^ing fonwr 
-thing on their children, and of learning the language 
But as foon as the fcverity of the winter was over, 
and they had an opportunity of getting fomething at 
fea, they removed their quarters; and the two boys 
that had engaged themfelves to live with him ponftantr 
ly, ftoie away privately one after the other, fo that his 
hopes, and the trouble and expence he had beftowed 
on them, was all invain. He had attempted to bring 
thefe young people off from a roving to a fettled way . 
of life, and to inftru<ft them in the Chriftian religion, 
.and alfo in reading and writing ; but he foon fouifd^ 
.that hemuft be obliged to give thenj leave to goto fea, 
or to vifit the favages, as ofttn as they had a mind for 
it. As to their learning, it wentbrilkly at firfl:, be- 
caufe they had a filh-hoofc or t)me fuch thing giveo 
diem for every letter they learnt. But they were fix* 
glutted with this bufinefs, and faid, they knew not 
what end it anfwered to fit all day long looking upon 
-a piece of paper, and crying a, b, c, &c. that he and 
the fe6lor were worthlefs people, hecaufe they did no- 
thing but look in a book, or fcrawl upon paper with> 
feather : but on the contrary the Greenlanders were 
brave men, they could hunt feals and doot birds, 
from 



itz-fitv Google 



Chapf. 2. RstATioN Of Good-Hope. agt 

/rom which they reaped profit and pleafurf, and Co . 
forth. He took p&ins to make the advantage of read- 
ing and writing compreftenfible to them, becaufe a per- 
fon might not only know by it thd thoughts of an ab* 
lent friend, but above all learn the will of God out 
of the Bible. But this was not To much their concern, 
.as temporal advantages j therefore when thev thought 
they had enough of the latter, they went th^ir way , 
without his knowledge. • 

.521. 

He had taken great pains from the beginning to 
fearch out the land, and therefore had fetit out his pco« 
pie feveral times to difcover the beft places for hunt- 
ing and JiOiing, the method of which they became bet- 
ter and better acquainted with ; and not only fo, but 
he himfelf took a great deal of trouble to find out a 
better place for the colony on the main-land, where 
they might cultivate the foil. He found a fine creek, 
where there was much grafs and brulhwood, a falnwn- 
brook, and a good conveniency for pafturing cattle. 
This creek or inlet was called Priefter-fiorde, and for 
fome time they dug ftones and made preparation to ef- 
tablilh the colony there. But they were obliged to de^ 
fill, becaufe the feamen found the entrance to it too 
longhand dangerous. 
• In the year 1723, he made two expeditions in the 
Amaralik-bay, to fee the rudera of the old Norwe- 
gians, and to find out a better fpot for the colony. In 
the lame view he examined all the coves in his neigh- 
bourhood, and went twice up the inlet called BaU's- 
river, to try if the Greenlanders report was true, that 
one might hnd the feals lying upon the ice, and kill 
them by hundreds as they did at Spitzberg. He faw 
them indeed lying upon the ice, but could not fur- 
prize them, In bis fecond tour in Ball's-river, he 
found in a beautiful valley a decayed quadrangular 
building of flat flone, about 6 yards long and broad, 
and ftill four yards high, with a door-place in it. He 
took this to be the tower of a church, for not far from 
It he faw a parcel of ruins 32 yards long and '24 broad, 
though only 2 foot in height : the ^uodatioii was 
U a laid 
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laid in a very different manner from the tnafonty of the 
Oreenlanders, and therefore it could be nothing elft 
■but the church. He met with*many lefler houfes of 
Earth, but the ground was all grown over with 
grafs and thickets of birch, willows, elder and juniper. 
As agreeable as the afpeft of this vatlejr was, fo -djf- 
inal was the profpcA on the land-fide, of the fright- 
ful extent of ice, ftretching as far as the eye 
could reach. * 

§ 2i. 

Tn this fame year, three ftiips were fitted out for 
Greenland, one with provifion for the colony, by 
which Mr. Egede received not only the agreeable ac- 
count which gave hopes of the furtherance of the • 
Work, but alfo Mr. Albert Tcp as his colleague. The 
fecond fhip was fitted out for the whale-filhery, and 
returned to Bergen the next year with about 120 bar- 
rels of blubber from one whale. The value of this, 
atid the whale-bone amounted to 540 /.* The third 
fliip was to have reconnoitred the Araits, but neither 
' wrived there nor returned, but was in all probability 
cail away near Statenhook, where it was feparated 
from the refl in a Aorm. It was but juft before that 
the crew of a Dutch fbip, who had favcd themfelves in 
two long-boats, came half-ftarved to the colony. 

On this occafion the miffionary received an order to' 
fend fome undaunted failors to dilcover the eaft-fide bf 
Greenland. Out of concern to fee the bufinefs faith- 
fully done, hefet out himfelf with two fti all ops on thi» 
dangerous and diftculti voyage, although the bed fiim- 
mer feafon was elapfed, in hopes of finding the ftraita 
of Forbiflier, and of cutting the way fborter to th« 
, e»ft-Iide through the fame. 

According to his defcription, they found in the 62A 
deg. where the maps have marked the Strait, an inlet 
4 fcagnes brOad } but it was fobefet with ice driven 
thither with ^e north-wind, that their eye could fee 
no end to it in the open fea. They thought of waiting 
tiiere till the ice moved mere off to fea and made aA 

* HtK I. «> p. 3St> 
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opening. But when tbe Green^anders informed them 
(as w^ as they could underftand one another) that 
this ice ,did not drive from the eaft into the rea, but 
from thefea upon the Jand, they loft all hopes of find- 
ing a paflage through. Therefore, when the wind had 
made a little opening in the ice, the^ failed through it 
in much danger, palled Cape-Comfort, and in the. 
6ift dcg. were conduced by theGreenland pilot eight 
leagues between rocks and iflands to a found, n^ete 
they expeAed to find a paflage. But it rounded out a- 
gain S. W. into the fca. Thus they fought the pat- - 
ntge in vain, till they came to the 60th deg, that is, 
near to Statenhook. The miffionary had fortitude 
enough to have failed through thefound that divides 
Cape-Farewell from the main-land, and fo to have 
fomc to the caft-fide. But as the Greenlanders re- 
prefenled to him the length of the way, the frequent 
ftormy winds, the ftrong current that fets there towards 
winter, the quantities of ice, and the cruelty of the 
inhabitants on the eaft-fide ; he was obliged to con- 
form to the defire of his boatmen, who had made no 
pi'ovifion for winter, and to think of their courfe 
back. They had been 120 leagues and upwards in 15 
days, and they were igdays In their return. 

In their voyage bothgomg and coming, the Green- 
landers pointed out many inlets, where they faid thCre 
were ftill ruins of the old Norwegians, fine grafs paf- 
tures, and fmall wood. But they had no time to in* 
fpefl all of them. Atone place called by the Green- 
landers Kakoktok, lying between the 60th and 6ift 
deg. they found the ruins of a church 50 feet long 
and 20 brosdin the clear, and the walls & feet thick, 
with two doors on the fputh, and one large one on the 
weft-fide. On the north-fide was only one window, 
and on the fouth four large ones. The walls' were in- 
genioufly made, but without images. The walls of 
the church-yard were alfo fVill flanding. There was 
one great houfe and many fmaller ones near it, Mr. 
Egede got them to clear away a heap of rubbifh 
from the church, in hopes of finding fome Norway 
antiquities. At firlt the Greenlanders would not con- 
fent to it, for ii:ar the fouls of the foreigners buri^ed 
U 3 there 
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there fhould be difturbed,, and do'thetn harm. But for 
vant of proper tools, he could come at nothing but a 
few coals, bones, and pieces of earthen urns. 

In their return, they found upon an iHand fifteen 
leagues from Goodhope, a yellow earth with vermili- 
on-coloured veins, fome of which Mr. Egede fent to 
£ergen. He was afterwards acquainted that good ufe 
could be made of it, and was ordered to fend a cargo of 
it, therefore he went to fcarch again for the place, but 
there was fuch .a muhitude of iQands, that he could 
not find it. ' . 

In the beginning of this expedition, the Greenland- 
ers would not truft the Danes, but put themfelves in a 
poAure of defence. But when they underftood from 
the Greenland pilot, that the Mini fter, or as they cal- 
led him, the great Angekok of the Kablunaks, was in 
the company, they received them with finging uid 
fhouts of joy, accompanied them from place to place, 
and heard with pleafure of the Creator of all things. 
Nay their confidence went fo far, as to condu£l the 
Miflionary once to a grave, befeeching him to raife 
the dead, becaufe they had heard fo much of the won- 
derfuf works of the Son of God, and the future refur-_ 
xeflion. They alfs believed that his invocation and 
prayer would heal the Tick, and once they brought a 
Elind man to him, to whom he fhould relfore fight by 
touching his eyes. - After a previous^fpeech and admo- 
aition to him, that he ihouM believe on the Son of 
God, he iiideed fubbed his eyes with French brandy, 
and went away. Thirteen years after, the fame man 
came to the colony, and thanked him that he had o- , 
pened his eyes upon beliecing his words. 

§ 23. 
Not long after this voyage for difcovery, he went in 
November to PJffubik 1 4 leagues north of the colony^ 
to fee if they could catcti whales there, but he found 
none but fin-fifh, which arc dangerous to meddle with, 
> and have but little blubber. But as he underftood by 
the Greenianders here, th^t 100 leagues north of the 
colony "the right whales v^rc to be caught in Febru- 
ary and ftijarch, lie himfelf undertook a voyage; 
■ , ■■ thithet 
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thither in Feb. 1724, with two (hallops, though moil 
were of the opinion that it would not be poffible to 
reach the place in fuch an early cold-feafon. They 
toiled through the ice till they arrived to the 65th deg, 
56 minutes, and were only about 26 leagues from Nepi- 
fene their intended place. But after they had waited 
feveral days there in vain, expeifling that the wind 
would fcatter the ice, they were forced to turn baclc a- 
gain, and thanked God- that they came home unhurt, 
after a month's exceffive labour and cold. In their re- 
turn there was one found, which they could not pals 
through between the land and the iflands on account of 
the ice, but wer^ obliged to take a circuit round the 
iflands, and venture out into the open fea, where, 
there was alfo fo much ice that they could not fee the 
end of it. The Greenlanders laid the danger of fail- 
ing ■ through this ice before them, but neceffity obliged 
them (o venture ; and therefore, as their pilot kept 
back oul; of fear, they took him into the fhallop by 
force, and with much labour happily worked their 
way through. So much they had however learnt, that 
there are many whales at Nepifene in February and 
Murch, which go further north to Difko in April, 
^d then wellward to the American cballs. 
, Two fljips came from Norway this year. One of 
then} was to have traded along the coaft as high a^n. 
Difko, but could only land at two places, and even 
there got but little, becaufe the Dutch had already 
bought up the beft of the goods. The other w^ to 
explore the American coafts between the 66th and 
67th deg. where the ftraits are narroweft, and from 
thence they were to bring wood with them to Green- 
land to ere£t a new colony. But they returned in Ju- 
ly again, and had not been able to land becaufe of the 
ice. As they came^ back, they furveyed the place at 
Nepifene, and foon after the veffel failed thither again, 
and took the MilTionary Top, 20 other perfons, a 
Greenland boy, and fome materials with them, and 
thus they began the fecond colony. Befides thefc 
-two Ihips, the company, by the king's command, 
tfat another to /earch out the eaft-fide of Greenland 
U 4 - . oppofite 
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oppofite Iceland. But the' ice and ftorms obliged it to ' 
return again' without effetSHng any thing. 

This year the faflor got his people to fpringaroClc 
in Atnaralilc-bay; in hopes of 'finding fomc metallic ' 
ore, but he got nothing but britnftone-pebblcs. There 
and inPricfter-fiordc, in Ma/j the Minifler caufed fire 
to be fet to the old grafs, in order to thaw the frozen 
earth, and then fowed fome corn for a trial. ■ It grew 
veiy yre]\ till it was in car, bit in September riiey were 
oblin»t to cut it down unripe, on account of the too 
harf night-frofls. 

By allthis we fee how bulily Mr. Egede'was occu- 
pied in managing for the good of the colony, whofe 
dire£tion he had accepted from the company. Tins was 
the rcafon, as he writes, that he was conftrained to 
intermeddle in al^irs that might elfe have been taken 
ill of him as a divinti. This was alfb thereafonof 
his undertaking (6 Qiany difficult voyages with danger 
of his life, to (hew every one by hit own example 
how he Ibould aft, and to infpoft with his own eyes 
where and how the company's interefl: might be pto- 
motedi becavfehcwas fully fenlible that the fptritu^ 
concern, viz. the co^veriion of the Greenlanders, 
yrhich he had fo mu(* at heart, could not be attam- 
. ed, but on fuppofition at the fame time of feme fiiffi- 
cient temporal actjuifition. 

§ 14. 

With refpcfl to the miffion, having now a colleague, 
he begun this year in good eamcft to inftruft the 
Greenbnders. He had tranJlated, as well as he could 
in this intricate language, fome (hort (]ueftions and aii- 
fwers concerning the Creation, the Fall, Redempti- 
on, Refurrefljon of the body, and the Judgment-day, 
and alfo fome prayers and hymns ; thefe he and his col- 
Jeague read to them, till by hearing feveral times they 
could make the anfwers, and alfo take-in more infor- 
mation concerning them. At firft they heard them 
willingly, but when it recurred too often, they were 
difinclined, efpecially if they wanted to go to fea, or 
had fome diverfion going on, and were obliged to pofl- 
poac 
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pone-it till the reading iik! fipgprig w^ over. 3°*" ^' 
bove all, if an angekok was there, and would praiSife 
his incantations, no devodoh was t}ien to he uio^gtic' 
of; and if the miffienaries would ftill Tcad on^'^^ 
were only mocked and Tidiculed bybKrlefque niiAiWy^ 
nay were reproached for lying; hccaufc, tiic angStoks* 
who had been in heaven, had fcen no.traces of Ood'* 
Son there, nor had they fotnjd the ftrmaniei)t fo outoE 
repair- as to be in ganger ofadHfolution, as the GtcftJr 
lander^ conftriied thedoftrine'of the end of the worM.' 
Therefore the t>anc^ attempted toiuXume an authority^ 
drove the angekok away, and ftationed f^Iors arhotia; 
the natives to keep' them in order; and when cvinl 
' thjs ^ad not a proper effeftj they threatened to tn^gf 
over Armed men ^unong ^em, whofliould ptuiifh their 
angekoks widi de^th as impoflors and feducers, ah<C 
{bould reduce them all to good order. 

Thus, after much trouble and many cxpoftulations, 
both of a friendly and a rough nature, they efiefled fo 
much at laft, that they heard their reading with pati- 
ence, at leaft did. no more treat H with mockery andf 
infolence, iror beat their drum during the flnging. 
And if the teachers now went to one of their great 
afTcmblics ofmerriment, in order to inftruAtbemi thef 
did not aU difpcrie direShy, provided diey were not 
altogether flopped in their mnth; but th^ hearkened 
a while, nay fome at laft teftified, that now they be- 
lieved all they heard about God, becaufe when they 
had Invoked him for Teals, they had keen fuccefsful in 
catching them. Further, if tney were in diftref^, or 
had any fick, th«^ fent for Mr. Egcde, and begged him 
to pray twer the fick, that they might be healed. Once 
even an Angekok applied to him for this. He reproved, 
the man for his impoftures, and afTurcd him his child 
would die (for it was in its laft agonies) ; but if ha 
Would call upon God with him, at^ let the child be 
baptized, it might ftill go to heaven. The man gave 
hi^ aflfent to all he (iud, and eameftty begged him to' 
baptize the child, which he accordinny did, after call- 
ing upon the name of God. The chud yielded up its 
fpirit diroftiy after, and when dta family according to 
cuftoQi had bowlci) a whilc^ Mr. Egeile wiu urged to 
K carry 
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id, becaulc no one elfe vns. 
ler. Nayafter Jhc intermeiic 
itsd to be baptized alio j but 
ig them that they as adults 
God. 

lifetie,- aman complaiqed to 
id propheiled he mould die 
the mifltonary had convinced, 
ivinations were ail delufions> 
' giad, and heard with great 
d him of God and the true 
newhat drawn out with chalk 
It not forget it, hut inflxu^ ' 

[ to hear that the foul did 
at it would receive its body 
without being fubje6t any 
friends and relations would 
Qicet again. They were very ^ ufiqus to hear all that 
h^.told^them of fpiritual things, which gave him good 
hopes. But when a fubje£t had been related to them 
fcveVal tintes over, and they could not tal^e it in with 
tjieir grofs and Carnal minds, they grew tired, and 
wanted to fiearfoniethingeife that was new, for they 
imagined they believed already all tl)at he had told them. 
^hey were often difpleafed and petulant when the 
weather w^s bad, and attributed it to the reading and 
praying, becanfe they fuppofed the air .was irritated by 
this; or. thqy. imputed it to their giving credit to the 
aiiflibnary, and, not continuing to conform fo ftrifUy 
to, the prcfcriptions ijf their angekoks, in abftaining from 
certain meats anil .employments. Therefore; if they 
fhould believe him any more, his prayers muft firft pro- 
cure ihem good -weather, an abundance of fifhes, birds 
and'/eals,- and alfo cure their fick. If he defired them 
to pray, tWir anfwer was, ** We do pray, but it fig- 
" nififs rto^hing." If he told them, they fliould fup- 
plicate God chielly fo^ his .fpiritual gifts, and fortbo 
happinefs of life cverlafting, they replied: '* That we 
*' neither lindcrftand por'defire; wc want nothing but 
" healthy bodies and .ifcals to (at, and the angekoks 
" can procure ,^theff for uss" I( he told them of the 

" "-' ' ' ' ■ '■■ ^tvii 
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future judgment, and the eternal punUbment of hell- 
fire, they refufed to hear any thing of it ; or Aey re- 
plied that theii angckoks knew bell betteri or ifitevcn 
was fp hot, yet there vns water enough in the fea to 
quench it, ^d make it tolerable to them j yea it would, 
make amends for the cold they had endured upon 
earth, If he endeavoured to convince tbem of the im- 
pofitlons of the angekoks, that they had never feenany 
of them go either to heaven or hell, becaufe they always 
chufe darknefs to veil their legerdemain ; then they re- 
torted the qucftiijn, Whether ever, he had icen God, 
of whbm he {poke fo much ? It was extremely difficult 
to remove the miftaken .conceptions of ^efe people, or 
to prevent their making a <)ULtc linifter ufe of everjr 
truth they heard ; for inftahce, that God was omni- 
prefent, omnipotent, and benign, and that it was his 
pteafure to help all that call upon him. in . diilrefs. 
And as for the corruption of the foul, and its refto- 
ration, they could form lui idea of it. 

§ 25 

There were .two families that had wintered in the 
houfes belonging to the miffion. Thefe peofAe had 
taken in fome articles of the Chrifllan do&'ine, and 
could anfwer one and another queftion, and would 
have fubmitted to be baptized, if Mr. Egede had been 
eager to have people who would fubmit to baptifm 
for the fake of the fponfor's prefents, or better living, 
having otherv/ife no conception of or benefit from it. 
But be could difcover in them no token of a change of 
heart, nay not even any emotion or longing after it ; . 
and therefore was forced to let them go away as in- 
fenfible as they came. Yet a couple of boys were per- 
fwaded to ftay with him, and were fent with a (hip to 
Copenhagen, that at their return they might give their 
country- people a better opinion of Denmark, than they 
could hitherto entertain from the converfation of fo- 
reigners. 

The next year, 1725, one of thefe Greenlanders, 
called Pod, came back to Greenland. His companion 
died on the way back at Bergen. The relations he 
gave the Greenlanders of the kingdom of Denmark, 

of 
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•f the loyal fanuly, to whom be was pMfented, of die 
jplendorof the court, ^e ftatcly churches and other 
magnificent edifice*, and of the many tc^eas offtvour 
Sa&wn binv excited great amazement in -them} and 
the prel^nts be brought with him created a defir« in 
many Co make the famev^ase. What they heard c^ 
the courtly grandeur and mitit^ power of the king, 
awoke a new and peculiar rcjle&ion in thofe people, 
who had been alw^. woM to regard him as the 
mightieft and wealthieft lord, who could catch the 
taott leals. Thefe reflections helped them to fom Tome 
veprefentation, though of a terrifying nature, concern- 
ing God, as the fupremc Lord ofall Kings ; cfpecially 
when they heard, that the king, amfdft all his un- 
bounded mi^t, hearkened to the voice (^ his paftors, 
though they were his own fut^c^ when they decldred 
the wUlofGod*. 

But as much as Poek was pleafed with Europe, yet 
be had prefently an inclination to bis former way of 
life, and intended to remqve to the fouth with a woman 
of the colony. After a great deal of trouble, they in- 
duced him to remain there, and to marry a Greenland 
womanliving at the colony, who however made no 
itnall difficulty of marrying a man, who had degraded 
himfelf by his out-landi£h way of living *. 

With much difficulty, the miffionary had procured 
two ether boys from the Greenlanders, but the pa- 
rents ;wanted to fetch them away again, for they can 
fcaice Uve a day without their children ; however be 
kept them by prefents, and by kind reprefentatiMiG, 
ihat they muft firH learn fomething to the purpofe 
before they could inftru^' others. One of thefe was 
baptized a Httle before his end, and the miffionary 
Top tocik the other with him to Nepilene ; where, 
when he could give an anfwer to the queftions con- 
cerning the Chriftian doArine, he baptized him by 
the name of Frederic Chrillian. 

" ProftHor Sgede, wrote iavia fixne of thde fentiments in a CncattnA 
f kicgue bcnucen Poek and lijs couotrr people, ind added this dialogiie, and 
g.icth^r between a Miiflaavy and an Angekok, at tbe end of bis Crceoluid 

* ace ADitiho'i Account of GreqUaqd, p, 175. 
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TSe language gave Mr. Egede no iefs trouUe, be- 
caufe he was continually^'obligetf, again, to quit phrafes 
. that he imagined he had perftiaiy underftood hut a weeic 
before. However his childfen, through converfc with 
the Greenland! children, learnt itmorc eafily and fun- 
damentally, efpecialiy in.the pronunciation, and could 
generally give him a folution of his quasre's ; by whofb 
affiftance he proceeded fo far as to begin a Greenland 
grammar, and to tranflate fome Sunday-leflbnt out of 
the Gofpels, together with {hart queftions and illuftra- 
tions. He alfo made ufe of his eldeft fon in the infor- 
mation of the Greenlanders, becaufe he could make 
himfelfmore agreeable to them, and they could better 
underftand him, 

§ 26. 
By the two fliipa that came this year from Bergen, 
they received the joyful afTurance, not only that there 
was a zealous intention of purfuing the work^ but alfo 
that it would be fupported with a fum of io,ooo/. 
rafed by affcflment. One ofthefc Aiipswasto trade 
on its return Southwards, and the other to go Norttr- 
- wards to the new colony at Nepifene. Mr. Egede had 
already made a voyage thither this year in April, and 
had found the colonifts there (though the mohftroits 
"cold weather had prevented both them and the Grcen- 
landers from doing much in the whale-fifliery) in good 
health. So much the >nore unexpeflied and painful 
was it to him to fee- the fhip that went to Nepifene re- 
turn in June, not only with the other ftip that win* 
lered there, but alfo wirfi all the colonifts, becaufe they 
pretended they had not provifion fufEcient for a whote 
year. \Thus the houfes that had been ere^d at fo great 
an expence ftood empty, and not long after there came 
an account that they were burnt down by fbreig^ 
traders. 

Mr, Egede had alfo fought out a better place, man 
tonvenientty fituated for hfhing Mid hunting, near 
twenty leagues north of Good-hope, and intended ft» 
iranfplant the colony from Ball's-river thither. He 
hittifelf failed twice more thither, and made prepiAratioh 
for buihling'by digging ftones. But as the tiittber 
could 
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could )iot be conveyed there diie£U^, this undertaking 
■ Was deferred, and at^aft entUely dropt. 

On One^of thefe voyages he was vexatioufly attacked 
by a Greenlander, The cafe was this ; the year before 
they had torn off the Amulets from his child ; this 
brought oii a litigious difpute, and the man maintained 
that the Greenlanders Torngarfufc was no fuch malig- 
nant devil as the miflionaries defcribed him to be, but 
a, good fpirit, and'-he would not believe that there wa& 
a God ia Heaven till they would fhew him that God. 
.This man toolc the prefent opportunity to revenge 
himlelf with his faucy tongue, but was repaid by fome 
with blows, and as he would have defended Umfelf, 
was obliged to put up with more. 

But fuch another contentious affair had like to have 
coft the fador dear. For being on a voyage to the 
South}' there was an angekok, who, as be fuppofed, 
was pra^ifing his magic to hurt him and hb people^ 
and tl^ f^^tor was unwife enough to (Irilce him in the 
face during his fafcination in the prefence of many peo- 
ple; theangekok flew to his bow and' arrows, and the 
faAor was , then glad that he could infufe fo much fear 
into the reft of the Greenlanders by his gun, which Bow- 
ever was not-charged, that they themfelves reftrained the 
man from doing the merchant any harm, though he 
was fo irritated by this indifcreet ai3, that he was al- 
moft frantic with rage. Yet it did not ftop here. 
A Greenlander can co;iceal his revenge in a mafterly 
manner, but not fo eafily forget it. A certain angekok 
bad laid a bloody plot, and acquainted his people that 
.the Greenlanders in the South had determined to mur- 
der the fai^or's affiftant when he came to trade with 
themj and as the fatlor himfelf was alfo gone to the 
North with moft of the Europeans, that now would be 
the time to fall upon the miniffer and the few people 
he had with him, and to kill the fa<£):or Hkewife at his 
.xeturn, and* then they might divide the metchandife 
th<^ found in the colony among them. This machi- 
sadoii was difcovered to Mr. Egedc by a Greenland 
^y, who had run away from him, but came back 
agaia yolujitarily for fear he fhould be retaken by force' 
a&d'punUhed. He appointed a good watch till the 
' ' ' ' factor 
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£»flor %ame^gain ;' theD'heWcnttothe(b1kme~|icb{)]e, 
and brdered the aothor of this etBel oonfpiracy to be 
taken prifoner; but, by the many entreaties of the reft 
o^the Greui{anders, he was fet>at libewf. again, aft^ 
they hatl ail promifed to be quiet for the future. He 

-was not a little :difquieted at' th&affiftant's ftpj^n^ fo 

flong away ; but at laft he atfo> caiile luck unfaort^' 'with 
the account that the Greenlanidav.vhei had been mth^ 

■uramed him Tcry much againft- thafc tiiardnwlcfur-. 
ther South. ::.'-. 

. ■ " § *7- . ' ' " ■ ■ .'■- ■." 
This wa£ but a tranfient alarm, but an a[^tehen- 
Iton of' another kind put them into greater conflitf-i ' 
jifttion. It was this ; in the beginning of- June, ■ ry^6, 
when avail deaLof ice was driving^along thccoaft, they 
faw tbe wreckofaihlp. Now as they^cbnjc£luredKi» 
other but that this was the fhi^ they expeded>fetiA 
Norway, and confequently they had no provifioil ^ 
■hope for this year, Mr. Egede refolved to go with two 
ihaliops a hundred leagues northward to South-bay, 
where the Dutch whale-fifhera- rendezvous before their 
jeturn, and fo to buy prorifions of them. He was 
obliged to puOi forward night and day, that he' might 
Aot come too late^ and heanived there fafe iii; Kve 
days. But.h« could procure- but little of them, ber 
caufe thefe veffels did not intend to fteer their courfe ' 
dire^Uy home, but to go (irft to the American fide oh 
the whale-fifliery. '■ However he agreed with one of the 
Jhips to talce thetkftor and nine men with himtto Eu- 
rope, and to call at thecolony on his retuxn from America 
and take in the merchandize. In the mean time they 
endeavoured to be as fparing as poUible at the colony. 
There were ftitl twenty-one fouls, and thefe, reckoning 
'all that diey had got from the Dutch, had no mors 
Chan. 3 barrels of peafe, 3 barrels of oatmeal, u facks- 
of malt, and lyoo fliip-bilkets. Th'^y could flioot 
4>othing, becaufe they had jio powder and fliot, and 
the iifliery did not r^htly fuccced neither. They in- 
- tended to buy feals of the Greenianders, to boil their 
fledt with ji very little oatmeal, and to dccfs the iifh 
With ^leniM'^eti inftead of butter. But a]as they could 

get 
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,^b«tt .(«# fait frwn ^ Gretnlutdm, for thn^ are 
vtry.clofe-fiftcdtif ibcy fte any one in Want, f^gbt 
teen.trete now eWgtt) to bb fiidsJied fvitb one mibi's 
pc^ion of baani, .TiiCa' fright w^ idbiubled by iflie 
rOreenhnilers telliilg them (probably as-uwaittoA tye) 
that tfbey had ieen the inotk of i ih^ laoftly under waL. 
:t!a! dating ainon^ thc-^ ice, and the poo[jle wading n^ 
10 their luieei. ia water^ crying out laihentably aftEr 
the mintfter, in all likelihood to makt tbe Grecnlandsrs 
iinderftand that they ihould fetch a couple of boats 
from the minifter to fave them. But, faid they, it 
drove with the ice to fea, till we could fee it no longer. 
Add . to this, that the Dutch Ihip did not arrive af the 
cf^ony at the appointed time. And ftill more, on tlite 
tsfit of July, they faw the factor and his people, who 
bftid bctidcen themfelvea to the Outc^ veflcl for dtair 
xttixn, <»tning quite alone in a boat. They cimld 
net conceive what the meaning of this ffaould be ; but 
«s foon OS they landed, diey were uncommonly re> 
3ot«ed to hear that on their voyage they met with the 
Kofway (hip defigned for the colony, and had come ih 
it.till within zo leagues to- the north, where it ftoiqied, . 
faeoaiifi; it could nst run in here oft acccHint of tlwica. 
However fout days after, it was pilotM ihto the faaveir^ 
■At pieallng as this fu^ly was to Mr, Egede and hii 
peopje, fo painfiil.was it to him to find, that anothes;. 
veflel fent out early In the fpringwas Ihip-wrecked, and 
dtat this that did ikrrive would not venture to fea in 
Augoft on accoaat of the ice, but muft winter at the 
colony;' whidi he expeded would have but a bad in- 
flueace oa tba company at Bergon. 

$ 28. 
Even (ok fell out ; for when two Oufs arrived in 
3727, they were Ibon ioibrmed that the company at 
fier^n had entirely disengaged theniAJves. from tht 
Greenland trade, becaufethey reaped no advantage from 
it, and no one woidd rifk anjr more in it, though Ac 
■king, otit of a peculiar zeal for ths fupporc bodl 
uf ttie commerce and the' miffion, had feveral time* 
under-propped it, and efpeciaUy by that x:anfi(ki«U* 
GreontMid a|cffiiicnt« a^«ten now.* ju«wtliift«iiling 
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its gloomy i(pe&, had gnoiouflf a>^g«d 6> carry i( 
OS himlelf. For this ptupole- one -pf the king's com- 
ravf^TKS was 4irriv^ to coniult how the Greenland 
traffic might^be forwarded to fome advantage. 
Mr. Albert Top had laboured four years with dili-i 

Sttfx and faithfubiefs in the CQtiyeHipn of the Green-i 
tdersj but fais weekly conftitution could not Hand it 
out ^y loBgtx in thia inclement country; therefore it. 
1l(^ thought proper before the arrival of the Ihip, that 
ha jhouM return ^in to his native cOuhtly wit)l 3^ 
QifKXiiind boy^ Ihould humbly reprefent the bad ffai? 
fif the ihifSon, and b^ they might (oon provide the 
nefdfiil redrefi. 

Mr. Egisde h^ hitherto feen but little bope that 
the tnti(c WQsld gain fo much 33 to tnaintain the mif- 
fisa i therefore be was fliidkiuj to iitid Obt fome means, 
nrhereby it might *oC oftly fubfift alone» but alfo be of 
Ume liencllt to trad«t Ih' bM celatipn, pi 21X to aio* 
he-telkas at largQ bow he tnade leyerd ellays inal'^ 
chymy^ but they did hot fucceed ; thereibre he was 
flbltged to falisfy Irimfelf with tip bope* that Almighty 
God (asbe faye) knew hoiv tomaj^ufeof fopiBoth^ 
unknown, aiid pfSriii^ improbable^ means to advaao^ 
bis glory by the taAlv&rfion of the Uind Qreeiilanders, 
ivhteh was what he^imftllf foiely aimed #t in this n« 
pettfivci liuMigb tric&i3;ti^ labour. 

■ \ ' § ^9- 

IR' the mterifti,!tte affiduoully pKceeded In viritiHg tho 
Qreeoianders, avd in a time of fimins he fent for 9 
^mily, whoha4 entreated his help ^i hut in coming, 
rhor boat was ci& away in a iWm, the Greenland 
woman, and hcJ; cbWd were drowned, and the fa<aor« 
Iwrhfi'weot to tbax affifiaitce,. came into fucb danger, 
that it was with Khc greatelb dignity he was faved i 
and a« they wtcnl obliged to-tairy 01^ two nights be- 
£t>teihey conU be < found, vithswit aay il^Iter from tho 
cold, it being fixin: ater ths .nftntysV, .^^ft of theia 
were forced to have their frozen toes cutoff. 

Mr. Egede now found more good-will in the Grcen-4 
Uijd^s to hear him, and he perceived in thofe tbac 
were dying Tome ferioufhels, and alfo a defire to go to 

Vol. I, X abet- 
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a-bctter place, and thofe- that were healthy encreafed 
more and nuxt tn faith, as they faid, becaufe they 
had many proofs? that God heard their prayer when they 
had been in dangep of their lives, or had nothing td 
est. One here and there offered to ftay with hsn, and , 
■ had he been ambitious of having a parcel of baptized 
unconverted heathens, he might eafily have baptized 
many; for once^as he was inftru£ling thenrr, atni had 
occafton to fpeak: about baptifiit, they all came and 
defired him to perform this aft on them, and won- 
dered that he- fcrupled the fincerity of their ftith, and 
of their love to God. But alas, he had ground enough 
for this ferupulofity, becaufe amidft all their pretences 
of firmly and fully believing all that he'toU them, and 
their promifeS' of continuing to hear attd believe 
siore^ he coutd not obferve the leaft change iit theit 
Hfe, nor the l«aft conception or feeding ofoiecornip- 
tkiit of their foul, and cMifequently no concern,'n6 
cmrfiflion, and no longing aifter a happier condition; 
Nay he very often difcovered to his* Ibrrow, that their 
te»chab)enefs was only an hypocritical affedation 
produced by ftar or intereft ; ■ for tfce GiieenUnd boy* 
that were maintained by him, and aKo the people Aat 
traded in the country, informed him, that the very 
Greenlandeft that pretended to believe every thiiigj 
treated his finging, paying and. reading, widi tjte mo& 
petulant derifion in his abfeace, though if they- werr 
reproved for itj they again feigned the greater devotion. 
■ He entertained more hope of tbech^Tcn aad young 
people, that htf fliottJd^fee Chriftianity promoted among 
«bem in a fcrtid idi fruitful mailner ; and yet it was 
iilmoft impoffible to bnng the hopes to accompliihment, 
becaufe he ceuld not give thefe youthful minds due 
i]iAru£lion and attendance, on acceunt of the continue 
peregrinations of their parents. Therefcffc in the year 
1 726, he could Rapt jze none but 2 ficlc boyy whom he 
had previoufly inftruded, and in 'this y«sr the above-. 
. tiientioned Pock's little child, but in tUcyear following 
the parents alfo; ' ...:.. , - 

-■■:■ "• . 53.. 
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Now as unpromifing as BtJtM the commerce and the 
' miffion hitherto appeared, even to fuch a degree that 
the intrepid indefatigable miffionary was triore than once 
ftaggerfed in his hopes of its duratiian j fo ample how- 
ever were the difpofit ions made 101728, not only td 
iiphold both, but alfo to extend them, and to plant 
abiding colonies for cultivation of the land. There 
■ arrived four if not five ftips, one of which was a maa ■ 
of war, and they brought materials^ cannon and am- 
munition for erecting a fort ahd a new ctdony, as 
alfo a fuffitieirit garrifbn iuidcr the' command of major 
Paars as governor^ and captain Landorph as com- 
mandant, who were to protedl both the trade and ih« 
GrfeenlandcrS thdt'dcfirtd protection againft fomeveffels 
that robbed theili df their whale-bone and blubber. 
A confiderable number of married pairs were Tent ovct 
fixym CopeWhagen, and among them mafonsj carpen- 
ters and other fuch handicrafts-men; fooie of whom 
went voluntarily, and others vKie taken out of th* 
caftle and Bridewell there^ and married, to people and 
cultivate the land. The aSic€ts brought horfes with 
thein to ride over the mountains, and difcover the loft 
Grcenlarid ; and at the fame time one of the fbips was 
brdered to make one attempt more to land on the eaff^ 
fide. 

By thefe IKips Mr. Ewde got two collcgues, Mr; 
Olaus Lange, and Mr. Henry Milzoug.- On.the other 
hand his eldeft fon returned to Copenhagen, to pro- 
fecute his ftudies. With him went Poelc and His wifej 
how called Ghriftian and Chriftiiia, two Greenland 
boys and a girl,- who had jilft before made con^ffion of 
their faith^ and been baptised by the names of Charles,' 
Daniel ahd Sophia'-Magd^ena,- in the prefence of the 
officers. 

They dirCflly made preparations to fcihove the co- 
lony from Hbpe-Ifland^ where they had remained till 
how^ to the main-land four leagues further eaftward^ 
ahd to enlarge it with the rteceffary buildings. But ■ 
alas! a contagious diforder broke Out among the Euro- , 
peansj which Mr. Egede did iiotthinjc was the ordinary 
. X2 feufvy^ 
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fcurvy, but afcribed it to their irregular way of living, 
and their want of exercifc, bccaufe few of the faitorsj 
or the former inhabitants 6i the colony, who had con- 
ftant work, were intcded. The moft ufefut people and 
the artiiicers died away apace ; and aa the hoffes coul^ 
not be taken proper care of, they all died. Thus a 
fetal blow was given, not only to the defign of taking 
a Journey over the mountains (though indeed the 
horfea could not have been made ufe of in it), but alfo 
to the colonies which were to have b^n erected for 
cultivating the land. Yet the moft dangerous circum- 
ftaoce of all was, that thete people in the very begin- 
ning, when they faw that Gceenlznd was no land of 
Canaan, and that they could not come at much to guz- 
zle, gf ew difcontetited and fretful, which at laR pro- 
duced a mutiny among the foldiers, on whidi account 
neither the governor's nor miffiqnary's lives were (afe, 
for they looked upon the latter to be the caufe of thek' 
tranfportation and their wietcbed condition. There- 
fore they were c^liged to ufe a guafd, and even Mr. 
Egede, who (as he exprefT^s himfelf) could before 
ficep fccure in the tents of the favages, was now forced 
ti> have a watch and we^>9n& around his bed againft 
bis Fellow-Cbriftians. So indeed it via» a good pro- 
vidence in behalf- of th^fe gei^tlonen, that fuch fedi- 
ttous people were carried off by tbe iicknel^ and it wae 
alfo well for the Greenlanders that they were delivered 
from a crew, who wotild certtinly have tauglit them 
no good. 

. § 31.- 
This mortaKty lafted till the; fpring, >729^ when 
ihe feiidueof the invalids were carried to the Green- 
landers, and fome of them were ilill faved from death, 
by tin fcurvy-grafs that b^an to flioot out under the 
fnow. Thowgh their number was greatly diminifltedv 
yet the governor endeavoured to'exeeute the king's 
command in performing a journey to the Eafi-iide, and 
fet out April 25th, with his lieutenant, the fair's a£r 
fiftant, and five other men,' through the Amaralik-bay j 
but May 7th, he returned fuccefslefs, having found 
ibe whole country overipread with ice> ^r^jpl^ vf»s not 
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onlf fb ff ppeiy lind imrven that they could not ftand 
upon it, lure JiUb full of ftnaii and great clefts, from 
whence large quantities of water fpouted out with a 
great roar. 

After diat, meafares were taken for ere£ting the new 
colony and the fort at Nepifetie fo often mentioned 
before, and they fet about it, though they had been juft 
then intimidated by a Dutch ihip with the account of 
a dreadful conflagration at Copenhagen, and were 
dubious about fitture fuppert. But they were foon en- 
couraged by the Jhips arriving from their own country 
with the mo& gracious aJlurances of the work's being 
forwarded with ardency as'hithorto, and alfo bringing 
new nuteriala for building. An order likewife came to 
the lieutenant Richard, to try to iind an entrance on 
the £aft-fide, on his return with the man of war that 
wintered there. But he alfo was prevented by ice and 
ftoims &om attaining his aim. 

The Greenlanders did not like to fee this great ac- 
ceflion of foreigners, efpecially as fo many military 
men came, of whom they wa'e afraid. And when 
they died fo faft, they diought it was owing to the 
;ut of a lamous angekolc, who had promifed to dellroy 
the Kablunaks by his magic. But when they faw they 
would not all die, and particularly the minilter, whom 
they Ipoked upon to be the proper lord of the Euro- 
peans, moftof Aem removed from thele territories to 
Pifko-bay. This was the fruit of armed men and for- 
treflcs i the miffion was more hindered than promoted 
iy them. 

Mean while Mr. Egede kept a conference with his 
two new colleagues, in which he laid before them a 
written propofal, that as he faw, for want of proper 
regulations, nothing was to be effe£ted among the 
adult Greenlanders, but to gain their cold afTent to 
the word, without anyi^^ion on their mifery or any 
defirc after grace} 'indiyei-'he did notliketo fpend his 
time without fruit, aMdeiktld much lefs bear to fee th« 
poor innocent children die away without baptifm; 
^erefore he had come to a concluflon in the prefence 
X3 .of 
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pf God, to m^e fudi children partakers of holy h^p-. 
tiCm, vbofe parents gave their afCnit to the true religion, 
in hopes tljat thp panuits v^ould ftay in the ntighbour- 
hood, and let their children be taught hereafter thfl 
knowledge and fear of God by capable inftru^rs. 

Both his coil^ues acquiefced in liis fcheme, and 
Mr. Glaus Langc corroborated it by many arguments 
in 3 written Thefi. The next year they recMved the 
approbation of the milEons- college herein, though oi^ 
the foll6wing conditions, i. If the parents are not 
tsnticed to it by blandilhments, much lefs compelled 
by force, but give their voluntary confent. 2. If they 
do not de/ire it out of fuperllition, imagining that 
baptifm may contribute to the bodily heajth and ftrength 
of the children, like as they in paft years deli^ed the 
miffionary to breath qn their fide. 3. If they obligated - 
themfelves to let tfaeir b^tized children be inftrufled 
in due time. On this account they charged the miffi- 
onaries to keep an exa£t regifter, that they might always 
know what children they had baptized, and what was 
become of theni, and that they might not difpenfehitp- 
tilin twice by miftake. But they were ordered ijot to 
baptize adults till they had been inftrudle^ in the ne?- 
ceffary points of the Chriftian rejigipn, and gave evif 
fences of 4 true delire for baptifm. 

Accordingly Mr. Egede made the beginning in 
Kokccrnen, February nth, 1729, with fixteen children, 
whole parents not only confented to it, but alfo beg- 
ged to be baptized themfelves. He proceeded toll^^ptize 
the children on the reft of the iflands, as alfo in his 
former dwelling place at Kangek, and fays, th^t there 
were fome among them who could anfwer themfelve$ 
to the queftions atked than. 

He was obliged to mak^ \ife of the baptized Greenland 
boy Frederic Chriftian in inftru£ting thefe children, and 
;iow and then he fern (tim to the iflands to read to thenj 
^nd their parents. He hitpfelf.bad now but little time 
or opportunity to go amort gfjt^ie, heathen. For though 
fuch extenfive and ct^arg^ti^^^ggi^res had been taken 
for the furtherance of the ttJ^(S«(* y^t the largeft apd 
moft ufefuj part of the people had died, and the reft, 
a (cvf e3(cep(ed, who had enough, to do. ifl the coi^^- 
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merce, were gone to Nepifcne, and had taken the boats 
rnoftly with them. 

§ 33- 

Yet it did not fucceed rightly with this new colony 
neither. The (hip that wintered there for the fake of 
the whale-fifhery, caught nothing, and the tradtrig 
veffel got very little, hecaufc the Greeolanders hid their 
beft wares from the Danes, tofellthem toother/hips 
from whom they could have every thing cheaper. 

By the fliips tarrying very late fn 1730 before their 
arrival, they fell once more into great embaraffment a- 
bout provilions, which was heightened by the lofs of 
a ihallop near Goodhppe loaded with- provifions, with 
whicl^ one man was loft ; a boat, that went to its aflift- 
ance, wa#alfo wrecked among the ice, and the reft of 
the provifions in another Ihallop was obliged to be 
thrown moftly into the fea to fave the people. How- 
ever at laft on the 2d of September the mip arrived fafe 
at Goodhope, but becaufe the winter was at the door, 
it could not go toNepifene, Ail forts of building-ma- 
terials were fent by this fhip to ereft houfes in (he Tal- 
lies where the Norwegians formerly lived, and they vrere 
to be inhabited by families from Icelai)d, 

* 34- 
But -alas ' all thefe projefts, carried on with fo much 
ardour, labour and expeijce, fcemed all at once to re- 
ceive dieir mortal blow by the death of King Frederic 
IV. in this year. For when the government under 
■ Chriftian VI. faw no way how: the fums expended for 
fo many yeaj-s, and ftill wanted, could be reimburfed 
by the trade and ereflion of the colonies, and befides 
that the converfion of the infidels had yielded fitch an 
unfavourable profpeA for thefe ten years paft ; for thefft 
reafpiis a roya) mandate was tranfmitted by the (hip in 
1751, that both the colonies fliould be relinquiflied, 
and all the people (hould return. Indeed it was left to 
Mr. Egede's option, whethet he would go with th? reft, 
or remain in the country ; anJ in cAk of the latter, 
' he might retain as many people as would wjlHngly (tay, 
X 4 and 



t, Google 



3i» HIST"d"RTpi^GRKEm.A'l^p. %t^. 

and as much pfovifion as wolild laft for a j^ear i bu; 
he was exprefly told, that they had tio further affiflahce 
to expeift. 

. On fucb a ftate <if the cafe, no oi^e could fdolvc-tct 
Hay with him. 1'he foldiers they glFered to leave Yt'itti 
him, would he of no fervice to bim j and as for the 
faiiors, whom he could life, they would hot part wttH 
thcin. ' Thus he would have been neceflitated to havt; 
abandoned with a heavy and forrowful heart, after teii 
years toil and lahour, a country which he had worked 
his way to with fuch a peitfevering ?cal, and alfo tq. 
bave deferted [50 children whom ne had baptized, if 
very fortunately the (hip had not been too little to. 
f»rry the ftock belonging to the two colonies, Nowt as. 
all that was left behind, a^ well as the bbulf s, would 
^jave falleq a prey to the Greenlanders, or to foreign 
failort J he effefled fo much by his remonftranccs, that 
ten feamen, and provifions fufEcient for a year, werq 
left bim ; but then he bound hi'mfelf to indemnify the 
captains in cafe they fhould fuller any thing by this 
ftcp. Nay he undertook to carry on the trade at his 
own hazard by the agency erf his (econd fon, and if no 
jhip ihould come the following year (which yet he car- 
neftly petitioned for) he would however fend home the 
merchandize to its proper place by foreign ftiips. 

So ifivariable was this zealous man in carrying on a 
work begun in faith among the faithlels, and that, 
fhough he had hitherto fecn fo fittle fruit, and thougtf' 
he muft now fluctuate at Icaft a year long betwixt the 
flattering hope of being allifted and fi^pportcd fr^m his 
native country, and the dreadful fear of being quite 
fibandoned. His two colleagues, the governor, offi- 
ixisund other people went away, and took fix Green- 
landers with them. It was not long before Mr. Egede 
f eceived another of Job's mefTengers, that the colony at 
. Nepilene was oncemore dcmoli&edby foreign faiiors^ 
and all the goods left there burnt. 

§ 35- 
On account of thefe t^eavy circumftances, ^ich 
threatened the ruin of the miffion, Mr. Egede was ■ 

"■ "' ■ ^ obliged 
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obliged to fufpend «nWreIy the baptlfm of the Grten- 
li'iicl children, riot only becAufe he wu imcertun boW 
long he himfelf mjght ftay to take care of their Qirif- 
tian education, but chiefly becaufe he faw that nethina 
yfis to be done with the parents. For eyen before thi^ 
l^tal revolution, when he delired them to fend ^rft 
one company of children, a))d then another to the |CO-; 
^ny, to be under his care for a month, that he might 
inftrut^ one clafs after the other, they would by no 
Rieans confent to it ; and when he came to vifit them, 
ihey hid their children for fear he Ihoiild take tfieni a-r 
^y and keep them, fo that he could not even inRriiS 
th'eiA ill their parents houfcB as before. Ther tntimat-- 
id Indeed afterwards how forry they were at the fuddei^ 
il^artui'e of the Eui'opearis, and could not compre- 
hend the rea&n given for it, haiAely that fo many peo^ 
lie coft more than they could earn or acquire here, 
rhfey thought that fuch an opulent prince, who had 
fuch ftore of bread and meat in his country, muft be 
^b)e to maintain tciqix people than thefe ; or that» at all 
events, they might even live like the Greenlanders. 
Arid when one ^rther atledged, as a reafon of their 
beiiig recalled, that their cotiftituents had feen how lit- 
tle the Greenlanders hitherto regarded God and his 
Word, and would hot be converted, ^then they com- 
plained heavily that they had been fo traduced and 
hiifreprefented to the king, and declared how willing 
they were tg hear and believe all that the Miffionary 
told them. They added, that they bad given proo6 
how much they honoured the king, by delivering fo 
inany barrels of blubber, when a contribution was 
defired of them. But for all this, Mr. Egede was 
foon convinced how little their pretended good-will 
and defire after God's word was to be depended upon j 
for moft of thofe, whofe children he had baptized, and 
who had promiled him before the tranfadion to ftay 
in the neighbourhood, and let their children be edu- 
cated in a Chriltian manner, wandered fo far away, 
that there was no coming at them, and confequently 
the hopes of winning either them or their children 
became very remote. 

Bcndesi 
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Befides, fuch a feries of labour, vexation and anxicr 
ty, bad (o harrafled and worn out the Miffionarjr, an$ 
adiforderon his brcaft lay fo heavy upon him,, thaj 
he could not well travel about among the heathen aa 
he had done, but was compelled to refign the inftrud- 
ion of them moftly to his fon, to do it occalionally 
'when he went about trading for blubber, which he had 
taken upon him. 

§ 36. 

Although no further aid had been promifed the coIo-: 
. ny, yet the king was pleafed to lay to heart the moan- 
iFul reprcfcntations of the Miflionary, and fent him the 
necc(fery fupplies in the year I732) but ftill without 
afliirance of further fupport. In thp mean time his 
people had bera pretty fuccefsful in t)ie blubber-tradc, 
and could fend home a larger cargo thqn in any of the 
former years, in which were fuch great doings. Nay 
they would this time have defrayed all the charges of 
' one year, if they had not loft two of their largeft 
boats in hard weather lall harveft, when the traffic 
was in its greateft aflivity ; on which account they 
could not go abroad in the fpring, but were obliged 
tp leave the merchandize to foreign mips. 

There came a couple of men with the ftiip, who were 
to difcover the paflage to the ead-lide from Goodhope, 
and to fearch for minerals in the Greenland mountains, 

Next year they fet out on the voyage, but the quan-; 
tityof ice prevsnted their going further than the 61^ 
deg. Neither did they meet with any minerals, 'cx^ 
ceptfome lead-ore and fome orange -coloured earth fo^ 
dying- 

Mr, Egedc having thus been In fufpenfe betweep 
hope and fear for two years, was at laft rejoiced at 
the Ihip's arrival May 20th 1733, with the intimati- 
oh,' that the Greenland trade mould be begun anew, 
aiid the milHon fupported ; for which fervice the king 
was gracioufly pleafed to order a free-gift of 400 /. an- 
nually. 
^ '» With 
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With this {hip arrived the three firft heathen-mellen- 
gers from Herrnhuth, viz. Chriftian David, Mat- 
thew Stach, and Chriflian Stach. And now, as my 
proper bufinefs is to write the hiftory of the MiJJian of 
the MortwioH Brethren, I {hall here break off from the 
faiftory of the Danifli trade and miflton, efpecially as I 
have not the materials ^r it at "hand, and leave it to 
others to whom it more properly belongs, and who can 
have accefa to the neceffary records. However, the 
incidents that gave occafion to the revival of this miffi- 
eh,' which lay as it were at the Ult g^fp, and the chief 
occurrences which befell Mr. Egede till his going a- 
wayin 1^36, will be intermingled in the courfe of the 
liiftory. 
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ftbefrfi Petwdiftbt Mifion of tbe Bre- 
tbren, viz. from its Beginning in 1733- 
to the Jirjl Vijitation in i/ij-o. 



■ Th? Fwst Yi*r 1733," 
' « ■• 

TH E entrance tvhich tlie Pnjtcftant congregatir 
on of the Brethren made upon their MiSon, 
together with the occafions thereto, was at- 
tended wi» Tuch fimplicity and lowlinefs, and yet both 
weighed and confidered fo maturely, and executed 
with fuch faith, that a mind that is attentive to the 
figns of the times, may naturally find in it a very live- 
ly verification of what our Saviour faid of the kingi 
dom of God, Luii xiii. 19. " It is like a grain of ■ 
V muftar<^feed, which ar man took, and caft into his 
f * garden, and tt grew, and waved a great tree, and 
^' the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it." 

God had wrought a dehre in the heart of tbe late 
Count of "Zinztridiirf from his childhood, to e^Mufe 
the falvation of his fellow-creatures, as the next con- 
f:ern to his own falvation, an,d to be inftrumental to It 
with all his power in all circumflances, wherein Provi- 
dence might hereafter place him. Even in his youth 
^ opportunity prefented ittelft yrhich 1\« did not let 
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6ip. In tke firft Supplemofit to his Xttwnrf SiJkOiaut 
flands the following accpgjit s^ \t : 

" Between An. 1713 smd 1714, d»cr? were five 
*' perffuis in the Pxd^gpgium at HaU«, th»t ftood iQ 9 
*' very peculiar conn^iftion together. They exp«ri- 
*' enced juft what ow Saviour laya : Wkiretuu or ttr^ 
" eregtttheredttgttbp- inj^f/n^pi^thfrt^n^lmthemidfi^ 
*' ^V- l^cy had an miiiIKv4 UBpulfQ tot t^e pp»HOCing 
** the ialvation of many fovl^ Two of them tna4« * 
*• coveiianit in 1.715 cflocprwug (he convfriwn.of th? 

V Heathen, yet only o| fi^h as no ov« «)f(5 W(jul4 
** trouble tbeaifelvp? \Yit)». TH^r proper pr^ 
*' pe^ waf npt to e|cec\Mc ^tis and fvch-4ilce things 
" Uwinfelvss i fo? tb^y wer« defigned by their rehw-* 
". pns foi; the fpber? pf high life, and ha4 no otl*M 
•* inot^on tiut that thcy raitft b« obedient : birt doty 

V hoped, that God -— ^ w^ld dtre£h people \/> thoB»« 
** or pefha^ «^ou}d ^«n notfir pi^pafe himfelf witntft 
•' &s tJfroi^ ^eirf^Wft»l«)ng.theirft!lov-ft4«i«WS, 
" w^ J^iSd be equil tp thf wflrt Add tilffeefelff 
" the thoughts of thefc young gent]ea>en were eonti-" 
"^ jMtaJly aiming at givi% the ftvdwte »n impreffion 
" of x^x. God, vfhsJpid 4iWfl his life for iw." 

The above-mRnti^ned. yo«ng geptjempn. aftecward* 
feparated, ^pd wly that PHe* tbgt h«i-m«is, a..c(»*r 
j^t wifh Sfee Count, tp fow?rd t)ie conyerfioa o£ «h« 
heafh^, wa* led tp hijKV a^Ui a^rwaids by puticv- 
]»- turns 9f P;:<;>v.id«Qi;e, ]g«t the impnffioa of thia 
anfl^takipg accompwUpd th« Count to As ufilvcdji^ 
at Wijtepbwg) w his,fr»ifplft< and in the' poft he held 
in the. g^^^nmetit aC Dnff^n. In all ciccumflsnceG, 
pa^gpHlarlydurjfig hi^ abo^ In Holian4, heenquical 
into ^ copdiFipn of the heathen nations and wb« 
Atrdjpug ^Qyt Wfiys and mews s^ bringing the Gofpot 
(rf C^t^ 9noa% the»i. Yet he did o(it raaJcc much 
i)p«r&: ;^Ht it, aiud (ttd.yhinted'hia defigajto hia laoA 
iiitimatf^ &i(n4f- But he vM bis intended CQn£»t, ia 
a,p|;|ef^s >ntervj«itr watfo.W snd h^r.frieni^ in the 
very beginning of their contra^^ what all his views. 
iq iifo vere, and withal hii purpofe of- devoting him- 
felf to the fervice of the Lpr4 in general, ai)d parti- 
suJady 
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cuUrly for the good of fuch heathen to whbm i dotrf 
might providentially be opened for him. 

At thai time he (aw no opportunity fm' it,' nnther 
did this affair come into motion in the, firft years after 
the building of i/ffTBi^i •, till, in 1728. About 
this time there vfis a great awaVeiting among the 
mafters and ftudents <tf tbt ufuTcrfity of jena. By' 
reading the holj' fcriptures (ogether, and efpecially the' 
prophets^ many of them werfi led to rcfleft on the' 
converlioii ef, the Gentiles promifed in the latterdays. 
Some of thefn intimated ad iiApulfe to affift iA pro- 
moHng'this work, and one, who had afterwa^s an 
opportunity of employing his talent among them, 
cxpreffed his thoughts in a writing fent to the congre-" 
gation at Hermhutb, and offered bimfelf to the ftr- 
Vice of Jefus aihong the Negroes. As far as I undi;r- 
ftand, this was the tirft time that miffions amoAg the 
heathefls we^e publicly fpokcff of in Herrnbuth, anJ 
a defire r^fdd in many brethren t6 put dieir hand to 
riiis work, though as yeC a call and nearer opportuni- 
ty was wanting. . 

■ Theopportunitydidnot ()rcfeatitfelffin fllCyei^iMiy 
when ' the CouAt attended at the coronat&ih 4^ King 
Chriftian VI, in Copenhagen. At that time he faw' 
two baptized Greenlanders, arid heard ' with pain that 
the miffion in Greenland was to be aboliflied for varr-t 
(ws reafons. Moreover a baptized Negro^ iHttd An- 
thony, contraAed an acquaintance with his domelHcsy 
and told them IftiW he came to the Icnowledge of th^ 
truth. At the fame time he told thfem with fdrrow; 
rifat he had ftill a fiffcr in St. Thomas's, on^ of tb«' 
Carybee iflands belcmging to the Danes, who alfo long- 
ed very much to learn ChJiftianity (as he exprefied itj 
but had neither time nor Opportunity for it, and there^ 
fore ihe often befought the great God to fend fonieBod;^^ 
to fliew her the way unto him. ANrtit the 
fame time Chriftian David being on a joikrriey, had 
found in the hands of a noted divine a flibit account of 

* (It fluid) onuiefbteof the tiiiCo^at iaV/firL^atU ; mtthepat 
lobe buih in i-ra, for the lake of ouny of the dtfceadimti of the andcnt 
Ilictluta, who cni(iaCc4 thithn Cum Utravit-, ud > ««BiRgMio« wa> 
IfFaMddtBtc^ 

th« 
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' RliATIOK'OF ReW-^ERRNHOTH, I733. ^t^ 
tiie miffion to Greenland., He fent the brethren »i ex- 
tFa£l of it, and endeavoured by a letter to aniinate them 
to this work. 

In the mean time the. Count was arrived again in 
Herrnhuth, and the above-mentioned Anthony got 
leave from his mafter to vilit tjie congregation there^ 
Here he m^ttloned ^!;ain the delire of his countrymen, 
and efpecially of his ftfter, with affecting words, in xa 
affembly of many brethren-, butraddcd, that the accit- 
mulated labour of ^e Negn>es hindered diem ftomany 
opportunity of !nftin£tion, if the teacher was not a 
Qave himft^,. in. order to be continwaHy w^h them and 
to teaeh them at their work.' Tbis^ and what the brethren 
that had feen the Greenlanders at Copenhagen, related of 
the Greenland heathen, made a deep impreffion on the 
bearts of divers brethren, and many acquainted one ano- 
ther of their rcadinefstodeclare thegolpel to the heathen,- 
cTpecially to fliofe under the Oaniih fceptre. Biit above 
allyfuch an ardent defire was kindled ia Ae tie^ft «f 
Brother Lanard Dvber to go to .St. '■ Tbomais^ that he 
could not Heepithe whole lug^t forit. At'firft he vnA 
jealous that tJiey -vreia only good fancies which cobld 
not be put in execution, and confequently vain arid 
nfeiels thoir^s. -But when he arofe in the mornings 
he was coi^orted, and his fcrupuli^ty removed, ^ 
thofe words of the Bible ; Deut. Ki«i(. 47. " ItienOt 
" . a vain thii^ for you ; becaufe it ts your life ;: juid 
■' tittough this thing ye ihal] prolong your days." He 
WM ftill more encour^d whm be came to taUc witJi 
ene of his niolt intimate frierid^^ whom he h&d-thought 
upon to defire as the companSoe of his pilgrimage ; and 
found to his furprize, that this his friend had alfo felt 
a ftrong'impulfe at hearing Antony's account, to go to 
St. Thomas's, ;andhad by name wiflied for him aa his 
aflcciate, only bad heea relkained by icruples from uC-* 
tefing his thought*. 

- Thefe two, brethren, after joining in prayer, came , 
therefore to a relblution to ac<]Baiat'the congregation in 
Wsiting^ thatthey found tbemlellves conftrained on; of 
love to the Negroes to go to St. Thomas's, and^tbcre 
wasnoothet way to effcift i(^, they would- iell tbem- 
fc^ves foe flaves^ in order to- ^aUte- tb«ir Cieator and 
r -■ :. • - Redeemer 
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kalaanerknoini talbmeof Aun, and dpccia% td 
the poor Negio-nroniaii who £b ardently lon^d forit. 
Thefe purpbfes of theirs begat great eftfiem and joy hif 
fevciat trcthFSn, btit ^ greatcft put looked iq>6'n 
iiwjr intantion as a pretty touiginadoii of yoiing tmcl- 
tms min^ in a natter that Wonid better hear good 
Viflua than cMcution. By ih« meaBadie acconplidi- 
■Knt was delayed a confiderable titae ; however, diu-' 
iogthis iatsiVBt, tlie thing was pdt to the tefl fomudi 
die nOrefol idly, and «t laft brother. Leonard Dober's cail 
10 ga to St. Thomaa's was confirmed, and he b^an 
kis journey thither with a joyful heartj ih. otenpany of 
Darid Nit&boian^ Atig. 21ft 173*. 

' Atdie ramctiine^Tiulby thefuftdxwdsfivtijtfacaaiik 
Smi to Grtmiamt took its beginnings and diis is propetw 
fy tbe fubjed wp have lA ircat of herej i will gireiA 
In Maltbtm' Staib't tmawordsy vtrfaowo^efuniqir- 
£to*ry and is MMit^ng ; ashc partly related it tome 
^wofd of mouth at my fiiort vifit-in liichtenfUt^ 
lud-pasdy wrvtritin aflfwer to tpttAiimtl left be^ 
tiind me. 

*« "Whea I heai^ the fiift acco«mt of Gtsetilaod, it 
W elicited a defirein qie to go thither ; yeCwiuh I tcfteSU 
** cd'Oa my Oma incapacity and inexperience, (for I b«dl 
f been fearce two years in Herrphuth) I coukf not 
M ventHFe to difctoK it : but when the wriltcn psapd* 
f ' fkl of the two brethren to -go to St. Thomaa's wu 
** read publictyy it fticred me up to it aftcffa. I vt» 
f then at work mth Frederic BochMfii on the new 
** burying-ground called the Hutberg. He was ^ 
(* firft pcrfon I asqfiainted with What paflcd in mjt 
** niindj and I found that he had bdra actuated On th« 
** fame oc«alioR ytith the fame defire to promote the 
'** faltation of the heathen* We coaverfcd with fimplJF* 
** cityabout it, and pelrceiTed we had the greateft in- 
*' clinatioo to go to Greenland^ but tra knew not vtbv- 
** ther we ought to look upon the propenfion tl>at hai 
**tak«i place in us as an ifflpullc wrought ky Gait 
** wttich we fhould g^enoticeof to thccwigMgation^ 
M ori^Kther we&ouldwait tiU-a call wa> given u»; 
« Buf 
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* But as we were both of onemind, and confidently 

* believed that our Saviour's promife would'beTcrifiei 

* to us : If tW} of pu jhail a^ree en earth, it :. 
'' thercfsre we retired to theWDOdjuft athand, knecl- 
" ed down before him,, and .begjcd him to clear up 

'" our minds iri this important affiiir, and Vcf'Iead us 
'' in the right way. Upon rtiis our hearts were filled 
'* ' with ah uncommon joy, AnA Wfe bMTtted ii6 longer 
** to lay our mind bcfsre the congregation iri writing, 
** with perfeft iefignadon which tribe of heatjiens our 

■ ** call ftiouW be to, though -we'feK the ftrongeft ten- 
** dency to thi Greenlaiiiers, The Ictttr was read in 
*' a public AiWting;', andw^s hear^ With^oy inthege- 
.•* neral. Y*l ■fome cxpreffeJ t|ieirfurpr^a?, 'thfat it 

** had fiich a great r^femblnhee to the WrWri^ of the 
" two fiHl^etitiohrd'brethriri',' and a feVeveH thpjiglit 
'* that we had' dompared note* fvith them, or wbuld 
^' nfimiek! thefti. ■ Very Hkr, thiswastbe riafbn that for 
** a long flrtewreneiftrer received in anfwef,' nor were 
*' rpoke to"»boutit by ttre labourers of the congrCga- 
** tion'. Ortly one of them (ad- ronfiefliing to me oc- 
*" cafiohally, vthich -might hare left me Uu little hope. 
'* Yet we were not frighted'oiit'^f it by this", nor by 
'* the reprefentatitm^of the difficult voyagctb, anJman- 
" ncr of livirig- in Greenland, which we heard ertoiigh 
** of by the bye ; but -vri: waited with tranquillity to 
*' fco whether our offer would We accepted ^rrejeaeil. 
" After a confiderable time, the Count of 2fnzendorf 
*' fent for us, and- afked Us^,' ifwe wereftlH of the 
*' fame'thinS ? and when vr6 anfwered him yes, arid 
" affurtfd'hftn, thatwefliould like to go to Greenland^ 
" he adviTdd us to confider once more tht ditficultj' of 
'** o\ir fubflftence there ; but added at the clofe, that if 
" we wotild venture upon it in confidence on otir"Sa- 
'* vioiir, we niight.make rfeadyfor the Journey ifrith 
**'hi9 and" the congregation's . bleflirtg. We ^xpcfled 
*' the titae^-of ou^ being, dlfparched wttli longing, 
" and kept" wbHcing onih' 'our outward calling:' B«f 
■*f anodt^yearpafled, berfore we ■were dilpatched. In 
■" the Olefin time, as'Fftfderic Boehnifh waj goneano- 
-:" thcr long'-jofenfey, CArjfl/j»i>ai'(i got a'defird to 
'*. go'with^itie to Greenland. Our-difmiflion did no: 
Vot. L Y iaft 
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** laft long } only the two laft days the Count had 
*^ fome blefled interviews with me, iuid gave me fome 
** inftmflions about the prelervation of my body and 
" foul from evil, which wer^ an abiding ble^g to 
*' me. 

*^ But as Chriftian David was to come back agarii 
" the year following, I was aiked whtun I Iliould like 
*' for my companion i I deflced mj coulm Cbrifiian 
" ^tach i who accepted the call with joy, and made 
" himfelf ready in hjifle. There was no need of 
** much ■ time nor expence for our etjuipment. The 
" congregation coi^fted chiefly of pporsxites, that 
*' had not much to. give us, and we ou/fdves bad 
" nothing but the necellzry cloaths on our back;* 
** We had been ufcd to make Ihift with a liftU> and 
" did not trouble our heads bow we fliould get to 
** Greenland, or how live there, Tlie day before our 
*' departure, fomething was feiit from a fric^ that was 
" tutor to a gentleman's children at Venice ; ai^d part 
" of this was given us to pay the expence of our 
" journey to Copenlugen. We looked upon purfelvfes 
*.* as richly provided for, Co that we would tajte no- 
'*' thing of any body on the road, and'fimply be- 
" lieved that he who had procured us fomething forour 
" journey ju(l-at the critical junAure, would al(b take 
'* care for every thing requitite to the carrying 
" our purpofe into execution, as foon, as lye fliould 
*' want it. 

*' Neither could any one give us much hifonnatlon 
*' about things, or many inllruAions how we fhould 
*' manage ; for the congregation had as yet no expe- ' 
'*' rience in the afiair of mi0tons, and we were but the 
*< fecond who were commifiioned to try whether the 
*' heathen would embrace the mcHage of peace con- 
" cerning their Creator and Redeemer. Therefore it 
" was Irft to us to ail in all. circumflances, as the 
** Lord and hts Spirit fliould lead us. Only we were 
** admonilhcd to brother I y-love among one another; 
** to honour that old fervant of God, Chriftian David, 
«« as our father, and to make ufe of his counfel ; to 
" offer ourfelves as %ffiftants to that apoftle of the 
Grecnianders 
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** GreenUnda^> Mr. Egcdc, whohad been raifed up 
*' by God in fuch 3 remarkaUe manner, and had been 
** approved through fomany trials, in cafe h:wou!(l 
** and could make uf6 of ns; but if he did not want 
<' our afflftanCe, then not to interrupt him in the leail. 
*• As to the reft, we were to live alone by ourfelves, and 
*' to regulate our domeltic affairs fo, as became a 
•' godly life and converfation. Further than' this, 
** nobody knew any thing to tell us. The fuMequcnC 
" advances, till thihgs arriired to their prefent pitch, are 
" to be afcribed to the ftiperintendency and leading of 
•* that only wife Lord, who has guided and alBft<3 us 
•* from time to time; We neither knew nor imagined 
'* previoufty, how it Was to be. 

*' A little before our fetiing Ont, we were blelTed 
** to our undertaking by Auguftine, the then elder 
•' of the congregation, with impofition of hands ani 
*' pTayet; and thus we departed Jan. 19th, 1733," -ac- 
*' companied with innumerable wifhes of bleffing by 
•' the ccmgfcgation, and wtnt by way of Halle ana 
■* Hamburg to Ekrenfoerde ift Hoiiatia, from whence 
•* we travelled by water to Copenhagen." 

So far the miJfionary's own adcounc. 

{3- 
Here tbey'wftfe rficrired with much love by the friends 
tiiey were recommended to, particularly by profeflbr 
Ewald, a member of the worthy college of miiSons, 
and the king's chaplain Reufs. But their propofal 
of ginng to Greenland, appeared very romantic and ilU 
timed to many, becaufo no one could yet tell whether 
the former miffion and trade to Greenland, which 
was reduced as it were to the laft extremity, would be 
anew encouraged, or at laft totally abandoned ; which 
latter was the moft probable. Again, how Ihould the 
brethren get there ? and, fuppofmg they could be 
conveyed thither by the (hip that might be fent to 
faring back the few people {till engaged in the million 
and tr^c (though even this was uncertain), ftill how 
lliould they fubliK when they were there? TheywouM 
certainly be murdered by the favages, or penfh with 
V 2 hunger. 
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htinger, or Ak by fome contagious 4if(sire, aS moft of 
the colonifts did three years berore- 

III truth, this was no favourable profped. They 
were, however, ilill and cjuiet, looking with fieady coii- 
fidcore to faini *ho had incited them to this eo^erprize, 
and expecting; his aid to execute it. After fomc time 
, they heard, that, notwithftdnding all obftru^ions, the 
king had conlented that one Hiip more {faould go to 
Good'hope ; and that alfo at the fame time the jirll loi^ 
of tbebedchaniber,P)el9, had perfwaded amerchant, one 
Mr. Siver'in, to fend a trading velTeJ on a trial to Dif' 
ko^Kty. The latter waa loon ready, and -was toiatl by 
ibc firft opportunity. Some friends advifed them to 
go in her, partly becaufe it was ftill not certain whe-^ 
ther the Icing's ^ip would go at laA, and if it did, whe- 
ther itwould not bring back the mifltonary and his peo- 
ple now there; and partly, becaufe it would not- be 
(b well to build, as one may iay, on another man'* 
ground, but better to begin z miflion of their own* 
where they would be in ntiody's way, nor thcmfelves 
hindeped by any. At fifil; they inclined a little tothe 
fame opinion ; but, after confidering all circujnflaiice& 
maturely, they came to a refolutiioa to let the mer- 
chant-fhip fail, and to wait for the king's fliip *. 

Being thus come to a determination concerning the 
ineafures' they would take, they m^e their applicltion 
to lord Plefs. Their iirft opening of the matter did 

' * At iirft Tight, one might im^Bc it had been better^ if the bnthren 
kid fettled in a guile new place. Bui the wiHom of PiOYJdence icems 
herein to have idipttd itfelf ID ibe weakness of its children. For I. It 
vrould have beenalxDcft impoflible for them to hwe karat the Greenland 
lanniagf in 4 ftrac^e plade atone by rhemfelves^ iince it pn>ved veiy difficult 
to ttem to learn it when aided by the faithful inftfufliom of Mr, Egede . 
and hi: thtidien, wEwhad grown up atnong llie Gmeahnden; becmultthe 
brahnin wet: all thrcE illiterate nun, and in Ihebc^ni^ the Grecnlwden 
vtn very avede to any intercourfe with theiji. a. They loujd not have 
fublJAtd in temporali, becaulethcyundnltDad neither filhing nor hunting, 
and if they got no provifiofi bjf the fhlp (as experience during the fbllowiat 
yean Afwed might be (he caJe), ihey mull either havel)arved, or retHmcd 
back by the firft Ihip. Not to mention the danger of life that ihiee uo- 
f mcd defencelefi people were eipofej to ainong faviges, who wen Aill con- 
ttnuallyapprehen^ve of revenue from tbeEuropcanc ft/t the murder of the 

. old Nnrwegiani, and who bcGdci hid a liiong appetite far thieving; whicti 
tMBji muiatt bat linct exfciienced to Li; foiiDW. 
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not :ineet iwitji the m^d cordial and ready hearing ; 
for this lord,. 4CCW.di|ig to his peculiar penetration uul 
it(idilguire4 opeOQcTs, ftarted majiy difficulties, both 
whpQ .^lone^with them, and in the prefence of other 
miiBifters, and at laft fent them away -to fome divines 
tobe^xamined- :-Jtinuft certainly have appeared vaftly 
odd to this gentleman, who wplt knew how little the 
learned, indefatigable, faithful and honeit Egede had 
cfei^ed among the in^dels, that young illiterate per- . 
fons fhould expei^ any fiiccefs, efpecially as the modem 
world had not yet feen any inl^ancesoflay-miilionaries. 
But tiotrrithftanding, when be was onCe convinced of 
the good foundation of their fatth, and the uprightnefs 
of their intentions, he got an uncommon love and 
confidence towards them, piefented their written pe- 
tition- with pleafure to the king, and fec<Mided it to 
the ufmoU of his power. He is faid to have alledged 
this tBotive among others, that God hjis in all ages , 
tQad« ufeof the meaneft, moft imprcdiable, nay defpi- 
cable iiUtruments in jhe eye of the wor{d, for accom- 
plifliing the grand d^figns of hi& kjng<lam, tofhewthat^ 
the honour appertains folely to him, and to inure 
mankind not to rely on their own penetration or 
power, but on his benediiflive hand. Hn maidly was 
pieafed to acquiefce in the reprcfemation erf this mi-; 
niller, accepted the voluntary overture o£ the brethren . 
with the moft gracious exprefltons, and ' after the dif- 
ficulties had been once more weighed snd removed, 
he came to a refolutlon lo promote anew the cultivation 
of Greenland and the conver&on of the heathen. He 
not'only permitted thefe three brethren to go tbither aa, 
miffionaries, but alfo defired that more might (bon 
follow them i and was gracious enough to write with, 
his own hand to Mr. Egede, that he fbould receive 
the brethren in a kind and friendly manner, and take 
Care that they were forwarded in their intention, and 
no-ways hindered, in their labour among the heathen. 
This minifter of flatc made them known to fevcral , 
pious perfons of quality, who converfed with them ta 
m Htual edification, and made them a prelent towards 
the expence of their voyage and fettlemcnt in Green- 
hrd, without their foliciution. Among other thiifgSy' 
Y 3 lord 
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lord Plefs afked them, how they propofcd to find diem- 
felves food in Creenluid ? They anfwerad ; Bjr the 
, labour, of their hands and God's bleffing ^ that they 
would build them a faoulc and cultivate tihe land, that 
they might not be burdenfome to any (for they did 
not know then, that the land conlUted almoft of 
nothing but bare rocks). He obje^ed, that there w^ 
no wood there to build with. The brethren replied, 
that they would then dig into the earth, and lodge 
there. " No, fays he, you fliall not be driven to that 
'* fhift, take wood with you and buildahoufe; ac- 
** cept of thefe 50 dollars for that purpofe." Both 
he and feveral other great pcrfonages, who were ^11* 
wifliers, added to their ftock* with whicK they bought 
fome building-materials and other neceflary tbmgs, as 
46 poles, )o dozen of planks, Uths; fome imple- 
ments for hulbandry, for digging of llonel, mafonry 
and carpenters work ; feveral forts of feeds and roots j 
nets, fowling-pieces, flax for fpinning; houfhold 
goods, as iron ftovcs, windows, tin and copper vef- 
&ls, beds, clothing, books, paper and vii^uals. 

§4- 
At lall, on the |otb of April, they went on board the ' 
king's fhip Caritas, captain Hildcbrand commander, 
accompanied with many lincere wilhes of bleJSng from ' 
the court and all benevolent minds. The congrega- 
tion atHermhuth had a. cuflom fmce the year 17291 
before the conmiencement of a year, to compile a little 
annual book containing a text of holy Scripture for 
every day in the fame, and each illuftrated or applied" 
by a verfe out of the hymn-book. This text was 
called the word of the day ; it was meditated upon !'n ' 
fccret by every one, and fpoken upon by the teuJier in 
the publick meeting. Many a time it has been after- - 
wards found, that the word of a day in which a pe- ' 
culiar event has occurred, has had a remarkable coin- 
cidence with it. Thus the word on that loth of ApriJ, 
when our brethren fet fail on a miffion, which often 
feemed to baffle all hope, was Heb. xi. i. Faith it tht 
Juhflance of things hepedfor, the tvidftic^ af things nsifttn. 
** Wc view bim, whom no eye can fee, — withfeith*s 
perfpcilive 
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perfpefliTe ftedfaftly." Iri this confidence they fet fail, 
nor did they fufFer themfelves to be confounded by any 
of the unfpeakable difficulties of the following years, 
till they and we at laft beheld with our eyes the comple- 
tion of what thqy hoped for in faith. 

They had » ipeedy, and, excepting fome tlcirnis, a 
commodious voyage ; they failed by Shetland, April 22d, 
pajnng there out of the north into the weft-fea, or loug- 
reftch, and entered Davis's flraits the beginning of May. 
May 6th they iell among fome floating ice, in a thick 
fog, and the next day were alTaultedby a terrible ftonn, 
but this very ftorm drove the ice fo far afunder, that it 
alfo diffipated their fears. The 13th they fpiedland, 
but the very fame day, after a total eclipfe of the fun, 
there arofe a violent tcmpeft that lafted four days and 
nights, and drove them above 60 leagues back. May 
20th they entered Ball's-river, after a voyage of fix 
weeks. The word of the day was : 7ht peace ef Ged^ 
which pa^h all unierftm^ng^ Jhail keip your hearts and 
mindt threush Chrijljefut. Phil. iv. 7. " Let all our 
*f fcnfes be compofed and quiet." By this they were 
fre<]uently encouraged to a peaceful and believing per- 
ie'verance in patience during the iirft enfuing years, 
amidft all the oppofitions they met with, and the poor 
■profpeft of the converfion of the heathen. 

Wretched as the country looked in comparjfon with 
£urope (for they found fcarce any thing but bare rocks, ■ 
and fteep cliffs covered with ice and fnow), yet they 
rejoiced that they were arrived to the flation Uiey hact 
fo long wiOied for. The light of the iirfl Green- 
landers gave them joy, though they coold not fpeak a 
word with them J their pitiable condition pierced their 
heart, and they prayed the Lord, who is th« light to , 
lighten the gentiles, that he would grant them grace, 
wifdom and povrer, foon to bring fome, if not all, 
out ofdarknefsintohis marvellous light. They were 
much invigorated in this mind, by paJTages which em- 
phatically occurred to them in tneir daily reading of 
the Bible; as for inftance, Rem.xv. 21. " To whom 
" he was not fpoken of,, they ihall fee; and they that 
*' have not heard, fliall underftand." Hei. xi. 27. 
Y 4 « By 
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*' By faith he forfpok Egypt j for he endured, as feeing 
*' him who is inviftblc'."" "' , 

.' 55- 

As foon as they landed, they repaired direflly to Mr. 
Egcde, and delivered the letters of retoijimefidation' 
they had received from fome members of the college of 
milBons. He welcomed tfaem very cordially, con- 
gratulated them to their (indertak^^, and promifcd 
them his beft affiftance in learning the language. 
Then they immediately fcafched the nearift habi'taole 
fearcoafts for a place to build on, and having fixed oh tbe 
fpot, they kneeled down and confecrated it with prayer. 
They fcll to work direftly, to run up a Greenland houfe 
with ftoncj and turf laid between, in which they could 
Iheker tliemfelves and their things from ll^e fnow and 
rain, till they had erefled their wooden houfe. They 
bought an old boat of the captain, that thw might go 
after their ■fuftenance. It was a forward feafon; and 
the fiiowwas melted as much as it ufed to be in June i 
and yet it was fo cold, that the turf often froee in their 
hands. On the 6th of June they had finifhed their 
Greenland hut fo far, that they; could enter it with 
thankfgiving and praife ; and then they pulled down 
the tent of boards, in which they hadbeen obliged to 
creep and flielter themfelves in the interim. They fpcnt 
the reft of the' time till' the departure of the fliip, in 
writing letters. 

Direflly after the (hip was failed, June 15th, they , 
laid the foundation of their proper dwelUng-houfe, for 
which they had brought wood from Copenhagen, and 
in five weeks they advanced fo far as to have one room 
fit to be inhabited. They aifo began totiuilda Green- . 
Jand-houfe for fuch heathens as might peradyenturc 
drop in for iiiftruftion ; but alas ! no one had any in- 
clination for it this year^ nor in fome years nest fol- 
lowing. 

•Now I fliall infert fo much out of their letfers,' xs 

is fufficient t:> exhibit their own hear.t:'i» lituation, and 

. ■ their 
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their uprigbt mind and ardour for the coin'crHon of the 
heathen. 

In a letter to the whole congregation, having firll 
given a brief dercription of the country and its inhabi- 
tants, they fay : *' You may now very well addrefs 
** that faying to us. Should a man iutn lofi hit raadj 
** Lf htm riitr kfe his faith in Gad. Yes, here in 
*' truththe way is tarred up. We retain that for our 
*' daily leflbn : Lit all eur finfts bt csntpoftd and 
" quitt. As to our own perfons, we are very happy, 
" but QUI defire is to win fools, and we cannot gratify 
" it yet. Yet by God's grace we will not defpond, 
" but keep the Lord's watch. When he puts himfelf 
** in motion, we will move on with him, and will not 
** fwerve from his prefence. Let but the time for 
** the heathen come, and the darknefs in Greenland 
" mull give way to the light, the frigid zone itfelf 
" muft kindle into a Same, and the ice-cold hearts of 
*', the peoplci mull burn and melt. Becaufe we know ^ 
** our way is upright before the Lord, therefore our 
^ hearts are not dejected, but we Ijve in chearfulnefs 
** and joy. We are open and manifell before the 
** eyes of the Lord. "Tis'true, all men count us fools, 
" efpccially thofe who have been long in this co'un- 
*' try, ana know this people : but (lUl we rejoice, and 
'" think, where the Breaker is come up before us, there 
•* muft he room to tread and follow, though the ap- 
** pearance may be ever fo adverfe. We hope to rc- 
" main always in' this mind: And even if we IhouM 
*' effefl nothing in Greenland, we will render him the 
" honour dus unto his name, though it fliould be for 
•* nothing eUe but that-wc are bumbled and made low in 
" ouf own eyes. But Jefus, whofe heart is replete 
*' with faithful love towards us and the poor heathen, 
" knows all our ways, and knew them before we were 
** born. Can any honour redound from us to him ? 
** Our fubftance, life and blood are at his f^rvice. 
'* Through his death he has rcftored life to us, has 
** abfolved us from our fins, reconciled us with himfelf, 
*' and has gathered a people that is his property, to 
" fliew forth his praifes. O |bai d^e death of our Lord - 
, ' ' " Jefus 
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** Jefus might bring all men to life, and that all 
** might follow this faithful Ihepherd '." 

Matthew Stach alfo wrote the following animating 
epiftle to his former companions in the houfc where he 
had lived. ** I call upon you my brethren, from a laiut 
*' where the name of Jefus is not yet luiownj and 
•* where the fun of righteoufnefg is not yet arifen. You, 
" live in the bright noon-day, the fun is rifen upon 
** you. Has he now warmM your hearts i Or are , 
" fome of you ftill frozen? The light is (prung up 
*' around you all ; bat he that is not yet arifen to wallE 
*' in the light, better were it for him if he lived in 
•* Greenland, and had never heard of Jefus. For to 
" know what is good, and not a£t accordingly, isa 
** reproach to the truth. The heart of Jefus burns for 
*' love itfter the falvation of men ; and can he let a 
*' foul that is heartily concerned to enjoy him,- go up 
*' and down for four, live or fix years, and not reveal 
" himfelftoit? I cannot believe it, for I have expdri- 
** enced the contrary. When I fought him with all 
*' my power, and wlien my power was infufficient and' . 
*' could exert itfclf no longer, then my eyes ftill fwam 
** in tears, and my heart palpitated with defuse. And 
** when even the fountains of my eyes afforded no more 
** tears, and my heart had no more llrength to beat, 
** in this helplefs mifery the friend of finners came, 
** kifled me in fpirit, and healed the wounds in my 
** confcience. Nor is fuch a trapfa£Kon a mere ima- 
** gination of the mind, but it is a divine power that 
** fills the whole heart. 

** But ye, that have known the Lord Jefus, and 
*' have been wafhed in his blood, let grace replenish 
*' you fully } and as you have tailed ' that the Lord 
** IS gracious, go in the ftrength of that meat, and 
•* conquer in the name of the Lord. My heart is 
*' linked and lifted with yours under the crofs's ban- 
*' nerof the faithful Saviour. To him will I live, to 
** him will 1 die; for nothing can give me joy any 
** more but the name of my Saviour, who has refcued 
"■ my foul from death. Now, my brethren, grow 
** on and flourish in the blefied congregation of the 
** Lord, 
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** Lord, which he hath plantetf for himfdf, and haA let 
** up as a iign among the nationa, as a candle on a 
" candlelHck, manifm before dw eyes of the whole 
<* world in thefc laft dap. The lahration ii great, and 
** the harveft will be glorious, when we have fowed 
*'' much feed, and watered it with many teari. O 
" may one fpur on the other to follow the Ueeding 
** lovmg Lamb without the camp. Spend not your 
*' joy on having trampled the old ferpent benead) yout 
" feet, but rejoice that you are hid in the rock-clefts 
** of evcrlalling love. • Se vigilant, like the lion, diat 
*' cried out: IJiimdupm thi watch. Let your loina be 
" always girded about, and your lamps burning, and 
*■ keep the charge of tfie Lord, which we will ^fo do 
** in Greenland ; for which reafon wc have called our 
** place Neiu-HerrnbKth *. Remember your meaneft 
** brother alvrays in your prayers." 

5 7- 
After th^ had completed their dwelling-houle, they 
began to Kt about thofe forts of labour which were 
necedary for their bo<Cly maintenance, and alio to learn 
the language, in order to a fruitful intercourfe wiA the 
heathens. In the beginning, all thefe thing) were at- 
tended with great difficulties. They got little or no- 
thing by (ithing and hunting ; for they had not been 
trained up to thefe occupations ; neither could they follow 
tlie method erf" the Grcenlanders herein, becaufe tfiey 
could not manage a kajak. When they went out the 
firA time to fearch for wood driven among the illanda, 
they were foori overtaken by a ftorni, and though they 
jeached home with much difficulty, yet in the night 
the wind carried off their boat with wood and all ; how- 
ever the Greenlanders brought it again fome days after, 
though much damaged. They believed, that there was 
a hand of God in it, and that he would teach them, by 
all forts of adverfities, not to enter too far into tem- 
poral cares; therefore they came to a refolution to fol- 
low the example of the Silcfians and Lufatians, from' 

* Varn-^lb fienifia, the Lwd'i ywth, 

wbenoe 
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wlieace they cune, and when other vmrk failed, to eua 
iom&.neceltarics by fpinning. 

Mr. Egede w^ kyid enough to offer them his help, 
as much as poi3U>le, in learning the Greenland lan- 
guage; he gave thetn his written remarks to copy,. 
aiyl ordered his children to explain it. But let any .one 
only imagine, vrhst incredible dijEculties muft befet 

thefe unlearned men j iirft, they had to learn the Da- 
□iih language, before they could underfland their in - 
ftructors ; next, thefe, who had never Teen a Gram- 
mar, muft form a clear idea oC the meaning of the. 
grammatical terms of art, as nouns, cafes,.vert)S, indi- 
cative or conjun£live mood, perfons, We. Then they, 
had to attain a clear comprehenfion of fuch a variety ol'. 
declenftons and conjugation^ in the uncouth Greenland, 
fpeech, diyerlificd into quite unufual moods, and fliU. 
more entangled with fufExes of pronouns active and 
paffive, and to charge their memory with thefe, as well 
as with a large vocabulary of words, the Greenlanders 
having often ten different words for one thing. • There- 
fore it was very natural for them to be often, tired at 
firrt with this fcholarfliip; efpecially as the Green- 
landers would i^ot then enter into the leaft coriverfaiion 
with them, yea even aggravated their hard 'cafe by. 
ftealing away the books thejr had wrote with fo much 
pains i fo that it was juft as if they had been made ufe. 
of by the wicked one, to deprive the brethren of the.' 
moft neceffary mean^ they could hereafter enlploy to 
induce the fouls to defert his vaflalage. B"t their love 
to thefe poor people, and their invariable defire to Jf» 
their fouls refcued, always anituated them anew to fheiy 
dm faithfulncfs in this talk alfo,. At the fame time, 
they wifely refolved, not to fpeak w^ith the favages about.' 
Spiritual things in the beginning, or merely for the feke, 
of exfrciling themfelves in the language, that (hey. 
might not imbibe erroneous conceptions of theChriftian! 
religion by the ignorant or equivocal cxprefTions of the 
lyruiren ; for it mig^t elfe,have occafioned a ftraiige. 
medley of ideas. 

But in the beginning they had indeed very litthop-' 
pottunity of converfing with the Greenlanders, or ijf- 

D . / «» V - ^^^ 
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Tefling any thing among them.' 'It is'tiMe, theVe were 
at that time at BaH's-river aTwiit 106 families, which 
might confift of near 2OOO fouls:'But they were dif- 
perfcd among the ' Mlands and the hills - to ftfti, catch 
feals, and hunt deer ; and towards -winter they were 
4ifed to gofonte 60, nay fome 200* leagoes north "V 
-ftnitti, to their acquaintance-. Thcrefoie the brcthirh 
'i'oon law, there would be fcarce any coming at them ih . 
this continual- wandering way, and even If feme whole- 
some reflection (faould be railed in them by an acciden- 
tal i^fcourft;- k wouM fiwn be diffipated again out of 
thciJ regartlefa -Tolirtile minds. Neither couW they 
Kithtrto be perfuaded or tempted by ahy advantages to 
■ftiy at the crfony, or at leaft not loiig j for of thofe 
v^ had been baptized, only two boys ?nd iwo girh 
ccHiM be kept there.'; Some indeed called upon ihe 
brethren astheypaffed by (ometimes, biit only out of 
curiofity, to fee their hinldings, ot- to beg nails, fifti- 
-hooks, knirts and,- fiich things from them, if not to 
-fteml. If "the 'brethren went to them on the iflands, 
-they AiUom fouiid any one who would entertain them, 
Wen if they offered to pay them for it ; and inftead of 
Entering into difcoorie with them, they were continu- 
ally alking, whether they would not foon go away 3- 
■gaiaf • . 

5 8- 
- Yet' all thefe were comparatively but fmall obftacles, 
'Wh>£h exercifed their courage, but couM not deprefs it. 
But (bon after, in the firft year, fuch a heavy trial be- 
■fel thfem as they could not have borne up againft, tf 
there had not been given them from above a ftedfaftnefs 
in hope, where there was nothing.more to hope for. 
This was, a terrible morulity that threatened the de- 
flruftion of the whole nation like a plague. It hap- 
pened thus : Two of the fix Oreenlanders that had 
been taken to Denmark two years before, were ftiU 
alive, a boy and a girl, and as they alfowere unhealthy, 
they were fent back to their native country by this 
yeai** veflel. The girl died at fca, the boy came, in 
all appearance, well home t but foon after , a fick- 

nefs 
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d£& bi(^ out On him, vbich w«b Joc^ed upon to bi 
only an eruptkm,' but after goufg ap snd down among; 
his country-follu andinfefUng thmi, be di«d of H u» 
September. The next that foUosrcd him, wu the 
Greenland boy Frederic Cbriftian, a paiticular ^your- 
ite of Mr. EgedCy whom, after nine ycin inftru^on^ 
he had brought lb far. as to be able to ufe hka aa cate- 
chift among the children. He could alfo fpeak Dasfflv 
and had leamt to read, and waa of great fervke to 
him in composing hii Greenland grammar^ and trafl' 
flating the Sunday-lefibu out c^ Ac gofpd*. In the 
beginning, oo body knew what itSof^ ^ wa*, nor any 
remedy nw it, till it WM endent in a ioy tit the ctAo* 
ny, wbam thej could dulr attend, that it wai the 
Ibull-pox. tar, Egede difpoiadted ai^ cxpicb everf 
where round the country, to warn the (^eenlanden 
and delire them to ftay in thrir own i^acea, as tbqr 
that were already infcded could not tk*pt ; he alu» 
advifed thofc in uninfefled placet not to let any fug^ 
tives come upon their land> left tKey mig^ bein^b- 
ed too. But alas, all hii admonitions wve in. vailK 
Thofe who bad caught the diftemper, . but did pot ytt 
lie down, fled, and the country was every where opea 
before them, die Grcenlanders not being ufed to refulie 
ftrange gudls. Confequently the diflcmper fpread 
jnore and more. 

It was a lamental^e circumAance to thefe poor peo- 
ple, diat were not uled to this difeaf*. As the finaQ- 
pox would not rifi;, they endured excruciating pain, 
heat and thirft ; for the Greenlanders ^onftitutions are 
naturally very hot ; they would aljay this heat with 
large draughts of tce»water, though they were warned 
againft it ; by this they were difpatched fo haftily that 
few out-lived the third day. Seme flabbed themfelves, 
or plunged into the fea, to put a Ipeedy c^d to their 
torment. One man, whofe fon had died, ftabbcd his 
wife's iifter,'^ in the mad prefumption that ilxe had be- 
witched him to death. Nay the Europeans had reafon 
tQ fear an aflault (^efpeciaUy as a fhallop gone abroad 
to trade ftayed out beyond the time], becaufe the Greed- 
landers accufed them as. the caufe of this peflj and 
they 
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Ibey were confirmed in it by the dream of jui old 
wonuui, that tjie Greenlander Charlef , vrho came back'. 
from Copenhagen, would murder all his country-peo- 
ple. Here I ipud fat pafs over a particular ette£l of 
imagination : A Grecnlander came from a quite heal- 
thy place to vifit his ftfter at the.coI<»iy : fieforehefec 
his foot on Ihorc, he thought he faw her apparition, 
which lb frighted him that he rowed back, fel) Jlck di- 
reflly, and infeded the pec^le where he dwelt. 

yet though they were Involved in fo much mifery, 
and though death ftared them in the face, thefe poor peo^ 
pie continued in their ufual way of inattention and ob- 
duracy. No reflexion and no caution was to be 
thought 9f, much lefs any concern about the prefent 
or future condition of their fouls. Nay, the living drd 
not bewail, as otherwife ufual, the death of their near- 
eft relations. The old people indeed, cried to God 
in their dLftrefs as well as they knew how i but when 
not with (landing it grew worfe, they uttered impatleiu, 
defponding, nay blafphemous fpeeches, would hear of 
■ po patience nor refignation to the will of God, nor 
accept of any admonition [o coc^imit their fouls to 
the faithful Shepherd, but died away in their ua- 
bcUef. 

One may cafily imagine how Mr. Egede felt in this 
woeful cafe. He did not fit ftill, but went conti^iually 
. about every wher^ fometimes alone and fomctiuies in 
■ the cofnpany of our brethren, or fent his fon to inftruA 
and comfort the poor people, and to prepare them for 
death. They found in mojl places nothing but empty 
depopulated houfes, and im^uried corpfeS| fome with- 
in, and fome without the houfes lying in the fnow, 
which they covered with ftones. In one illand they 
found only one girl with the fmall-pox upon hw, and 
her three little brothers. The father, having iirfi bu- 
ried ail the people in that place, laid bimfelf and his 
fmalleft fick child in a grave raifed with ftone, and or- 
dered the girl to cover him with fkins and Hones, that 
he might not be devoured by the foxes and raVens ; fjicn 
fheand the leftofthe children were to live on a couple 
of feal* and fome dried herrings that were left, till they 
1 coulA^getto the Europcuu. Accordingly Mr, £gede 
'.' ^ fent 
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font for tbcm to the colony. He lodged all the lick 
that fled to hrm, and our brethren followed his exam- 
ple. They laid as many in their own rooms and fleep- 
ing-chambers as they would contain, and attended and 
nurfed them as well as thby could ; ^though the iiifuf- 
ferable ftench of the Tick and dying afFe£tcd their own ' 
health very much. Many a one was touched with a 

■ grateful impreltion by fiich evident proofs of love, 
which were more than they ever expeilcd cv«i from 
their own country-people ; and ohe man^ who had 
always derided them in his healthy days, faid to the 
minifter before his end : '* Thdu haft done for ns 
** what our own people would not do ; for thou haft 
** fed us when we had nothing to eat, thou haft bu- 
** ried our dead, who would elfe have been confumcd 
" by the dogs, -foxes and ravens •; thou haft alfo in- 
** ftru6ted us in the knowledge of God, and haft told 
** us of a better life." It muft alfo have been a joy 
to him to perceive in fome children, whom he had 
baptized, arefigned expe£Ution of death, and a com- 
fortable hope of a refurreflion to that better life. Oiir 
brethren made ufe of this opportunity to fpeak to tht 
hearts of fuch poor creatures as fled to them, or whom 
they brou^c from the illands, as well as fuch mtvices 
in the tongue could make them underftatid by words 'and 
iigns. They perfuaded one boy to ftayconftantly wiich 
them, that he might be of fervice to them in leai^mg ' 
thelangu^ ; but as fooh as he was out of danger, 
there was no keeping him. 
In this manner did this virulent contagion rage from 
'September 1733 to June 1734, and perhaps longer ftill. 
It fpread, as far as they could learn, 46 leagues north, 
«nd almoft as far fouth. When the Agents went afiter- 
ward* to trade, they found all the dwelling houli^s 
empty for 30 leagues North. In the diftrict for 9 
leagues round the colony, the number of the dead i- 

-mounted in January 173410500, though niaiiyQrcen- 
landers took flight In the very beginning : fro^ hence 
we may form fome judgment of the numbers that weft 
carried off in ■ all other places till June { Mr. Egede 
computed them at two -or three thouland.' In the 
iiftriA#fBjiUVriver, -only eight -recorertdfAm the 
difetfe. 
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difcafe, and one hoy who had a hole in his fid^ 
through which the deadly matter found vent, efcaped 
free from it. 

5,. 

As the nation now fcemcd to be entirely extirpated, 
the country about New-Herrnhuth forfalcen, and de- 
famed at a diftance as a place of peftilcnce ; the pooc 
brethren might well be damped in their courage. But 
et they did not ftray from their point, becaufe they 
lad often before now beheld and adored the wondrous 
ways of God, .and had learnt experience and firmneJs 
by many tribulations and advcrHties. They came firom 
a place, where they had Teen with their own eye» the 
accomplilhment of that text : " He calleth thofe things 
** which be not, as though they were •." And ac 
their impulfe to go among the heathen was not the 
production of yellerday, nor the premature growth of 
iced fown upon a roclc, fo it could not foon wither 
away. They were firmly refolved to wait many years, 
if it was only for the fake of one foul. Therefore, 
when fome people advifed them to jo back, becaufe, 
as the land was depopulated, they would wafte their 
time in vatn ; they could anfwer them with franl^efs 
and courage : '* God's ways are not man's ways ; he 
** that called us hither, can ftill accomplifli bis aitn 
"by us." 

^Their reafon would not allow Attn to thinlc that 
this contagion was a fortuitous event, becaufp no fpar- ^ 
row falls on the ground without God's will. Neither 
was it clear to them, that God bad chaftifed this poor 
nation fo feverely for their infidelity, becaufe his long- 
fufFerlng and mercy difplayed itfelf in fuch an unde- 
niable manner towards them themfelves, and all ChriC* 
tendom, who lived under the bcft inftruiftion ai^ 
knowledge. " The matter is amylleryto us, (they 
" write) we know not-what is befl to pray totheLord 
" for, whether that he Ihould let them live or die. It 
" may be that God would preferve a holy feed in foms 

* Somebody g«t tbcfc mrdt .engnmd ertr « copfcr-flits of Htmi' 

Vof . I. . Z '• ei^ht. 
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" eight, as he dJd at the dtlugt. May the Lofi 
*' teach us only to believe, and to veiieriitc his fecrtt 
** ways." 

But to proceed, they all three fell ficlc themfdves 
too, one after the other. As Toon as they had put 
their habitation in order, they were inftfted with aii 
eruption, which fo encrcall-d in the winter, that 
they could fcarcc move their limbs, and ofttn were 
obliged to keep their bed. Very probably it was the 
fcurvy, fo common in the northern counlrles, which 
might the luoiicr condenfc and -corrupt their blood, as 
a ledcntary life fuddenly followed very hard labour ^ 
for they were obliged to go out of their common road, 
and fit writing continually in a damp cold houfe ; or 
poOibly they might have been affefled by the intolera- 
ble fmcll of the dying Green lajiders, which in all like- 
lihood haftt-ned the death of Mr. Egcde's wife. How- 
ever, one of them could always be up to nurfe the reft, 
and to go with the colony's boat to vifit the fick faVages. 
Mr. Egcde behaved towards ihcm like a true friend, 
and his wife never omitted fending (hem fome refrelb- 
mcnt or cordial when fte herfelf had any ; fo that 
ihey were often fcfupulous of accepting the many 
kindnellcs with which they were loaded. 

Thus, in the teginning of their mifllon, they had ve- 
ry great ftraits to pafs through. They wrote as fol- 
lows conc^niiig it : *' We are at prefent in a fclwol 
*' of faith, and fee not the leaft profpeft before 
*' us. We can perceive no trace of any thing good 
" among the heathens, no not fo much as a figh, and 
*' the poor creatures find death where lUey fliodld 
." have found life. As for us, let us look where vvc 
." will, we fee nothing In ourfelvcs but mere poverty 
** and mifery without and within. Without, we find 
'* not the bodily llrength and ability reqtiliiteto Hand - 
*' it out iji this land; this is a gift to be yet beffow;- 
** ed upon us irom the hand of God. At prefent wc 
*' are feverely handled by ficknefs, though we believe 
** that our conflitutions will only be purged and 
** feafoned by it, that we may be able to endure the 
*' more in the fervicc of theLord. We acknowledge 
" italfo as k peculiar kini Providence, that our fick- 

nefs 



tv Google 



RlLATtON OF NbAV^HeRRNHUTH, I733. JJ^ 
•* nefs was to wait till we had removed into our houfe. 
** Within, every thing that Could fpriiig from human 
*• good- will, eveh oUr alacrity to learn the language, 
'• is fallen away ; nbthing, but what grace has 
*' wrought, abides by us. Our Lord beft knows why 
** he ftdtioned upon this poft the moft feeble and In- 
*' experienced, and fome of us fuch, as had but juft be- 
" gun to pfofpcr among you. However, we'will re- 
'* main In this fchool, where we muft contend who 
*' Can believe beft, even in the prorpe<£t of nothing but 
'* human impoffibilities ; yes, here we Will ftay tifi Je- 
" fus helps us as helplefs ones, neither will we be 
•* concerned for any thing but to pleafe him. What 
" gives us hope is, that God fuffers his children to 
*' pafs through ftraitg to the mark in view ; and our 
" joy is, the rememhring and being remembred by 
** the many children of God in Europe," 



Thb Second Year 173^ 

s - 

IN fuch troublous circumftances Wai the firft 
year pafled over, and the fecond begun. With re- 
fpeu to the ficknefs of the brethren, when fpring 
caitie and they couM get their excellent rcurvy-grafs, 
thej%ccaverea pretty well. JBut the mortality conti- 
nued among the Greenlanders till after Midfummef;' 
therefore feldom any were to be feeni Yet the bre- 
thren never interipitted vifiting as much as pofljble the; 
few Hill left in tbefe patts, not only when they went; 
a lifliing, hunting or gathering wood, but alfo on fomf; 
voyages purely far that purpofe. I find eight fuch tak- 
en notice of in this ycar^ partly undertaken alone, and 
partly in concert With their neighbours. They werg 
obliged to perform moll of their voyages in winter, of- 
ten in the cxtremeft cold, becaule the Grccnlander^ 
arc feldom met with at home in fummer, 

Chriftian David undiiMook the furtheft voyage fouthr. 

Ward this year, from the nth to the lift of March, 1 9, 

company of the traders j he would alio have gone nortJii, 

afterwards, but could not. His aim on this voyage 

Z 2 was 
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was to enquire into the circumftances of the country, to 
fee if the contagion fiill prevailed, and where molt of 
the Green landers refided both winter and fummer j to 
declare to them, as much as poflible, the joyful meC- 
fage concerning Jefus, and to invite them to vifit us. 
For many leagues at firil they found no people, but 
inUcn houfes, and many unburied bodies, with new 
cloaths and tools lying by them. The fecond day a 
high wind brought them into great danger of their lives 
among ice and rocks, but after much labour and dif- 
ficulty they got to land through the ice. After fpend- 
ing three days and three nights in the open air and 
(harp cold, and waiting in vain for a better wind, thfy 
tjioughl to go back to an ifland inhabited by Green- 
Vanders, but the ice forbad their approach to land j 
therefore they were obliged to forfake their boat, and 
to walk full two leagues over the ice to another iflahd, 
where tbcy^found five iHhabited-GrseHland houiie^-and 
there Chriftian David and the boatmen were forced to 
ftay ten day's. The Greenlanders behaved friendly to 
• him, defired to learn his name and its fignification, 
looked at his book [the Bible), wondered hew be could, 
□nderftand God's will by that, and would be glad to 
know fomcthing about it. But be could be of little 
ferviceto them, for want of knowing their language. 
They ran about after him every where like children^ 
and were very forry at parting with him. 
■ His defcription and judgment of them is to the- 
following purport : " According to outward appear- 
*' ance, the life they lead is angelic, in companion of 
" our European Chriftians. And yet it may be faid of - 
** them, that they live without God in the world, and 
f what they have hitherto heard of God, is like a chip 
" to them. It is all one to them, whether one fpcaks 
" of him or lets it alone, or whether we fing a hymn 
*' or they a fong. I could not perceive the leaft ftir- 
** ring in them. Their intellectual faculties are fo 
" weak and dull, and To tndifpofed to reflection, that 
** they cannot form the leafl idea of a Divine Being, 
•* and confeqiiently have ,no religion. Senfitive as 
** .they »rc, yet ihey feem, to be almoft dcfiitute of 
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V palBofiE, And their nature is not eaGly enflamed or 
*' ftirred up. They know of nothing but Greenland 
" finery and good eating, and as they know no other 
" fubjeft of difcourfe but-the beads they ufe for food, 
^^ fo tbey areas brutal aud ftupidas the bealls them- 
*' felvcs. They aflbciate with their like, love their 
** young" like the bealb, and know of no other fort, of 
" culture to be fpent on them. They looik upon us 
" as another race, not belonging to their fpecies. Now 
" whether thele people can be rei^dcred- capaUe 9f faith, 
*' Qod only knows," 

The brethren {aw very few Grcenlanders tlus year^ 
fxcept when they went abroad a vifiting, becaufe 'th» 
dread of an epidemical malady ftill continued ; and if 
one or another came cafually to them, it was only 
from fome external motive, to barter or beg fomei- 
thtng, if not even to defire ferviccs that the bretbren 
c^uld not render them. For inftance, a young man 
demanded their afliftance to recover by force of arme 
his wife who had been feduced away. The affair was 
thus : A father had ^iven his daughter to a Grecn- 
la^der to wift, but as he htrnfelf a Uttle afterwards rnar? 
fied a widow who had a fon, he took his daughter 
;iway from him and gave hpr to- his Acp-fon. i&lf a 
yeaii after, ^^^ firfthulband recoverd his ftolen wif^ by 
art and force, and now the ftep-fon would, havQ the 
Europeans help to take away ^he woman frpijr\,hcr firft 
hufl)and. . 

Towards the endoftheyear, fqme in the neighbpur7 
,hood iliewed their faqes again ; tbey put on a very 
friendly countenance andwere full of flattering fpeech- 
es, by which they endeavour to- footh the .Europeans 
to liberality, becaufe 'tis ^ ma^e to, ti)Ctfi to beg any 
thing. As long as you talk,>>»ith tl>em ai^out,feal-:catch- 
ing, or fatisfy their eifquirjes about the;iiat^ of other 
countries, they will heaf yo\t with pleaAire^ But when 
the bretbren began about converfton, they grew drow- 
fy, or fet up a fliout and ran away. If the brethren 
went in company with the minifter, they could indeed 
perceive more refpe£t towards his perfon, and they fre- 
Z3 quently 



D,3,t.zedtv Google 



342 HISTORY Olf GREENLAND B.V.. 
quently fald to the truths he propounded ; *' O yes, we 
*' believe it all;" nay they defired more vi firing and 
inftruiting. But one could difcerp from many cirgum- 
' fiances, that It was, if not diflimulation, however, no 
more than a perfonal venerarion for him; tlie follow- 
ing plainly flieWs it. When one of the other Danift 
Miflionnries (for Mr- Egede got three helpers this 
year) tolj them the hiftory of the cr^tion, ^c. till the 
days of Abraham, and they had given their wonted af- 
•fcnt, " We believe it perfeflly ;" then they began tQ 
relate the infipid fables and marvellous exploits of their 
angekoks, and alked the Miilionary whether he believed 
that ? Upon his anCwering no, and alledging as a rea- 
fon, that it was inconfiftent with common ferifc and 
'probability, then they replied : *' If thou wilt not be^ 
•' lieve us upon our word, thou muft npt defirc us 
*" tQ believe what wc cannot cpmprchend upon thy 
■*' word.'**' 

.'■■,. 5 J- 

His J-oyal.oiajcfty had, becii graciqufly pleafed to de-. 
fir';, that more brethrcii might be fent to Greenland ; 
In conformity to this, and to fulfil the promife made to 
the firft niillionarics at their departure, two 'helpers 
were font to them this year. One of them, Frtder'nk 
B^ebiii/h had (as I mentioned before) agreed with 
Matthew.Stach in 1^31 to go to Greenland, and had 
maie known his inclihation in writing. But as the 
brethren could come to no cenarnty about this miffion 
at that time, he went on another journey in 1732, but 
on his vray back received a letter from Herrnhuth, de- 
firing him to haften home, becaufe they thought to 
give him a call to go to the Negroes in St. Thomas's. 
But he came too late to go with the company that then 
went to the Weft-Indies. However, he was aflced, if 
he had not a mind to go by the firft opportunity to St. 
Thomas's ? he anfwercd, that he (hould rather like to 
follow his firft propofal to go to Greenland, Accord- 
ingly, after mature dcJiheration, the congregation gav? 
him a call thither, and offered hirp the' choice of the 
two brethren Diniel Shncider or John Beck for a 
corApanion ; and he chofc tlie latter, . John Bai, evea 
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at the difpitching of the Bffl meflengers, had formed 
the refolutioii to follow them, and was again excited 
u> ithy a letter of Matthew Stach from Green)ai)d,i 
and Itncc then had lignified his purpofe to rhe tlders. 
Therefore he accepted his call without any further de- 
muir ; neither did he ever repent it, for it has been 
crotvned with abundant fruit. After a month's pre- 
paration, they were expedited in a congregation>-con- 
fcrence or veftry *, and were blefs'd by the elders with 
impofition of handG, prayer and fuppUcation ; and 
then they fet off March loth for Berlin, where tha 
king's chaplain Jablonfky, biihop of the brethren in Fo« 
land, {hewed them much love, and wilhed them tha 
^leJKng of God in their undettidcing. They profecut- 
cd their journey from thence by way of^ Lubec to 
Copenhagen, where they arrived by (bip April lA. 

§ 4. 

There they were received indeed in a very kind man- 
ner ; But when they mentioned their voyags toGreen- 
j^nd, they met with many difficulties. Therefore thejr 
drew up an humble petition, which came into his ma- 
jefty's hands, and was backed by the Baron von Soc^ 
lenthal governor to his royal highnefs the hereditary' 
prince, who had feveral times interrogated the bre- 
thren concerning their voyage and intentions. Soon 
after, the. king's gncious refolution was Agnified, 
nunely that the two brethren fliould have their paflags 
.without any further difficulties, and at free-coft. 

Three ihips went this year to Greenland, one of 
0em put in at Goodhope, and brought a new Daniflt 
Miffionary Mr. Ohnforg ; ttre fecond failed for Difko, 
and took Mr. Bing a|id Mr. Egede's eldeft San, who 

* The number of che caDgr^ation-mnnben bdng TnuU at tha; thrft 
ll was cullomaiy in alt affairi that concerned the coi^regitiop and iti mem^ 
ben, unang which the miflioiu were Ea be rcclcaoeil, firH to acquaint the 
coolennce of elderi ind their affilluit] therewilh, who inched ihe nut- 
ter dulj>, and then lo bring it bcTow t|i« ctuigrcgaiian-coDicreBCC, or ibf 
whole body of men that wen tomiDunicanCs, to gather their ihoughti 
■bout ii } and If there wai an uaanimoui con^t, to tcfolve apvn it. Or 
il only one had an ob;c£tion, lod tha;t 9f fuffiricnt vtigbi, t« lit jjl 
tt.'pf. , ' 

Z 4 went 
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went from Greenland to Copenhagen m 1731, to profe-' 
cime bis ftudies, and now returned as Miffionary of the 
i;olony to be ete&ed at Difko. The third was loaded 
with the building-materials for this colony; and our 
Wctbrcn went on board her. They had a voyage far 
from agreeable, for, befides hard ufage, they were 
ebliged to put up with a great deal of mockery and' 
abuuvB language ; which I cannot omit briefly men- 
tioning in this view, that our brethren, who crofs the 
feu to the heathen In thefe pt«fent days, may be the! 
more warmly excited both to praifc the Lord, and to 
due acknowledgement towards the people they have 
to do with, when thqy not only caii fit in their cor- 
ner unmolel^cd, but enjoy many tokens of love and 
friendfliip from a clafs of men, that formerly took all 
imaginable paifis to teizc and torment their predecefforJ 
on uich voyages. 

May 17th they fct fail from Copenhagen ; June 
3d they pafled Shetland, And from thenceforward had 
moftly fogs. When the fog cleared up oil the 17th of 
^ulic, they law themfelveG in the greateft danger of 
their lives in the mJdft of the ice, and the wiftd high. 
Very happily the wind fell foon &fter, and they had 
^ft time enough ta tack aboat and to fail into the open 
fea.' The word of dte d)^Was very remarkable to our 
brethren, iV, imiii. rg/ " He delivered me, bccaufe 
** he delighted in me." as vrell is that of the next 
day, P/.v. 9. ** Make Ay way ftraight before my 
•* face 1" whertto wfc iddcd, " Lord, open thou, let 
•* nought impede^ WhSre we A *hy conimand fidould 
f* treid j thou canft makti r«iOm and fteps to pafs, even 
*' thrb' rough and pathlefs ways." Jijly ad thcyfaw 
the ficft land^ the 5th they pailtd the latitude of Good- 
hope, but the 6th and 7th they had a violent ftorm. 
At DiftO'ifland Chrillian David came to them with 
the veflel from Good-hope ; he was going to aSA ai 
carpenter in ere^ing the new colony. Having wel- 
•.eomed one another in the moft cardial manner, and 
jctated what the Lord had done for them fincc they 
faw each other, they entered the haven July i^th, lent 
fome help towards building the colony Chriftians-hopc, 

and 
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and ,J«tumed the 25th with Capt. Jacob Benzen tO: 
Good-hope * where they arrived Aug. 8th. 

55- 

Before our three brethren in Greenland conid be in- 
^med of the difpatch of thefe two helpers, Chrifttan 
David and Chriftiui Scach began to think of returning 
by the tirft fliip, becaufe diey knew not what they 
Could ib in a land that feemed entirely to be depopu^ 
tote^, and where the fmall remnant left dtd not ihew: 
the lekft token 6f any inclination or mcetnefs for the. 
kingddm of God. But Matthew^ Stach could not re- 
Iblve to go away. He bften thought of a text, that haA 
made a deep imprclTian upon him when he perceived 
the firft impulfe to go to Greenluid, viz. /tt the eve~ 
ning k Jhall be light. (Zach. xiv. 7.) Therefore he 
had determined even to ftay alone, and Mr. Egede had 
offered to take c^re of him as long as he himfclf (hould 
ftay there. But when the firfl fhtp brought them th« 
acco*nt that two aififtants were coming, and they werft- 
afcertained both' of the congregation's intention t<> 
fupport the ffliffion to Greenland, and repeatedly afTur-^ 
fid of 'the king's- good- pleafiire toivafds them, ^y took 
Coumge afivm,-expe^ed their compahions with long- 
ing, and engaged themfelves with diem to awlit'the 
gloryof ilhel^rd irfthis ro^h poll with patient hope^i 
> After that, they applied to their bufmefs, and particu- 
larly to learn the language with uiuted forces. They 
thought once of building a houfe on one of the moft 
inhabited Iflands, and that a couple of them by turns 
fliould dwell there with the Gre^niandcrs, and fo ac- 
quire the l^gu^. But from this they were hindereJ^ 
sn'd \trere (Aliged io acquire it only by frequent vifits U> 
the nativtt, andbyfludying a grammar vaftly difficult 
for illiterate people ; however young Mr. Eeede, who 
had learned the language from the Greenlanden while 
a child, and had atuined a great readinefs In ity pro- 



■ Mr. PaulEf^ ajfe wMit mcb Ihii (hip to Good'bopcto rifitbiipa- 
fOi'a, and Hayed with them till lyjfi. Then he wenttaCbrilliaM-hope 
tgain, and preridulOTerthat miiliantilt 1740. H« pnbliOie^ a jouinai of 
It, entitled: Cuitmimkiitf Rilaiiaimmtitt^lititia Gr^nlMdiit Ml^ 
ms-Tilpaiid Jra Axt, 17J4 lil 1740. 
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mired -to: lend themi hand very faithfully, aiul to pmc* 
tile with them twice a u^eck in German and Green-^ 
laiidilli. 

At the fame time they' laboured diligently to main- 
tain themfelvcs, as much as polBble, in the Greenland 
mode, andtolcllen the fupplies wanted from abroad. 
And God imported his blelEngtoit, fu that they im- 
proved in theartofAfliingmDreand more, Godwasalfb 
pkafed to avert an impending misfortune from their 
habitation, in that only two brethren being onc9 at 
home, one of them thought he heard a knocking 
without, and whai he went out, he perceived that 
ihn chimney was on Brc ; Which they happily quenched, 
though with a great deal of trouble, being obliged to fetch 
tfic water amufket-fliot from the houfe out of the fea. 
' Theyn<)walfo regulated their daily meetings for cdi- 
iication, in a ttiore. orderly manner; and befide the 
hour for prayer and finging, appointed an hour every 
day for reading (he holy Scripture «nd meditating 
Aorson, in which, they, began at this time with the 
epiAlc to the Re/turns. Befides this, each of them, 
along with his daily work and the meetings, chofe.fomQ 
articular time, as well by day as iiight, wherein tq la)^ 
before the head in lecret prayer and converfc witli 
God, .his defir«s for. himfelf, his brethren, and alt 
€hildrett:.of God all ore/- the earth, and to fupplicate 
hiK ble^ng al(b tow^s thdr Icarritng of the language, 
and their fuccefsful labour among the heathen, . 

The third YeaR, 1735. 

I, N this manner they began the third year in Grecn-^ 
land. They had as yet but littk opportunity *to 
labour on theheathcn, therefore their chief wintcr-oc- 
cupatioti was the learning the language; but the more 
they.underftoodof its nature, the greater diflicultiea 
they foiind, efpeciaUy as they would .be no longer (a- 
tisfied with the common plirafes which might be learnt 
in converfation with the Greenlanders, but now began 
to translate Scriptural aqd direct words about convcr- 
litjnto Go4, aiidthe ftate of a heart that hath received 
. grace, 
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grace. They were unlearned people, and were pofi- 
tivcly told by the grammarians, that it would not be 
poflible tQ tranflate- any but.hiftorical pieces, as the 
GrecnUtiders had no expreflions for moft of the topics 
of the holy Scripture, and could not form the leaft 
idea of Spiritual things. Yet they were not frighted 
?t this difcouraging account, but in a few years by 
God's hejp, and by frequent enquiries of the Green- 
landers, they proceeded further in this tongue than 
they themfelves could imagine in the beginning; efpe- 
cially after fome of the natives laid hold of the truth, 
and found words, themfelves, to utter fuch concerns of 
their hearts as were before unknown to them. 
' They bad propofed to have changed their dwelling 
this year from its prefent place, where very few Green- 
landers had appeared, to a placewhere they ufed mollly 
to refide in fummer as well as winter. But Upon 
clofer enquiry they found, that the Greenlanders fel- 
dom remain -longer than a couple of years in the bell 
places, bccaufe- their variable difpofition leads them 
from South to North, an^ back again ; 2nd that Ball's- 
riter was not only the centre of the country, but alfo, 
though deftitqte of fome things, yet was provided 
with the moft, and the moft neceflary requifites for 
■Greenlanders, and therefore would be always the beft 
plitcc of general refort for the natives. Therefore 
they concluded to abide there, and to apply to the con- 
•gregation in Herrnhuth for a couple of married people 
to take the charge of their houfhold aflairs, that they 
might be the lefs hindered in dqing their work abroad, 
ifl learning the language, and viluing the heathen. 



In the mean- time Ghriftian David undertook the 
-houlhold bufinefs for the moft part, becaufe he was 
too old for learning the language and making voyages, 
■ and V3S alfo ftill troubled with the fcurvy, and belidcs 
he had refolyed to go back with the firft Ihip, to do 
his beft in £urc^e in favour of the Greenland bre- 
thren; as accordingly he did this year. The other 
four brethren divided themfelves in their vifi ting- voyage j. 
I lind nine fuch excurlioiu noted down this- year ^ fe 
. thu 
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that each of them got ap opportunity of learning the 

ciTcumftanccs of the Country, the internal and extcmat 
condition, morals, cuiloms and language of the inha>, 
faitants, £nd, as much, as pollible, of fowing z feed hcrq 
and there in hope. But as they were malting prepa-< 
Tatton to execute fuch a defign in March, and were, re- 
joicing in the profpeil of their vifi ting- voyages, the 
only women's-boai they had left, was lifted up front 
the ground by a violent tempcfl, was carded fome 
hundred paces in the air, and dalhcd to pieces ' againft 
4 rock. This brought ihem into a fad dilemma; but 
ihcy were comforted from the Bible with that text ; 
*' Hitherto hwh the Lord helped us." And he helpe^ 
thenvftill further; for Mr. Egfde waskind enough to 
■ give them, an old European boat, and materials to re^ 
pair It, and ,in cafe they ftioi'ld not have hands enough 
to man it fometimes^ he lent them a little boat tg 
fol]ow their calling in the neighbourhood, and <ool( 
them frequently with him to vifit the heathen. 

Matthew Stach and Chriflian Stach, undertook; the 
furtbpft voyages this year; the firft wei)t,,in,March, 4c 
leagues towards the South, and the . lail; the i^mf 
diftance towards the North, both of them in .company 
of the tradecs, to whom their afliftancc .was..npt un- 
welcome in their difficult arid dangerous. pafTages, la^ 
tended with cold, rain, mow and contrary win^s. for 
feverarieafues they found nothing bu^ (lec^yed lv>ff^ 
whoCe inhabitants were 'dead, and fome ,dpgs who had 
kept themfelves alive for ihefe two years in -the gfc^t 
cold by eating iheoldteiit-lkinsandiacll-filh. ,Atiir(b 
the Gieeplandcrs looked upon the J)rethren to be thp 
favor's feirants, becaufc they faw that they readily laid 
their hand to every R>n of work, and on that account 
ttiey- flighted theDr *. Sut wbes they ooderiteod 

that 

*! The GiteDlinden make no diftiiifliaa of peiraiU aMDbc Auxftittf, 
^ccpt cilliiw the father of ihe family Nalegak, f. i. mt&a, and ihoie 
(bat »« hireS by him for theit'malMen'inK Kii^; /. r. fCTvants, thoo|b 
thej dq wt futibilanu with uij cDntrnipt; Imt ckejr an; quits JiSbtiic 
in th^C °°ti'^ of ftni>Eei3. They diii:^!)' enquiie uhois the ma$erj Ud 
then converfe pieferatly with him, reclcon the reft ts his fervanls, ud 
look fcarnfuUy upon them. Oar brethren were fent ta carry the Gofpel 

toibco. Had die CnealiiidcnlwfcedupwttKBi.ai thclovaatscf otbcs. 
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that they did not come hither to trade ivitb them, but 
to make them acquainted with their Creator, and at 
the fame time obfet-ved th^t they diilinguiOied themfelves 
from the other Europeans by their ftill, meek, modcH 
behaviour, they vrere more attentive to their words 
and actions. Their amicable free deportment towards 
fheni, untainted with jeiling or licentiourner^, and «C 
other times their wary and ferious carriage, yctunfoured 
with fevericy, begat To much efteem and confidence, 
that they by choice fought their converfation, 
c'onOrained them to come into their houfes, beg- 
ged frequent vilits, and promifed to vjfit them again. 
This animated the brethren to apply with the utmoll 
afltduity to the language. They alfo began to hold di-. 
alogues with the natives about obj'eiits relative to the 
fcnfes J but were very cautious in talking about Ipiri- 
tual things, that thcy might not give thofe undilcerntng 
ft u pi d creatures any occafton to laugh at their improper 
exprellions, and at the fame time to imbibe a contempt 
for divine truths. Therefore, for the prcfent, they were 
obliged to let the Greenlanders draw a conclu^n mote 
from their behaviour and walk, than from their words^ 
with what principles and views their mind was afhuKEd 
towards them. Nor was this quite without cRe&. In 
the mean time they read' fome of Mr. Egede's traniUted 
pieces, as, the ten commandments, the Creed, and dM 
Lord's prayer ; put them in mind of what he had read 
to them in former years concerning the Creation and 
Redemption, refrefhed their memory in what they had 
according to cuflom forgot, redified what they h*d 
mirapprehended, and told them, as well as they could 
cxprefs themfelves, that they muft not (»ily underftand 
and* avow the Chriftian dodrine, hut experience it in 
their hearts. According to their own allertiorts, they 
were not Wanting in aunt and belief> but when the 
experience of the heart was demanded, they knew not 
what the brethren meant. Therefore once whea 

thcy would hive htanl dieir norii vitii dilUo. Biitif iftri ihmit lhrm\ 
felvcs, who wu die Diafltraqung then i they. vnniU mivia-.itoat of ' 
iji is mailer 01 fcrvant,' we *ce all brethren. Thii had {hat tOeA, ihic 
no one engrofled a pnferaUe Kfoi, bat ereiy sae's tWfi hid aa e^uil m- 
tnUKC unoDl-lfami ... 

Matthew 
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Matthew Such read a Ihoit prayer to them, and afkcd. 
them if it was good Gfcenlandiu ? they anfwereda yes ! 
but added, that the words, ytfui Chriji, the being 
redeemed by the Jheddin^ ofhii llead, and the knowings 
levittg, end receiving hinty were things they did not un- 
derlland J that it was a flrange and too fublime language, 
which their ears were not qualified to admit and re< 
tain. 

5 3- 

Belides the exprefs vifiting- voyages, the brethren 
made fereral little trips to the Greeiilanders in the 
neighbourhood for fupplies for their table : And they 
alfo vifited the brethren more than they had in times 
paft, and by degrees got ftich a confidence towards 
them, that if night overtook them, or they wanted 
flielter from bad weather, they would fpend a night 
or two with the brethren. It is true, the felftfh view 
of their vi fits was obvious; finnetimes they wanted har- 
bour and victuals, at other times only to have a couple 
of needles and fudi trifles given them ; nay they bluntly 
declared, that if the brethren would give them no more 
ftock-fifh, they would hear no more what they bad ta 
fey, for they imagined they did them the greatcft fa- 
vour, which the brethren were in duty bound to pay 
them tbr, if they only came and vouchfafed to hear 
and believe. Ana the brethren indeed could not in 
confcicncc fend them away without giving them to 
eat, efpecially in the beginning of the year, becaufe 
then they could not procure fufficient maintenance on 
account of the cold (which was fo intenfe, that the ink 
froze in the warm room), and many a Greenlander had 
not a morfel to eat for three or four days together. Af- 
terward in fummer, when they had takefi plenty of 
game, and had danced themfelves tired all the night at 
a revel, diey ftill came now and then on a vifit; but 
then they were fo fle^y, that thp re was no keeping up 
any difcourfe with them, or they were only curious to 
^car fome news, to fee whatever was flrange to them, 
preven to have what they tiked given them, and if the 
brethren refufed, ihey^ weris obliged to watch narrowly 
their light fingers. This often made the viftt] of tbefe 
- - folks 
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folks vaflly troublefomc to the- brethren, as much aJ 
they defired them. But yet they could not put theiA 
off, left they {hould frighten them away ; therefore 
they were obliged to be fatisfied for the pfefent, with 
their confidence and willingnefs to come (let the mo- 
tive be as indifferent as it would), and to draw from It 
courage and hopeof better times, which now and then they 
had a little glimpfe of, when they obfcrvcd that fomc 
of the natives fhewcd an inclination to their evenings 
meeting for prayer^ and were ferious at it, though 
it was kept in German, niy fometimes enquired of 
their own accord after the ground and aim of it. Once 
infucha meeting the brethren gave oneofth^m a Bible 
into his hand, which he opening, it proved to be at 
that text, Ex,ii. xxxvi, 36. " Then the heathen thai 
>' arc left round about you» fhall know that I the 
" Lord build the ruined places, and plant that that 
•' was defolate : I the Lord have fptidcen it, and I wiH 
*' do it." 'This glorious pfomlfe, el^ecially after the 
defolation by the fmall-pox, was an uncommon flip- 
port to the brethren's faith of feeing the falvation of 
Ood among the heathen that remained, 

5 4. 
To the invigorating and confirming their faith In 
their call, t\\aT hour of exatninatinn^ as they then called 
it, adminiftered in a peculial' manner ; therefore Ican- 
not pafs it d«er in filence. At that time (they them- 
felvcs write) as they were dcftitute of more agreeable 
accounts to fend concerning the heathen, on whom 
' they could as yet labour but little, they found - it need- 
ful to tranfmit to the elders of the congregation an up^ 
right account of their own internal circumftance$, that 
fo the congregation might know what they had to 
fupplicate of the Lord for them. They fay further, that 
tho' it was cerUin they had enjoyed many a bl^^ng •" 
their meetings hitherto for edification and prayer,- and 
'had gained an intight into many truths before unknown 
to them, and had formed uf^ul conclurions' concerning 
them ; yet, as they had not hitherto flood in the clcfeft 
' fellowihip vtSUti each other, nor been quite yoked to- 
gether, but every one had endd»vBUr^tO'be&r-hiis%»wh 
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uncommunicatcd burden, tturefore they could not id- 
ways attain to ttie right execution of their good inten- 
sions, yea ac times the enemy had gained his point ctf 
iifting them. Hence alfo, for Ibme time, they had not 
been able to approach to the Lord's table, efpecially as 
they difcovered, at confidering i Car. i. that they had 
jiot yet buried all that was their ownin thedeatb of Chiift. 
Tor thefe reafons they refolvod to keep, every evening ■ 
after the linging-hour between feven and eight o'cloclc, 
an hour of examination, when each of them Jhouldj 
according as he fhould be inclined and without con- 
ftraJnt, yet uprightly as before the eyes of God, and 
according to the bell of his knowledge, declare wliat 
had.pa^ed in bis foul throughout the d^, what had 
come into his mind to aflc in prayer for himfelf, fi?r his 
■bFetbren, for all the children of God in Chriftendom, 
«md for , thefe heathens, and finally what hindrances 
or piFences had occurred to him in himfelf or from 
othefs. They would at the fame time remind, and, 
if necellary, admoniih and reprove one another ; would 
t^e (his from each other in lore, .and amend, 
and then wonld commit their wants to the Lord 
in fellowlhip, and thus help to bear one another's 
burdens. 

. They came to this conclufion 4e lOth of O^ber,- 
jlafljteju', and dire£Uy began their daily conuminic»- 
tion, at which they always fpokti alfo particularly, if 
any tiling in the daily reading Out of the Bible had 
made an impreffion upon them with regard to their per- 
ioral circumftaftces. When now all hindrances were 
jsmoved.out of the vay^ they prepared for a clofer 
.union ;. but firft allotted fome weeks for coafideration, 
to try themfelves privately concerning the following 
,}>ointf, and then to talk than (M^er in fellow&ip. 

1 . Whether they were convinced, that their call ww 
(from Qodf 

2. Whether they were deteniuited not to fuiFez them- 
ifelves to be obftruAed in thek call, even if it ibould 
happen that they received nothing from Eunq>e ior dwir 
Jilpj^rt ? 

. 3. Whether they could offer themfelves up entirely 
ito tHe fervice 'of the heathm, and would never aban- 
don 
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Son it till thejr were fully convinced in their confci- 
ence, that they had done all in their power as ^thful 
fervants, or till God difcharged them from their 
calf? 

' 4.. Whether they were agreed in the means for at- 
taining their chief end among the heathen, for in- 
ftance, the learning of the language with prayec an^ 
faith, iSc. 

§5. 

After fome time," they opened .their pund as follows; 

Chriftian David faid ; He had received no other caU 
to Greenland^ but to accompany the brethren thither, 
and when he faw them fettled, to return ^ain, which 
call home he had now received, at\d would a£t in 
f urfuance to it by the iirft opportunity. Yet he looked 
upon hinifelf as engaged to have at heart the mifllon ia 
Greenland, andto fupport )t, where-ever he was, not 
only with his prayers, but with counfel and deed. 

Chriftian Stach never looked upoa his call from the 
beginning,' as if he was to devote bis whole life to 
~ the fqrvice of the heathen, eyen though he fhould fee 
no fruit arifing it) ten years i be rather undertook this 
Voyage upon trial, where, if nothing is to be done, one 
returns again ; yet he would remain in his prefent catt 
till God took him out of it, or till the breUiren callc^ 
^im away* 

"^he other' three, Mauhew Stach, Frederic Boeh- 
niflf and John Beck would bind themfelyes in the ftci^f' 
'e^ manner to this work, come life, come death i to 
1)clicve where there was nothing to be fcen, and to hop* 
where there (eemed nothing ^at could beexpei^ed; 
nor would they iji any wife be induced to defert it, till 
they could appeal to God with the teftimiltfiy of the^ 
confcience, that they had done aU that man could do 
Snd venture in concur^»ice with God's help. Uppii 
further confiderfttion, they found tl^emfelves bqvnd, 
not to leave the country without a Di,vin^ cq^vi&ion, 
even thou^ they fhould tp defited to'tjip i^, bm to 
•jgive up their lives to the heathen. T^py would OOC 
'previoully hear, fee or kno,w^ \xf^ ^^i^ Whut man- 
ner God would glorify' himfelf in this wock, neither 

' Vol. I. A a would 
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would they look at the inability of their bodily oi; men- 
tal faculties, but, in the ftrength of the Lord, perfev^er^ 
in the prayer of faith and fidelity, even though they 
IKould fee no fruit come out of it in many years. Ac- 
cording to 2 Cor. xi. they would by God's grace not 
let any man ftop them of this boafting, to be chargeable 
to no one who did not count It a real pleafure- to lend 
his ftare of afliftance, though abfent, to the falvaiion 
of the infidels j much lefs would they accept of benefits 
that might oblige them to any thing more than love. 
They would make it their cordial concern ^new, to 
embrace all means conducive to winning the heathen, 
and would cfpecially employ two hours every day ia 
acquiring the language, (^c. '" _ 
The ftveral tokens each of thefe had to avouch thetr 
• call divine, ihey alfo mentioned, and particularly 
added this,, 'that in profecuting their voyage they 
hai encountered more difficulties thaq they had before 
expected, and that, though God had helped them hi- 
ther, yet they had never wanted ioi' prtjfura, mockery 
and (corn, as is ufiial in the kingdom of the crofs. 

'/: - :v ■ §-6.- ;' ■ . 

Accordingly thefe three brethren bound themfelvps 
oh the i6th of March to the following points: ; 
. I. We will never forget, that in a confidence reflin^ 
■upon God our Saviour; in whom all the nations of the 
earth fhall be blelTed, we came hither, not on the priri- 
'cipleof feeing, bat believijig. , ' ■, ' 

2. The knowledge of Chriii, how"he effefled on 
■thij crofs the purification of our fins through his bloot^ 
'•vaA is the caufeand fource of eternal' falvation to all 
them- that believe, fhall be the princip^ doilrihe 
among us, which we will confirm by our word and 
walk, according to the ability God (hall be pleafed to 
■^ive U3, and by this we will endeavour to bring the 
-heathen to the obedience of faith. 

3- Wc will diligently endeavour to leam the lari- 
guagelnlovc, patience and hope. '■ ' ' | 

4. We will own and value the grace of each otheif, 
-in honour "prefer one another, and. be fubjeit to each 
-other in the fear of the Lord. 

- ■ 5. We 
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, 5. We will ftedfaftly maintaiji brotherly difciplinc, 
admonition and correiflion, actiording to the rule of 
Chrift, and will withdraw from any one who doth 
• not walk according to the purity of the Gofpd, and 
will exclude him-fo long from the kifs of love and 
peace (which we do now introduce as a token of our 
true fellowlhip) till he humbles himfelf before God 
and the brethren. 

6. We will do our outward labour in the name of 
the Lord, and if any one is negligent therein, we wiU 
adpionilh him. 

7. Yet we will not be anxious and fay : '* What 
** fliall we eat, and what {bait we drink, and where- 
" withal fliall we be clothed ?" but call our care upon 
him, who feeds the fparrows, and clothes the Sowers 
of the field. Neverthelefs we will at the fame time take 
notice of the word of the Lord ; " In the fweat of thy 
*' facelhaltthoueatbreadj"and that of tbeapoftle, Asis 
XX'. 3^. '* You yourfelves know that thefe hands have 
*' miniftered unto my neceffitics, and to them that 
** were with me." And again : '* I have Ihewed you 
" all things, how that fo labouring ye ought to fupporc 
" the w;eak." Upon this they received the holy facra- 
ment, by which their hearts were ftrengthened in a. 
particular manner in faith and love, and bound toge- 
ther in their common calL 

§7- 

Now as it feemed that they Would not alwiys, at 
leaftnot this year, be fupplied with the necellaries of lif« 
from Europe, they fuperadded fome obligatory points 
befides, in order to prevent any folicitous cares about 
their fubfiftence, any fretfulnefs in- cafe of want, 
and hard labour, or any difunion in Axing dn the mean) 
requifite to provide a livelihood \ and cfpcdially to pre- 
vent any one, out of a good defign to ferve the reft, 
particularly by a forced acceptance of favours, ffOfh 
Celling himfelf and his brethren to the controul of 
others, and fo tying their hands in the labour among 
the heathen. 

Neither were they fpared this hard trial, which alf©. 

lafted longer than any of tEe focnier ^^culiies. The. 

. A a 2 foregoing 
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foregoing year they were provided with the means of 
life by an eminent benefador at court, but this time 
they were quite forgot ; nay fome things that the bre- 
thren who came laft could not take with them for want 
of room, were this time not fo much as brought along. 
They had not applied to the congregation in Herrnhuth ■ 
for alBftance, nor did the brethren know how or in what 
they could ferve them. They alfo did not fo much as re- 
ceive any letters from the congregation or any other 
friends, except a couple of encouraging ones from Pro- 
feflbr Steenbuch a member of the Miflions-coHege, and 
from the king's cup-bearer Mr. Martens. This cir- 
cumflance occalioned them various heavy furmifes. 

We may well imagine, fuch a fituation involved them 
in the deepeft diftrefs. Their total amount erf provifi- 
ons for the whole year confifled only of a harre! and 
half of oatmeal, moft of which they bartered at the 
colony for malt, half a barrel of pcafe, and a final! 
quantity of fliip-bifcuits. And out of this ptttahce they 
were to fit out Chriftian David for his voyage to Co- 
penhagen, becaufe the captain faid he could not board 
him, though aft:rwards he mefled with the failors. The 
three miilionaries at Good-hope compaffionatedindeed 
their cafe, and aJlifted them wiA their counfel and good 
deeds to the beft of their knowledge and power. But 
becaufe the Miffionary Bingand his fajnilj were re- 
moved to Good-hope from Chrillians-hope on ac- 
count of the fcarcity of provillons,' they were no 
more in a capacity to help them 2s they would hare 
done. And, as if all things confplred to wcercife 
them, it happened, that though they had been hither- 
to pretty fuccefsful in hunting and fifiiing, yet now 
rfieycouU get little or nothing; for juft this year 
there was a great fcarccnefs both of beaits, fiOies and 
birds. Therefore there was no other way for them, 
but to buy feals of the Greenlanders, as they them- 
felres could not catch them. But as thefe barbarians 
foon got to know that they were in want, they rated 
^eir wares fo much the dearer; and nof only fo, but 
tn.aft qi them, and efpepially thofe with whom they 
were beft acquainted, and to whom they had fliewn 
nucii kindnefs bsibr^ wquld fell them nothing at all; 
- 1 ■ ^ Oftentimes, 
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Oftentimes, when they had been rowing round among 
them two or three days, their utmoft entreaties could 
procure no more thaji half a feal or lefs ; and when 
that was confumed, they were obliged to pacify their 
hunger with fliell-Afli and raw fea-wecd, for that could 
not be eaten boiled. At length God, who ordered a 
raven to feed' Elijah, difpofed a ftrange Greenlitnder, 
called Ippegau, to come 40 leagues out of the fouth to 
them, and that man was impelled in his mind to oflfer 
to fell them all that he could fpare from time to time. 
Once in fummer, when they had loA their way among 
the iflands, they had happened accidentally to come to 
this Greenlander, He received them with much kind- 
liefs, took notice of their words and v^s, and en- 
tered into a ferious difcourfe with them. They thought 
no more of him In their dlftrefs, and would haraly 
}iave found him out again if they had fought for him. 

, But he came of his own accord towards the end of the 
year, pitied their fad condition, and invited them to 
another vifit. This heathen was the inllrument God 
was pleafcd principally tg employ to prefervc the bre- ' 
tbren's lives for fome time. Thus they inured thcm- 
felves to eat feal's ilefh, and difhed up the little oatmeal 
they had left, or that they earned from time to 
time at the colony, with the train the leal alForded. 
Thofe that know what the train of feals is, will b« 
^ble to form fome idea of what the brethren went 
through. Yet this was a delicacy for tafte and digefti- 
(in, in comfarifon to the old tallow candles-they were 
obl^;ed to ufe when they Had no train. 

This penury alfo augmented very much their tolls 
^d perils, for ;iow they could not always wait for 
fcttlcd weadiiir to embark on the ocean ; but the cravings 
pf hunger conllrained them to throw thcmfelves on the 

. mercy of tbi taging billows in uncertain weather, in 
an old decayed hulk of a boat, and that for the fpace • 
pf 6 leagues or upwards. Once when they were got 
almoA to land, they were hurrie4 two leagues back by 
» fudden fquall, and wetted through and through hy 
the breakers, and in thefe wet clothes they were oblig- 
ed to ftay in the cold upon an ifland till the fourm 
day. Another tjme in Novemt^r, havipg qblte tired 
iV 3 5 them* 
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tbemfclves «it their oars, they ftaycd all the night at an 
uninhabited place, and fatisfied themfelves with a lit- 
tle feals^flelh, which they had procured from a Green- 
Isnder at a fealV, though indeed they could eat but little 
for cold and fatigue. Forwant of atent, they laid them 
down in a hole in the fnow ; and when that was (lop- 
ped up by more driven fnow, they were obliged to 
rife uid warm tbemfeives by running. 
5 8. 
Before tbedeparftireef the Ihip, they were urged and 
prefled by every body to go by all means to Europe^ 
and come again the next year, becaufe they could not fee 
any way how they could fubllft. When they anfwered : 
*' The Lord our God can prefcrve us, and if he is not 
" plcafed to do it, we fliall fall intohis hands ;" tHia 
was taken for felf-will and temerity, nay as tempting 
of God. The Greenlanders alfo, who are fo little 
ufed to refleftion* pondered very much upon this cir- 
fumftance, and could not comprehend what induce- 
pient the brethren could have to tarry here in the want 
pi all ijeccffaries, nay in anxiety, diftrefs and con- 
tempt i although the proper aim of their being here, 
had been often explained to them. This ftedfaft per- 
leverance might have excited efleem in other people, 
but it produced difdain in the Greenlanders, who 
know no other eflimate of a perfon's worth, but his 
having much and his being able to give much. " Your 
?' countrymen [faid they) are good-for-nothing peo- 
' ** pie, becaufe they have ^iit you nothing ; and you 
*^ will not adl wifely if you do not go back agam." 
Above all, the brethren were fometimes feized with an 
uncommon gloomy apprehenfion when they were among 
the infidels, and felt, befides the fecming impoffibility 
of reaching their hearts, a great power of darknefs. 
Therefore it woiild have been no wonder if they had 
been tired out, nor could any one have much blam- 
ed them if they had deferted their poft. But they adt 
hered to the word of promife, and believed that their 
Heavenly Father would not fufFef his feryants to perifli 
for hunger. At that time they wrote as follows : " We 
" commit our ways to the Lord. We know not what 
** he intentjs to do with us, and as lihlc do we under- 
■ : ~ fland 
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** ftand what his fecret hand has been doing among th ; 
•* heathen. ' So much we obfcrvc, that more trials 
** await us J yet we believe that the ilTue will be truly 
** glorious, and when he has exerciled us enough, and 
** found us faithful to him and the call he has given 
**. us, he will not fail to let hs fee his glory. ^— -Our 
*' Bible-hour is a particular blelTing to our hearts in 
•* thefe ctrcumftances, and he grants us many afolution 
*' in our alFair. We feel that he is with us and among 
** us ; and although people that look at things prefent, 
" and arc infenfible to future things, can neither fee 
<* -nor comprehend matters in the beginning, and look 
■*' upon us fimple fervants either as fools, or conceited 
'**.men, who only want to begin fomething new and 
** -ereft ourfelvcs a name, yet we firmly believe that 
** he wijl in due lime profpcr the work of our hands, 
** which is his work, and make it manifefl that he 
*' hath chofen and called us to this labour. May only 
■■* Jefus Chrift, who is yefterday and to-day the fame, 
*f never withhold his grace frpm his poor and helplefs ' 
■**-a^aturcs, but keep us thrd' his flrength.willing to " 
-■**!feve the heathen at his beck, and then in time all 
** will iffue to his praife," 

Thje Fourth Yxar, 1736. 

:..}'■ 

IN this light the brethren beheld their circum- 
ftances at that time,, and put themfelyes in a pof- 
turc to meet more and harder trials, with their confi- 
dence fixed upon the help of God, yet fo, that they 
could not fee the ways and mearts how he would pre- 
ferve thpm, and accomplifli his own aim, till the mo- 
ment they took place, '1'hei.r external need encreafed 
as the winter advanced. However the boatmen Vere fp 
^kind as to fpare a litric of their weekly portion of oat- 
meal upon Mr. Egede's propofal, and'to fell it thehre'- 
thren, which they accepted with thankfufnefs. "They 
alio earned fome viftuals of the Milfionaries by their la- 
bour, tn writing, 6fc. But thcfe gentlemen came at laft 
themfelves into ilraits, and were obliged to fend a boat 
'in-Maytothc colony at Difko-bay to fetch provifions. 
A a 4 Afttc 
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After all, the poor brethren had no fcettw Vwf ro 
fToaxn fuftenance, Aan to trarel about among the 
Greenlanderi » buy it. But moft rimes they came 
^pty back, bccauTe their good friend If^gau before^ 
aientioned had freanchtly nothing himfelf, and not 
long after remove^ further from aa pUce. As for 
tfie reft of the Grecniahders, th^ woidd n6t cintail 
the luxury of their dancing-feans ; and at one fudt 
f»nqtict, which lafted the whtJe nighty the brettetu 
faw eleven feah devoured, t^ilft all their -entreaties 
could not move the gluttons to fell them oAe bit. 

As long as ijiey could procure any of this food} 
though very unrdifbing, they retained pretty well theit 
healU) and flrength, which they aclcnomcdged the more 
thankfully as a divine benefit, becaufe many of tiie co^ 
iMiy Were fick of the feurvy. But in dib Ipnng^ wheft 
the Greenlanders Acnlfelves bad no mort, and cftme i 
begging to them, they were obliged to keep life up by 
flidi-fifli and fca-weed. Then their flicngtti dfcclyed 
fof^, that they could fcarce man^e the boat. Tbere<^ 
fore once, when they had not drawn it far enongh up*- 
Ion dry lahd for want of ftrength, it was very ^dueh 
damaged by a high tide and fti^. 

Sometimes di^ ventured in -lereae weather to em- 
bark in a k^ak, and to 'ai^ for fifli. But once one 
of them was overfet by a fidden gull of wind and rol- 
ling waves, And woukl certainly b^ve been drowned if 
a couple of Greenlanders, who were near at hand, had 
not lifted him up, bound him faft between their Icxy 
jaks, and towed him to land. After that, they dropped 
Ihia hazardous *ay of filhing, and left it to God's 
providence what he vtiaali pleafe to bring within th^ir 
«ach. 

He often cared for them wonderfUly. Once thiet 
boatmen found a dead white<whale, ana gave the bre- 
thren a couple of meals of It. Another time a Green- 
lander left them a porpoife taken out of the belly of 
ihe dam, which was enough for a meal, after having 
«aten nothing but fliell-fiSi for five days. When tb^ 
were once coming home empty, a contrary wind forced 
.them upon a defolate Hiand, where the^ were obliged 
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to iWv all niglit ; thert they fpiefl art Wgl* upon JftJ ntft 
Tuid Jhotlier, thfey were indeed obliged to climb Up a . 
dahgerous place to get at th^ neft, but at Uft they g<Jt 
■two large eggs ; and the creature Jtfclfj which wpsigh- 
-ed twelve potindi furniflied them alfe w!^ 86 quills 
tm writHig, wfcifch wis in irrdclie ihuch wanted by 
the*. 

Ih tfceii- diarj' bf ApHl theywHte: k* InoufBiblt- 
** hour the exaAi^es of Elijah nhi ElfDka WeM (fcdU- 
** tiariy emt^hatlcid to us, hew the I>ord fuftaiifM 
** them in himgir ^d dearth. We tin teftiff byc*- 
" pctitnce that the fatnc God lives ffill, and lets da 
** eti^ his faithful nqrfirtgcSrtin this Greenland dfe- 
■*' fttt, Wbeit it ftfeftw as If we Were ftft-fafeen Of ai 
■** tiieii, nayfeven by oaf brttht-ettj ftnd yet we cbrtafft- 
V ij knb*f that they fcah as littlfe forget us bef«e ffie 
*' ihtd- as *etan forget them." 

§2. 
'. Tbejr.Wert Vci^ *lnudi fttwigthejied ih this ct>rifi- 
fiefacfc ill at once, though but little profited for this 
yixr. It was thas : A Greenlander brought word to 
'the Miffiohariej at ffie cr^onyj from a Dutdl fliip Ifr- 
ihg 30 Ifeagyes fouth, that the captain had letters K>r 
tt«ni *hich he 'muft deliver Into thfeir ewh fetnflfe. 
M*. E'gcde fent his fon Aithcr direftly, though die 
brethren fuppofed that the captain meant thm, artd fo 
it ntfned oat. For the floop brought thttn a caflcXudfli 
'^dnA 'k/iti <of jnvviiiohs, and a letter from a frietld 
Ih AiWAtrda^. On this occa{icm they write la ftii- 
fatws : ** We wej* juft then returned from a toilfonte 
** excnrficAi-, in which we could geft nothing, and 
** A^rwForc were tfic hkot putto'the blufli tfwftttgli flle 
i* Vifiblc help aAd trenderfnl hand W" God. A«d ix 
** we had received tio accoupt from our brethrd* ih Ett- 
V rope for two ycars^ Wfe were particulw'Iy invigorated 
■*' and enlivened in our fpint, when *« undtrfiiMd 
'** what gracfc and mercy the LoM hftd &MvntoKi3 
■•■* -people. Wt *ere told at the finrte timt, flial (he 
*'. captain would fain (peak Iridi usj and tiierefbl'e 
'*" Would wktt a ftntnight longer in fhe (budi. Kow 
f* fcice tWc Intthrtn m Arinmrdaih -defired tiwt *e 
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*' would fend them fome account- of our circumftan- 
*' ces, and would inform them at the fame time whe- 
" thcr'We had received this ca(k, which they had fcitt 
*' as a trial, and whether they could ferve us by this 
. ■* channel, and if they could, that we fliould mention 
" what we wanted ; on thefe accounts we were very 
*' defirous of getting to the Ifaip -, but vierc at a lofe 
** bow our old leaky boat fhould be able tO' carry us 
*' Cafe throu^ the [>rodigioufl furges that in many pla-' 
*' ces roll from the ocean into the inlets, as well as 
'< to malce its way to the fliip betwixt the many iflands 
** and blind rocks. But as we had already leen a kind 
. ** direction of our Lord even in the Gr^nlander's 
'* miftake, and not bringing the roefTage to us, but to 
'* the colony ; becaufe in confequence of, that, thofe 
*' gentlemen firft fought out the veffel (which we then 
" would no-ways have been able to do) and brought 
** us juft fo much provifion as would carry us thither : 
** therefore, we were. induced to venture it in the 
*' name of the Lord, and May loth wefetout on our 
.** vojrage. We took up our night's lodging in a rui- 
*' nous Greenland houfe eight leagues from .our place. 
*' The 2jft we put from land in a hard rain andwlnd^ 
*' but happily it was in our backs, and by its aflUlance 
**■ we baieA 12 leagues, but were obliged to take tut 
'* our quarters at night upon a folicary ifland with 
" the heavens for our curtain. The 22d, having rowed 
'* a while, we hired two Greenlanders to conduct us 
*^ four leagues, and then another as our pilctf for the 
" remaining fix leagues of the way to the fhip. W-e 
** fpent one day with die captain, gave him the defir«l 

/ *< certificate, and fet out the 24th on our return. , On 
** the way back We bought fome feal's-flefh, and came 
•' home cbe 27th .unhurt, though heartily tired with 
** plying at the oar. The angel - of the Lord had 
*' guarded out lonely houfe in our abfence, for we found 
** that fome plunderers had attempted to open the door, 

; ** hut had done no damage. On this voyage we, be* 
*< held the faithful leading of our Saviour, and thank- 
" ed and praifed the Loid." 

The brethren could not pafs ovm with inattention 

this channel cif procuring the neceilaries of lifci and 

the 
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the rather, as it feemed then the only way of prefer- " 
ving their lives. Neither they nor any one elfc had inti- 
mated or defircd any fiich thing of thole friends in Hol- 
land ; but God had put it into the heart of Mr. Le- 
long, who is well known as an author, to make an ex- 
periment, whether he could not tranfmit feme ftores by 
the Dutch Ihips to the brethren in Greenland. To 
this end he gave the- captain a letter with a cafk of 
fisrer^ forts of provifions, with an intention, that if they 
duly received thofe .things, he wpuld foUicit the aid 
of other good friends, and fend as much as would fup- 
■ply their wants next-year. They accepted this gener- 
ous offer, and chiefly defired, that in cafe they could 
fend them nothing elfe, they would convey to them a 
good durable boat, which was anarticlethey ftood molt 
in need of for their fubliftence, and towards rendering 
lefs help from abroad neceflary. 

Now they waited mth ardent longing for the arrival 
of the jhips, and at length three -came. The (irll ran, 
ifi the 13th of June. But by this they received nei- 
ther letters nor provifions. The capt^n, an honeft 
pious man, expreflcd hearty compalSbn at their ftraits, 
and his concern that he could leave them nothing but 
a little fait, becaufe he' was ordered to the northern 
colony, whither he took yqung Mr. Egede as miflio- 
nary. The laft fliip arrived the yth of July ; they did 
not receive half of what, they wanted by it, and :bc- 
fides, their labour and confumption was greatly . aug- 
mented by the incrfeafe of their family with four perfons. 
But notwithftanding this, they were not a little revived 
and ftrengthened by the receipt of many letters and ac- 
counts, and by the additional force of new auxiliaries. 
Thefe were, Matthew Stach's modier, a widow forty- 
five years of age, and her two daughters both fmgle, 
Rofina twenty-two years old, and Anna twelve, and ' 
' thefe three were to take the houfe-keeping upon them. 
George Wiefncr was fent to conduft them hither, and 
it Was Id't to his own option whether he would ftay 
ia Greenland -or go back ; be chofe to go back the 
year following. 

§ 4- 
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54. 
The venerable Mr. Egederctarrtcd to Denlnwk with 
this fhip. So much has been already related of this 
truly wonderful man in aH leSpe&B, wlram God made 
(iftofab his r^gruil inftnuaent in beginning the mi^on 
m Greenland, that nothing remains for me but to men- 
tion the Teafons of his departure, and the enfuing in- 
{Cidents of his- \ik. He came to Greenland with the in-* 
teiitioa to oSvr up his lififi to the fervice of the heathen, 
and it is manifcjl how unmoveablyhe adhered to it, by 
his remaining there, when the peopla were in geneni 
iaf ricd away, and nobody was left but he, his family, 
imd a ifew failori^ ^thont any afliirance of future fup- 
plies. His jaj was extraordinary great when he re- 
ceived in 1733 (he royd promi&t ^at the Greenland 
miffion fliould be promoted with frcfti vigour. But in 
the very fame year, when the Gfeenlanders were al- 
mofl; extirpated all over ttte country, and all the little 
Children lie had beft^c baptized and inflruded, either 
fdl with ithe reft, or were Carried to a great diftance 
hf thbir paroits^ his bop« of effacing Ibmething dura* 
i)iB itceived a great fhock. Now he no longer faw 
iriiat end his being here could anfwer, mid he panted 
ivith as an^nt a defire to go ottt of the country, as l;^ 
once did to'g^ into it. His children grew, up, an4 
he could not give them the education In Greenland 
^idi they Ihould have. He himlelf was very liclcly, 
snd much enfeebled ^n body ftnd mind by the grea^ 
labour, and many cares and vexations he had met with ; 
he could no more difcharge his c^ce with due alacrity, 
hnd waited for affiftance adequate to the incumbencies. 
But whoi 6nly three mtfConaries were fent in the year 
J 734, which he thought infuffident for fo extenfive 
11 field, he determined to fue for bis difmilEon and to 
go to Copenh^^, that he might reprefent (he flate 
bf the million in petfon at the fountain -bead, and pro- 
cure a competent reinforcement for its iuccefsful prO- 
fecution. In the yt^r 1735, he received his difcharge 
in Ihe molt gnicious terms, but could not refolve to 
bike his wife acrofs tiie ocean, yrho was fallen danger- 
ouHy lick in the mean time, a^d therefore he ftaid ano- 
ther 
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ther year in the countryt. It pleafed fbe Lor^ to 4ak4 
her to hiniclf OQ the 2ifl of December. Mr £geda 
bim&lf drew hct charafisr Ju the fotUwjn^ terms < 
** All the pnife and puiegyric vith wfaicli I <aa 

' ** cio<i|ni her name, faUa far Oiort of wh^t Kar ]>icty 
*< and Chrtfilivt virtues dcfcive. 1 wIU not expatiaM 
*' on liei' excellendea in doiiie^ Hie, nor defcribf 
*' whata&tthful helpmate ike vas tQ me, ui4;«thlitft 

' ** tencber mother to her cbiUnen ; let it fiificeto «Mft« 
*' tion, bow willing and oompliable flie waa 19 AAmuI 
" to m^jr-will, as fiaoa as {he got ao infight into the 
t*' resolution 1 had foaned of forfaiciig my people uut 
" native country to repaic to Gwenland, t^4t X might 
*' ixiftrufi the ignorant inhabitants in the do£kriiiM of 
f Chriftianity, For though friends and rvtuions vtn 
f^ hemently importuned her, that if ib« bad *ny Btr 
!* gard for her own, for mine, or for our foMll eUtt 
" dren's temporal wjd&it, ihe fliould difiiiMlc «n4 
^* witbAand me in dui preyed £0 ahfurd aad . iiftlMtc in 
** die eyes of allmen; yct,out of lowetoGod-as^mff, 
^' ili^ was induced to |oin heart in4 band witb me in 
',' my unAirtalung, and lilcje a ^ithfid Sarah ti} go with 
*< hier Abraham from her own people anil from iax 
*( Other's houlf, not to fome paradi&, but to 9 
V ftrat^'Oad di&goeeable heathen landi.'-;.Aiid it i» 
*' known to many, with what pjttieiioe, avy vnth 
^*- wfaat' alacrity, flie put her fliouldex wiljt mine, t* 
^' bear faer part of the labours and advKrfities we haA 
*' to cadure ; nay bow ofitn flie comforted and chearad 
f' up my mind, when it waa di&carlened and dcprefled 
*•' by fooh reiterated cMhurles and repulfes.? So £ur 
Mr. Egede. 2 have had ecca£on leveral tiUea In nK&* 
tioo this brave magnanimous woman, vdiqm I stay vtitk 
propriety call a Chriftian Uerolne; I will f/wiy add, 
that I have never heard her name menttoned hytbs 
brethren but with the m^ refpe^lful and tender im« 
preflim, as indeed Jhe treated them upoa all occafloilt 
as if they had been l^er children, 

Mr. Egede's giief for t]iis lofs, confumed more and 

more his bodily and menul vigour, and at laft he was 

attacked with a painful and.trbuhkipmc.'&ii^. .At 

length came the fliip, bf vriuch he .was. Cq be amei 

(torn 



tv Google 



366 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B.V. 
from Greenland, after fifteen hard and reBmingl^ 
fhiitlefs years labour. He preached his farewel fermon 
on tf. xlix. 4, " I faid, \ hare laboured in vain, I 
*' have {pent my ftrength for nou^t and in vain ; yet 
" furelymyjudgment is with the Lord, and my work 
** with my God." After the fermon, he baptized a 
little Greenland boy, which was the ^rft baptifm the 
brethren had fecn in Greenland. His farewd widi 
them wai^ffe£ting. They begged him to forgive alt . 
failings, and he alTuted them of his fincere lovie, which ' 
wouldaiake ita pleafureto him to charge himfelf with 
their- concerns in Copentu^en as zealoufly as he had 
do|ie here \ he wiflied them the divine bleffing and 
affiftuice in their call and.office, and exprelTed a lively 
h<^ that God would ftill bring the afiair in Greenland, 
>iriiich he mitft now leave full of heavioefs, to a glorious 
if&ie. Auguft9thhe fet fail from Greenland widt his 
youngeft Ton and two daughters. The brethren fent 
ChriAian Stach with him as their deputy to Hcrrnhuth, 
to give ai- verba) account of their: internal and- exter- 
nal circumftances, as alfo of the ftate of their labbur 
among' tfa& heathen, and to bring back an anfwer, 
betatifc hitherto th«Ir letters could liot always be ^o- 
perly ccbveyed. They arrived in Copenhagen Sep- 
tenib^ 44th; Mr. Egede had taken' the remains of 
hiBwrfciwiitehim, and they were interred in St. Nicho- 
las's churoh^yard. Soon after he had the honour of 
an ^ audience- of the king. There, he delivered in his 
fenCiment£'4iew-tbe'miffion might be pro&cnted: to ad- 
vahtage, and foon after he '.was: made fttperintehdent of 
the (million in: Gieenland, jvri^i a felary of 100/. fer 
vsvei.- voA. waG ordered to found ai femihary df ftilderits 
and orphans; whom, he fliould' teach .the.GieCaland 
language, and/from whom the mii£anaries and' cate^ 
chiftswere:^} be. drawn. He fpent his latter yean inHa 
reccfs with his daughter on the Ifland Faliter, and 
there he.doied his ferviccable and honoural^e life, - 
November 5th, 1758, in the 7.3d year of his age. 

■■ ' , .', §5- 

■The brethren, as obfervcd alneady, were encreafed 
with feuc-'fCKfiHu,. and one was now gone to Europe ; 
... - thus 
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thus theirfamily conJifting of feven pcrfons, they matfe 
a new arrangement of riivir doQieftic ceconomy and' 
employ; and Matthew Stach's two ftflera being ap- 
pointed, befideg doing their part in houfhold matters, 
to be helpers in the lervice o( (he Gofpcl among the 
Greenland women, therefore he gave them inftruflion 
in the Greenland language, wherein, to every one's far- 
prize, they both made a great t>roficiehcy, efpecially 
diC' youngeft. 

' They could not do mudi this year in their labour 
anong the^ heathen. They had but few vifits from 
them, faeoanfe they were ImI unconcerned about fpiri- 
tual things, and temporal advantages they could not 
expeft to reap. Only in the fpring fom? poor hungry 
creatures found their way to them, to whom they 
gladly imparted fwne victuals when they had any 
themfclves. 

■ They had 'iTO op^rtunity this year for diftant vi- 
fits, and ' therefore were obliged to reft tontent with 
Tifiisia the: neighbourhood in queA Of food. They' 
faniidbut few opeatatSy andflin fewer defirous hearts. 
For the Greenlandirs one while had no time nor incli- 
nation for it on acco»At of. bufmefs, or of a dancing 
match, and anccher while they would hfear of nothing 
but news, and gare the brethren to undferftand, that 
diey' had heard and known and believed enough al- 
ready of fpiritu^ things, from perfons that mulf needs 
be abler inftmftoi^ than they were. At die fame time 
they were not orily hsedlefs, vjolatile, and trifling iin- 
det: die inftrudion, but if the brethren tarried longer 
^an one night' with them, they ufed all fort of' means 
to entice them to a conformity to their'wanton difToIutc^ 
wajrJ; And when'this did not fucceed, biit the brethren 
retained in all circomftwceG their feriaufnefs and fo-' 
btiety, then they trycd to tire them out by mocking 
and mimicking their reading, fingmg ;iirtl praying 
with all forts of droll anticks, or by accompanying it 
with their drumming and odious howling. They toolc 
occafion from their outward poverty to ridicule them 
Krith all manner^of cutting farcafms, which the bre- 
thren had byjthis' time learned to underlland, as well 
as their figotfiduu -nuens and geftures. .And if-^ev 
3 replied, 
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rcpUed, that they 4t4 i>pf fl»y tHff- &)r the fii):^ of 
q^twaId advantages, and good «atUtg .»nd dunking* 
but for xheiF fouU f%lcq, tQ te4(:h thfuti cbc will Of 
God: Then they retorted vith a taUotmg jeor: ISivJi 
Jfjeiarfarewiarpifytit ! '^ Fii)« f^Uows indc^i tO he Dur 
•' teachers ! We know yery well tljat you yourftlvfl} 
** ate ignorant, ^d niuft l9vn ypitf lomnl <k cthORS." 
The brethren \)qrt fu^h iudeiig& Mtd mock«y,wtth. 
calmnelk and ferenity. But when the lavages perc^vied 
that they could «$i^ 90fhAI>ig ^s WRy bsidbec, they 
ipfulte4 and abufed ^^ijr p«rfoas, Ttwy pelted tfasn, 
with ftonu out of fp^rt, oUmbM wpon thm fllwldaa, 
took their ijiingi and Outteivd thnp to pioce^ and tiieil 
tp.lpoit their boat or tp driv« it out to fea. Najt) 
qn,e night the 1i>redire|i h^cd » aoife on. the oulfiie. 
of their tent, a^4 gP^iQeived tkuV f(Nne.b«dy was ftrivine 
to pull afide the curtsuns of the tent which they had 
faJj^ned wjth f cwpjeyf ^6. Theyr^Mot out to 
fee who it W4S, , a^nl tjwre tboy ,fa«h«[fL a paecel, o2 
Greenlanden g^thened a[H>ut the tont, ftune 'tridt thdv 
naked knives in their hands, npr evitld th«y drive ^mb 
away till they , threa^ijed thfllD with. iSusa fire-arou. 
The brethren fuppofetj atdw tiBie*h«ttheyonly:c«iBe 
to cut thejU tent-flc^s to pieces ; but Jene yetrs.iter^ 
vhen fome of th|e Grpenlftndm in t^dfc pfuts wcflc 
converted, th^ were informed that they had canfpuad 
^gainfi their lives, io hopes th^t th« <^er £un>peuM 
vxmld not ^ink it worth their ivrii^e ta reaei^ the 
death of liich ppor d^fpj^ pe«^., And ai th^ 1^ 
uoderftood by the GroenUndecSr that t^icy wem . 'm-> 
ftigated 9nd fet on ^y kinw msUcimis. {^ci^fonsy diey 
oeUvered in aa emphatinl rtmon^brance to the Daoini 
;^uJGotiariea and the &£tor, tbat (iwy ifaouU look^l^ 
Qone of their £erva|its beluvsd fe omtiaf y to hiMKH 
fiity. They prpifif^ they woidd, an^ they kept 'xbeaf 
promift; with a goci4..e^ed>. 

' ■ %i. 

lAthe me^ tin>« ^luBtbrradidiaotSpTei^ Ibei* 

tope, a^d rej<>^ced iif bjit one of the jutms heard With 

pi^f^ire, efpeci^lly if be came of Us It^fa accovdto 

\m* Tlm7«iUal^4e4th6intkciift'au[^ct<^itk« 

latter 
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hctcrcAfe, and it was in a quite ftrange heathen man. 
I will cite their own words, " May 4th we went^ 
" to the Sound tg pierce cat-fifli With 'A prong, and' 
" pitched our tent adjoining t& Four Greenland tents, 
" But thty foon decattiped and fled further-, bec^ufe 
** thty did hot like our being there. While we were' 
** fiflithg oti the 7th, a perfeflly ftrange heathen,' 
" w'hi) arrived this fpring 50 leagues oif from the Soutb,^ 
** Catne to us, and deftred to fee our things. \Ve^ 
" (hewed him what things we bad, fuppofing that he 
** wanted to barter fome Greenland foftd for our iron- 
" ware. But he remained quite ftill fot awhile'; at^ 
" laffhefaid, he had been with tile Pe/Up (which is' 
'* their way of pronouncing the Danifh V?btd Priieji 
" or .minifter), who had told him wonderful things of 
'* ont that they faid had made hedven and earth, ani 
" was dalled GW. Did w; know any thing about it ?' 
" If we did, Wefhould tell him fomcthing fnore, be- 
" caufe he had forgot a good deal fiAce. This made 
" a deep imprcffion on us, and we told him, as well' 
** as we dould, of the Creation of man and the intent' 
'^ thereof, of the fell and corruption of nature, of the' 
** Redemption effe£ted by Chrift, of the Refurreftion ' 
*< bf'all men, and etetnat happlnefs or damnation. 
" He liftened very attentively to all that was faid, 
** flayed at our evening-meeting, and flept all night 
'.'in OUT tent. Now, dear .biethren, this is the tltO: 
** Gieenlander, that has come to enquire of us con- 
** cerning God and divine things ; thoTe in the neigh- 
•" bourhood have done no fuch thing, though fpi- 
" ritual writings have been read to them fo many 
" years. Therefore bring your offerings and prayers 
"before the Lord, that he may arifc and build bis 
" Zion even in this defert." 

At the end of the year they write as follow? : " All 
•* the books of holy Scripture, but particularly the 
*• epiHle to the Ronnens, have been a fund to us, from 
" which we have been enriched with many an em- 
" phatical truth, both with refpcfl to the righteoufnefs 
*' imputed by faith, and the promifes of the conversion 
" of the heathen. And as he will not repent of his 
" gifts and calling, {Rom.x\. 29.) therefore our call 
VOL. I. B b " amoiftc 



Gooj^le 



jjw HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B.V. 

" atnong^ the heathen here is of great importance .to ua, '- 
**: thou^ we, dcriidt yet fee when or in what way the 
•* .end can. be attained. But as we are pofitively aC- 
" fured that the work is his, we ai&duoufly endeavour 
'.* t<Xj do all that lies in our power towards it, and 
" commit the reft" to him, whofe both we and thcfe 
" poor heathen? are. But you may eafily imagine. 
*' what a gain it is to us, that for want of a boat 
'* (ours .having been damaged by a high tide] we 
**„have riot bfCD able to go to auy of the heathen for 
^'"tbree.nionths; and all that while not one has come 
** Co us, and now they have no time, but are going 
" about to fe^s. Thus, like poor prifoners^ we ex- 
*' ercife ourfelvcs* together in the .language. Maythe 
M Lord.inl^erpo'^ andfead us help, for we waijt with 
'^ longing for the falvation of thefe people.— Thus 
*i we conclude the year 1736, with prayer and piaife 
" for. air the wonderful ways God hath led us in. Ha 
". has fet us at luge after many llraits inward ajid 
'\ outward, and above all has proved himfelf to be, 
".powerf-uily aijiong UB with Jiis, grace. Wc leave 
'* our paths tohim the approaching year, and dily 
'<.wt(b.that we and our work, may be more and mpre 
" hallowed for him, and that wp may be a more agree- 
*' able offering to him in the./ervice of his GjpjTpel 
*' among the. heathen." . . .' , 



.The fifth ^TEAa-, 1737..' , .^ ■■".'. - 

:;:;,.■;:■„ ,; . . § '■:: .''' ■" ' ■'■■"' '^ 

THI S-lorig.and (for fuch lively people) irkfo^Q. 
.iriaftigity Ufted till lyiayj but then they patcfltd 
up their 'damaged boat fo far, as to be able to ventuf^ tft 
fea in it, though to their own and, every body's furprjye. 
They inrits concfirning it thus : ".Onrcall, and-Jwrd. 
" .neqefliity~teacK .us to .venture ^hings, upon the hops > 
" of. an extraordinary help and] preservation of Gwl». 
" which.Hie ^Ife.neither could, nor dared do withouE. 
*• tempting God." And he every time helped thtjm 
through without any harm. .Either they faw fufficient 
warning of an impending ftorm^ and could reach a har- 
bour before it came, or if they were overtaken by- a 
fudden 
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fuddcn fquall, they doubled their endeavours in failing, 
rowing, and lading out the water, fo that though 
much fatigued, yet they could always praife the Lord 
to fee one another again alive. 

They were not fo prelled in their outward circum- 
fiancta this year as the two foregoing, becaufe they 
received a fmall portion of provifions hy the lafl fliip. 
And. yet. becaufe their mouths were multiplied, and 
they could go no wherft abroad till May for want of a 
boat, they were often in ftraits enough ; therefore their 
Diary notes it as a peculiar fcftivity, chat in the Eafter 
holidays they had eat bread once 'more, and each of 
them bad a whole partridge for his fliflre. They either 
bartered the malt that was fent them for peale, or ground 
it and boiled it into a foop, and d^nk water. Some- 
times a Greenlander brought fomc bread to fell, that 
had been given him at the colony. When they could 
embark on the fea again, God profpered their fifbery 
or reindeer-hunting to i'upply their want. And when 
they had caught nothing. Providence dire^lled the 
Groenlinders to bring and otier than ^gs. Onc« 
when they had caught ifothing at all, they found a • 
fioalLdead ieal in the fea.with a dart in it, and the 
Greeolailder that f^ruck it brought them another to 
redeem his dart. Thus the Lord hdped them from 
time to time. And that they might not be obliged to 
melt fnow and ice in the:room.a]l the winter: for watery 
as they had done hitherto, -they tried to dig awell, and 
found fo much water that they have never wanted: 
linoe. . 

At length they:were competently fupplied with. pro- 
vifions, by the arrival of.the fliip on the 6th o^ July.- 
Their fellow-helper Chriilian Stach returned in her, 
whom they had -del^aied lafl: year Co Gunany.. On 
his voyage thither .with. the xevereiid Mr. E^e, hs 
bad'eninunteiedibur violent, ftorms,. and -had ezpbrii 
enced the Lord's intlracuious interpofition ito his abafe* 
mont, efpeciaUy m the klLtempefl: vtthich'JTcfel ihem 
in. a thick mift onthft. ooatl of Nonvav);: it iafled ctA^ 
an hour, . but' It fllmali ; oyerfet the~iuil{V"^ dafliel 
B b 2 thiity 
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thirty vcflels to pieces on the Norway coaft. From 
Copenhagen he travelled through Holfatia and Hamburg 
to Magdeburg, and gave fome account of Greenland 
to the Lutheran Abbot Steinmetz, who had done fome 
conritjetable fervices to the Moravian brethren during 
his former cure at Teflien in Upper-Silefia. From 
thenc£ he proceeded u> Hermhuth, and having there 
refrefhed himfelf in body and foul for three weeks, in- 
formed the congregation of the ftate of the milGon, 
and recommended it to their prayers and fupport, he 
let out again firft to Jena, where hevifited the late 
Rev. Mr. Brumhart and the reft of the ftudents who 
were in fomeconnexion with the congregation ; and then 
he came to Frankfort on the Mayn, in hopes of meet- 
ing the Count there. Here he found Chriftian David 
among others, who, tho' abfent from Greenland, had 
faithfully borne their afiairs on his heart. But as the 
Count was gone to England, he haflened thither, re- 
fated by word of mouth the paft circumftances of his 
brethren and the miffion to him and his fellow-labour- 
ers, and defired their counlcl and fupport. They 
made their <^ferration$ on fevcral things, bid him be 
of good courage, and cheared him with the example- 
of the miffion in St. Thomas'^, which was already in 
a Aouriifaing ftate, but they could give him but little 
advice relative to their particular circumftances. With 
lefpefl to their outward fupport, they promifcd to do 
all that VM poi&fale, and took the necellary Heps to it 

aircai^. 

During his ftay in Herrnhuth, Cbri/iian Marp'ef 
had offered himfelf to the fervice of the heathen in 
Greenland, and travelled with him to Holland, where 
his call was confirmed, and the ordination to his of- 
fice imparted to him, by the laying on of the hands of 
bi{hop David Nitfchman. They travelled from Am- 
fterdam,inthe'name of God, to Copenhagen, and, with 
the royal permiSion in very kind terms, fetlail May 
nth for Greenland, where after many difKcultics they 
airived in s haven four leagues diftant from the colo- 
*T> J^y 5*^ ^"^ ' ftorm from the Ibuth drove the 
feflel uponaroct, where it remained twelve -hours 
ih iuch a pylons pofture, that they could fee the 
', : - k«el 
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keel of the fhip at low water j yet they got her off 
without any damage. The next day they were received 
and conduced to their habitation by the brethren, 
with mutual joy and thankfulnefs, and afterwards each 
was introduced into his proper employ. 

5 3- 

By thefe brethren they received an account, that 
their friends in Holland would fend them a new bout 
by the whale-fifliers, which they ftiould receive at the 
outermoft iflands. Accordingly they waited twice for 
feveral days together, but all in vain ; therefore, they 
could thinic no other but that the fhip and boat were 
Aiipwrecked. This fuppofed lofs was fo much the more 
painful to them, as they could fcarce venture abroad 
any more in their old leaky boat. I'hey write con- 
cerning it as follows : When we look at our boat, it 
makes us fliudder ; it was given us when its owners 
were afraid to ufe it any longer ; and when we had 
rpent great labour in ntting it up, it was damped 
again, and again repaired ; but now 'tis grown fo very 
rotten and leaky, that we can run our knives through 
it, therefore we are at a lofs how to get to the hea- 
then, and we wonder every time we get home alive. 
But we commit our circumftances to him who bed 
knows our call, our mind and our diftrefs ; and often 
fmg : " A man may wholly lofe his road, ^— Yet 
" ne'er muft lofe his faith in God." 

They had reafon enough to fear the lofs of the fliip 
and boat, for there was this year an unufual cold &a- 
fon, when ftrong drink froze in the warm rooms, and 
people's faces froze even in May, and there were alfo 
frequent ftorms, in one of which the captain that 
brought the brethren the cafk from Holland laft year, 
lofl his ihip in a haven 120 leagues fouih of Grood- 
hope. The crew faved themfelves and Ibtne provifions 
in two boats, but they were ohliged to go above 200 
leagues to fearch fora Dutch fliip. 

The boatmen at the colony met with feveral miifor- 

tunes too ; once when a fudden tempeft arofe, and they 

were making for a place of fafety, they with their 

Bb 3 boat 
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boat were forced away, and the brethren Mrere obliged 
(o go to fecic for them, who after three days found 
them unhurt indeed, but almoft frozen andftarvedto 
death. Butthe greateft fatality thefe boatmen had to 
ftruggle with was in December, when, as they were 
returning from a trading voyage, and were got within 
four leagues of home, a violent wtnd drove them among 
ice, and there they were impounded and toffed abouc 
in the fea by mountainous waves for the fpace of four 
days. At length they recovered land, but it was 28 
leagues back ; when they were all landed, the wind 
tore their boats loofe and drove them away to fea. Hap- 
py for them, they got to a Grecnlsnder who lodged 
tncm feveral days, and conveyed them half the way 
home by water. Then they were obliged to fet out 
on fool in violent cold weather over this rough billy 
country, anil after two days march they came to fome 
lavages who dlrcded them home the reft of the 
Way. ; . 

§4- 
But to return to the brethren ; .is opportunities failed 
them to addrefs themfelves to the hearts of the hea- 
thens, they were obliged to confine themfelves to learn- 
ing the language and to their own edification. In 
their Bible- hour, they read the pfalms through, and 
begun once more the epiftles of the Apoftles. They 
made remarks here and there, irhich I ihall pafs over, 
as it i$ not a branch of their hiftory, though they are 
more fyjlematical than one could have expected of 
them. However, I will cite one meditation, as appli- 
cable to their external poverty hitherto, and the feem- 
jng fruitlefsnefs of their labours. They write, *' In 
f* the. beginning of the year, on reading 2 Cor. viii 
.".and'ix, where the Apoftle writes concerning the 
" contribution for the faints at Jerufalem, we called 
" to mind that we are obliged to live here in Green- 
•' land on fuch contributions. Now, though wo 
** fee that we flial!' fcarce be able to maintain ourfelves 
*' by the labour of ouf own hands, yet we can't help 
" wifbing, if it was poffible, that we could fubfift 
. " without 
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" without help anif ' tencfaflions from without. Not 
*' becaufe we ftiould regret being indebted to our 
*' friends (though on account of ftrangers and fuch as 
** are fond of every occafion of reproach. We (hall 
*• always be fcrupulous even of this, that we may not 
** fall undir the cenfure of fcorners), but bedaufe it is 
*' very natural, even for children of God, to be tired 
*' out if they do not foon fee the fruit of our labour. 
'• Now we ourfelves do not yel fee", when and how 
"■ it inay arrive fo far^ that we fliall- be able to re- 
** joicein arty bleffing fpringingup amoiig this pefi- 
*' pie, efpecially as we have yet no fuificient oppor- 
" tunity to learn their language petfeiSly, in order 
*** to exprefs what our hearts think about them. But 
** we Ihall and will (hew all the faithfulnefs that is 
" in our power in the part committed to us, ^od bc- 
*' lieving in him whom we do not fee as ifwk faw him, 
*' we fully hope, that he will difcloft to us one of 
*' the many thoufand ways and means, that are as yet 
*' in the fecrets of his cabinet, hoW' we are to exe- 
*' cute his commiiEon to his honour. And ire ho^ 
'• *lfo in ftmplicily that our brethren and fri^ds' in 
** Europe, who endeavour to promote the falvation 
*' of thefc infidels by their adjutory ben efaft ions, may 
** be of defame mind. In the' mean tiihej it is cet- 
*' tain, we enjoy every morfel with thankfulnsfs -' and 
•* gratitude towards our benefaftors, nor do we forget 
*' fiicm in our prayers." 

§5- ■ ' .-t. 

Who can wonder that they were troubled at thett 
un^itfulnefs, after they had fpent five years with all 
imaginable faithfulnefs in a fuccefslefs labour on the 
heatheii ? Who can Wortder that they fliould be con- 
cenied, left their fuperiors and bcnefa<aors fhould be 
difcour^ed and with-held J(if not by the expence, .y^t 
by ail kind of miftonftra£lions concerning this under- 
taking) from rifking any thing more on it, efpecially 
as by this time cbey had heard, that their unprofita'ble 
B b 4 labeuri 



tvGooj^le 



376 HISTORY OF GREENtAND. B. V. 

labours were derided ifi many places *? But they com- 
forted themlelvps -^ndcr this reproach, and extr^^ed 
hope out of it from the, example of our Saviour, who 
alfo met with this taunt : " Phyficiaji, heal thy- 
•' felf." 

A perfon that had known the heathcti, that had feett 
the Iit[lf benefit from the great pains hitherto t^kcn 
with them, and confidcred that one after another had 
abandoned all hopes of the converfion of thefe i|ifidels, 
and fomf thought they would never be converted till 
they faw miracles wrought, as in the Apoftles days, 
(and this the Greenlandcrs expciflfd and dtmandcd of 
their inflruAors}; one that confidercd this, I fay, wpuld 
not fomuch wonder at the paft unfruitfulfiefs of thele 
young beginners, as at their jledfaft perfeverance in the 
niidft of nothing but diArefs, difficulties and impediments 
inurfiailly and externally, and that they nevef de- 
/ponded of the converfion of thefe poor creatures a- 
jnidft an feeming impofTibillties. 

Hitherto they had not feen the leaft trace of an 
abiding blelQpg apd impreffion from the truths that had 
been held fprth unto them. The Greenhitders that 
came &om a diltance, were flupiJ, ignorant and void 
of refleflian, and tt^e little they could tell them at a 
Ihortvilft, even if it was heard with fome impreJSon, 
.died iUiva/ prefently in their perpetual wanderings. 
Thpfo that lived confhncly at BallViIver, and had 
been inftrufled fo many years, were not grown better, 
but moft of them worfe ; they werediigufted, tired, 
and hardened againft the truth. They rciolved to hear 
flQ more without a piefent, for they would be paid 
evcfl for lending their ears. As lojig as they were told 
-affyjcind of pews, they hearkened with plcafure ; they 
could alfo bear to hear fome little hiUories out of the 

• A «rWJO wriler applied in moAtty the poet') vfordi to the Gteen- 
Itnd bmhien ( JV« t^mtmifrmi,, it frup, anhmirt nali. When ihi! 
wu coBiniBiiicUid to tbe Count, he fpreaa it tttfine t^e Lofd with n iot- 
towrul heirt u H>^ickiab did, ind ceaM net to priy h'lci lhi( be wouJJ 
take miy thia reproach from hii f=rnntt fotthe fike of the bitietfuRcr' 
iBfi of J<:liis, and foor -aftei he decland hit haftj Oat the anCHet- w» 
notfuMf. And behoM, ia^e very fjme ycu, he u-as icjoiccd with the 
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Bible, anfi the Miracles of our Saviour and his Apof- 
tles. But if the mi^onaries would teach them the 
right notions of the pature and attributes of God, of 
the fall and the corruption of the foul, of God's 
wrath aeainft fin, of the neceffity of an atonement, 
of faith in Jcfus, of the means of grace, of the cure 
and (anflification of the ruined difordered foul and bo- 
dy, of the example of Chrift, and of eternal happt- 
nefs or mifery ; they were fleepy, faid yes, to all, but 
flunk away prefently. Or elfe they Ihewed their dif- 
like openly, atid began to talk of their feal-catching ; 
or they excufed themfelves, that they could not 
underhand and comprehend it. " Shew us the God 
" you defcribe (faid they), then we will believe in him 
'* and ferve him. You reprefcnt him too fublime and 
*' incomprehenfible, how fliall we come at him ? Nei- 
'* ther will he trouble himfelf about us. We have 
" invoked him when we had nothing to eat, or when 
" we have been lick, but it is as if he would not 
** hear us. We think, what you fay of him is not 
" true. Or, if you know him better than we, then 
" do you by your prayers obtain for us fuScient food, 
'* a healthy body, and dry houfe, and that is all we 
" defire or want.. Our foul is healthy already, and 
" nothing is wanting, if we have but a found body and 
" enough to eat. You are another fort of folk than we; 
" in your country, people ;nay perhaps have difeafed 
" fouls, and indeed wc fee inuances enough in thofe 
" that come here, that they are good for nothing } 
" they mayftand in need of a Saviour and of a phyfi- 
" cian for the foul. Your heaven and your fpiritual 
*' Joys and felicities may he good enough for you, but 
'* this would be too tedious for us. We muft have 
" feals, fiflies and birds. Our foul can no more fub- 
" fift without them, than our bodies. We ftiall not 
" find thefe in your heaven, therefore we will leave 
,*' your heaven to you and the worthlefs part of the 
'* Greenlur Jcrs ^ but as for us, we will go down to 
" Torngarfuk, there wo fliall find an exuberance of 
" every thing without any trouble." 

Thus they endeavoured to ward off) or even to ridi- 
cule, every thing that might excite a wholefome faving 
concern 
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concern in their fouls, T dare not mention their pro- 
phane mockery at the rayfteryof the Holy'Trinityand 
the Holy Sacrament, which fome of the favages had 
heard or fecn fomething of. When they were in a hu- 
mour for it, and had no threats nor impofed filence to 
check them, there was no truth too facredfor them to 
difplay their wit and banter upon; for the moft 
flupid Greenlander can however mifufe his under- 
fianding. 

In thelwginning, people accounted them virtuous, 
becaufe little or no vice was perceived among (hem. 
And they themfelves knew as well how to value them- 
felves, and defpife others, on account of the abfencc 
of certain vices which break out among others, as m»- 
ny in Chriftendom do, who endeavour to pacify them- 
felves with their bare honed life and their felf-right- 
eoufnefs. But by degrees their admirers found, that 
their outfide morality oiily fprung from the fear of an 
ill name, and their celebrated hofpitality had ho othfV 
ground but the love that finners and heathens have to 
thofe of their crew, according to the difcription our 
Saviour gives of them, that they " give only to thofe 
** from whom they expeft as mucK again." 

5 6. 

All this was far from yielding any hopeful profpcS 
of the converfion of the Greenlandcrs, But this ww 
rot all, they withdrew from the company of the bre- 
thren, as people that did not fuit their purpofe. In- 
deed in June many of them fled to the Europeans, be- 
catife a report was fpread, that the Southlandcrs would 
come and murder the Greenlanders in thefe parts- 
But when fome boats full of thefe formidable guetls 
^fived, the Miflionaries got an opportunity to lay the 
doi^rine of Jefus on their hearts as well as on the 
others, though they yet faw no way how the light 
of the Gofpel would be able to break through the thick 
darknefs with which thefe people wefe benighted. But 
alas, as foon as thefe ftrangers were packed off, the 
v^itipg was over, and the brethren faw themfelves ne- 
ceffitatediD featch after their acquaintance among the 
' '" iflands 
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tflands in their old leaky boat. I will only fpeciiy one 
fuch vifi ting- voyage, and rcprelent the condition of 
the heatben at that time- • in ihe Miilicnary's owa 
wof-ds. 

-Thcj fct out in November to go to Kangek, but 
werfidrivefiby contrary winds to the fouihern Iflands^ 
where dvey. in«t.witb many Itnown and unknown Green- 
landers, ajid among the reft fiuind Ippegau, who two 
years ago nndef God's particulu. providence had kept 
them alive with deal's flefli, and fince that time bad 
been in the fouth. They were kindly received by thefe 
people, and though in a couple of days they gave them 
to underhand that they wanted them to go back, yet 
they wcM 'prevailed on to give one of the brethren 
leave ;o l|va a little 'H4ule with them for the fake o£ 
improving himlelf in their language. Accordingly 
Matthew Stach ftaid a month with them, and wrote 
faiS'brethien the following account of them : 

*' 7hey. are very variable in their behaviour, asyotc 
V - know tbey always are. Sometimes they are croft, 
** and- fametJmca kindtowu-ds me. In the beginning 
" I could t^ a -great deal with them, and now and 
" thei).Ic<»dtbemapaflage outoftheNewTel)anent, 
** but pow.lheir defire of hearing is over. I have told 
*' theRi-ti*"-)'e>i<Hiwhydie Son of God .was obligod 
*' to'die,:,bM: they h£ve no ears for fuch things, and 
" deQre nM ^o go out with them and calj upon Ood't 
*' SotT't^.ieivlv them feals, becaufe they arc in want. 
*', I acDofj^anfliocked at their \voeful ftate. What I 
" tcm them ef divine tbings, is only a fubje^ ipi their 
" chit-chat and laughter. On the otha band, thsy 
'* extol their forcerers, who cui vanish out of their 
" fight, eta glide along an invifible rope to tbe hea- 
** vcos above and to die abyflcs beneath, and com* 
" pel thQ ijifernal powers to unchain the captive feaU. 
" And when I Ihew them the abfurdity of fuc^ 
" romantic fi^ioni, and deferibe the true Aate 
" of. besKtn ■. aid hell p .they frown in 'anger, 
" bid ime .bold- my .tongue, and fc; tjurch off. 
■" Anothes time , they 'tell ,ine, th^ believe all I. fey, 
-*' would have me {lay longer .with them, and learn 
*' their bua^uage, that Ima^ be able to tell them more* 
" But 



D,3,t.zedtv Google 



38o HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. V. 
, ** But this good-will is but of ftort duratiOTT. Once 
" they duiccil two whole nighta ninnii^ ; I bciieve 
** there were i <o people together in the houfc ; feme 
** of them tried to affront and teaze me alt manner of 
*' ways, and they drummed and bellowed Co horribly 
** during their dancing and finging, that they made 
" my cars alee. But I direAed my heart to the Lord, 
" and interceded in fecrct for the falvation of thcfe 
** poor Ibuls. The next day it rained very hard ; then 
*' they would have meprayto theSonof God, becaufe 
** he was almighty, to give them good weather, that 
** the wet might not run through the roof into their 
'* houfcs. I told them, there was no necelSty to 
** pray for that, becaufe they only need fpread their 
*' tent-fkins upon the roof, and then die rain could 
" not foak through j they Ihould rather pray with me 
** to God to be gracious to their fouls. But they 
" only laughed at me, and told me, they underfiood 
" nothing of the matter, nor did they ftand in need 
" of it ; though fer me, perhaps it might be good. 
** And indeed in general they treat the name ^ God, 
" and what they have heard, and declared their belief 
*' of fo many years, in a very contemptuous and fpitc- 
" ful manner. They frequently aflc queflions, which 
" found very fooliOi, and yet contain deep-invented 
" fatyrs upon the truth. My foul is often in a flunc, 
" when they mock my God. However, the children 
" all love me and run about after me ; fometimes I 
*' call them together, fpealc with them, and afk 
" them fome queftions. They hearken with pteafure, 
** but it is hard to keep them in an attentive mood, for 
<' as foon as their eye or ear is amufed with fome 
** other thing, away they run after it, and what they 
** heard before is inftantly forgot. I was once reading 
" fomething to a Greenlander, and when I read this 
*' expreflion : ff^e Jhvuld deftift earthfy tbingty he faid, 
" Saogj Why fo, I pray? I informed him, that God 
*' had created mankind not only for this tranfient 
" earthly life, but for an everlafting life, and that it 
" was the unhappy ef&ft of the Fall, that men concerned 
** themfelves folely for the body, and had do care for 
** their immortal foul, nor for ^t flate where they 
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•* are to be fixed for eternity, when Jcfus Chf !ft fliall 
" coore to judge the world, and Ihall condud thofe 
" that believe to heaven, but (hall confign over the 
*' unbelievers and the wicked to the devil; and caft 
" them into unquenchable fire. Hereiipt«i the Gieen- 
" Under replied : if the Son of God is fuch d- ter- 
" riblc Being, I do not want to go toheaven. Then 
« I afked him, 4f he wo^U g» tohelMk*? He an- 
** fwered : No, he would not go there neither, but 
*' would ftay here upon earth. When I made' it clear 
" to him that no man can (lay always on earth, but 
'* all mull die, and after, death mud go toa^ good or 
*' bad place, he mufed a white-andthen faJd, he did 
** not know that, nor did he like to hdf any' indre of 
'* it. At laft he fatd, he muft go a lifhing, his wife 
" had no victuals, Ind he had no ears to admit &ich 
*' incomprdicnfiMe thingt." i^e. 

So little was efFeclied on the Greenlanders by fpealC- 
jog to them of the Attributes of God, of eternal lal- 
vation or damnation, or of Chrifttan duties. Some- 
thing elfe was requifite, and that fomething muft be 
given from above, and accepted in child-like flttiplicity 
and humility. 

§7-, ■ .„,. 

-The pad IMfficuIties and the poor appearance of the 
Greenland miiSon, and alfb the faithful mind and pa- 
tient perfeverance of the miJBonaries, was bri^ and 
livelily exprelTed in fome rerfes, that the yoilngelz ntif- 
fionary Frederic Boehnilh competed and Tent' abroad 
in this year. 

I. Here is a little cmtipany. 
Who through thy grace have choTen thee, - 1 
Who count the tedious hours and days 
Till thou dilFufe thy cheating rays. 
And bid us let thefe heathens know, ' 

Thy grace, thy choice, enfolds them too. "-- 
For thou art He, tiie Scripture calls 
The Saviouf promis'd unU fouls. 
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1. Our tongues iu« flow iai heavy hung, 
Yet. they have Ica^fit the Greenland tongue ^ 
Euth did this ohlUcl^ break through ; 
But pow, alas, xoipes fofnething jgiew. 
Both young and old, too plain we, f^el, 
- Have hearts as hard as ftone or Heel ^ 
. Nay, much befides pbflruds our call. 
,. ^ffat vwnot hir'd *, we'd leave >t ajl. ^ 

3. On ev'ry fide their hearts are hard. 
With locks and bolts fecur'd and t^r'd. 

• ' If we accoft the hoary head, 
. He gives no ear to what is faid ^ 
Of tell the children, of ..the itar - .),-..' 

. That brought the wile men from of^ 

To fee the cfail4 forheatheo? boi:n, . / .. . 
They call the wife-men fools in tcxt^n.- 

4. Yet certainly 'twotild be a (home . 
To fee no more of ^h^t love's iUme,. . 
Which JefuB felt for Cv'ry foul, ... , . 
Here in the frigid northern pole i ;., .^i, ^ 
Particularly fince we Hand ..;!!:.■.; 
United in the brethren's b-ind. 

O my Immanuel, no land 

Can thy grace, at it« hour, withftdnd. : 

5. My God, thou feeft them take th^ fwiog. 
Avoiding thee, and ev'ry thing.: >., . , ; 
Whereby they might -tq'thee.be.tuTn'd.; 

Thus Satan boafls, and thou art fcorn,'d, 

Remember Jefu's torments great, 

Thy Son! ah, hi^-rf^ijvard fromple^,.;' ^ 

HoW) to his grief, : ^ it with-held I 

The heathen are his pprtion ftil'd*., ., 

6. The thpu^l_Bis. world nwy.Ung^Us.fill 
At ourpfoceediogfit-'if-ir-wjU, 1 ,1,,^ . . 
And aft,, what iw R.ttKblp few ; u. .:. 

So many years i|i'Gr«eiilan»l dpi, ...^ , , 

. l*'JU.lFbaDren in the vineTaid, Abrtb. xt. 

Our 
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Our tqngues ftall never hold their peace, 
We'll w^tch the dragon's crgfty ways, . . 

Andftrivetb fave the heathen here. 
La ! imc, tbty well-iKciin'fl efi^fffr *. . . 






• The lift WOT* were allet'd fo at the end of the neitl year, when the 
£rft iccouDt arrived in Europe of Oreenlaoden, who defired to be convened 
in goodeameft. 

. . 4 what 
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what he caught to them. They did not believe that 
he would ftiy longer than the famine laftcd ; however 
they took him in, as an inftrument fent them from 
above for their leirning'the language more fundamen- 
tally. They began to inftrufl him daily, and par- 
ticularly to dirc<a his attention to the ftat'c ofhis heart. 
At firft they perceived nodjffcrence between him and the 
other blind heathens ; but by and by they obferved by 
his behaviour, that fomethine was going forward in 
him, on which account the other favagcs began to pcr- 
fecutc him ; and when they could not entice him to 
leave the brethren, nor to follow their heathenrfli 
practices, they tried by artiRces to induce the brethren 
to forte him away, charging him with having fecretly 
purloined feveral things. But, after ftrifl examination, 
it was found that they had wickedly invented their 
accufationi, as they themfelves were forced to own. 
By degrees they perceived fome emotions in. his heart, 
cfpecially when they prayed with him, diiring which 
the tears generally ftood in his eyes. 

Now though uiis firft Greenlander afterwards went 
away again, notwithftanding the many ftirrings he 
had felt ; yet he afforded them a little fefrefBing tafte 
of joy ift the beginning. Therefore they write at the 
end of May: " We have fome little hopes that our 
** Redeemer will ffiep forth in his bleeding form, and 
•* difplay the exceeding great power of hFs blood on 
** the hearts even of the benighted Greenlanders. 
*' But how does it abafe us when we read in the ac- 
" counts received by the fliip, that our brethren's 
*< labour is attended with the full blefling of the Gof- 
*' pel in all places, among chriftians and heathens, 
" efpecially in St. Thomas's, whil^'poor we in a 
** mUiher go away empty. But courage, dear bre> 
** thren ! and belieye with us that our Lord will (till 
*' at laft do glorious things In Greenland, Mean 
** while, we vnll not intermit our prayers and fuppli- 
*< cations for the falvation «f thele poor people, that 
" the power of our Rcdeemcr't blood may be ap- 
" parent oo their hearts." 



$.'». 
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, Si- 

And now this their hopti bSgaH to come to a com* 
pletioh} for a couple of days after the above lamen' 
tation about their ilnfruitfullien<, arid invocation of the 
power of our Redeemer's blood, the firH Greenlander, 
a wild Southl^nder quite unknown, who had never 
yet heard awOrd abbut God, was fol Idly awakened 
By the doilrine of Jefus's fufferings : By which the 
promife b£gan to be fulfilled, which the brethren had 
received at their iirft entrance into the country *« viz. 
Rom. XV. 21. *' To whom he was not fpokcn af^ 
*' they fliall fee," i^c. I will relate this important 
event in their own words f. 

" June 2d, many of the Southkndefs that went by 
•' here, vilited us. John Beclc was juft writing out 
" fair, part of a tranflation of the Evangelifts. The 
" favages wanted very much to know what was con- 
'' tained in that book. Hcreadfomethingof it tothem, 
'* and took that opportunity to enter into a difcourfe 
" with them. He aiked thetti, if they had an im- 
*' mortal foul ? they faid, yes ! He aficed again. Where 
" their foul would gO when their bodies died ? Some 
*' faid, up yonder j and fome faid, down io the abyfs. 
*•■ After he had fct them to rights, he aflted them, 
•* Who had made heaven and earth, man,, and every 
" thing vilible ? They replied, they did not know, 
" nor had they ever heard, but it muft certainly be a 
" great and opulent Lord. Then he told them, how 
*' Qod created all things good, particularly man, but 
" man revolted from him through difobedicnce, and 
" was plunged into the moft extreme mifery and riiin, 
*' But he bad mercy upon him, and became man, 
*' that he might redeem mankind by fufFering and 
" dying. Now we mull believe in him, if we would 
"'" be faved. Hereupon the holy Spirit prompted thii 

• See p. 317. 

+ The viaid of thia dajr was vetj remitksble, With reference to AA 
>af{ fniitleTt libour on the heathen, aad the bow cnfuing dunble blellin^ 
It WMi/o.lxv. t^.th^foalliut UiotT in vtm, *>r brm^ ftrih ftr trta- 
tbiferibff an ibifad y ibi ilrjfid ef the Lord, t-id ibrir cff-ffrini v'lA 
■ibtiif t'httl were Che ctf-rpHngof thofe bleHedor the Lord, I mean, tb* 
kBg-*Mi*llBd and fbrgoncn United BRthren, cemforted sbont ibeii paft 

Vc^. 1. C c « brother 
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*' brother to dcfcribe the Agonies and De^th of Jefus, 
*' with more and more energy, and he exhorted thens 
*' with an afiedled heart, to think ferioufiy how much 
*' it had coft our Saviour to redeem us, and on that 
*' account they fliould by no means withhold their 
*' hearts from him, which he had earned at fo dear a 
** rate ; for he had been wounded, flied his blood and 
** died to purchafe them, nay he had endured fuch 

* snguilfa of foul, that it made him fweat blood. At 
*' the fame time, he read out of the New Teftament the 
" biftory of our Saviour's conflift on the Mount of 
" Olives, and of his bloody fweat. Then the I^rd 
*' opened the heart of one of them, whofe name was 
*' Kaiarnak, and he ftepped up to the table, and faiJ 
*' with aloud, earnell and affefling voice; *' How 
*' was that ? tell me that once more ; for I would fain 
** be faved too" *. Thefe Words, (fays the brother) 
^' the iilce of which I had n«ver heard from a Grcen- 
*' lander before, penetrated through my very marrow 
**. and bone, and kindled my foul into fuch an ardour, 
" that I gave the Greenlanders a general account of 
" our Saviour's whole life and death, and of the coun* 
*' fel of God for our Salvation, while the tears r^i 
" dowli my cheeks. In the mean time the reft of the 
*' brethren came home from their employments abroad, 
V and began with joy to tell the heathen yet more oif 
*' the way of falvation. Some of them laid their hands 
'■'■ upon their mouths, as is cuftomary among them 
" when they are ftruck with wonder. Some, who had 
.*' no reJifli for the fubjeft, flipped away fecretly; but 
'* ocSers defired we would teach them alfo to pray : and 
" when we accordingly prayed, they repeated it man]r 
*' limes over, that they plight not forget it. In IhoE^ 

* A couple of months bcfoir, they wrote : " One of Ebe beathent T^ 

* (i:«l ui, in-Jwetold him what inihiced u» to come into their conntrj, 
" T-i... becaufe they were fo iciy ignoiant of divine thingi, and if they 
•' c^nti^iucd lb, they could not go to God, Therefore we would infeutt 
'" Chi.^i in (he Itnowledge of God nidhis wcrd, and if they embraced it, 
•• and (trove to follow what vu gdad, they would go with u> lo God vrtutt 

-" they died. He bearicened dUigenilv, but wai at the fame tiuM quir« 
'■ ftiJI and unmoved." As the marter propounded dif!en, fa doe9tl|e 
effeft too. " Nrui,-uba ihty hmd Tiii (namsly about ytfiaibvwtt 
■ *' tnc'^ti, and. who wu htb LerJ and Cbrifij tbffimrt fritladm liar 
" biart, aitd Jaidi Wb»t foall vit da t Adii ii. 36,37. ; 

- i'- ^cre 
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f^ there was fucfa an agitation and flirring among 
** them, as we had never ieen before. At talcing leavtf, 
** they proniilied to call upon us again foon and bett 
** of this matter again, and they would alio tell the 
" reft of their people of it. 

*' June nth, foqic of them ca^ne again, and ffiaid 
.** all night with us, Kajamak luicw nill a great deal 
f^ of what we had Cold him, and could fay Ipmewhzt 
ffi of the prayers. He iaTd, he would now go to his tent^ 
^ and tdl his family, efpecially his little foni tbcfe 
V great things. 

** Tbe 18th, a greaC number of Southlanders vifited 
** us again. Moft of them had no ears to hear. But 
^^ we difcern more and more that Kajarnak has got ft 
** hook in his heart, that he wiU fcarcc lofe a^in. 
** He has always fomething in bis mind, either auoit 
** ejaculation, or a text that he has hesrd of us. He 
■ ^* alfo told us, that he was often reminded in his inward 
** man to pr^. From that time he vilited us more 
*^ frequently, and at lafl came to live entirely with ut. 
^* When we fysjic to him, he is often fo afFeded, that 
^* the tears roll down his iace. He is a very particular 
" man ; \^om we cannot but wonder at, when we 
** confider the great fupinenefs and ftupldity of the 
" Greenlanders, and that they can comprehend no- 
*' thing but what they are daily converfant with. But 
** this man Icarce hears a thing twice, before he ua- 
*' derftands it, and retdns it in. his mind and heart. 
" At the fame time he fhews an uncommon love to 
*' us, and a conftant defire to be better ioftru&ed, 
** fo that he feems to catch every word but of our 
*-* mouths, which we have n^ver perceived in any 
** Greenlander before. O dear brethren, how many 
*' an agreeable hour have we now, after fo much for' 
" row, when we fpealc and pray with this man I Help 
** us to entreat the faithful Saviour, that he would 
" flicd abroad his light all over this nation, and give 
*'■ them ears to hear and hearts to underftand, and that 
** he would haftcn hiawork of grace on this firfiling, 
*' that we and you may foon fee his glory in Grotnlam. 
*' according to:our hope; and as for us, we ha^e now 
*' an antettaft of it. The Lord be praiTed for the lie- 
Cc 3 «» tie 
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-*' tie he gives us to fee, and for letting us attain the 
'< aim of our faith in a Itnall degree, after having 
" waited five years in a believing hope," 

What David fays, was foon exemplified in rfiis GreCn- 
Jandcr: " /^^/iVvcdf, and therefore have I^diffn; but! 
" was firt treuhltd." Hb family or tent-companions, 
confifting of nine pafons, were the flrft that were 
brought under convifiions by his word and walk j and 
before this month was out, three large ^milies of 
-Southlanders came with bag and baggage, and pitched 
their tents by the brethren. Tbey came to hear the 
joyful news of their redemption i and when the brethren 
could find no words to exprefs themfelves fuffictently 
intelligible, Jtro/arndi helped them, out of the fulnefs of 
bis heart. They were all very much moved, and 

' feveral, nay even fome that had been oppofers at lirft, - 

- declared that they would now believe, and would ftay 

' there the winter, with Kajarnak, though but few 
kept their word. Moll of them w^nt away foon after 
upon the reindeer hunt ; they took leave with tears, 

' andptomifed to cams again towards winter. But Ka- 
jarnak would not go with them, for fear his foal 

-ihould fufFer harm, which alas ! was the cafe widi the 
reft^of them; for though they came again, yet they 
were grown very wild, and after fome time they went 

. quite away. Poor Kaj'arnak, having no tent of his 
own, was brought into great ftraits by it. The bre- 

, thren offered him their own dwelling, though it was 
but very fmall. But he only defired a couple offkins 

' for a tent, and faid, that this was the third time his 
friends had for&ken him, and taken with them the 
women'i-boat and tent, which he had fhared in the 
builditig of, becaufe he would nbt foUow their mind. 
From this circumftance it may be gathered, that there 

; was ft work of grace in him even before he had heard 
of hb Creator and Redeemer, though he himfelf did not 
underRand it, and therefore the word took fire in bis 
heart at the very firft preaching. 

Indeed the brethren were always in concern left his 

- friends ihould entice him away ; for . they took all op- 

_ . , portunities 
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portunities -to exaggerate the difiicnlties oPhU new way 
of life, and the bondage he would be under in compari- - 
fon to their wild unbounded freedom, and at the f»m? 
time to make the teachers contemptible, and their doc> 
trine, .morals and amity fufpicious. But as he was- 
very dilFerent from the generality of the Greenlanders 
in point of fincerity and openheartednefs, and ingenu- 
Gufly difclore(J to, the brethren the good atid bad reports 
propagated concerning them among the heathens, and. 
alwaysconferred with them about every thing he intend- 
ed to take in hand, and whenever he formed a refoluti- 
an, always flood to his yea and nay ; therefore they could 
cpnfole themfelves, that amidft all the temptations he 
was expoled to. He that [had begun the good work in . 
lym, would accompli Ih it. 

. And in truth, he fhewed an uncommon ftedfaftnefs 
and precaution for a beginner, in all the allurements - 
Ud mockeries he met with. When they defpifed him 
ftnd his teachers, inftead of long vindications, he only 
replied : " And yet I will ftay with them, and hear the 
** words of God, which have once tailed fo well to 
" me." If they would hear him, he fpoke ; if they 
reviled him, he held his peace, after he had borne his 
tellimony to the truth in a few ferrous words. At 
laft he effefled fo much upon his ncareJl friends, that 
they refolved to move again to the brethren ; and when 
the brethren went to fetch them, fome other fainilies 
b^ged they would allow them a place, and alSftthem 
in building a houfe, which was promifed them with 
joy. 

§4. 
Thus in the beginning of 0£lober, when the fnow 
4nd froft fets in, apd the Greenlanders remove out of 
their tents into their wiiiter-houfes,, above 20 perfons 
were lodged together in two houfes, tho' one of them 
was afterwards deferted again. The brethren began a 
morning and evening-hour for prayer and catechifati- 
on with the two remaining families of Kajarnak and 
his relation Simek^ and on Sundays a pafTage out of the 
Bible was read and explained to them. They took five 
pcrfonSj whom they could look upon as the neared 
C c 3 candidates 
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candidates for baptifni, into a more cltrffc tuititm. And 
they began a fchool with five children. Althou|h Ai« 
fchool gave them a good deal of trouble in the begin- 
ning, becaufe the Greenland children are not Cafiljf to 
be kept to one thing, nor are they aceuflcifried to attf 
kind of education, and the parents themfelves could 
not fee the ufe of reading and writing ; yet, af^er much 
trouble and talking, they brought it fo far th^t fome be- 
gah to read. 

When the GrCenlanders were lick, tfie brethren were 
obliged to be their doflors, and though they themfelves 
Were inexperienced, yet the Lord blefled their few me- 
dicines in various cafes. Concerning this they writfe : 
** We have no wonder-working faith, nor do we dc- 
•' fire it, but yet we fee that God bleffes the medicines 
** that our brethren hate fent us in kind love, not on- 
** ly to bodily cures on the Greenlanders, but toen- 
** creafe their confidence towards us ; lb that they are 
*' more attentjve when we point out the htiman mifery, 
'' and difplay the love of God j and can we be of 
•' any fervice to the bodily health of thcfe poor people, 
** it will without doubt have a good effe^ upon theit 
" fouls." 

Two invalids wanted to have a form oF prayer 
adapted to their circum fiances, and we indulged them 
in it, though we informed them at the fame time, that 
they might always and in all place's fpread their com- 
plaints before our Saviour out of their own hearts. 
When they replied, that they did not know fuitable 
words for it j the brethren fee their children as a pat- 
tern before them, who fimply tell their deftres to the 
parents without fludying for words, and are direilly 
heard. Through the power of the Gofpel, thefe new 
comers alfo kept from finking under the trial of fick- 
nefs ; and though the common Greenlanders have a 
more dreadful fear of death than any nation, yet there 
was but little of it to be perceived in thtfe even un- 
baptized beginners ; Kaja;nak declared in a very bad 
fit of ficknefs, that he had no freedom nor inciination 
to beg of God for his bodily reftoration, but was re- 
iigned to him to do with him accordi;; - eo his own 
will. 

Thia 
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This lovdy^ beginning did however foon admit of 
ap occadoa for admonition and cprreftion. At the ; 
return of the fun at the winter folftice in December, - 
thef were invited by the favages in the neighbourhood 
to their dance, and though they were warned againfi it, 
yet moft of them went thither fecretly. Now after . 
they hid flept upon it, they were told from £xgj. xxxii.. 
and I Cw. x, how dearly it had coft the people of-. 
Qod to follow fuch carnal merriments, in which they 
had levelled themfelves with the heathen. Though the 
grea t eft p ai to f t h em w e re convicted ^nd afhamedi" yer 
the brethren were obliged to hear to their grief, how 
readily fome could vindicate themfelves by the exam- 
ple of, and complaifance to, others .at fuch kind of al-, 
lowed diveriioQS, 

5 s.. ' ■ 

Somudi the more neceflary was it for the brethren 
to watch over their weak inexperienced fheep who 
were not baptized, and yet were expoTed to fo many 
allurements and bad examples ; that fo the feed o^ 
God''s word might not be choked in its earlieft tender 
, growth. To tniaend, they went, 
~with them to their fifheries, & 
themfelves went out with their t 
turf or other necefTaries of life,l 
^t home with the Greenlanders, t 
Vfith the faving word of life, and 
among their vitltants. Befides, tl 
boat, received this year from H( 
people of the fa<3ory twice on' 
They laid hold of thefe opportunities to .make the 
Gofpel knownto the Green landers, to fetthofe truths iii 
their right light .which they had heard formerly, but had ■ 
obfcured or adulterated in their minds by their oVn fu~ 
perflition, and to fpur them on to true converfion. 
Four men were not fufficient for all this fpiritual and 
tiodily labour, and they were hut four, as Chrillian 
Stach was this year gone again to Germany, in pur^ 
fuance of a call given him. Therefore they faw them- 
felves under a neceffity to make application for two 
C c 4 helpers 
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helpers more. And as their prcfent houfe vt2s In a 
ruinous condition, and only contrived to ' fervc three 
perfons, though now fevcn people of both ftxes muft 
live in it, and when they had vifitors, they could fcarce 
flir in it, much -lefs have'room to WTite ; thereforc- 
they begged, that if it waspoffible, the brethren would' 
help them td a new houfe, containing one large room- 
joid two leifer ones adjoining ; but this wHh could- not 
be accompliflied till foui; years after. 

The SfvpKTH YgARi ^1739. 

* ■• 

THS little awakening that began laft year did not 
decreafe in this, but though it underwent many 
viciffitudes, yet it grew in ftrength through the fur- 
ther publiqatibn 0/ the doflrine of Jefus. The Lord 
made ufe of feveral outward incidents, pot al^sys t\\& 
moft pleafing in appearance, to bring the b^atfien to 
hear the word of God, and to prepare their hearts to. 
In the very beginning of the year therq 
jorous cold, ajid fo much ice fonie mile^ 
colony, that the Greenlantjers could not 
any uiing to eat ; fo that many were fro-, 
i to death for want of t^ain to their lamps 
lellarie; of |ife. This Jiftrefs urged on. 
e their refuge to [he Eiiropcans. • Some 
to walk over the ice 6 leagues, and others ■ 
i journey with tTieirlfEyalcs upoii their 
; they could bring them to thp water. 
ly entreated us to grant them a dwelling- 
> fetqh their wives ajid children who ftood 
_ waitipg' inany leagues off upon the ice. The bre- 
thren fct Qiit directly upon this charitable aiS, and the 
colony fent one of their boats with them: but as the 
jcc denied admittance to the ifland where the poor crea- 
tures had retreated, they wefe forced to leave them f 
,whoIe week in their liiifery, till more favourable wea- 
ther permitted them to bring- them' off. They hai^ 'ai" 
ten days on thp fnow, and had barely kept up life by 
eating old tent-flcins, ihpe-leathcr and fea-wced, How- ■ 
ever. 
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«rer, tii the i^exa time, one GreenUnder had made a 
bold venture, and broii|ht bis wife and two children' 
bither in two kajaks^ He put his vj£e with her leaft 
diild upon her hack in one Icajak; this he lallcaed to- 
another kajak in which he Tat with the biggeft tied up- 
on his back, and in this manner he towed them lib^ 
ther. . :, 

..Tbe;bretbien got their two Greenland boules (», 
Orauded with the£: people, that there wasicaiice roon. 
tb ftir. -They emhnKcd the opportunity that their out- 
ward diftrefs put into their hands, to &talc.to thcif' 
hearts, and it found .good ingre^ witn feveral, at 
might be perceived from fbeir attention and dcfire to 
Uear.imnci ". How Ipng (faid they) have we utd our 
*f fbre^hers neither k.ni3wn nor belined any thing t 
*i^ who would now irefufe' to hear and believer' The 
kuibranion this occafion acknowledged the . favourable 
deration of their outward circumftances with hearty. 
thanl^illnefG towards: God the giver of every good thing* 
and towards tb^ brethren. *" For.((a]Ftbey) whereas, 
^ wh^'we were ii fuch extreme t^ftrefj a coupl^ <^ 
V- yeah ago, we .were glad if many entreaties coult] 
t* prevail upon the Giteenlanders to fell- ua a few 
*'' bones or fcraps that they themfalves were ready to 
W> throw away; treating; us «t the fame time with' a)l 
s^'imag^oable mockery and malice'; now. we have al- 
11.,ways 15 or 20 hungry perfons landing round us 
K- wnen we eat, io w^ofa necelGti^ we adminiHer as 
ft^nquch as we can, efpecially as the bad weather, has 
*^-lafledfevcraIviiC!oks, fo that they can provide * fcaree 
if any thit^. ' We 'al£3 believe that the. afliHancQ we 
*' afford ihfife poor ^people, will not be without a blcf- 
" fing. It alio gave them ar great impreflion whenwe 
'* told them, that our brethren and friends were there- 
** fore fo kind to usj becaul^ they had a great deHre 
** for the falvation and happinefs of the Greenlan- 
*' ders i" 

Among 



f. It is to U bopcd thacooone wiU dtn* icoiMlulian Aom hence, « iT 

fhc brethrea wint'td w make icroporal beijefiii a but to alluie them to their 

plate. 
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:' Among thcfefugitircs, there was one man who had, 
|«ft bis wife in ahild-bcd, and would now live with 
die tr«Aren. ' Bat thc^ fent hitn bw;k with a prefeot, 
and ft proBltfa that if he would fain be coovertod^ be 
OhwM hftvc Icetvc to come again and bring his wifii 
wUh bint ; bat he tsumed hie fats another vnp la.. 
die fpring they carried thefe poor people, at their te* 
<pleft^-bMk to their former place; Yet one family ftaid, 
aad'the RftpMmifcd ta.vint,thDm p&a^ and toconr 
Mid live wkh them'ttnracds Wiaceri that they might 
b^GAd^k^ri* ■ - . 

:■ .'.. ral i»- . ^ , ■ 

, . .y '.; - §a. ■,, ■ 

Iti'ttH rntm-tin»&a bret^i^wdidnM flay inaAive at 
. hoine, fauC'bt g 3M' ih *ii vififS'to/theOreenlandef'B'asearl)' 
a Pebrbary^ fhdugh thay wTecitvobli^ to carry iheip 
boat ^vcrtsgr^t eictentof.icc;-:So»city of pim^eai 
tfbltgedthehrGpcenlandcrsito-bccaiccthemfelves toICan- 
gtki Jc^n Bccte accompanied them, to pt^oceed in in- 
Sfudtiig them atdrto-tcnder falvation rathe reft.of; tits 
)iea(hen. Ha rtdtes^ the following among the rd^'cen'' 
Mnringhis ixdayit abode there. ^ WefbondfirafacHifey 
^ upon an ifland^aAd werealMddgedintbe largeft. Itt 
" theevening I hid a meSting fot |»-;^r with our peo^ 
** pie, at which the favages wondered. The 3d df 
** February, af^r finging a hymn and praying, ITpob} 
*' of the love of God to man, that be would hare all 
** men to be" fevcd and to come to the knowledge 0/ 
•*• the truth. I J)}o4ce with every one -of oura afttrtj 
** Udexhortad Mangek in particular to lead an txan^ 
** pUry lifc'among the' others, as hs vtai ttie £rft. that 
** gave himfelf u^^m: our inftrmaion. The ^jil inany 
*^ came to ICangek- from the o^er illandt to dance; 

^iKtj tob^-them to tutnChrifti«Bi, or to teep thwn togetheri 'No, 
Ac people bcre f)iokea (f, ,vtat iwrf aguo': AIM tfatoutwiniMliS-. 
tnctot th« Greenland congngilion, and the pravifioa for their ftxr, it 
will be eipliuned in the fequel of, the blftoiy. Tit one thing to entice « 
fafon by favoun Id a party, and make him a pnielyte j and mother tbiDg, 
tt tfta the atni of mettj xa evtry one whonrfcodily difirefi force) «>ene 
Af help, without nlpe^ to pcdbnt or feniioiepti, a9d to take this opMu:* 
tunity 10 make luch ■ poor wretch acquualcd with liii CteMor. £1^ 
indcc*! we AsuU W W4ri«'tbaa iMidt^ - ■• . ,__ 
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•* The houfc was fo full that we could not fit down'. 
" We withdrew into another IMtle houfe, andlcttheni' 
*' go on with thei^ racket all nighf.' Afte* they haJ 
'* flcpt themfelvca fober, I told them ibmethfr.g of the 
*' Creation, the Fall and the Redertiption. The 
*• Grefenlandcr Megafc, who flept nc*t to me, ttras 
•* very much afFefled in the evening- prayer. When 
** wc laid ourfeives down, he repeated part of the 
** prayer feveral times, and afkcd in vtrhat mannerour' 
** Saviour delivered us from the devil.- I -Was Vallly 
** plcafed that he was inquifitive about filch a nohle 
•* iubjefl, and thereupon talked to him abofS an hoar. 
** On the 6lh, as foon as (le awoke, fie begaft ilpdn ihe 
*' fame topic. After I had prayed with tftehi, I croC- 
** fed the ice to another ifland to in'ftruS l!!fe favagesV 
" Thcit blindnefs excited my pity, but (3 Aiuch the' 
** more' could I prixe the grace that the Lbrd has bc- 
** flowed on Kajarnak and his houfc, when the dlilfer- 
" ence fo obvioufly ftruck my eye. He longed Tcry 
** much to return to New-Herrnhuth, becatife thedin 
*' of the favages fliockcd him. In the Hetiittg, as three 
*' men that had been at fea ft»d abroad longer than 
** the expefted time, thepeoplc were in great concern;' 
" I comfoned them with the hope that probably they' 
** tarried fo long, becaufe they had caught fomething 
*' that was difficult to bring home. And wHch they rc- 
** turned at midnight with two feals ; tfkey imagined 
" I could prophefy, and therefore they would hence- 
" forth believe all my words. On the 7th they were 
" very attentive to a difcourje about the love of the 
" Lord Jefus, in coming into the world to redeem us 
*' by filtering and dying. Yet in the evening they 
" fell a dancing agrun j however, fomeof them ftaia 
" with me and hearkened diligently to what I faid. 
*' Thus it went till the I ith. Sometimes they were 
•* greedy to hear fomething, and fometimes they weW 
*' carried away by the ftream of vanity again. In th* 
" mean time I fpoke frequently with our people, and 
** efpecially the children, who are very eager, about 
*' the incarnation, fufFerings and death of Jefus. The^ 
*' all kmged very much to be at home again. At 
J taking 
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** taking leave, Megalc gave me a fowl as a token of' 
*' his thankful nefs tern my Aeeping in his houfe, and' 
** telling him fomething of our Saviour. I took par-> 
** ticuiar notice of it, becaufe otherwiJe the Green- 
*' luiders like rather to receive than give-" 
-In a letter which he wrote to New-Herrnhuth dur-: 
iag his abode in Kangek, he fays among other things : • ' 
*' When 1 fee how this croud of people live without. 
** God in the world, and according^ nature prompti 
*- them, the. great love of our faithful Saviour h a-r 
' ** new itnpreffive and important to me. ff^e have. 
*' found mercy. We alfo were once ftrangers, w& 
** were not his people, but he has brought us nighy 
" fo that we now know what aSaviour we have, and 
*' may draw near to him every moment by faith. O 
*.' vzs it t>ut < in our power to requite his generous love 
'* and free grace ! But we can give nothing to him i- 
" yet one thing there is that will be acceptable to him, 
*.' and that is, our ^Mr/. If we prefent that to him, 
" happy are we, and all the efforts of the enemy 
" cannot hurt us, for we arc {faeltered in his wounds. 
** Yet watching and praying will behove us much, if 
" we would maintain the vi^ory. For the enemy has 
" great wrgtb 4gainll thofe that are now refcued 
** from his dominion : how much more ttiei^ agalnft 
•* us who endeavour to make inroads into his king- 
** dom ! I perceive here hts devices and attempts in 
*' various ways ; but the Lord gives us victory over. 
*' them all. To him be the pratfe for ever." 

, § 3- 
The brethren fet out dn more fuch vifiting-voyages. 
And as the DaniJh Miffionarics could not always go 
abroad when th^ would, for want of a boat and boat- 
men of theirown, the brethren took them into theirs, and 
thus requited the love and afltftance that had been for- 
merly rendered to them in the like cafe by Mr. Egedc 
and his people. Though they found the heathen here and 
there unwilling to be inftruiSed, yet there were many do- 
cible people who thanked them for their information : 
they add(^, that it was now more agreeable to them, b*. 
4 " * caufe 
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caufe the brethren coUld utter themfelvea mote; intcUi- 
gtbly in their language, and did not mcreljr read thing* 
to them, and expert them to retain them all in their - 
memory, but entered, into famUiar converfations conr 
cerning the dodrines propounded. The truth alf? 
found entrance into fome of them, and its teAimony 
was often attended with a powerful emotion among tlu: 
hearers. But as long as they were Grangers to the 
true life that proceedeth from God, their underfland*- 
ing was ftill very much beclouded. They were ad- 
vanced fo far, as to be taught by vifible things to owa 
an invifible Creator, to fear him,i and to call upon him 
for health, food and raiment. But if any one would 
lead their views to the corruption of the foul, and t« 
the neccflity of a change there, or would recommend 
the believing in Jefus, they neither could nor would 
undcrftand any thing about it, and were either fur- 
fcited of hearing it, or elfe they aflented to it with 
their ufual compliment j " We believe it all j" which, 
the brethren had now learnt to undejrfland, was as 
much as to fay, that . they ihould be ^sjied and let 
them alone. If one here and there was flimulated t« 
-further reflc£lion, it did not always produce a wholc- 
fome felf-knowledge and fervent longing after a Crear 
tor and Rede^ner, but oblique bye-queftions, which 
were hard to anfwer to thofe ignorant people, and af- 
ter all, would., be of no fcrvice to them, Thus one o( 
them, who had drank in a good deal of knowledge 
and yet remained far from the kingdom of God, alked. 
If God had not heard, wlien the fcrpent was fpcaking 
to £w ? and if he had. Why he did not give her 
-warning, and prevent the fall i But the generality did 
.not beftow even fo much thought upon the matter-. 
They heard and wondered; but asjoon. as an oppor- 
tunity prefented itfeJf to gratify .their vain dejire^ 
.away they ran, and let the little that ha4 ftSei^ed theif 
minds be choaked again. 

Befides this, the brethren were obliged to be fpec- 
tators of many favage actions which it was not in tiieic 
power to prevent; Once an old woman died in ap- 
.pearance, in the. night) her (on ti^ her up in a Ikin, 
according to the Greenland falhion. In an hour's 
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<uiM, the /uppofed dead womaii began *o cry «ut b» 
Qflntibly. year h«ft«d the Grae^aiUfirs into filcncc, 
^t 1^ the urgrat p^Tua^ns of one of the miffiona- 
Ties, die fbn uncovered the £ioe of bis rnotb^; and 
tdked her if Ibc was really aJive yet/ But as Jbe did 
not ^cak, he tied h^* up again. . A good while after, 
Ae began to Scream out tlv ad time ; then her fon 
Untied her, and put a piece of tdubber in her mouth, 
ta*3j if flie was o&ually alive ; &e fwallowed it, 
and yet beCaufe fbc ceuld not fpeak, he ihroudcd her 
4ip once more. By and by file f^t up her outcry the 
Aird time, and olio anfwered the queftion be afked 
h«r ; and then, on the- ferious remoiUVrances, of the 
ntiffionaiy, he let ber loofc at laft. But afterwards 
Im fecretjy bound her up again, and put her but through 
^c window, and dragged her down to .the water, and 
/or fear of being hindered, conveyed her to another 
Mond and there buried her alive. When his cruelty 
Was afterwards reprefented to him, he would ncedt 
foJliate the deed by faying, that Ibe had not been 
rightly in her-fenles for a good wtule, and'had eat no- 
thing for feveral days ; therefore, at &e could not pof- 
Jibly live any longer, he had not treated her b^-bu-- 
oudy, but only put an end to ber pain. It was ob- 
feved afterwards, that they had made the fign of a 
crofc in the fnow every where as they drew her along, 
Aat her Ipirit might not c(h»c back and difturb 
<hem •, 

§4- 
Though the woeful ilate of the heathen went to 
4he very heart of the brethren, yet the demonfttU- 
'6ons and frAits of grace which they difcerned in Ka- 
jamak and the reft of the Catechumens rejoiced them 
& much the more. They plainly pnxeived in them 
sot only a true coiricioufnefs of a divine Being, and a 

• I could nerer ger my mtdligcnce iriieAer the miking this craft, w)l 
■ cDmamn cuflom MDopj dw headiED, or wbena it took iit rife. If (bxvt 
VII any ground for the conjeaope, that (brae of ihe otd NotVfSgiaP 
Chriftiiw were blended and incorporated with the Greenlsndcrs, ifien ' 
.we might deduce tliu u^ of the Ontnbudm fnm ibc Ecraiusuei i^ 
.,«!■ M dut tisit fmoqs !l)rNenT3^piu. 

profound 
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Jprsibund KVtmtcs fpr ium ; iiot pnly « jay that ^ 
(leail flull rife sgatu, that tbp Lof4 Jvfus wUl .fuin 
tcari&t the earth, fted that beljpvif rs wUJ 4>f 
happy in the other world; but principally,' a real. Awrtf 
of their mifery, a joy at the Jove of Goa nunifcfted to 
the fallen human race in ^e atonement of Chril^ 2nd 
a growing delke after the word of life. . It was sllb 
plainly to be feen thu the work of grace had taken de^ 
root in their heart«, by r change of ti&, by a voU)»r 
tary abftinence from the beatbenifb vanitie^ and by ;i 
cbearful endurjng the [Qprpath of the ififid^ \ty mhow 
they were foifskiai, beted and derided. . 

Kajamak particularly was much affefted, a nd CamSf 
times, after the CatQcbifQE>on^ he would fubjoin an cir 
hortation to hia cxHimtry' people, that having betm Ca 
Jong ignorant, they fhould now embrace the truth 
-with a willing and thankful heart, and Ictjt pperatp 
and bring about a true change; orclfebe cotnprifed 
the fubje^ in a thott but fervent prayer. And here 
let it be obfcrved^ that this was not a thii^ be was 
ordered or led to, but his own free impulfe. He ha4 
M the fame time a clear head, helped his teachers to the 
words they wanted, and oftBn corrected them, becaufe 
-he pretty well underfiood ^ir meaning. Then tjiur 
iaw, how well it was that tliey refolved in the firft 
years not to Ipeak with the heathens about divine things 
by way of beginning, or merely for exercilii^ theii>- 
lelves in the language; becaule fuch equivocal 
expreffions had -even now been pfunted out to 
them by an upright mind, which the knavifh «raft?r 
Greenlanders, through iatan's delufions, might havje 
taken occafion to pervert tO many improper and idola- 
trous notions. The moft a^eeable tfiing in teaching 
him was, that he did not wait till be was afked, or 
had learnt an anfwer by heart, but he- hi^nfelf made 
tfnquinr, and let his teachers give him anfwets and ex- 
planations. And it might be fecn onfeveral occafions, 
that he did not reft in a '^bare luiowkdge of the tcuth, 
but that it was living and a^live- in his foul. Accord- 
ingly, when they were oncetalldngwttbibltn ,^ut f[)t- 
j-itu^ fecuri^, he declared, that. if A ;b«d thought 
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dr6pped into bis mind,. or he felt the leaft propenfity 
taanjr thing that was evil, let him be where he would, 
he cried to Jefus to deliver him frdm it through. his 
blood. 

§5. 
' As now the miiEonaries perceived in the Catechu* 
mens not only a powerful and real work of grace, but 
alfo in ardent delire after baptifm, which Ihewed itfelf 
in a particular manner when they once kept a difcoutfe 
■on Exed, xii. about the Pafch^ Lamb, and the elFci^ 
of Chrift's filood prefigured in thattype ; therefore they 
i:ould no longer demurr about ^aking them partakers of 
This grace, and opehing a way for them to the enjoy- 
tnent of all the treafurcs of Salvation purchafed by the 
Uood of Jefus. Yet they proceeded very cautioufly 
in this weighty affair ; therefore they acquainted Man- 
-gek, though he Was the firft that came, and had been 
under their tuition above a year, that they did not yet 
find him in- a proper fiate for the participation of thi« 
ordinancej becaufe, though they had obferved many 
emotions, yet they Hill found no abidinggrace in him ; . 
and this ht himfelf owned with ihame. Perhaps,, in- . 
deed, they went too far in their fcrupulofity, and re- 
quired rtiore external evidences from a beginnei;, in 
whpm they had however traced a work of the Spirit of 
Godj than were to be expected from one unbaptized. 
Pebbly the pain and difgufi; at his being left behind, 
was' the occafiofl of his going away after fome time ; 
indeed he came again feveral times, but never could re- 
-cover hia ground any more, till at laft he loft.himfelf 
entirely among the heathen. Yet no' one can blame , 
the millionaries for their ftri^ procedure with thefirft- 
Itngs, whom thiy took into conJideralian for baptifm ; 
becaufe they knew this trarifaction would make, a good 
deal of noife, and attraA the attention of the heathens 
to the lives and converfation of the new Chriftians. 

Therefore they took none but Kajarnak and his 
family into a more exprefs preparation for baptifm, apd 
fpent fome time every day in inftru^ilng them in the moft 
neceflary wticJes-of^ the.Chriflian faith, fuch as they 
-could 'calily comprehend and retain. March 29th, 
Jjcing 
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being -Eafter-day, they proceeded to thi^ facrcd tranf- 
^ion- *. The miffionary firft aflced them before the 
whole alTeinbly the grpund of the hope that was in 
them, which they gave a fimple account of, and pro- 
tnifed with their heart and tongue to renounce ^11 hea- 
thenifm, to abide with their teachers, and to walk 
*vorthy of the Gpfpel. Then thefc four firft-fruics 
pf the Greenland nation were declared free from the 
powers of darknefs, and devoted to theif lawful pro- 
per Lord and Saviour Jcfus Chrjft, during a powerful 
prayer ajid impofition of hands, and thereupon were 
embodied, into the Chriflian ct)urch by baptifm in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Ghpltf ,K^arnak received the name Samuil^ his wife 
.Aniiaf ilis fon ^^althew, and his daughter Jlnp. An 
amazing grace prevailed during the tranfaftion, not 
Only in the hearts of thofe then baptized, whofe 
tears dropped like the rain, but alfo of the beholders, 
nrho wilhed tobein like manner partakers of the fame 
blelHngt which, after beine exhorted to furrender up 
their hearts to the fpirit of God, they were comforted 
Kith the hopes of. 

But alas, the joy of feeing a little flock of Hrlllings, 
and the hope of ii^crcaffjig their j^umber, fcemed to 
vdnifh? entirely ftll 4t once. Scarce was a month 
palled oVisr after the baptifpi, before a band of mur- 
derers, from the North killed Samuel K'ajarnak's bro- 
ther-in-law, who alfo livedWjth ' the bretliren, under 
the' pretence that he formerly conjured the ringleader's 
lbnS9 death. Tljey decoyed him outtofea near Kan- 
gek,:.a*4 threw their harpoon into his body jn a per- 

• The word of the dy was cut of Eiik. xxxvu. »6, 17, -g. / roiff 
iuile a laynaKt iffcaci mrb ihak, it foatt ie an mirlaiinj; (ratnart vii:b 
Htm/aiS I via fUci ibim, aiul muli'flf ihm, nd wiU Jil mj faiB-aiy . in 
tttufi^ofliiaa fir eacrgiirt. /Uy labenMcli alfi frail be ■aiiih ibim; yea I 
tiiill li litir Cgrf, and ibn frail, it mj ptolt. Aid tbt biatbia frjlDiivm 
nit T ihi Urd do'far.aify Ifraif, ■aba my frnfluary frait it i, tb, atidfl ./ 
tbrm frr evrrnim. T IspericDce iuvri that iii promifchu been f)ation!\j 
fuifiOai la iixfixufiMinzi I mi hi who ktiitXsjt and fsUhr<]1 Wi-ncfi 
»iil alfo acconiptini ihc :db of it. 

V'ot.T,' D d fidiour 
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^ious manner ; he pulled it out again and flc<) ti} )9I|cli 
^ut there they ca^ight hini, ftabbed him in thirteen 
blaces, apd threw hjm down over the rocks, wheM, af- 
ter great fearch, he was found in a pit, and biuletl. 
Now as the murderers bad threatened ' to kill Samuel 
indhis fecond brothet--in-law alfo, and faidt that 
they were afraid ' neither of the Euic^jeana nor tb< 
Southlanders ; our people were exccffively frightwied 
pnd all thought of taking flight. We cprafortwi 
them out of «ic word of God. The gmtlemen o( 
the colony alfq intcrefted thentfclves in the "aflWr, 
and took what riieafurcs they could to bring Ac mw-* 
derefs to condign punifhmetit ; and they were fo fOT" 
tunatc as to take the ringleader and fcyeral of the gai^ 
prifoners in jhe prefencc of more thin loo Grtwi- 
land men. At his examination he oonftflSd, fhat Iw 
himfelf h:^d committed three murders befides Ais, and 
bad been acceflbry to three others. But as he wai 
fubjefl to no human judicature, and was Ignorant of 
the divine laws, therefore they only read d»e ten cora- 
Inandments to him, and threatened (lim fcverely, and 
then let him go. But two of his comrades that had 
aided him, becaufe thcy.had once been inftrufted m 
the word of God, were punifhed with whipping. But 
Ibis did notdifpel Samuel's frars, but mher doubled 
them, and therefore after going up aiid dofwn in difi, 
tjuictude and Infecurityawhilc, atlaft be (aid, thatke 
thought himfelf obliged to conduft OkktMnwk, a>^ 
brother of the dcceafed, whofc life the ruffians chwfiy 
coiifpiced againft, t<j a place of fafe'ty in the Sowh* 
He himfeSf, would tMcfc. up his refidence with his eld«^ 
"brother there,' and" 'en^tzytMf to bring him Mthej^ 
oQce with bim. The brethren made all poftfck re- 
monftrances againft it, and expreffed their fears, that 
(iicha new beginner, and efpeciaUy his two (rhiHrcn, 
would foon gfoW Wil4 again. TJiey put bim m 
mind of what he bad prom iftd athis fcaptifm. They 
promifed to maintain him and bi^, that they nugh( 
have no occafiOn to go abroad, as long as the mur- 
derers were in thofe parts. Theft repfefei«atf<^» 
and arguments went to his heart, be wept with therti 
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at their grief, but yet could not refolve to ftay. 
Therefore they were obliged to let him go, though 
tritbaheavy heart; but firffj they oiice more exhorted 
bim to fzithfulnefs and a good condu^ among the hea- 
then, and recoininended him to the preretrafion of the 
faithful Shepherd in a prayer upon their knees, which 
was bedewed with many tears, Thiis, in a couple 
6f wcelu, the brethren taw the country ftripped Jigain 
of all the Greenlanders except two icnts, and were 
forced to bear that adclitiotial reproach, that they could 
indeed baptize tieathelis, but could nbt mak^ them true 
Chriftians, wean theni from their roving life, tto'r keep 
theitt together. All hopes of getting their lirftlings 
again, ieemed to be vanifhed ; and little did they think 
what abundant bleffing this Sight aiid ititagiiiu'y lofs 
^uld ere long prt)duce. 

**• 

It was not a g^t while befbrfc they ^t-er^ 2. little 
comforted under their forrow. It is trite, Samuel did not 
come again this year } but 21 boats of SouthlanderJ 
paired this way^ aHiofl^ whom were fdme of Sifnek'sf 
friends, who had fled away with Samuel. They brought 
word, that they had fpoke with the refugees on tha 
way; w;Ho told theioitiany wonderful things about Godi 
Which they would fain be better inforthcd -of. They 
alio thanked the hreitkren fsr the kindnels they' had 
fiiewed to their cduhtry-folks, efpecially that they had 
reflored Simek's wife to life, who was gireo up foe 
^ead in chilo-beanhg. The brethreh had only reco- 
vered her out of a ftrbtig fit with a few drops ot balfam^ 
fvhich - thefe fimple people made fo much of. Thtf 
brethren ihsnforc had a little fpftdmen or profpe^ 
of the blefling Samuel's flight with his family migKe 
be of, and could pjeafa tRerhfelves with the poilibjiicy 
{hat he would fpread the found of the Gofpel at tod 
leagues diftancc itx the fouth ; which alfo Came' to pafs; 
After foroe time Siitiek came again with his family, 
ind towards winter Mioft of thle Greenlanders' that had 
iKen faved frortr fstmine in the beginning of the ycar^ 
Dd a returned 
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returned again to their old Quarters, fo that this year 
rtine famifies wintered with the brethren *. 



Thus there was no want of hearers once more, with 
whom they fo regulated their daily meetings for edifi- 
cation and iiifiruiflion, that befides the Sunday's 
preaching, they fung a hynjn with them every cveriihe, 
aiid then catechlfed them upon a text of Scripture, or 
upon a fliort article of the Gofpel-fyftem, which they' 
had traiiflated in conjunction with the Danifii Mifli- 
onaries. Moreover they now and then read a fiimmary 
relation of the divine oeconomies and proceedings 
from the creation to the afcenflon of Chrift ; This 
gave them an opportunity to explain and inculcate ma-*, 
ny ufeful improving truths in free converfatioh, and to 
cxpofe old falfe fuperilitioiH notions and ulages of th9 
the favages. And their words found entrance, fo that 
ifloft of them were eafily perfuaded to caff away their 
amulets and idolatrous charms appendant about them*' 
which were to (hield them from the attacks of difeafes^ 
.and from death's untimely dart ; and they refolved to 
obferve no more a fuperftitious abftincnce from certain 
kinds of food and labour hi cafes of ficlcnefs and death, 
but to place their folc confidence in God. Yet many 
a one had a hard confli£t with himfelf before he could 
refc^ve to do it, and fome of thetn would rather go 

" A gruC numbo-iof Southlandcn returning fnnn the Hotdi, *lfo aVIeS 
upon tlie btethirn in iheir wiy. Among thde ihtre vai one irfan, who 
thoiiglit na Grnnlar.d wonua good enou^ to be hii mfe, bocaufe he ima- 
gined hi mrdf 10 be anqther Nimroil. Thii mighty banter, Mlcnded iridi 
1 numerouB train, tome once to ibe habitation <rf dw brethnn, when they 
were out and liid been ill abfenc for fevenl dayl, and would talce i\vay ihe 
joung woman Anna Stach by violence foribolh to be hii wife. But ai. (he 
hy thii time underflood their language and what they Giid, (be fprang into 
the honfe and boiled the door. They tried to break it open, but could 
not I then they attenpted to cut the g^fl-wiadowi with their knives, 
1l.ir.klng they were mad: of leals-Entruli like thein. But their luiivei 
rilvlinE noihipj, and providentially not hiving a thought that the windows 
coiildtt'daffied to piccc5, they went away thrcattnioj tacomc agaih una- 
V'^m. Accordingly ihey came again ihe 3d day in greater numbers, but 
eutGreenbnden ran and btoaght fome boatmen from tbe colony to their 
alTillaDce, ty whom they were happily driypl offU« premiftl. 

their 
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their way than renounce the vain cohteiTatioh receiv- 
ed by tradition from their Others. 

Thus it underwent much viciffitude aiid ihconftan- 
cy. Sometimes they were drowfy, lukewarm, hard 
and infenfiblc in hearing the word ; nay fom^ of them 
were perceived to have an averlion to itj and fuch Sa-^ 
tan endeavoured to make his tools in oppofing the truth. 
At another time they were very attentive^ affefted and 
defirous, would be religious all at once, and wotild 
know and believe all upon the fpot, that they iiippof- 
ed was conducive to it, without beftowing due reflec- 
tion upbn it; At fuch times the brethren had enough to 
do to bridle this fuper£cia1 believing, and to {hew them 
the true grounds, fruits and tokens of faith, in oppo- 
fition to a mere TneRcflual alTent. But notwithjfatnding 
all this, there was much more reafon to rejoice at their 
willingncfs j and to hope for a rich harveft anon, than to 
grieve themfelvesat their unfleadinefs. But die young 
people and children, fix of whom already came to thdr 
jchool, afforded the moft hopes of better times hero- 
after. 

Here I cannot pafs over one thing in filence, that 
the awakening of the Greenlanders had a good eSeSt 
abroad, and not only encouraged the Danifli Miffi- 
enaries to carry oh the work begun harmonioufly, with 
prayers and affiduous endeavours, but gave occafion 
to a wholefome reflexion in other Europeans there. 



End of th£ F»st VtfiUME. 
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